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Thank you, Mr. President. May I at the outset indicate our great joy at being here in Paraguay and thank the Government and the People for affording us this opportunity. May I also say to our Secretary-General his speech last night was indeed a good presentation not only of his stewardship for so long in the OAS, but indeed for pointing directions for the future. And I applaud him for his work. 

 

Minister Eladio Loizaga, in choosing the theme for this year's General Assembly you could not have done a more fitting idea. The issue of social inclusion for development has rekindled a latent debate, and not only here in the Hemisphere, but throughout the world. Very recently I had the opportunity to attend a meeting in Algiers, Algeria where hundreds of countries came to discuss, in a different set of words, but the same issue, which also indicates clearly the relevance of a global nature of the theme you have chosen. In so doing, we have come to this discussion this time around with a different set of theoretical foundations and obviously a new thrust in momentum for fresh momentum and prescription.

 

We will recollect that when the issue of growth and equality became an important one in the early days of the development process, it was felt that growth and equality were inverse in their relationship and, to some extent, growth generated inequality as a pre-condition for its own success. That thesis is no longer valid and the theoretical foundations upon which it is based have now been disassembled. Now it is recognised that growth and development are linked in a way in which equality is in fact a pre-condition for growth. And without equality, sustainable growth is likely to be at risk. 

 

It is therefore in that context that I believe this debate that has taken place - this rich and fertile debate - has opened new avenues for different prescriptions. The first recognition I believe that we perhaps might wish to acknowledge is that this is a global phenomenon and, in that sense, global partnership for development has become a major issue. That is why we have the opportunity in the not too distant future to discuss the development agenda in the post-2015 period. At that time, we would have acknowledged the success that we have made in the Millennium Development Goals, and we may be tempted to simply expand, to add new goals in the field of environment and human rights. But it seems to me that that is an opportunity for us to design a different paradigm for development and to take us into the future. And that that paradigm would have to embrace systemic global reform on a number of issues. I therefore put to the agenda the work of the South Centre on this particular matter to identify the global systemic reforms that will support the issue of social inclusion in development. 

 

Mr. President, in the context of our meeting here today, there are several issues that have emerged, one of which has to do with the response of the Region and OAS to the development challenge of tomorrow. And in that context, we recognise that the OAS is premised as perhaps the most reliable advocacy of multilateralism for us in the Region.  We want to honour that and enhance that process. 

 

It is in that context; therefore, we support the initiatives that have been taken in the Strategic Vision that has been outlined by the Secretary General. And included in that is the resolution calling for a different vision for the OAS future. We recognise that this is the time for us to embrace this new paradigm of development and that this new paradigm of development will be premised not only on global systemic reforms but will also be premised on the advocacy of multilateral reform in the global arena and indeed on the issues of diplomacy in what is emerging as two areas of real challenges facing us all. The emergence of economic convergence regionally as well as globally is now moving beyond the realm of economic integration and the need to find institutions that will support that process is going to be a great challenge before us. And, in so doing, we will also be able to embrace the challenges of global connectivity which is on our doorsteps as major stumbling blocks for the world global partnership for development before us. 

 

Trinidad and Tobago has embraced this thinking and I wish to advise that we will be indeed hosting the Seventh Americas Competitiveness Forum in Port of Spain later this year and we hope to attract all countries who are here and private sectors to engage in these fundamental changes in our architecture. 

 

We also recognise that this is a time for us to look more closely at the issue of citizen security as another component of the inclusion process and citizen security requires us to look at the domestic as well as on the global responses. The issue of social inclusion is not only going to be taken into account by domestic responses; it has to be taken into account by global responses. It must also take into account the new emphasis that has to be placed on those who are excluded and therefore steps to deal with those who are excluded must become an important part of the paradigm for the future. 

On the question of citizen security, we make reference to the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. After much deliberations, the United Nations was able to agree on an Arms Trade Treaty. It is an important one for the world. It is equally important for us in the Caribbean. In fact, it was the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Kamla Persad-Bissessar, in addressing the issue of small arms and light weapons, who called it our weapons of mass destruction. We are happy that this has now moved to stage two and countries are in the process of signing and ratifying this. 

But I want to bring to your attention, as I have done on an individual basis, the desire of Trinidad and Tobago to play host to this particular Treaty. And we have offered ourselves as the country in the city of Port of Spain to host the Arms Trade Treaty Secretariat, lean as it must be, but it must be put into place to ensure the enforcement of the provisions of the Arms Trade Treaty. So I take this opportunity to ask for your support in our bid to do so. There are many reasons for us to ask, but perhaps the most important one from the point of view of the global dynamics of today is the need for United Nations Headquarters to be distributed globally on a more equitable basis. And it is in that context we seek the support of members of the OAS. 

Mr. President, may I just end with a few remarks on some of the current issues before us and indicate our sense of optimism that has emerged during the course of this meeting. It is an optimism that allows us today to look with some form of achievement at the peace process in Colombia, one of our neighbours in the Caribbean. And we support the efforts that they continue to make in that regard. 

We also agree that there is need to strengthen the OAS human rights system, but it must be done not on the basis of any political agenda, but on the basis of the agenda of human rights itself. 

We recognise that the Dominican Republic issue has bogged us down for a little while and we look forward for an early and effective solution to this matter so that we can move ahead in developing a wider collaborative effort in the Region. 

Venezuela has been, for Trinidad and Tobago, our first and nearest neighbour. And we value our strategic relationship in the economic and diplomatic fronts with Venezuela. And we take delight that there has been a call by many countries here today, including Venezuela itself, and the United States, for meaningful dialogue as a way to resolve this issue in the fastest time so that we can move on with the agenda that has been laid out. We therefore support that move for meaningful dialogue and to be able to solve that problem. 

And finally, Mr. President, we recognise that if the OAS is to become a true bastion of multilateralism and its advocacy of multilateralism can be enforced in the future, there can be no exclusion in the Hemisphere for any country that ought to be there. And we have made it clear on several occasions – and we make it clear again – that we believe that Cuba, the Republic of Cuba, should be invited to the next Summit of the Americas. We look forward to the appropriate deliberations on this matter to make that a point of departure in the years ahead. 

It is therefore in this context, Mr. President, we are particularly happy of the nature of the debate that is taking on, the tone of the discussions that has happened here, and we see this not only as a renewal, but also as a regeneration of an interest in building the OAS as the premiere multilateral forum for discussion in an open, frank and candid way on issues affecting all of us in the Caribbean and in Latin America. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 

[image: image2.wmf] 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG06560T01.doc�









_1457776774.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY


