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[CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY]

Esteemed President Otto Fernando Pérez Molina,

Respected Ministers,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am truly honored to be the first President of the United Nations General Assembly to address the supreme body of the Organization of American States. 

Our host town, Antigua, is a place rightly proud of its culturaltreasures—one of the architectural jewels of the Hemisphere and a UNESCO World Heritage Site known as the ‘Monumental City of the Americas.’

I wish to wholeheartedly thank our friends from Guatemala—especially President Pérez and Foreign Minister Carrera—for their exceptional hospitality. 

I would also like to acknowledgetheir strong commitment to focusingglobal attention on the growing challenges posed by the trafficking of illicit drugs. 

Together with other OAS countries, Guatemala helped ensure last December’s approval of a historic resolution on International Cooperation against the World Drug Problem in the UN General Assembly. It called for the convening, in early 2016, of a Special Session of the plenary in New York.It will yield an assessment of progress made by Member States in the implementation of the ‘Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem.’

The draft Antigua Declaration, together with the recently released OAS Report on the “Drug Problem in the Americas” builds on that resolution. I believe thesethree documents will serve as valuable reference points in the period to come. 

Excellencies,

In my previous capacity as Foreign Minister of the Republic of Serbia, I worked hard to enhance my country’s partnership with the OAS, attending five consecutive General Assemblies as an Observer, and visiting more than 20 of its member states—many of them on more than one occasion. 

As the GA President, I have placed great emphasis on enhancing all-around cooperation between this Organization and the UN. I strongly support your efforts to harnesstheimmense potential of the Western Hemisphere.  
I take this opportunity to express my profound gratitude to Secretary General José Miguel Insulza for his pronounced leadership in promoting socially inclusive economic development in the Americas. I am also personally indebted to him for his invaluable contributionsto the work of my High-level Advisory Panel, which is helping me reflect on the future of multilateralism in our increasingly globalized and interdependent world. 

In my view, we are in the midst of an unprecedented pivot towards a more democratized international system, aspeoples aspire to greater empowerment and freedom of action. Over the past few years, an increasing number of influential voices in governments, private sector,academia and NGOs have spoken in favor of a grand re-organization of human affairs. 

It is against such a backdrop that world leaders came together last June in Rio de Janeiro to adopt the historic “Future We Want” document, which set the core principles of the post-2015 agenda, assigning the UN General Assembly with additional mandates. In essence, it was given the task of crafting a new, ambitious universal framework that will define much of the United Nations’ work for decades to come.

According to the terms set in Rio, we haveunder one thousand days to carry this out: to conceive and adopt the Sustainable Development Goals; design options for financing them; and create a workable arrangement for monitoring their implementation. 

We are currently also addressing the question of how to effectuate a smooth transition from the MDGs to the SDGs—a critical issue, on which no agreement was reached so far. 

This is a strategic imperative, for there must be no duplication of efforts or working at cross purposes in the generational task to effectuate a pivot towards universal sustainability. That is why I have initiated active coordination between relevant workstreams in the General Assembly. This will give us opportunities not only to exchange ideas and information, but also to evaluate each one’s state of play, as well as identify impediments to more rapid progress.

Excellencies, 

This is a watershed moment forthe international system, for it is undergoing one of the most profound, all-encompassing periods of transformation ever to occur in peacetime. In my view, the comparative advantages enjoyed by the peoples of the Americas put them in a strong position to emerge from the changes in amuch more advantageous position than the one they were in when the tumults began. 

The Western Hemisphere’s resilience to the worst effects of the world economic crisis, together with its abundant natural resourcesand self-sustaining demographics, indicate that securing lasting prosperity across this region is an eminently achievable proposition.

As underscored at Rio, one of the greatest challenges to achieving sustainable development is closing the inequality gap. Ensuring a more equitable distribution of wealth, as well as providing proper education and health services within societies is, in my view, both a necessity andmoral duty. 

As arable land, freshwater, and foodstuffs become increasingly scarce, poorer and more vulnerable communities will be the most affected. Without adequate skills and training, disadvantaged groups may be left further behind. 

Excellencies,

One of the prerogatives of the President of the UN General Assembly is to choosesubjects for thematic debates on issues which, in his judgment, merit the significant attention of the global family. 

To that end, I have decided to convene a session on the problem of Inequality, in partnership with the Organization of American States. It will take place on July 8th, at United Nations headquarters. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to invite OAS countries to participate at the highest possible level in this event. It is designed to contribute tocurrentdeliberations on the post-2015 agenda. 

I was privileged to discuss this with Pope Francis last Friday at the Vatican. I came away from this meeting evenmore strongly convinced of the urgentneedtoaddress the topic of social inequality. 

Excellencies,

In my view, we are simply not doing enough to tacklesome of the most fundamental challenges of our time: to end extreme poverty in this generation and significantly narrow the global gap between rich and poor, without inflicting irreparable damage to the environmental basis for our survival. 

There is a manifest need for bold, audacious, and visionary action. In its history, this Organization has often stood at the vanguard of efforts to ensuresocial progress. 

In coming to the end of my remarks, allow me to extend an appeal to the OAS member states to help direct the world towards sustainable development, and in doing so unleash the full potential of the Americas.

As we reflect on how to move forward, we may draw inspiration from one of Guatemala’s greatest literary figures and most renowned diplomats, Miguel Ángel Asturias, who wrote of the need to respect and empower those who have traditionally felt downtrodden or marginalized, in the famous poem entitled Barefoot Meditations: 

You are sure to rejoice there where the final horizon 

Becomes a drop of lifeblood,

When you will carry the universe on your shoulders,

Where the universe will bear your hope.

Let us heed this call and forge a new global compact that takes social inclusion as a starting point, and transform what not so long ago was but a far-off dream, into a reality for all mankind. 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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