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Item 60 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION
“STRENGTHENING THE TOPIC OF MIGRATION IN THE OAS: 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES” 
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2012)
The general ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2608 (XL-O/10) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” AG/RES. 2669 (XLI-O/11) “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” and all its pertinent past resolutions; 
UNDERSCORING the close nexus that exists among migration, development, and human rights, and recognizing respect for those rights as a vital pillar of development and the latter as essential to the effective exercise of these rights and to taking advantage of the positive aspects of international migration;
RECOGNIZING that all member states are countries of origin, transit, destination, or return for migrants and have the authority to regulate the migration of persons into their territories;

RECALLING WITH SATISFACTION the decision taken by the Permanent Council of the OAS at its meeting of October 24, 2007, to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) in order to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law; 

RECALLING ALSO resolution CIM/RES. 252 (XXXIV-O/08) of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which urged the CEAM to continue to integrate a gender perspective in its analysis of international migration; 

CONSIDERING the importance of continuing the analysis of migration in the Americas, within the OAS framework, in order to encourage identification of joint measures through cooperation, international, regional, and/or bilateral dialogue, as applicable, and the exchange of good practices, inter alia, by which to strengthen its advantages and address its collateral challenges; 

TAKING NOTE that the OAS should promote measures that would enrich the subregional consultative processes underway on this subject, including the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR, and the Andean Forum on Migration,
RESOLVES:

1.
To establish, on a priority basis, the Committee on Migratory Issues (CAM) as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS). The CAM shall function as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues.
2.
The CAM shall operate in accordance with the statutes and rules of procedure of CIDI and on the basis of the following guidelines, among others:

a.
A comprehensive, balanced, and technical approach that takes into consideration the contributions and challenges represented by migration for countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return.

b.
The importance of dialogue, exchanges of good practices, and the implementation of international, regional, subregional, and bilateral cooperation initiatives in the migration area, to expand the contribution made by migration to the Hemisphere’s integral development.

c.
The global nature of migration processes and the peculiarities of South-South migration in its work.
d.
Actions to strengthen the contributions of migrants by dignifying their image.

e.
The inclusion of a gender perspective in its work.

f.
It will take into consideration the work carried out by the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) and the programs carried out by the Migration and Development Program (MIDE). 

g.
The CAM shall be a forum for exchanges of experiences and lessons learned in the member states on the effective management of migration flows and for the identification of areas for possible cooperation.

3.
To instruct the CAM to review, implement, and monitor the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, with a view to optimizing its objectives. The CAM shall submit a report on the results obtained to the General Assembly.


4.
To urge the member states, permanent observers, and regional, international, and civil society organizations to consider making voluntary contributions to the work of the CAM.


5.
To instruct the Secretary General to relocate the resources assigned to the CEAM in the year 2012 to the CAM for its functions, and to consider the financial resources necessary for its operations within the Organization’s proposed program-budget for 2013.


6.
To dissolve the CEAM, recognizing with satisfaction its valuable contributions to the migration issue and the successful conclusion of the work carried out, which included the evaluation process of that work and the preparation of a proposal for the rationalization and unification of migration issues within the OAS framework. 
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7.
To request that CIDI report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution, execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the Organization’s program-budget and of other resources.
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