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REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT ITS FORTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

To carry out the responsibilites assigned to it by the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly in preparation for the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee held meetings on March 23rd, April 20th, May 18th and 25th, 2011 


Installation of Subsidiary Bodies


The Preparatory Committee held its first meeting on March 23, 2011. On that occasion the Committee installed the following bodies, namely:  the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters; and the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador and elected its Chairs.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, under the Chairmanship of the Head of the Delegation of El Salvador to the Organization of American States (OAS), was entrusted with the preparation of the Preliminary Draft Agenda of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly, taking into account the provisions of the OAS Charter
/ and Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee.


The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, under the Chairmanship of Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, was charged with implementing the mandate of the General Assembly resolution AG/RES.1 (Xl-E/10) to establish an overall budget amount and sources of financing for the 2012 Program-Budget of the Organization.


The Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador, under the Chairmanship of the Head of the Delegation of El Salvador was entrusted with the consideration of the proposal presented by the Government of El Salvador for said Draft Declaration.


Subcomittee on Agenda and Procedures

At its meeting of April 20, 2011, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly considered the Report of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-228/11), presented by Ambassador Luis Menéndez, Interim Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, on behalf of the Chair, Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador. The Preparatory Committee took note of the Report presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, attached hereto as Appendix I. 

· Draft Agenda 


On April 20th, 2011, the Preparatory Committee approved the Preliminary Draft Agenda of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly as presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure.


In compliance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter and Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly,
/ the Preparatory Committee decided to forward to the Governments of the Member States the Draft Agenda for the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly. 


At it meeting of May 18, 2011, the Preparatory Committee considered the requests by Canada and Venezuela to withdraw two topics from the Draft Agenda and the request of Bolivia to include a new topic. As provided for in Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the modifications requested were approved by the required two-thirds majority vote of the Committee’s members.

The decisions so adopted were:

1. The removal of the topic “Amendments to Articles 20 and 44 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat: Suspension of the Selection Competition Requirement.”

2. The withdrawal of the topic “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America.” 

3. The inclusion of the topic “Change of Date of the Forty-second Regular Session of the General Assembly.” 


Subsequently, on May 25, 2011, in response to a request  by the Delegation of Argentina, the Preparatory Committee considered the Draft Agenda and proceeded, in compliance with Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and with   required two-thirds majority vote of the delegations, to remove the topic “Amendments to Resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), “Measures to Encourage the Timely Payment of Quotas,” from the Draft Agenda of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Draft Agenda as approved is attached hereto as Appendix II.

· Draft Schedule

On April 20th, 2011, the Preparatory Committee approved the Preliminary Draft Schedule of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly as presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, attached hereto as Appendix III.

· Procedural Matters

At its meeting of April 20, 2011, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly considered the Report of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-228/11), presented by Ambassador Luis Menéndez, Interim Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, on behalf of the Chair, Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador.  Accordingly, the Committee decided to submit to the General Assembly the following recommendations on procedural matters:

· Maximum duration of the statements of Heads of Ddelegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly Session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Installation and mandate of the General Committee


Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas


At its meeting on May 18, 2011, the Preparatory Committee also considered the report of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, which was presented by the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS.


The “Draft Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas,” attached hereto as Appendix IV, was agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee, with the exception of the title and the declaratory paragraph 16 wich are agreed ad referendum of the delegations of Mexico and Canada, respectively.  The Preparatory Committee recommends that further deliberations be persued during the Forty-First Regular Session of the General.
Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

 
The Preparatory Committee met on May 25, 2011 and received the Report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, on the Subcommittee’s consideration of the proposal by the General Secretariat regarding the establishment of the overall budget amount and sources of financing for the 2012 Program-Budget, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) rev.1. The proposal was to include income from quotas, income from interest earned and rentals, technical management and administrative support contributions from FEMCIDI, income from trust funds and specific funds, all other miscellaneous income. The overall budget amount was to include a proposal for covering the mandatory cost of living increases. 

The Report of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters contains conclusions and recommendations on the subject presented to the Preparatory Committee for consideration, document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-364/11 rev. 1, attached hereto as Appendix V.
The Subcommitte on Administrative and Budgetary Matters recommendss that the Preparatory Committee forward to the General Assembly the draft resolution, “Financing the Program-Budget of the Organization for 2012.” The Preparatory Committee agreed to present the draft resolution for consideration by the General Assembly at its Forty-First Regular Session,  attached hereto as Appendix VI.


The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly duly submits for the consideration of the General Assembly the matters it reviewed in preparation for the Forty-First Regular Session, which are included in this Report.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

 


Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol

Permanent Representative of Grenada

Chair of the Preparatory Committee
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration a report on the results of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee in the preparations for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


On March 23, 2011, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it by Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter. 

II. PROCEEDINGS

In fulfillment of the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure has met thus far on April 6, 13, and 18, 2011.

1. Meeting of April 6, 2011

On April 6, 2011, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its first meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11) was presented to the member states. It was drawn up by the General Secretariat on the basis of issues identified in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and in fulfillment of the mandates decided by the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, and note was taken of the following requests received: 

· Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia. Request by the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia (AG/CP/doc.792/11).
· Migrants, Displaced Persons, and Extra-Continental Refugees. Request by the Permanent Mission of Panama (AG/CP/doc.793/11).
· “Report on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies” and presentation of the compendium “Approach to a frame of reference for common standards and best practices used by electoral organizations and authorities to manage and control electoral processes.” Request by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (AG/CP/doc.795/11)
· Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission. Request by the Permanent Mission of Barbados (AG/CP/doc.794/11).

Upon the presentation of the request by the delegation of Bolivia for inclusion of the “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the draft agenda and draft schedule for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the delegation of Chile commented on said request and asked to have the following statement entered in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

“Mr. Chair,


“Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly because it relates to matters that are strictly bilateral and beyond the purview of this Organization.


“I hereby request that this statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.”


The Subcommittee took note of the statements by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile and, in order to allow the delegations sufficient time to study the preliminary draft agenda, the Chair suggested that its consideration be continued at the next meeting. It was so agreed.

b.
Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations or of requests for the inclusion of topics on the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 15, 2011, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the preliminary draft agenda for the General Assembly session and/or to request the inclusion of new topics.

c.
Establishment of a deadline for the submission of draft declarations and draft resolutions


April 18, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. was set as the deadline for submitting new draft resolutions. In accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, said drafts must be submitted to the Secretary General with an indication of the agenda item to which they refer. The Subcommittee also decided that the date established to facilitate the preparations for the General Assembly session did not imply a modification of Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

1. Agreement on the draft agenda and draft schedule for the dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session


The Subcommittee decided to request that the General Secretariat transmit to the Subcommittee, through the corresponding technical offices, the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly: with civil society representatives, with permanent observers, with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, and with workers’ representatives.

2. Meeting of April 13, 2011

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 13, 2011, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee considered the Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev. 1). At the meeting, the Alternate Representative of Brazil, Mr. Wilson Dockhorn Jr., requested inclusion of the topic “Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and creation of an inter-American rapid product safety warning system” on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session. 


The Alternate Representative of Mexico, Ms. Karla Ornelas, referred to the request by her government regarding the topic “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011,” indicating that it requested consideration of this topic during the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly session.


The Alternate Representative of Panama, Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, reported that his government had decided to reformulate the title of the topic proposed as “Migrants, displaced persons, and extra-continental refugees” as “Protection of the human rights of extra-continental refugees.” He also reported that they would present a draft resolution on this topic and requested that it be considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

The Alternate Representative of Barbados, Mr. Ricardo Kellman, presented the request of his government regarding inclusion of the topic “Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session.



Mr. Rafael Franzini, Assistant Executive Secretary, Executive Secretariat, Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), referred to the request that had been presented by the Chairman of CICAD and reported that it had been withdrawn.


In response to the requests received, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the following topics on the Preliminary Draft Agenda: 

i. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia

ii. Protection of the human rights of extra-continental refugees

iii. Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission 

iv. Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011

v. Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy 
vi. The socio-economic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Hemisphere 

vii. Promotion of the rights to freedom of assembly and of association in the Americas

viii. Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and creation of an inter-American rapid product safety warning system
b. Agreement on the draft agendas for the dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure:

· Decided to hold, on Sunday, June 5, 2011, the dialogues of heads of delegation with civil society, with the permanent observers, with workers’ representatives, and with representatives of the Private Sector Forum.

· Approved the draft agendas recommended by the Secretariat for the dialogues with: civil society, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-210/11; with the permanent observers, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-211/11; and with workers, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-212/11.

· Requested the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the Secretariat to continue developing the draft agenda, to identify the spokespersons for the heads of delegation for the dialogue with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, and to present it to the Subcommittee for its consideration at the next meeting.

· Requested the technical areas of the General Secretariat with responsibility for organizing the four events to prepare a document supporting each of the dialogues and to present them at the next meeting

c. Other procedural matters

With a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to make the following proposals:

· Maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): six minutes.

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Monday, June 6, at 11:00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 5 to 7, 2011.

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those resolutions on which no consensus was reached prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly session.

The Subcommittee decided to submit these recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

3. Meeting of April 18, 2011

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 18, 2011, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda and the inclusion of new topics


The Subcommittee continued its consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev. 3), and, in view of the information provided by the Chair of Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) regarding the list of draft resolutions being considered by CEPCIDI for referral to the General Assembly, decided to amend Section B.II of the Preliminary Draft Agenda by replacing it in its entirety with the list submitted by the CEPCIDI Chair. This is reflected in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev. 3.

The Subcommittee agreed, following a request made by the delegation of Venezuela, to amend the title of the topic “Report on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and presentation of the compendium ‘Approach to a frame of reference for common standards and best practices used by electoral organizations and authorities to manage and control electoral processes,’” the inclusion of which was requested by that country’s delegation, and call it “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America.”

The Subcommittee also considered and approved the inclusion of the following topics on the preliminary draft agenda for the 41st regular session of the General Assembly:

i. Amendments to Articles 20 and 44 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat: Suspension of the selection competition requirement. Request made by the delegation of Canada.

ii. Amendments to resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), “Measures to Encourage the Timely Payment of Quotas.” Request made by the delegation of Canada.

iii. Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere. Request made by the delegation of Canada.

iv. Importance of the Creation of National CSIRTs and Cooperation by OAS Member States on Cybersecurity Matters. Request made by the delegation of El Salvador.

The deadline agreed on for the presentation of new topics for inclusion on the preliminary draft agenda of the 41st regular session of the General Assembly having passed, the Subcommittee agreed to submit it to the consideration of the Preparatory Committee, which it did on April 20, 2011. 

b.
Consideration of the preliminary draft schedule of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure studied the preliminary draft schedule, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-255/11, prepared by the Secretariat in coordination with the Government of El Salvador, which follows the model adopted for previous sessions of the General Assembly. 


During the discussions, the delegation of Venezuela requested that consideration of the topic “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America” be included in the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly. Similar requests were made by the delegation of Mexico for dealing with the topic “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011” and by the delegation of Guatemala for the topic “Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy.” 


The Subcommittee also agreed, following a request made by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to include, in the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly, a presentation by the President of the CIM on the importance of considering the particular security situation of women. 


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure approved the preliminary draft schedule of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly as set out in document AG/CP/SUB.TP- 225/11 rev. 

c.
Continued consideration of the draft agenda of Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of the private sector forum 


The Subcommittee again considered the draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of the private sector forum, and it approved document AG/CP/SUB.TP-213/11 rev. 1. The Subcommittee instructed the technical area of the General Secretariat responsible for its organization to continue with its discussions to identify the representatives of the private sector forum who are to address this event and to report back thereon to the member states. 

d.
Agreement on the schedule of meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly


The Subcommittee considered a proposed schedule prepared by the Secretariat, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-226/11, which, since the Government of El Salvador was still conducting consultations on the matter, will serve as an indicative proposal to be defined in due course for the dialogues with civil society representatives, with the permanent observers, with the representatives of the private sector forum, and with the workers’ representatives.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meetings of April 6, 13, and 18, 2011, considered and decided to make the following recommendations to the Preparatory Committee on the matters considered by said Subcommittee: 

1. Draft agenda

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends that the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly consider the draft agenda for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev.3), which was drawn up pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Draft schedule

Following its consideration of the draft schedule for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-225/11 rev.1), the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to forward it to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration, with the recommendation that consideration of the topics (a) “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America,” (b) “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011,” (c) “Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy,” (d) “Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM),” be included in the fourth plenary session.

3. Statements by heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule for the General Assembly session, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that would be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.

4. Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

By the powers vested in it by Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee also decided, as suggested by the Chair, to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that April 18, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., be set as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the General Assembly session. That decision, adopted to facilitate the preparations for the General Assembly, shall in no way imply a modification of Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. For the application of that article, the Subcommittee recommended that, once the session had begun, Monday, June 6, 2011, at 11:00 a.m., be set as the time limit.

5. Minutes

In accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary.

6. Duration

It was decided that the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 5 to 7, 2011.

7. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:

a. To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

b. To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c. To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

In the absence of the Permanent Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Ambassador Luis Menéndez Castro, Interim Representative of El Salvador, chaired the meetings of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on behalf of its Chair.

Ambassador Joaquín Maza

Permanent Representative of El Salvador

Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
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DRAFT AGENDA

FOR THE FORTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Approved by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting held on April 20, 2011 and revised

at the meetings held on May 13 and 25, 2011)

1. Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly

2. Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee by the General Assembly at its forty first regular session

3. Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization 

4. Report of the Secretary General on credentials 

5. Annual Report of the Permanent Council 

6. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

b. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

c. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

d. Inter-American Court of Human Rights

e. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

f. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

h. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

j. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

k. Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN)

l. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

m. Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

n. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

o. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

7. Determination of the place and date of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly 

8. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

a. Four members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

b. Two members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

c. Three members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

d. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS

e. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

9. The Question of the Malvinas Islands

10. Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region

11. Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent

12. Towards the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas
13. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter

14. Contributing to the Reconstruction Process in Haiti in the Wake of the January 12, 2010, Massive Earthquake

15. Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States

16. Celebrating Fifty Years of Scholarship Awards:  Reaffirming Support for the OAS Scholarship Program and Institutional Cooperation in Higher Education

17. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

18. Promotion by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) of Cooperation for the Development and Dissemination of Information and Communication Technologies in the Americas

19. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

20. Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors

21. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

22. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality

23. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

24. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law

25. Promotion of the International Criminal Court

26. Inter-American Program for the Development of International

27. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas

28. Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas

29. Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information

30. Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)

31. Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media

32. Human Rights and Older Persons

33. Internally Displaced Persons

34. Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas

35. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism

36. Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment

37. The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and of Their Families

38. Right To The Truth

39. Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families

40. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity

41. Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)

42. Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States

43. Protocol of San Salvador: Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties

44. Education on Human Rights in Formal Education in the Americas

45. Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas

46. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

47. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

48. Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA)

49. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

50. Follow-Up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption

51. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)

52. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities

53. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP)

54. Follow-Up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”

55. Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

56. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)

57. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

58. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean

59. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

60. Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere

61. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

62. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

63. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

64. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
65. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
66. Follow-Up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

67. Regional Strategy to Promote Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs

68. Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

69. Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere

70. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

71. Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Preparation of Its Plan of Action

72. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

73. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board

74. Hemispheric Cooperation against the Crime of Kidnapping and for Support for Victims

75. Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

76. Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas

77. Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process

78. Establishment of the 2012 overall budget level and sources of financing

79. Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States that have not Ratified the Protocol of Managua

80. Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development Within the Framework of CIDI 

81. Educational Portal of the Americas: Ten years in Strengthening Human Development in the Hemisphere through Distance Learning

82. 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture

83. Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development Within the Framework of CIDI

84. Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009

85. Convocation of the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration

86. Increasing the Transparency and Effectiveness of the Inter-American Committee on Ports

87. Climate Change in the Countries of the Hemisphere

88. Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

89. Adaptation of the Inter-American Travel Congresses to the CIDI Framework and Holding of the 19th Inter-American Travel Congress

90. Extension of the Mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs

91. Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI

92. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices

93. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia

94. Protection of the Human Rights of Extracontinental Migrants

95. Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission

96. Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011

97. Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy

98. The Socio-economic and Environmental Impact of Climate Change on the Countries of the Hemisphere
99. Promotion of the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Association in the Americas

100. Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Consumer Safety and Health Network and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Alert System

101. Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere
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102. Importance of Establishing National CSIRTs and Cooperation among OAS Member States on Cyber Security Issues

103. Change of date of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly
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DRAFT SCHEDULE

(Approved by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting held on April 20, 2011, 
and revised at the meeting held on May 13, 2011)

Sunday, June 5

6:30 p.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION

Monday, June 6

9:00 a.m.
First PLENARY SESSION

1. Election of the President of the General Assembly

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Adoption of the schedule

4. Agreements adopted by the Preparatory Committee

· Report of the Chair

5. Report of the Secretary General on credentials

6. Installation of the General Committee

7. Assignment of topics and election of the Chair of the General Committee

9:30 a.m.
Second PLENARY SESSION

Dialogue of heads of delegation

Topic:  Citizen Security in the Americas

9:30 a.m.
First meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE

1:00 p.m.
Private luncheon of heads of delegation

2:30 p.m.
Second meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE

3:00 p.m.
Private dialogue of heads of delegation

Tuesday, June 7

8:30 a.m.
Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

[AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02), operative paragraph 2]

9:00 a.m.
Third meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE

10:00 a.m.
Third PLENARY SESSION

Dialogue of heads of delegation

Topic:  Citizen Security in the Americas

2:30 p.m.
Fourth PLENARY SESSION

1. The Question of the Malvinas Islands

2. Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia

3. Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (2010-2011)

· Draft resolutions agreed upon by the Permanent Council

4. Report of the General Committee

· Approval of draft resolutions

5. XVI Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011

6. Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy

7. Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women

8. Statement by a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

9. Statement by a member of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

10. Statement by a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

11. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization:

11.1
Four members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

11.2
Two members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

11.3
Three members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

11.4
One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS

11.5
One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

12. Change of date of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

13. Determination of the place and date of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

14. Consideration of the Draft “Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas”

7:00 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION
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DRAFT

DECLARATION OF SAN SALVADOR

ON CITIZEN SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

(Agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting of May 18, 2011)

DRAFT DECLARATION OF SAN SALVADOR

ON CITIZEN SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

(Title ad referendum of the Delegation of Mexico)

1. THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in San Salvador, El Salvador, at the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly; 
2. RECOGNIZING that peace, security, democracy, human rights, development, and cooperation are the pillars of the inter-American system and that they are interlinked and mutually reinforcing;
3. CONVINCED that all multilateral efforts and cooperation in the area of security must respect in full the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence of states, and of non-interference in the internal affairs of states, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, and international law, as well as take into account different perspectives with regard to threats to states’ security and their priorities; 

4. RECOGNIZING that the Declaration on Security in the Americas reiterates that the concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere, incorporates the priorities of each state, contributes to the consolidation of peace, integral development, and social justice, and is based on democratic values, respect for and promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for national sovereignty;
5. RECOGNIZING that with the adoption of the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas at the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I), held in Mexico on October 7-8, 2008, the member states expressed their political will for and the priority of confronting crime, violence, and insecurity in a joint, mutually supportive, preventive, comprehensive, coherent, effective, and continuous manner; 
6. RECOGNIZING ALSO the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security in the Americas adopted at the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA II), held in the Dominican Republic on November 3-5, 2009; 
7. REAFFIRMING that the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) and other meetings of criminal justice authorities are important and effective forums for promoting and strengthening mutual understanding, confidence, dialogue, and cooperation in developing criminal justice policies and responses to address threats to security; 
8. RECALLING the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, in the American Convention on Human Rights, and in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 
9. TAKING NOTE of the Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and presented by it in December 2009;
10. RECOGNIZING that public security is the duty and exclusive obligation of the state, strengthens the rule of law, and has as its purpose to safeguard the integrity and safety of persons and to protect the enjoyment of all their rights; 
11. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that citizen and community participation is essential in the promotion and sustainability of public security policies; 

12. RECOGNIZING  that public security conditions are improved through full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as by means of the promotion of education, culture, health, and economic and social development; 
13. RECOGNIZING furthermore the need to promote and strengthen long-term and comprehensive state policies for public security that fully ensure the protection and promotion of human rights, with an emphasis on addressing the causes of crime and violence; 

14. UNDERLINING the need to continue coordinating international measures in the area of natural disaster prevention, mitigation and assistance, while encouraging community participation and strengthening domestic capabilities as well as those of competent risk management agencies; 

15. REITERATING the commitment to promote, within the framework of the rule of law, a culture of peace and non-violence, which is understood as a set of values, attitudes, and modes of behavior based on respect for life, human beings, and their dignity, and which gives priority to human rights, ending of violence, and adherence to the principles of freedom, justice, democracy, solidarity, tolerance, and respect for diversity; 
16. RECOGNIZING that crime and violence crime impair the social, economic, and political development of their societies;
17. CONSIDERING ALSO that, in the OAS Charter, the member states agreed that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income, and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development; 
18. RECOGNIZING the need to take action to bring about conditions for social, economic, political and cultural development so as to promote social inclusion, reduce inequity and create opportunities for their people thereby contributing to the prevention of crime, violence and insecurity;

19. REITERATING the commitment to address the challenges related to pandemics and natural and man-made disasters; 

20. REAFFIRMING that states have a duty and responsibility to provide the humanitarian assistance necessary to protect the life, integrity, and dignity of their inhabitants in natural or man-made disasters; 
21. CONSIDERING the importance of adopting policies, programs, and actions to prevent and confront crime, violence, and insecurity, including measures for the protection of vulnerable groups;
22. CONVINCED that elimination of violence against women in all its dimensions is an indispensable condition for their individual and social advancement and for their full and equal participation in society; as well as of the importance of including a gender perspective in security policies;
23. RECOGNIZING the importance of providing  youth, particularly at-risk youth, with opportunities for and access to education, training, employment, culture, sports, and recreation, in order to prevent violence; 

24. REAFFIRMING that prevention, punishment, and eradication of migrant smuggling, trafficking in persons and exploitation in all its forms, including sexual exploitation of women and minors, are obligations of the member states that should be addressed in accordance with the national and international legal instruments on such matters, and when appropriate, in partnership with civil society;
25. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that transnational organized criminal activities can be used to finance and facilitate terrorism;

26. RECOGNIZING the importance of continuing to strengthen law enforcement and criminal justice capabilities;

27. RECOGNIZING the importance of mutual assistance in criminal matters and extradition in response to the preparation, planning, commission, execution, or financing of acts of terrorism, as well as corruption and organized crime, in accordance with domestic law and international agreements;
28. CONSIDERING the importance of international cooperation for improving economic and social conditions and thereby strengthening public security;
29. REAFIRMING the importance of maintaining and strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation on security-related matters, 
DECLARE:

1. That it is their priority to continue directing their political will, efforts and actions to strengthen citizen security, as a component of public security, in their countries.

2. The obligation of states to develop and implement public policies in the area of public security in the framework of a democratic order, the rule of law, and observance of human rights, geared towards providing security and strengthening peaceful coexistence in their communities.
3. That public security policies must encourage measures for dealing with the causes of crime, violence, and insecurity.
4. That the individual is at the center of citizen security, understood as a component of public security and should therefore be a partner in the definition and implementation of ways to build more secure and sustainable communities and societies that conform to their aspirations for democracy and for socioeconomic and cultural development.

5. That public security policies require the participation and cooperation of multiple actors, such as individuals, government at all levels, civil society, communities, the mass media, the private sector, and academia in order to reinforce promotion of a culture of peace and non violence and respond effectively and in a participatory manner to the needs of society as a whole.
6. The importance of strengthening the capacity of the State to develop comprehensive, long-term public security policies with a gender-based perspective, bearing in mind the needs of vulnerable groups, including the promotion and protection of human rights, and adapting, as necessary, the appropriate legal frameworks, structures, programs,  operating procedures, and management mechanisms.

7. The need to continue implementing policies and measures in the area of prevention, law enforcement, rehabilitation, and reintegration into society, in order to ensure a comprehensive approach in combating crime, violence, and insecurity, for the purpose of enhancing public security.
8. The determination to design public policies and educational programs with a view to achieving a cultural transformation aimed at eradicating domestic violence.
9. The importance of continuing to foster measures to ensure that their populations have access to justice and to the protection afforded by an effective, transparent, and reliable criminal justice system.
10. The need to continue promoting prison systems based on respect for human dignity and human rights, including policies and practices geared towards rehabilitation and reintegration into society.
11. Their commitment to strengthen the links between development and security  and, in this regard, foster the increasing coordination between the areas of integral development and multidimensional security of the OAS.

12. The importance of maintaining and strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation on security-related matters.
13. The commitment to reinforce inter-American partnership for integral development and to strengthen cooperation mechanisms and actions to urgently address extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion. 
14. The need to continue coordinating international measures in the area of disaster prevention, mitigation and assistance, while encouraging community participation and strengthening domestic capabilities as well as those of competent risk management agencies.
15. The need to continue strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation mechanisms, in keeping with the principles established in the OAS Charter, to address, prevent and combat, in a comprehensive and effective manner, transnational organized crime, illicit arms trafficking, trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants, the global drug problem, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal gangs and technology-related crime, including cybercrime, as they may affect, in certain cases,  social, economic, and political development and the legal and institutional order. 
16. Instruct the Permanent Council to work, in consultation and coordination with the national authorities of the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) and of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), with the assistance of the General Secretariat, on preparation of a Hemispheric Plan of Action to follow-up on the Declaration of San Salvador, to be presented to the General Assembly at its next regular session. (APPROVED ad referendum of the delegation of Canada)
17. That they request the General Secretariat to seek adequate funding for the preparation of the Plan of Action and to report to the General Assembly at its next regular session on steps taken to achieve it.
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS OF THE 

PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE FORTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(To be presented to the Preparatory Committee at its meeting of May 25, 2011)

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS OF THE 

PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE FORTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (SAAP) of the Preparatory Committee of the the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the member states for their consideration a summary of the preparations by the SAAP for the regular session of the General Assembly to be held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from June 5 to 7, 2011.

I. OFFICERS
The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (SAAP) was installed by the Preparatory Committee on March 23, 2011 and elected the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council (CAAP), Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, as Chair of the SAAP. 

II. ASSIGNMENT OF topics FOR STUDY BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE
In accordance with the provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and pursuant to operative paragraph III.A.1.a of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) corr. 1, the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly to consider a proposal to establish the overall budget level and sources of financing for the 2012 program-budget of the Organization. Accordingly, the Preparatory Committee instructed the Subcommittee to consider the budgetary matters to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption. The Subcommittee considered the overall budgetary level for 2012 and total income from member state quotas.

III. PROCEEDINGS

A. Guidelines for the preparation of the program-budget for 2012
At the meeting of the Permanent Council held on May 13, 2011, the Secretary General presented to the member states the financial situation of the Organization for 2012, and indicated that two fundamental matters had to be addressed in the draft resolution to be referred to the General Assembly at its forty-first session:  (a) the total budget of the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2012; and (b) establishment of the quotas that the member states will contribute to finance the Organization’s operations in 2012.  The Secretary also made the following proposals:

· Set the level of the Regular Fund’s 2012 program-budget at $ 87.9 million; 

· Set the net quotas of the Regular Fund at $83.1 million;

· Finance $2.3 million with resources from the recovery of the indirect costs of projects financed with external funds and $341,000 from FEMCIDI for Technical and Administrative Support; 

· Finance $2.2 million with resources from other income (interest, rent, and amortizations); and

· Adopt a mechanism for the period 2012-2014 that adjusts the total quotas to a maximum of 3% annually only to respond to inflationary increases in the Regular Fund. 


Based on the Secretary General’s presentation, the Subcommittee held its first meeting on May 19 to consider the matters he had discussed, as well as the draft resolution “Financing the 2012 Program-Budget of the Organization.” The Subcommittee focused on consideration of the matter of income from member state quotas, taking into consideration the Secretary General’s proposal for a 3% increase in quotas.  Ultimately, the SAAP approved the draft resolution at its meeting of May 23. 

B. Conclusion of the work of the SAAP

The SAAP completed its work in preparation for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly on May 23, 2011, upon reaching consensus on the overall level of the program-budget for 2012 and on income from member state quotas for that year.  At that meeting, the delegations decided not to adopt an automatic mechanism that would adjust the total quotas to a maximum of 3% annually of the Regular Fund for the 2012-2014 period.  Accordingly, the SAAP approved the draft resolution “Financing of 2012 Program-Budget of the Organization” (document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-360/11 rev. 2), which resolved:
· To set the overall budget level of the program-budget of the Regular Fund for 2012 at US$85,350,800, and to finance it as follows:
· Net contributions of member states in the form of Regular Fund quota payments of US$80,685,150, apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and the measures intended to encourage the prompt payment of quotas adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00);
· Contribution of US$341,300 from FEMCIDI to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which contribution, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, will be up to 15% of the net amount approved in 2011 for execution in 2012;

· Income of US$2,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support of the trust funds and specific funds; and
· Other income of US$1,824,350 for interest, rentals, and amortizations, inter alia.


In concluding this report on the preparations by the SAAP for the next regular session of the General Assembly, I would like to express my gratitude to all delegations for their contributions and their participation.

Virgilio Alcántara
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly
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Item 78 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FINANCING OF THE 2012 PROGRAM-BUDGET OF THE ORGANIZATION

(Agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee at the meeting of May 25, 2011)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc._______);

The report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly on the financing of the 2012 program-budget of the Organization (AG/CP/Sub.AAP-364/11);

The annual report of the Board of External Auditors (CP/doc.4555/11), presented to the Permanent Council on May 4, 2011; and


The report presented on May 13, 2011, by the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the financial situation of the Organization with a view to the 2012 program-budget (CP/INF.6248/11);
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, in accordance with Articles 54.e and 55 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the General Assembly approves the program-budget of the Organization and establishes the basis for setting the quota that each government is to contribute to the maintenance of the Organization, taking into account the respective countries’ ability to pay and their determination to contribute in an equitable manner;
That the General Assembly, at its thirtieth regular session, in resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), approved measures intended to encourage the timely payment of quotas; 
That the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth special session, in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), approved the method for calculating the scale of quotas for financing the Regular Fund of the Organization; and

That, according to the method established by resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), the quota percentages of the member states for the years 2012-2014 have been assigned;

CONSIDERING:

That human rights, democracy and governance, integral development, and multidimensional security are pillars of the Organization;
That under resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) rev. 1 the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters to consider a proposal to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session, to be held in June 2011, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2012 program-budget, including quota income, interest and rental income, contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from FEMCIDI and from trust and specific funds, and all other miscellaneous income; and that the overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost-of-living and statutory increases;


That the General Assembly established in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) rev. 1 that the total expenditure on personnel (object 1) should not exceed 64.38 percent of the indicative figure for the 2012 Regular Fund program-budget, including any statutory increases that might be required; and

That it is necessary to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2012 program-budget, which will be adopted by the General Assembly at a special session to be held no later than October 31, 2011,

RESOLVES:

1. To set the quotas through which the member states will finance the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2012 and the assessments for income tax reimbursements in keeping with the methods adopted in resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and AG/RES. 41 (I-O/71), respectively, using the scale and amounts that appear in Table A, Regular Fund, Quota Assessments for 2012.

2. To set the overall budget level of the program-budget of the Regular Fund for 2012 at US$85,350,800, and to finance it as follows:

a.
Net contributions of member states in the form of Regular Fund quota payments of US$80,685,150, apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and the measures intended to encourage the prompt payment of quotas adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00);

b.
Contribution of US$341,300 from FEMCIDI to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which contribution, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, will be up to 15% of the net amount approved in 2011 for execution in 2012;

c.
Income of US$2,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support of the trust funds and specific funds; and

d.
Other income of US$1,824,350 for interest, rentals, and amortizations, inter alia.

[image: image2.emf]Assessed Quota  Tax  2011 Quota

Member States Percentage Assessment Reimbursement Credits Total Assessment

Antigua and Barbuda 0.022% 17,900 17,900 17,900

Argentina 2.408% 1,964,300 1,964,300 2,619,400

Bahamas 0.062% 50,600 1,884 48,716 62,800

Barbados 0.045% 36,700 8,000 44,700 48,900

Belize 0.022% 17,900 358 17,542 17,900

Bolivia 0.049% 40,000 750 39,250 37,500

Brazil 9.941% 8,109,400 8,109,400 6,487,700

Canada 11.972% 9,766,100 252,576 9,513,524 11,225,600

Chile 1.189% 969,900 17,506 952,394 875,300

Colombia 1.049% 855,700 855,700 684,400

Costa Rica 0.221% 180,300 3,050 177,250 152,500

Dominica 0.022% 17,900 17,900 17,900

Dominican Republic 0.257% 209,600 3,362 206,238 168,000

Ecuador 0.258% 210,500 3,378 207,122 168,900

El Salvador 0.114% 93,000 93,000 85,700

Grenada 0.022% 17,900 17,900 17,900

Guatemala 0.168% 137,000 3,114 133,886 152,500

Guyana 0.022% 17,900 358 17,542 17,900

Haiti 0.034% 27,700 27,700 36,700

Honduras       c 0.051% 41,600 41,600 36,700

Jamaica 0.093% 75,900 75,900 100,300

Mexico 8.281% 6,755,200 132,822 6,622,378 6,641,100

Nicaragua 0.034% 27,700 734 26,966 36,700

Panama 0.158% 128,900 128,900 133,000

Paraguay 0.093% 75,900 75,900 101,200

Peru 0.688% 561,200 561,200 451,100

Saint Kitts and Nevis 0.022% 17,900 358 17,542 17,900

Saint Lucia 0.022% 17,900 17,900 17,900

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0.022% 17,900 17,900 17,900

Suriname 0.034% 27,700 27,700 36,700

Trinidad and Tobago 0.180% 146,800 146,800 124,000

United States 59.470% 48,512,700 8,875,000 b 57,387,700 48,512,700

Uruguay 0.214% 174,600 174,600 147,700

Venezuela 2.186% 1,783,200 1,783,200 1,680,500

Subtotal 99.425% 81,105,400 8,883,000 420,250 89,568,150 80,950,800

Cuba         d 0.575% 469,100 469,100 624,100

TOTAL 100.000% 81,574,500 8,883,000 420,250 90,037,250 81,574,900

a. Represents 2% of 2011 quota assessment if full payment of 2011 quota was received by April 30, 2011,  plus 3% of any payment 

     received before January 31, 2011.

b. The amount shown is estimated and may differ from the actual amount billed.

c. Effective July 5, 2009, as per resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXXVII-E/09), Honduras has been suspended from the exercise of its right to participate in

the Organization of American States, in accordance with Article 21 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Honduras shall continue fulfilling

its financial obligations as a member state of the Organization, pursuant to the provisions of said article.

d. Shown only to establish the percentage corresponding to each member state.

e. Figure does not include prompt payment discounts or charges for income tax reimbursement.
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�.	OAS Charter, Article 60 - There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly.  The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.





�.	Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.  The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly.  The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.


�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly;  … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   “For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added] that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added], the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.”
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