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CLOSING REMARKS OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY – JUNE 5, 2014
· Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation;
· OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza;
· OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin;
· Permanent Observers;
· Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is with great satisfaction that I announce the conclusion of the work of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States.
First of all, I would like to thank all the staff of the Organization of American States, the translators [and interpreters], and the Paraguayan officials who have worked tirelessly to make a great success of this Assembly.
As I bring this august Assembly to a close, I must confess that I've been deeply moved by the level of discussion and the eloquent contributions that have made this forty-fourth Assembly a turning point for the OAS and for our countries.
The unanimous adoption of the Declaration of Asuncion, entitled "Development with Social Inclusion," established a strategic priority for our governments, our states, and our nations of the Americas. Our mission is development in democracy, for which we place most emphasis on shared responsibility and responsibility of our citizens.

And we specifically want to stress the importance of social inclusion. It is the only vehicle and the raison d'etre of development. And so we strive toward and agree on every aspect related to inclusion, the clear objective being to eradicate poverty, social fragmentation, and discrimination that denigrate the human condition.
We commit as a matter of duty to no longer coexist, without any sensitivity, with homelessness that affects a large portion of our population. That is why we reaffirm the importance of human rights, and the issues they cover so that, with them fully in force, all those rights would become tangible realities in our nations.
Excellencies,
I am delighted at our renewed commitment to education, health, basic services, full employment, public works, decent wages, housing, and public safety for all our citizens. In terms of these rights, inclusion has no limits.
And, if I might add, in a spirit of justice and vision for the future, our governments' express commitment to public policy and to civil society is not about lifting people out of poverty for them to continue living in vulnerable situations.
What we seek by our effort is for all our citizens, without exception, to be able to definitively and qualitatively attain quality of life and a decent life.
That is why we insist on education playing a vital role in social mobility, cohesiveness among citizens, in incorporating new technologies, in skills and creativity that call for innovation, knowledge, and science. And, most of all, for us to rid ourselves of poverty, ignorance, and backwardness once and for all. It is the most suitable and quickest way for us to become citizens of the future.
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Paraguay being at the heart of the Americas, as an island surrounded by land, to quote our illustrious writer Augusto Roa Bastos, we embrace plans for integration as an immediate program for action, to become a bridge between the Atlantic and the Pacific. And, for our part, we stand most willing to contribute on a sovereign basis to energy integration.
Excellencies,
In bringing this historic assembly to a close, in a spirit of friendship and with exemplary dialogue, our responsibility, more than ever, is to work toward development with inclusion; toward democracy with social justice.
That is the vision of the President of the Republic of Paraguay, His Excellency Horacio Cartes. And I am ever confident that this vision is also shared by all of the other distinguished heads of your states.

In thanking you for your valuable contribution, let me reiterate how confident I am about the future being in the hands of all the Americas.

For our Americas, in the spirit of fraternity and our shared aspirations to be great.
Excellencies,
It is my hope that you have all had a productive and wonderful time in my country. And we hope to welcome you back as soon as possible, with our usual hospitality and affection.

Thank you very much.
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