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Item 95 on the Agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR THE WORK OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
TAKING NOTE of United Nations General Assembly resolution A/RES/65/155, Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations, of December 20, 2010; 

RECOGNIZING that the Caribbean Sea has unique biodiversity and highly fragile ecosystems; 
BEARING IN MIND the heavy reliance of most of the Caribbean economies on their coastal areas, as well as on the marine environment in general, to achieve their sustainable development goals; 
RECOGNIZING the efforts of the Association of Caribbean States in developing and implementing regional initiatives to promote the sustainable conservation and management of coastal and marine resources; 
RECALLING also the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region, signed at Cartagena de Indias, on 24 March 1983, and the protocols thereto, which inter alia provides a framework for contracting parties to take all appropriate measures in conformity with international law and in accordance with this Convention and those of its protocols in force to which they are parties to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the Convention area and to ensure sound environmental management, using for this purpose the best practicable means at their disposal and in accordance with their capabilities
RECALLING the creation by the Association of Caribbean States of the Caribbean Sea Commission to promote and oversee the sustainable use of the Caribbean Sea; and 
TAKING NOTE that the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission, includes scientific, technical, governance and outreach components, all with a focus on living marine resources of the Wider Caribbean Sea, including linkages with the productive sectors such as fisheries and tourism, and transportation and considering the threats posed by climate change, as well as the role of the seas as a carbon sink, 
RESOLVES:
1. To encourage member states to support: to the extent possible, the Caribbean Sea Commission in its work. 
2. To invite the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, as appropriate, to support  the Caribbean Sea Commission, in the mobilization of financial resources, capacity-building, the development of technical and technological cooperation, and the exchange of experiences in the field in which the Commission  is actively engaged. 
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To invite the Association of Caribbean States to submit to the Secretary-General a Report on the progress made in the implementation of this present resolution for consideration of the General Assembly at its forty-third session. 
4. To request the Permanent Council and the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. 
5. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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