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Item 91 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS
/
(Approved by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 19, 2010)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XX-E/94), “General Policy Framework and Priorities:  Partnership for Development”; AG/RES. 1426 (XXVI-O/96), “Support for OAS Tourism Activities”; CIDI/RES. 17 (II-O/97) and AG/RES. 1517 (XXVII-O/97), “Sustainable Tourism Development”; AG/RES 2083 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”; AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05), “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009)”; AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fostering the Development of Tourism”; and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”; and CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10), “The Importance of Tourism Cooperation in the Americas”; 
RECOGNIZING:


The significant contribution of the tourism sector to the economies of the member states, the important role tourism plays in poverty reduction, the creation of employment, rest, recreation, entrepreneurship opportunities, and the development of micro, small, and medium enterprises, as well as its multiplier effect and excellent potential for long-term growth;


The ability of the tourism sector to be the catalyst for growth, particularly, in the aftermath of the recent economic downturn;


The immediate and long-term adverse impacts of natural disasters on the socioeconomic development of the countries and regions affected, including the adverse impact on the tourism industry;

Aware of:


The need to continue to promote tourism, which has become the principal foreign exchange earner for many of the economies of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), particularly the smaller ones;


The significant contribution of the tourism sector to the gross domestic product and to employment in the economies of OAS member states;


The concern of the member states regarding the scale and consequences of natural and man-made disasters, which demonstrate the need to mitigate their impact; and

AWARE ALSO that tourism development must entail protection of the environment and of biological, cultural, and historical diversity;
CONSIDERING:


The need for continuous international and regional cooperation in the sustainable development of tourism;


That partnership and increased dialogue between the private and public sectors are fundamental to the effective development and sustainability of tourism;


That sustainable management of the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to provide important economic and social benefits that support the livelihood of families and local communities and to improve the quality of life of individuals and society; 


That during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Sustainable Development in the Framework of CIDI, the Ministers affirmed the need to advance policies and initiatives that support sustainable tourism, including the exchange of information, the promotion of educational and awareness programs regarding the conservation of natural and cultural patrimonies, micro-financing opportunities for small-scale enterprises, and other mechanisms;
That many of the tourism activities in the Hemisphere are carried out by micro, small, and medium enterprises, and that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) has supported the efforts of member states, including numerous initiatives throughout the Hemisphere, to promote and strengthen their competitiveness;


That natural and man-made disasters have the potential to adversely impact the tourism sector, particularly, the competitiveness of the micro, small, and medium tourism enterprises;

That sustainable tourism development is one of the pillars of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009);


The importance of urgently reducing the vulnerability of the tourism sector in the member states to natural hazards through; the development of national natural disaster risk reduction strategies, mutual assistance, technical cooperation, land-use planning, and improvement of building codes oriented to the tourism sector,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to increase its efforts to support member states in fostering tourism development, particularly promoting the competitiveness of the micro, small, and medium tourism enterprises.
2. To instruct SEDI to explore the possibility of expanding the “Technical Assistance Program for Small Hotels:  Strengthening of the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium hotel enterprises and creation of regional partnership mechanisms” to the other member states.

3. To foster cooperation, coordination, and synergies of efforts among the Organization of American States (OAS), financial institutions, specialized agencies, regional and subregional organizations, social actors, and other entities that support tourism development and competitiveness in the OAS member states, addressing priority issues for the sector.
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To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to hold the corresponding consultations with the member countries and to present a brief and succinct document on the advisability of holding an annual tourism fair.

5. To continue working in close collaboration with other multilateral and regional private and public sector agencies to develop and adopt an integral education, skills development, and training strategy, which includes the most recent environmentally sustainable technologies and focuses on the professionalization of the sector seeking to improve the performance, productivity, and competitiveness of the micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors to increase their competitiveness.

6. To urge the Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Sustainable Development from the Hemisphere, in the context of their efforts to follow up on implementation of the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development (2006-2009), to consider, at their next meeting, scheduled to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, the importance of sustainable tourism.

7. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to support the member states in their considerations to design and implement regional and subregional programs to improve the performance of the tourism sector and to increase its resilience to disasters, particularly natural disasters, and reactivate the economies affected by them.

8. To instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to explore the possibility of convening the Inter-American Travel Congress and, if it is convened, to request SEDI to support its preparation.

9. To instruct CEPCIDI to assess the feasibility and the advisability of creating an Inter-American Committee on Tourism Development.

10. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	The Governments of the Republic of Nicaragua and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela believe that tourism should be viewed as a social process to benefit the entire community and to improve the quality of life of host communities. They also note for the record that the promotion of integral development in the region can only be done through policies to promote integration, cooperation, complementarity, and solidarity.
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