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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

In accordance with Article 40 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council presents its annual report (June 2008-May 2009) to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session.
It is hoped that the content of its various chapters adequately reflect the breadth and importance of the work carried out by the delegations on topics and matters of interest to the member states.

As part of its contributions to the reduction of paper-heavy reports, this annual report is constructed for the first time on the basis of active electronic links to documentation sources.

Under Article 12 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council may establish such permanent and special committees and working groups as it deems necessary to discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to address any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization may bring to its attention.
/
In the period covered by this report, the Permanent Council worked with the following committees:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

· Special Committee on Migration Issues
AG/doc.4992/09 add. 1 contains the reports of the various committees to the Permanent Council on the outcome of their work submitted prior to being forwarded by the Council to the General Assembly as part of its annual report.


AG/doc.4992/09 add. 2 and add. 3 contain the draft resolutions and declarations considered and approved by the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I

A. Chairs and vice chairs

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of vice chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2008
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador Nestor Mendez (Belize)
	Ambassador Gustavo Albin (Mexico)

	October-December
	Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya (Bolivia)
	Ambassador Anthony Johnson
(Jamaica)


2009
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	January - March
	Ambassador Osmar Chohfi
(Brazil)
	Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello
(Honduras)

	April - June
	Ambassador Graeme C. Clark
(Canada)
	Ambassador Duly Brutus (Haiti)


B. Competence


Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/

It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the member states, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;

b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;

c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;

d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;

f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and

g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.

C. Secretariat


The Assistant Secretary General serves as Secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council and the Department of Conferences and Meetings.


Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order No. 08-01 Rev. 2, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are set forth below.  The full text can be  accessed through the following hyperlink:  http://www.oas.org/legal/english/gensec/EXOR0801-REV2.htm .

· Functions

1. Provides ongoing guidance and advice to the chairs and other elected officers of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, and the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies on the organization of work, the status of negotiations, the interpretation of rules of procedure and background information for member state representatives and relevant areas of the General Secretariat on matters presented for consideration.
2. Advises the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization.

3. Prepares reports, draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations on the topics to be considered at the meetings, as well as verbatim and summary minutes of the meetings themselves.

4. Ensures that the information on the Internet web pages of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General is kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.

5. Provides all services connected with the processing and issuance of all official documents of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs, ensuring that they are properly registered and classified, and that advance electronic copies are sent to the delegations and to pertinent General Secretariat staff and officials.

6. Supervises the preparation of documentation for meetings by:  (a) ensuring the consistency, quality, and standards of original texts; and (b) coordinating with the Language Services Section the processing of documentation and the scheduling of deadlines for the receipt of original documents and the dispatch of all language versions to member states.

7. Provides secretariat and support services to the chair of the Permanent Council.


8.
Coordinates, with the Department of Conferences and Meetings, the delivery of conference and secretariat services to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and the subsidiary organs.

CHAPTER II
A.
MEETINGS

In accordance with Article 12 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).
Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

Once approved, the verbatim transcriptions of the meetings of the Permanent Council can be accessed through the menu appearing in the following hyper-link: http://www.oas.org/consejo/minutes.asp
1. Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council has thus far held the following protocolary meetings:

	Date
	Purpose
	Minutes

	July 24, 2008

	Commemoration of the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/ACTA 1658/08

	September 30, 2008
	In honor of His Excellency the Honorable Bruce Golding, M.P., Prime Minister of Jamaica
	CP/ACTA 1663/08 

	October 10, 2008
	Commemoration of the anniversary of the Discovery of America:  Encounter of Two Worlds 
	CP/ACTA  1665/08

	October 28, 2008 
	In honor of His Excellency Fernando A. Lugo, President of Paraguay.
	CP/ACTA 1667/08

	November 19, 2008
	In honor of His Excellency Evo Morales Ayma, President of Bolivia
	CP/ACTA 1670/08

	February 19, 2009
	In honor of His Excellency Manuel Zelaya Rosales, President of the Republic of Honduras
	CP/ACTA 1679/09

	April 8, 2009
	Commemoration of April 14, Pan American Day
	CP/ACTA 1686/09 



The Permanent Council held a total of 7 protocolary meetings.

2. Regular meetings

As established in Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council holds regular meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  In the event it is necessary to advance or postpone a regular meeting, the Chair of the Council may set another date for it.  The meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, subcommittees, and working groups are to begin punctually at the time indicated in the meeting announcement.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 26 regular meetings. 
The statements made by delegations during the regular meetings are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.  Moreover, the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions taken at each meeting..
3. Special meetings and sessions
Under Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:
a.
The chair considers it necessary;
b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;
c.
The Secretary General expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or
d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates.
The General Assembly has also mandated the convening of special sessions to consider specific topics on the agenda of the Organization.


As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 6 special meetings and sessions.
As with the regular meetings, the statements made by delegations are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting and the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions taken at each meeting.
4. Summary records of meetings

· 2008

The text of the summary records of the meetings held from June to December 2008 can be accessed through the following hyper-link:  http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2008.asp
1.
Record of the regular meeting of June 24, 2008

CP/ACTA 1653/08
2.
Record of the special meeting of June 26, 2008

CP/ACTA 1654/08
3.
Record of the regular meeting of June 30, 2008

CP/ACTA 1655/08
4.
Record of the special meeting of July 8, 2008

CP/ACTA 1656/08
5.
Record of the regular meeting of July 15, 2008

CP/ACTA 1657/08
6.
Record of the regular meeting of July 24, 2008

CP/ACTA 1658/08

7.
Record of the protocolary meeting of July 24, 2008
CP/ACTA 1659/08

8.
Record of the regular meeting of August 29, 2008

CP/ACTA 1660/08

9.
Record of the regular meeting of September 10, 2008

CP/ACTA 1661/08
10.
Record of the regular meeting of September 24, 2008

CP/ACTA 1662/08

11.
Record of the protocolary meeting of September 30, 2008

CP/ACTA 1663/08

12.
Record of the special meeting of October 1, 2008

CP/ACTA 1664/08

13.
Record of the protocolary meeting on October 10, 2008

CP/ACTA 1665/08

14.
Record of the regular meeting of October 14, 2008

CP/ACTA 1666/08

15.
Record of the protocolary meeting of October 28,  2008

CP/ACTA 1667/08

16.
Record of the regular meeting of November 5, 2008 

CP/ACTA 1668/08
17.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI of November 5, 2008

CP/ACTA 1669/08

18.
Record of the protocolary meeting of November 19, 2008 

CP/ACTA 1670/08
19.
Record of the regular meeting of November 20, 2008

CP/ACTA 1671/08

20.
Record of the special meeting of November 24, 2008

CP/ACTA 1672/08

21.
Record of the regular meeting of November 24, 2008

CP/ACTA 1673/08

22.
Record of the regular meeting of December 3, 2008

CP/ACTA 1674/08

23.
Record of the regular meeting of December 17, 2008

CP/ACTA 1675/08
· 2009

The text of the summary records of the meetings held from January through May 2009 can be accessed through the following hyper-link:

http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2009.asp
24.
Record of the regular meeting of January 14, 2009

CP/ACTA 1676/09


25.
Record of the regular meeting of February 4, 2009

CP/ACTA 1677/09

26.
Record of the regular meeting of February 18, 2009

CP/ACTA 1678 /09

27.
Record of the protocolary meeting of February 19, 2009

CP/ACTA 1679/09
28.
Record of the special meeting of February 19, 2009

CP/ACTA 1680/09
29.
Record of the regular meeting of February 25, 2009

CP/ACTA 1681/09

30.
Record of the regular meeting of March 4, 2009

CP/ACTA 1682/09
31.
Record of the regular meeting of March 18, 2009

CP/ACTA 1683/09

32.
Record of the regular meeting of April 1, 2009

CP/ACTA 1684/09

33. Record of the special joint session of April 7. 2009 of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI

CP/ACTA 1685/09

34.
Record of the protocolary meeting of April 8, 2009

CP/ACTA 1686/09

35.
Record of the regular meeting of April 8, 2009

CP/ACTA 1687/09

36.
Record of the regular meeting of April 21, 2009

CP/ACTA 1688/09

37.
Record of the special meeting of May 1, 2009

CP/ACTA 1689/09

38.
Record of the regular meeting of May 6, 2009

CP/ACTA 1690/09

39.
Record of the regular meeting of May 13, 2009

CP/ACTA 1691/09

40.
Record of the regular meeting of May 22, 2009

CP/ACTA 1692/09

41. 
Record of the regular meeting of May 27, 2009

CP/ACTA 1693/09

B. OVERVIEW OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS, SPECIAL MEETINGS, AND JOINT MEETINGS OF CP/CEPCIDI
/
1. Follow-up of the results of the XXXVIII Regular Session of the General Assembly

· Distribution of mandates

One of the first activities undertaken by the Permanent Council following a General Assembly is the assignment of the mandates produced by the General Assembly to the various bodies of the Permanent Council, CEPCIDI and the General Secretariat.  In this sense, the Permanent Council issued and approved CP/doc. 4325/08 rev. 2  –  “Distribution of mandates assigned by the Thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly” (approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of June 30, 2008 and revised on September 24, 2008) 

The Thirty-eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly issued specific mandates to the Permanent Council through the following declarations and resolutions:

	CLASSIFICATION
	TITLE
	ACTION

	AG/DEC. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values
	Permanent Council meeting of May 6, 2009: Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin, reported on  the progress achieved in facilitating the coordination of all OAS initiatives relating to the youth agenda

	AG/DEC. 59 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Recognition of the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras and Promotion of Cultural Initiatives for Youth
	Special Joint CP/ CEPCIDI session held on April 7, 2009 which paid tribute to the National System of Youth and Children’s Orchestras of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and its founder, Dr. José Antonio Abreu.  Gustavo Dudamel, conductor, and the Simón Bolívar de Venezuela Brass Ensemble were in attendance and following the session, gave a concert, with Gustavo Dudamel conducting.

	AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region
	To reiterate the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States (OAS) on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

	AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative
	In its meeting of November 5, 2008, the Permanent Council received a report on the development of the  White Helmets Initiative: presentation by Ambassador Gabriel Fuks, Chairman of Argentina’s White Helmets Commission.

	AG/RES. 2392 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita
	CIDI reported to the Permanent Council, in its annual report, on the adoption of measures undertaken to comply with this resolution and is reporting on same to the General Assembly, as instructed.


	AG/RES. 2393 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process
	The report on the work undertaken to support the Summits of the Americas process is contained in the report submitted by CISC to the Permanent Council.  See AG/doc.4992/09 add.1 and add. 2.

	AG/RES. 2429 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Human Rights and Climate Change in the Americas 
	Presentation by Mary Robinson, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, in a special session convened by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.


· Approval of the report of the Style Committee

On July 15, 2008, the Chair of the Style Committee, presented, in accordance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the report of the Committee which had reviewed the three declarations and 84 resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.

The Council adopted the recommendations made by the Style Committee; and, pursuant to  Article 83 of the Rules of the General Assembly, requested the Secretary General to send to the governments of the member states copies of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.

2. Summary overview

During the year, the Permanent Council not only held special meetings and sessions, but it also received a number of reports on items of critical interest to the Member states that both expanded and enriched its repertoire of technical and timely subjects for consideration.

An illustrative overview of the gamut of presentations that came before the Permanent Council follows below:
· June 26, 2008 -- “The Directive recently adopted by the European Parliament, on the return of illegally staying third-country nationals”.  The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 938 (1654/08) “OAS Action on the European Union’s Returns Directive on Migration Issues”
· July 8, 2008 – “Triumph of Liberty and Democracy”. – The Council adopted declaration CP/DEC. 38 (1656/08), “Operation in Colombia that Rescued a Group of Persons Kidnapped by the FARC

· August 29, 2008 – Climate Change:  presentations by Dr. Kendrick Leslie, Executive Director of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (Food security in the new international context; and climate change in the long run); Mr. Alfred H. Grünwaldt, specialist on clean energy and climate change, Inter-American Development Bank (Impact of climate change on agriculture), and Dr. Katherine Bliss, Executive Director of the Center for Strategic and International Studies.

· September 10, 2008 – “Climate Change”:  presentations by Mr. Walter Vergara, Lead Engineer, Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development Department, World Bank (Impact of global warming or climate change as a result of high CO2 emissions) and Dr. Kristie L. Ebi, independent consultant (Impact of climate change in the most vulnerable countries and its relationship to illnesses such as malaria, salmonella, malnutrition, and diarrhea, among others).

· October 1, 2008 -- “Food Security and Climate Change in the Americas”:  Special meeting convened in coordination with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).  Presentations were made by Mr. Christopher Hansen, Deputy Director General, IICA (Food security in the new international context; and climate change in the long run) and by Dr. Thomas C. Schelling, 2005 Nobel Prize Laureate in Economics (The impact of climate change on agriculture).

· November 5, 2008 -- Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative: presentation by Ambassador Gabriel Fuks, Chairman of Argentina’s White Helmets Commission.
· November 24, 2008 – Environmental Sustainability: A Hope for the Elimination of Poverty.” Moderated by the Department of Sustainable Development with presentations by Mr. Alexander Petroff, President of Working Villages International (introduction of a new development model that promotes self-sufficient communities); Peter Schwartz, professor of physics, California Polytechnic State University, (appropriate technologies designed to improve the standard of living and stimulate economic development in poor communities) and Duncan Earle, Jadora International consultant (principles of development and social solidarity).
· December 3, 2008 – Financial Crisis and Poverty:  presentation by Dr. Peter Koenig, economist.

· January 14, 2009 – Economic Crisis:  presentation by the Executive Secretary of ECLAC, Dr. Alicia Bárcenas.
· February 19, 2009 – to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, pursuant to the General Assembly mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O7) and AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08)

· March 18, 2009 – “Human rights: “Protecting Dignity: An Agenda for Human Rights,” an initiative launched by the Government of Switzerland to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, presented by Commissioner Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, and “The Venezuelan electoral system,” presented by Dr. Tibisay Lucena, President of the National Electoral Council of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
· April 21, 2009 – Presentation by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza on the  proceedings of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the conclusions reached by the Heads of State gathered in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009.

· May 1, 2009 – to receive a report from the Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, on outbreaks of the A/H1N1 swine flu virus and measures being taken to contain them.  Mr. David Hatch, of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), provided information on measures adopted by IICA to help control the swine flu virus.

· May 5, 2009 – “Commemoration of World Press Freedom Day”:  presentation by the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Ms. Catalina Botero.

· May 13, 2009 – Presentation by the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip, providing a recapitulation of the Summit, held in Port of Spain, from April 17 to 19, 2009, thanking the member states for their participation, praising the cordial spirit evident among all participants, and expressing appreciation for the collaboration received from member states, the private sector, civil society organizations, and the OAS Secretariat.
3. Joint Meetings of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) 
· November 5, 2008 – Mr. Edmund Atkins, Alternate Representative of the United States of America to the OAS and Chair of the Joint Permanent Council/CEPCIDI Working Group presented the report on progress made in the negotiations of the draft Social Charter of the Americas and Canada was elected by acclamation as chair of the Joint Working Group for the subsequent period.
· April 7, 2009 -- to recognize, in accordance with General Assembly declaration AG/DEC. 59 (XXXVIII-O/08), the excellent work and successful experiences, nationally and internationally, of the National System of Youth and Children’s Orchestras of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and pay tribute to the National System of Youth and Children’s Orchestras of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and its founder, Dr. José Antonio Abreu.  Gustavo Dudamel, conductor, and the Simón Bolívar de Venezuela Brass Ensemble were in attendance and following the session, gave a concert, with Gustavo Dudamel conducting.

4. Special Reports

· Haiti

On December 17, 2008, the Permanent Council received the Annual Report of the Secretary General on Haiti, corresponding to 2008, which was presented in compliance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2424 (XXXV-O/08) “Support for the strengthening of political stability and for socioeconomic development in Haiti”  (CP/doc.4361/08).
On May 22, 2009, the Secretary General presented the Report of the General Secretariat on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2424 (XXXVIII-O/08). (CP/doc.4408/09)
· MAPPP/OAS
On 24 June, 2008, the Council received the eleventh report by the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS)

On 4 February, 2009, the Secretary General postponed his Quarterly Report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS) (CP/doc.4365/09)

· Situation in Guatemala

On 13 May, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, Haroldo Rodas Melgar, appeared before the Permanent Council to report on the current situation in Guatemala, which may undermine the stability of the democratic constitutional order.  Following consultations, the Permanent Council adopted CP/RES. 950 (1691/09) by acclamation.
On 27 May,  the Secretary General rendered an oral report to  the Council on his mission to Guatemala on May 24 – 26, 2009 to cooperate with the Government of Guatemala to strengthen and preserve that country’s democratic institutional system.. The Council requested the General Secretariat to continue reporting on all activities it carried out in support of the Government of Guatemala in its efforts to preserve democracy and the rule of law.
5. Electoral and referendum observation reports (2008 – 2009)
The Permanent Council received a total of 10 reports on the results of electoral observation missions.

Regular meeting of July 15, 2008

· Oral report by, Assistant Secretary General Albert R. Ramdin, on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Grenada to observe the general elections held on July 8, 2008.
Regular meeting of August 29, 2008

· Verbal report presented by Dr. Eduardo Stein, Chief of Mission, on the observation of the Recall Referendum in Bolivia, held on August 10, 2008.  

Regular meeting of November 5, 2008

· Verbal report by Mr. Enrique Correa, Chief of Mission, on the the outcome of the referendum held on September 28, 2009 to adopt the Political Constitution of Ecuador.

Regular meeting of December 3, 2008

· Report on the Third General Meeting of the Association of Caribbean Electoral Organizations (ACEO). Jamaica, November 6 -7, 2008, presented by Pablo Gutiérrez, Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs.
Regular meeting of February 18, 2009 

· Oral report on the electoral observation mission in El Salvador by Mr. Gustavo Fernández, to observe the January 18, 2009 elections of Central American Parliament (PARLACEN) deputies; as well as mayors and councilors.
· Oral report on the electoral observation mission in Bolivia by Mr. Raúl Lago on the January 25, 2009 referendum on the adoption of Bolivia’s new Constitution of State and whether to annul Article 398 thereof.
Regular meeting of March 18, 2009

· Report by the Chief of Mission, Mr. Raúl Alconada Sempé, on the electoral observation mission held in Honduras to observe the primary elections held by two main political parties to elect candidates to participate in the presidential elections to be held in November 2009.

· Report by the Chief of Mission, Dame Billie Miller, on the mission to Antigua and Barbuda to observe the general elections of March 12, 2009. 

Regular meeting of April 1, 2009

· Verbal report by the Chief of Mission, Mr. Gustavo Fernandez, on the presidential elections held on March 15, 2009 in El Salvador, 

Regular meeting of May 22, 2009 
· Verbal report on the electoral observation mission in Panama by the head of the observation mission, Mr. José Bordón, regarding the presidential and general elections held on May 3, 2009.
6. Elections entrusted to the Permanent Council
 

· Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)
 

On June 24, 2008, the Permanent Council, taking into account the decision by the OAS General Assembly to delegate to the Permanent Council the task of electing a member of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, decided to select, by acclamation, Mr. Marc Rosenberg as a member of the JSCA.
 

· Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties.

 

The General Assembly delegated to the Council “the election of the government experts to make up the Working Group” and authorized the Secretary General “to appoint the independent expert and his or her alternate at the same time.

 

The Permanent Council elected Dr. Ramiro Ávila Santamaría, of Ecuador, and Professor Flávia Piovesan, of Brazil, to take up two of the three existing vacancies for government experts and on March 17, 2009, the OAS Secretary General appointed Ms. Pautassi for membership of the Working Group as an independent expert.

 

The Permanent Council, owing to the lack of additional nominations, postponed the corresponding elections until the candidacies necessary to complete the membership of the Group had been presented.

 

· Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

 

In its meeting of March 4, 2009, the Permanent Council elected, by acclamation, Mr. João Clemente Baena Soares as a member of the CJI to replace a member who had resigned from the Committee.  His term will expire on December 31, 2010

 

· OAS Board of External Auditors

 

In its meeting of April 21, 2009, the Permanent Council proceeded to elect Mr. James Millette as a member of the OAS Board of External Auditors for a term to conclude in February 2011. 

7.
Annual reports of the organs, organizations and entities of the Organization
Pursuant to article 91 f) of the OAS Charter, the Permanent Council is to consider the annual reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, the General Secretariat, the specialized bodies and conferences and the other organs and entitities and present to the General Assembly the observations and recommendations it deems relevant.

The Council carries out this responsibility with the support of its permanent commissions.  In this sense, the annual reports of the Pan American Health Organization, the Administrative Tribunal, the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission, the Inter-American Children’s Institute and the Pan American Institute of Geography and History were considered by the General Committee

.  

The annual reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Justice Studies Center for the Americas were considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

The annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board, the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism and the Inter-American Commission to Combat Drug Trafficking were considered by the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

The observations and comments by the committees relating to these reports may be found in the respective committee reports located in document AG/doc.4992/09 add. 1.
On March 18, 2009, the Permanent Council received the annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) which set forth a new vision of the Institute regarding food security in the Americas.  This report was published as document CP/doc.4377/09.

Moreover, on May 13, 2009 the Council took note of the annual report presented by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), document CP/doc.4394/09, and the report regarding the Fourteenth Regular Session of CIDI which included the draft resolutions presented by CIDI to the General Assembly.

8.
Preparations for the XXXIX Regular Session of the General Assembly
a. Program-Budget of the Organization for 2010
The Permanent Council received a report from the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, on the tasks performed by the Committee pursuant to the mandates established through General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2437(XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 1 (XXXVI-E/08) with respect to the program-budget of the Organization for 2010.

The aforementioned resolutions called for a review of the Organization’s program-budget expenditures and financing and, in connection with that review, they requested the Secretary General to continue efforts to modernize the General Secretariat and to improve and promote a culture of austerity, efficiency, effectiveness, transparency, and prudence in the use of resources in the General Secretariat’s operations and to put forward a comprehensive proposal containing further austerity and expenditure rationalization measures.

For its part, the Permanent Council tasked the CAAP with proceeding to analyze and consider the findings of that review and with fulfilling other established requirements, such as consideration of the recommendations of the Board of External Auditors regarding the need for a periodic adjustment of quota income to the Organization’s expenditure level and consideration of the report to be drawn up by the General Secretariat on the fiscal year’s actual disbursements for statutory adjustments of staff salaries implemented as a result of the Organization’s use of “smart parity”; the difference between actual disbursements and estimated costs of statutory adjustments of staff salaries; and suggestions on how to finance differences between actual costs and estimated costs.

Moreover, the aforementioned resolutions called for a thorough review, beginning in October 2008, of all resources and expenditures of the Organization in the context of existing mandates, in order to prioritize and optimize the use of said resources for future program-budgets, within the capacity of the member states to finance them.  They called for a report to be presented subsequently to the General Assembly.   

On October 1, 2008, the CAAP began its work on the 2010 budget year and on implementation of the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES.1 (XXXVI-E/08). It established a methodology and a work plan for reaching conclusions regarding the complex task assigned to it. However, the time allowed was insufficient, given that the task requires careful scrutiny of all the aspects involved, particularly in light of the current global financial crisis, which could affect the member states’ capacity to contribute to the functioning of the institution. 

Nonetheless, the member states recognized that the time has come to conduct a serious, in-depth review of the mandates and commitments established by the General Assembly, which are very costly for the Organization in terms of staff, infrastructure, and other expenses. This review should necessarily lead to a prioritization and reduction of mandates, without weakening the Organization in those sectors where it has proved to be very effective, to the point that it has been able to mobilize specific resources in 2009 totaling $63.8 million.

In view of the serious commitment assumed by all member states in the CAAP to conduct a detailed review of the Organization’s current financial situation and of its expenditures and income and to consider innovative options for increasing its resources and strengthening its management, on December 3, 2008, the CAAP asked the Permanent Council for an extension of the deadline so as to be able to continue assessing information received from the General Secretariat in accordance with the mandates in the aforementioned resolutions.

Pursuant to the responsibility assigned to it in the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council “[T]o examine the proposed program-budget that the General Secretariat transmits to it in consultation with the Permanent Council for the purposes indicated in Article 112.c of the Charter, and to submit to the Council such observations as it may deem pertinent,” on March 4, 2009 the CAAP recommended that the Permanent Council postpone consideration and approval of the program-budget of the Organization for 2010 until a special session of the General Assembly that would be held after member states had: (1) been able to analyze pertinent information regarding the budgetary and financial position of the institution and its secretariat; and (2) taken decisions making it possible to prepare a reasonable proposal for financing such priorities as the member states may establish and which will undoubtedly have implications for the program-budget of the Organization, not just in respect of 2010 but for subsequent budgets as well. 

Based on the recommendation of the CAAP, on March 4, 2009, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 946 (1682/09), which convened a special session of the General Assembly, to be held on September 30, 2009, to consider and approve the 2010 program-budget; requested the Secretary General, in accordance with the guidelines established in resolutions AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 1 (XXXVI-E/08), to present his proposed program-budget to the Preparatory Committee for that special session no later than ninety days prior to its opening date, in accordance with Article 90 of the General Standards; and notified the Preparatory Committee for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly of its decision.

b. Draft resolutions and declarations for consideration by the General Assembly

AG/doc.4992/09 add. 2 and add. 3 contain the draft resolutions and declarations considered and approved by the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.

c. Topics for consideration by the General Assembly

At its meeting held on 27 May 2009 (see CP/SA.1693/09 and CP/ACTA.1693/09 –  Summary record and minutes of the regular session of the Permanent Council held on May 27), the Permanent Council decided to submit the following topics to the General Assembly for consideration: 
· Hemispheric cooperation in planning for and responding to communicable diseases, including influenza a (H1N1);
· Summit Follow-up on Haiti
· Hemispheric Cooperation on an Advanced  Passenger Information System (APIS)
· Analysis of draft resolutions on Cuba.

The Permanent Council also established an open Working Group to consider draft resolutions on the matter of the exclusion of the Government of Cuba from participation in the Organization of American States for the purposes of reporting on the outcome of said consideration to the General Committee of the General Assembly.  
CHAPTER III
DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

(June 26, 2008 – May 27, 2009)

The full texts of the declarations and resolutions adopted during the June 26, 2008 to May 27, 2009 period can be accessed through the following hyper-links:

http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/resolutions2008.asp
http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/Resolutions2009.asp
2008

	CP/RES. 938 (1654/08) 
	OAS action on the European Union’s returns directive on Migration Issues (Adopted at the meeting of June 26, 2008)

	CP/DEC. 38 (1656/08)
	Operation in Colombia that rescued a group of persons kidnapped by the FARC (Adopted at the meeting of July 8, 2008)

	CP/RES. 939 (1660/08) 
	Naming of rooms at the Organization of American States(Adopted at the meeting of August 29, 2008)  

	CP/RES. 940 (1660/08) 
	Naming OAS meeting rooms after distinguished Nationals of Caribbean Community Member States(Adopted at the meeting of August 29, 2008)  

	CP/RES. 941 (1661/08) 
	Commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Leo s. Rowe Pan American Fund(Adopted at the meeting of September 10, 2008)  

	CP/RES. 942 (1662/08)
	80th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (Adopted at the meeting of September 24, 2008)

	CP/RES. 943 (1662/08)
	Convocation of the thirty-sixth special session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of September 24, 2008)

	CP/RES. 944 (1666/08)
	Granting the Republic of Vanuatu the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (Adopted at the meeting of October 14, 2008)  

	CP/RES. 945 (1666/08)
	Granting the Republic of Benin the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (Adopted at the meeting of October 14, 2008)


2009

	CP/DEC. 39 (1681/09)
	Declaration on the Murder of Awá Indigenous Colombians by the farc (Adopted at the meeting of February 25, 2009)

	CP/RES. 946 (1682/09)
	Calendar for consideration and approval of the 2010 Program-Budget (Adopted at the meeting of March 4, 2009) 

	CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)
	Rules of procedure for the operation of the Specific Fund for the “Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disability (Adopted at the meeting of March 18, 2009)

	CP/DEC. 40 (1684/09)
	Declaration of the Permanent Council on the passing of Mrs. Janet Jagan, former President of Guyana (Adopted at the meeting of April 1, 2009) 

	CP/DEC. 41 (1684/09)
	Declaration by the Permanent Council on the passing of Mr. Raul Ricardo Alfonsín former President of Argentina (Adopted at the meeting of April 1, 2009) 

	CP/RES. 948 (1684/09) corr. 1
	Invitations to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of April 1, 2009) 

	CP/RES. 949 (1688/09)
	XX Pan American Child Congress (Adopted at the meeting of April 21, 2009 

	CP/RES. 950 (1688/09)
	Situation in Guatemala (Adopted at the meeting of May 13, 2009)

	CP/RES. 951 (1688/09)
	Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Adopted at the meeting of May 13, 2009)


CHAPTER IV

MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION,
AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
A. GENERAL ASSEMBLY
· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
One representative of each member state
· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

Chair – Honduras

Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello

· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

Chair – Panama

Ambassador Aristides Royo

· Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Nonviolence

Chair – Honduras

Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello

Vice Chair – Saint Kitts and Nevis

Ambassador Izben C. Williams

B. MEETINGS OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
· TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:  Brazil
Celso Amorim
Minister of Foreign Affairs
· Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
Chair: Brazil
[Open to the states parties to the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)]
· TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:  Dominican Republic

Carlos Morales Troncoso

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
C. PERMANENT COUNCIL
CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
/
	Term/2008
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador Nestor Mendez (Belize)
	Ambassador Gustavo Albin (Mexico)

	October-December
	Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya (Bolivia)
	Ambassador Anthony Johnson
(Jamaica)

	Term/2009
	
	

	January - March
	Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

(Brazil)
	Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello

(Honduras)

	April - June
	Ambassador Graeme C. Clark

(Canada)
	Ambassador Duly Brutus (Haiti)


WORKING GROUPS
· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
Bolivia
Colombia
Ecuador
Panama
Peru
Venezuela
PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS
· GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council

Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council

· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Chair:  Uruguay

Ambassador María de Luján Flores
First Vice Chair:  Guatemala

Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee
Second Vice Chair:  Saint Kitts and Nevis

Ambassador Izben C. Williams

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair:  Bolivia
Ambassador José E Pinelo

Vice Chair:  Costa Rica

Danilo González

Vice Chair:  Venezuela

María Eugenia de los Ríos
· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Chair elected in September 2008:  Brazil

Maria Cristina Pereira da Silva
Vice Chair elected in September 2008:  Colombia 

Juan Claudio Morales

Chair beginning April: 2009::  Colombia

Sandra Mikan

· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chair:  Mexico
Ambassador Gustavo Albin

Vice Chair:  Honduras

Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello
Vice Chair:  Canada

Patricia D’Costa
· Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs
Chair: Guatemala

Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee

Vice Chair:  United States

Giovanni Snidle
Vice Chair:  Trinidad and Tobago
Anthony Phillip-Spencer
· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES
Chair:  Trinidad and Tobago
Ambassador Glenda Morean Phillip
· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Chair:  Panama
Ambassador Aristides Royo
Vice Chair:  United States
W. Lewis Amselem
SPECIAL COMMITTEES

· SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES

Chair:  Belize

Ambassador Néstor Méndez

Vice Chair:  Bolivia

Ambassador Reinaldo Cuadros 
Beginning January 2009:  William Torres

PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

May – October 2008

Chair:  United States

Edmund Atkins

Vice Chairs:  Grenada, El Salvador, Uruguay, Venezuela
November 2008 – May 2009
Chair:  Canada

Vice Chairs:  United States, Grenada, El Salvador, Uruguay

D. ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION, AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly

	AG/CP

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Nonviolence


	AG/CP/GTD
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	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs


	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
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	General Committee

	CP/CG

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


	GT/DADIN

	Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance


	CAJP/GT/RDI

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


	CP/CAAP

	Committee on Hemispheric Security


	CP/CSH

	Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs


	CSH/GT/PD

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities


	CP/CISC


	Special Committee on Migration Issues


	CE/AM

	PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI


	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 


	GTC/CASA



Drafting Group
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�.	Article 18 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council.








�.	Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 80.


�.	Ibid., Article 81, and Statutes of the Permanent Council, Article 6.


�.	Ibid., Article 82.


�.	Ibid., Article 83.


�.	Ibid., Article 84.


�.	Ibid., Article 91.


�.	Article 115, OAS Charter; and Article 8, Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	Statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of each meeting


�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.
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