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Honourable Ministers

Distinguished Representatives

Let me first express my profound appreciation to the Government and people of Paraguay for the warm hospitality extended to my delegation since our arrival in this beautiful and historic city of Asunción.

I wish to also convey to you, Mr. President, heartiest congratulations and best wishes on your as your assumption of the Presidency of the General Assembly. Congratulations to Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martin of St. Kitts and Nevis on her election as Chair of the General Committee. 

Mr. President, 

I also wish to join in conveying best wishes to Secretary General Insulza and Assistant Secretary General Ramdin, both of whom will demit office early next year to start another chapter in their lives. On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, I convey appreciation for the support provided to Jamaica under your stewardship for cooperation in relation to crime fighting and security, education, social development, tourism, natural disaster reduction, as well as the invaluable scholarship and training programmes. 

Secretary General Insulza, we also wish to highlight with appreciation, your sustained efforts at giving greater visibility to the OAS and for assisting in strengthening relations among the OAS, Jamaica and CARICOM, during your tenure.

Mr. President, 

Jamaica welcomes the selection of the theme of this year’s General Assembly, “Development with Social Inclusion”. This is quite relevant, given the priority being placed on the economic and social development of our region at this time, particularly as many of our countries contemplate the elaboration of a global development framework which will lead to sustainable development in our countries. I believe the theme is also timely as we continue to dialogue on the Secretary General’s proposal on a “Strategic Vision for the OAS”, which is intended to transform the Organisation into a more effective platform for political and policy dialogue on the four main pillars of the Organisation, namely human rights, democracy, security and integral development. 

Mr. President,

Inequalities in income and wealth have remained unacceptably high, with growing disparities across groups of countries and regions. The United Nations Research Institute on Social Development (UNRISD) 2013 report entitled “ Inequalities and the Post-2015 Development Agenda”,  indicates that the richest 1% of the world’s population now control approximately 40% of global assets, while the poorest half owns just one percent. 

A recent ECLAC study also points to slow GDP growth in the Latin American region and even slower growth in the Caribbean. The high levels of public debt, growing unemployment, and challenges with the delivery of social services, such as health, education and the justice system, continue to contribute to the persistence of poverty and inequality in our region and hinder our development process. 
These inequalities are multi-dimensional and cross-cutting, spanning the economic, social, cultural, political and environmental spheres. It manifests itself in the different levels of access to natural resources, water and sanitation, education, health care, employment, training and other opportunities, earnings and social protection. Inequalities and inequity also relate to barriers that limit international trade opportunities and financial activities and, therefore, require structural changes globally, regionally and within individual societies.

Mr. President,

The Draft Declaration of Asunción, which we hope to adopt today, fittingly draws attention to the fact that in spite of efforts made, inequity and social exclusion continue to adversely affect our Hemisphere. It encourages the recognition and acknowledgement of the most vulnerable in our society and challenges governments to take steps to incorporate them in the development process. Jamaica, therefore, supports the Declaration as presented.

Mr. President, 

Jamaica accords the highest priority to ensuring social inclusion while seeking to attain national growth and development. 

Jamaica has adopted a people-centered approach to development which encompasses addressing inequalities in order to enhance human, social and economic development. This includes respect for fundamental freedoms and universally recognized human rights, based on the principles of equality and non-discrimination.

Jamaica’s National Development Plan entitled Vision 2030 is an inclusive Plan aimed at enabling Jamaica to achieve developed country status by 2030, as well as making Jamaica “the place of choice to live, work, raise families and do business”. 

The Plan seeks to, inter alia: ensure equitable access to modern education and training appropriate to the needs of each person; provide quality and timely healthcare for the mental, physical and emotional well-being of our people; facilitate youth empowerment; create prosperity through the sustainable use and management of our natural resources; provide full access to efficient and reliable infrastructure and services; ensure the full integration in society of the elderly and disabled; create a safe and secure society; and ensure that all Jamaicans have a meaningful voice in the decision-making of our country.
Jamaica’s Short and Medium Term Growth Inducement Strategy also aims to deliver a world-class quality of life for all Jamaicans and has among its guiding principles, Partnership, Social Cohesion and Equity. 
Jamaica’s approach to addressing poverty eradication and social inequality places focus on economic growth while ensuring the protection of women, children and other vulnerable groups.  In this regard, efforts have been made to improve the Community Renewal Programme to promote creativity and entrepreneurship in targeted communities.

In July 2013, Jamaica signed for the first time, a social partnership agreement, the Partnership for Jamaica Agreement, to embark on a programme for stabilization, growth with equity, and sustainable development through social partnership. The programme will be initially implemented over the period 2013- 2016.

In addition, there is a Social Investment Fund that has greatly assisted communities through the provision of early childhood institutions, water and sanitation projects, rural feeder roads and inner-city infrastructure, as well as other targeted interventions in rural communities. Progress has also been made in access to health care, education, sports, culture, housing and social welfare. 

Mr. President, 

We note with commendation, the publication of the book entitled ‘Inequality and Social Inclusion in the Americas,’ which not only describes the various issues on the subject but highlights the contribution made by the OAS in this area. In this regard, I wish to express our gratitude to the OAS for its continued support, commitment and cooperation with Member States.

I also thank the OAS for the development assistance that has been provided to Jamaica, in particular over the past year. I highlight the ongoing assistance provided to the wind power for irrigation project; the award of fellowships and scholarships to Jamaican nationals for professional and academic development; and technical training by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) and the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE). 

Unfortunately, the development assistance received was at a significantly reduced level compared to the previous year. This is associated with the decline in funding for many OAS programmes. Jamaica hopes, therefore, that any increases in the budget will strengthen the development pillar of the OAS and forestall any further decline of the OAS through staff and programme retrenchment. 

Jamaica is cognizant of the challenges in the face of financial constraints and encourages the wise use of the Organization’s resources. We are therefore strongly in favour of mandate prioritization and the implementation at the earliest possible opportunity of the International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS). This is based on the understanding that these measures would strengthen the Organization. We also commend the management modernization process, which seeks to inculcate the principles of accountability, transparency, effectiveness and efficiency. 
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Jamaica is also fully supportive of the Strategic Vision process and welcomes the resolution presented to this General Assembly. We commend Mexico for leading the discussions.

Mr. President, 
A society that does not include the marginalized and less fortunate will not be truly on the development path. Inclusive development is essential for a better society. 

A holistic transformational approach must be taken to ensure the attainment of “Development with Social Inclusion”, taking into account that a critical element in addressing inequality involves changes in perception, attitude and practices at all levels.

The importance of financial inclusion as a contributing component to greater social inclusion cannot be overstated. The development of financial inclusion policies that would facilitate access to affordable and quality financial services by the poorest among us remains a key determinant of sustainable and inclusive growth and must be promoted.

In addition, the long term socio-economic growth and social inclusion of Small vulnerable States such as those in the Caribbean with limited capacity require closer links and cooperation among our countries, as well as closer collaboration with regional organizations such as the OAS. 

In closing, I wish to reiterate Jamaica’s long-standing commitment to the OAS. We look forward to strengthening our collaboration with Member States in order to achieve integral development and to facilitate social inclusion in our respective countries.

Jamaica supports the call for Cuba’s inclusion in the next Summit of the Americas. 
Thank you Mr. President.
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