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Item 36 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES

OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS (JSCA)

(Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 21, 2008)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the mandates assigned by the Third and the Fourth Summit of the Americas; resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVI-E/99), which decided to establish the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA); resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas”; the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4548/06 add. 6), especially with respect to the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05); and resolutions AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas”; AG/RES. 2216 (XXXVI-O/06) “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas: Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas”; AG/RES. 2266 (XXXVII-O/07), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas: Support for the REMJA Process”; resolution 2281 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas,” and AG/RES.... (XXXVIII-O/08), “Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas”;
CONSIDERING that the member states can continue examining the proposals presented by the JSCA at each Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA);

BEARING IN MIND the funding plan presented by the JSCA to the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI), held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in April 2006, which proposed a system of suggested voluntary contributions by member states to ensure coverage of the JSCA’s basic costs;

APPRECIATING the voluntary contributions made by Belize, Canada, Chile, Mexico, and the United States;
NOTING that, as indicated in the aforementioned plan, the Center’s basic costs for central administration and for services provided regionally through its Virtual Information Center and publications, now amounts to US$675,000 per year; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Annual Report of the Center, presented to the Permanent Council on December 7, 2007, and the report presented to REMJA-VII on April 29, 2008, as well as the presentation made to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on April 3, 2008 (CP/doc.4297/08), in the framework of the dialogue mandated in resolution AG/RES. 2266 (XXXVII-O/07), which reflect the specific activities undertaken by the JSCA in recent years to strengthen justice systems in the member states; and noting that the JSCA reported that it is working intensely to expand and develop new projects with multilateral agencies and financial institutions; and 
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RECALLING that Article 17 of the Center’s Statute, adopted by the member states gathered at the 1999 General Assembly session, establishes that the JSCA and its activities may be funded with voluntary contributions of the OAS member states as well as with funds from other public and private sources,
RESOLVES:
1. To reiterate its appeal to member states to consider making voluntary contributions to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to cover its basic costs.
2. To invite the permanent observers of the Organization to make voluntary contributions to the JSCA.
3. To request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, continue including on its agenda a dialogue with the JSCA in which consideration is given to the best ways to expand cooperation between the member states and the Center, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJAs) in this regard.
4. To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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