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THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting in Medellín, Colombia, on the occasion of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly,

DECLARE:

1. Their concern at the world food crisis triggered by substantial increases in the prices of foodstuffs.
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Their conviction that unless the world food crisis is addressed urgently it will lead to an increase in the number of people living beneath the poverty line, which would constitute a major step backwards in the progress made in reducing poverty and extreme poverty and would curtail our possibilities of attaining the Millennium Development Goals.

3. The need for the multilateral and bilateral mechanisms that provide assistance in solidarity to remain on a state of alert in order to respond promptly to any requests for assistance made by the Organization’s member states in tackling this crisis.

4. That it is important that the OAS remains apprised of the debates taking place within the relevant multilateral agencies–particularly the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Programme (WFP)–and of the actions they adopt, and, in consideration thereof, that as soon as is possible it convenes a meeting of the Permanent Council to consider this issue and to define the course of action to be followed within the framework of the Organization.
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