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(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 22, 2013)

I.
INTRODUCTION

The General Committee, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, was installed at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council held on August 1, 2012. Composed of one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, as provided in Article 15 of those Rules of Procedure.

The Committee began its work on February 8, 2013, chaired by Ambassador John E. Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the Organization of American States (OAS), and from April to June 2013, it was chaired by Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS.


In accordance with Article 32 of the Rule of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair of the General Committee hereby presents the following report on its activities in the 2012-2013 term.

II.
WORKING MEETINGS


In the period covered by this report, the Committee held nine meetings, considered five annual reports, seven reports on follow-up to the mandates of resolutions assigned to the Committee, and received nine draft resolutions.


In addition, in accordance with the decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 19, 2012,
/ the Committee established a working group to review the assigned mandates. Information on this group’s work is included in point III.D.


Described below are the activities and actions carried out by the Committee in implementation of the mandates assigned by the Permanent Council and in the Work Plan of the Committee (CP/CG-1936/13).

III.
MANDATES

A.
EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION
/
The Committee examined five of the seven annual reports assigned:
/
/
1. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

2. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

3. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

4. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

5. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

Pursuant to the instructions of the Permanent Council, the General Committee considered the organs’ annual reports on March 12 and 25 of this year under the chairmanship of Ambassador John Beale. The following sections summarize the observations and recommendations on those annual reports made by the delegations:

1. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4837/13)

At the meeting on March 12, 2013, Dr. Santiago Borrero, Secretary General of the PAIGH, presented the Institute’s Annual Report to the Committee, referring to the Institute’s Pan American Agenda for 2010-2020 and mentioning some of the scientific and capacity-building activities carried out by the Institute.  

Dr. Borrero said the PAIGH’s Pan American Agenda for 2010-2020 orients the Institute’s relationship with the inter-American system coordinated by the OAS, and that it pursues the following main objectives:  

· Consolidate the PAIGH as the Pan American regional forum for progress in geographical information and the integral development of the member states;

· Promote the development of spatial databases to support decision-making, make early warning systems more efficient, and improve disaster response;

· Identify actions that contribute to regional integration in specific fields such as climate change, land use, and natural disasters; and 

· Support the development of infrastructure for the quality of geographical data needed for analysis of processes related to specific fields, such as soil degradation, impacts on biodiversity, forest fires, occupation of coastal lands and at-risk areas (including international adjacent areas).

He also mentioned some of the results achieved with the Pan American Agenda, including the following: 

· Modernization of the national sections and increasing the sense of shared responsibility with the Institute;

· Contribution to the institutional development of organizations involved in the production of hemispheric geographical information; 

· Increased regional participation from a multidisciplinary perspective; 

· Growth in membership and the number of active experts;

· Closer ties with related international organization; and

· Consolidation of the network that will integrate the Pan American community, especially the younger generation in the member states. 

Dr. Borrero said, “in order to achieve the Agenda’s goals it is necessary to have greater continuity and sustainability of the committees within the commissions, and mesh their work more fully with the plan’s requirements; to optimize the preparation of technical assistance projects, for which it is indispensable to have the support of the national sections in the PAIGH; and to ensure that the agenda for the projects in the program is increasingly more consistent with the purposes of the PAIGH’s Pan American Agenda.” 

With respect to the Institute’s activities, he mentioned the following:

· The cooperation projects carried out by the Institute’s technical commissions and national sections, such as the “Geocentric Reference System for the Americas,” produced at the technical-scientific seminar in Concepción, Chile (Commission on Cartography), and the “Workshop on data integration and development of technical capacity for mitigating environmental challenges in the Peruvian and Brazilian Amazonia (Commissions on Cartography and Geography);

· The “History of America” project, the purpose of which is to produce a new text for middle and higher education in the countries of the region (Commission on History);

· Vulcanological studies, including “Risk perspective maps for communities living near Santa Ana volcano in El Salvador” and the “Pan American Workshop on Geomagnetism” (Commission on Geophysics); 

· The CAF-PAIGH GeoSUR program, the geospatial network for Latin America, involving 35 entities, with web map services of more than 60 servers, 30 map viewers, and 10 catalogues that contain more than 15,000 metadata.

Dr. Borrero said that “the PAIGH assigns priority to increasing regional participation from a multidisciplinary, integration-oriented perspective, therefore technical assistance projects require the participation of at least two member states.”

He also reported on the budget execution of the Institute’s scientific and operational activities, as well as the percentage of execution in technical assistance projects and publications. 

The Committee expressed its appreciation for the report presented and the Institute’s work; recognized Dr. Borrero’s leadership and work in modernizing the Institute and making it more efficient; noted the efforts accomplished to maintain a high degree of budget execution, taking into account the Organization’s financial situation; and stressed the importance of the capacity-building programs. 

The Committee decided to forward the annual report with the pertinent recommendations made by the delegations to the Permanent Council for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

2. Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.4836/13) 

On March 12, 2013, the Committee reviewed the annual report of TRIBAD. Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of the Administrative Tribunal, presented the report and discussed, among other things, the Tribunal’s activities and progress made in use of new technology to expedite proceedings and optimize the resources assigned. 

Ms. Carrillo said that during the Administrative Tribunal’s four decades of existence it has exercised a dual role for the stability of the Organization, because it administers justice by resolving labor disputes between staff of the GS/OAS and the Administration, and it establishes jurisprudence used to correct, establish, or derogate the General Secretariat’s internal rules and standards. 

Ms. Carrillo also mentioned that the organ safeguards the privilege of the Organization’s immunity vis-à-vis the jurisdiction of local courts, as established in Article 133 of the Charter and other agreements.

The Committee expressed thanks for the timely presentation of the report and decided to submit it in due course to the Permanent Council for the purposes contemplated in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3. Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/doc.4838/13)

At its meeting of March 12, 2013, the General Committee heard a presentation on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute by Mrs. Gloria Lozano de Díaz, Chair of the Directing Council of the IIN. Mrs. Lozano discussed, among other things, progress in institutional strengthening and actions carried out by the Institute, emphasizing the IIN role in the framework of the inter-American human rights system.

Mrs. Lozano noted the formation of three working groups to address the priority lines of the Plan of Action, which are coordinated by the areas of the IIN and the Director General. The groups are now at work, with geographical representation of each subregion. She also mentioned several of the results achieved by these groups, which are associated with the Institute’s areas of work (the promotion and protection of rights area, the juridical area, and the communication and information area).

In the promotion and protection of rights area, she noted the cooperation by the working group in the review and strengthening of a document of technical guidelines for establishing comprehensive early childhood protection policies and the development of a basic menu of indicators based on the observations by the Committee on Children’s Rights and other international commitments that should be applied in every country in accordance with the priorities and information generated.

She also described the Institute’s efforts to use new communication technologies, noting the web site “Our voice in color”; the holding of virtual courses and the updating of the site www.annaobserva.org, which carries topical information bulletins such as: strategies for the restitution of rights of child victims of sexual abuse, and the conclusions of the third subregional meeting.

Mrs. Lozano stressed three important aspects being carried out in the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors:

· the gathering and updating of information on the topic in the region and making it available to the states;

· the creation of information and knowledge that will contribute to the design and implementation of policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and

· human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties.

With respect to work done in the juridical area, she mentioned that the working group’s participation made it possible to generate a position paper on the responsibility of juvenile offenders, which deals with subjects such as the relevance of prevention and the need for interagency and intersector coordination, among other aspects. 

She also referred to the work done to develop tools in the area of international abduction, such as:  (1) the guidebook for central authorities to strengthen procedures and requests; (2) the glossary of terms included in the 1980 Child Abduction Convention and the Inter-American Convention of 1989 for the guidance of operators; (3) the user manual for international restitution procedures in the light of the Inter-American Convention; and (4) the toolkit of practices for operators of the central authorities of states that have and have not ratified the Inter-American Convention, and the model form and model law of the IIN and other tools deemed important for inclusion in this kit. 

On the subject of protection of children’s rights against the risk of natural disasters and emergencies, Mrs. Lozano mentioned several documents prepared with government participation through the working group, among them: (1) Organization and dissemination of information on child rights in disaster risk management; (2) Case studies; (3) Policy framework for the promotion and protection of child rights in disaster risk management. Guidelines and strategic recommendations; and (4) Strategy for the promotion and dissemination of the policy position document.

In conclusion, Mrs. Lozano mentioned that activities in the communication and information area are cross-cutting with the Institute’s actions and tasks, which are accomplished primarily through the IIN page, a site that draws about 100,000 visits per month, showing a high degree of regional penetration. She noted increased IIN activity in the social networks and the development of the virtual course for communicators working with children, which made significant strides by giving the IIN tools for continuing to promote the rights approach through the information media. 

The delegations thanked Mrs. Lozano for her detailed report and presentation; they reiterated their commitment to the Institute and congratulated it for the activity accomplished. They also mentioned the relevance of international cooperation and the use of new technologies in the Institute’s work and stressed the importance of continuing to work for the children of the hemisphere, especially in the areas included in the Plan of Action. 

The Committee decided to refer the report, along with the relevant recommendations offered by the delegations, for consideration by the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Mrs. Lozano’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1945/13.

4. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4822/13)

On March 12, 2013, the General Committee heard the presentation given by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, on the Commission’s annual report to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

Mr. Baptista described the work carried out by CITEL during 2012, with particular reference to the following:

· The introduction of telecommunications/ITC services and applications in traditional networks and in next-generation and converging networks;

· Studies on mobile terminal rates in the Americas; the situation of regulations for the new networks and telecommunication services; aspects related to the prevention, detection, policies, and action with respect to fraud and illegal practices in the provision of telecommunications/ITC services;

· The preparation of inter-American proposals for the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) and the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12);

· The development of regional measures for the inclusion of girls and women in the use of ITC and analysis of aspects of ITC and disabilities;

· The identification of the current state of the use of radio frequencies, particularly in the Americas, in order to develop resolutions and recommendations for harmonization of the spectrum usage by fixed and mobile land radiocommunications; and 

· The analysis of the implementation of satellite systems by the CITEL member states.

He also referred to efforts to incorporate gender mainstreaming in the work of CITEL; enhancing his secretariat’s priority activities; and encouraging cooperation with international and regional organizations working in the field. 

Mr. Baptista also identified CITEL’s priority topics for the 2012–2014 period. These are concentrated in the following five areas: (1) deployment of technologies and services; (2) policy and regulatory issues; (3) security in ICT use, (4) ICTs and climate change; and (5) telecommunications in emergency situations. 

The Committee thanked CITEL for its work and for the presentation of the report and decided to refer the report to the consideration of the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

5. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women) (CP/doc.4827/13)
At its meeting on March 25, 2013, the General Committee considered the annual report of the CIM to the General Assembly, which was presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ambassador Carmen Moreno. 

Ambassador Moreno reported that the CIM had fulfilled the three General Assembly mandates of a general, continuous, and permanent nature and nine of the 11 specific mandates of its Executive Committee. She also noted that the remaining two mandates were in the process of being implemented. 

She said that one of the CIM’s most important mandates is the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA), recalling that to support the PIA in an operational framework of activities and specific results, in 2011 the CIM adopted its Strategic Plan 2011-2016. She also recalled that the plan is structured on the same thematic priorities as the OAS (democracy, human rights, security, and development), and adds a “fifth priority” referring to the work of advisory services and technical cooperation that the CIM provides for gender mainstreaming in all the work of the OAS. 

Ambassador Moreno said the progress reflected in the CIM’s Annual Report follows the same scheme and she highlighted the following activities carried out in 2012: 

· The adoption of the Declaration of San José on Political and Economic Empowerment of Women in the Americas, which demonstrated the commitment of the CIM delegates to continue striving for the full and equal participation of women in the political and economic spheres;

· The election of a new Executive Committee of the CIM for the 2013-2015 period, which includes the representative of Costa Rica as president, the representatives of Haiti, Panama, and Uruguay as vice presidents, and Barbados, the United States, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru as members of the committee;

· The adoption of a three-year work program for the 2013-2015 period, which follows through on the lines of work established in the strategic plan and seeks to consolidate the progress achieved in recent years;

· The amendment of the CIM’s juridical instruments—its Statute and Rules of Procedure and the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly of Delegates—which among other changes ensured representation at the government level on the CIM Executive Committee and not in a personal capacity, and extended the interval between Assemblies of Delegates to three years instead of two years, which will permit the CIM to save money and show more progress between one Assembly and the next; 

· Preparation of a report on the current state of women’s political rights in the region and the policy reforms and government reforms needed to support their exercise. The report was prepared by the Regional Working Group on Women’s Rights and Democracy, which resulted from the First Hemispheric Forum;

· Publication of a summary of the main conclusions of the First Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizens’ Democracy;

· The organization of the Second Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizen’s Democracy in the Dominican Republic from July 18 to 21, 2012, in cooperation with the government of that country, UN Women, IDEA International, and the Network of Women Parliamentarians of the Confederation of Parliamentarians of the Americas/COPA, and with support of the Government of Spain;

· The organization of a First Consultation with Parliamentarians of the Americas, in the framework of this Second Forum, during which they analyzed the status of women’s rights and gender equality in the region’s legislative agenda;

· The organization of an event with presidential candidates in the Dominican Republic in March 2012 to analyze the viability and status of women’s rights and gender equality in the campaign platforms of all political parties;

· Completion of the project “Integrated responses to human rights, HIV, and violence against women in Central America and the Caribbean,” which produced a series of specific tools for strengthening integral attention to the problems of HIV and violence against women from a human rights perspective;

· The organization of events and the production of informative material and analytical documents, specifically the organization of a roundtable in November 2012 on challenges to the protection of human rights of women living with HIV, in cooperation with the More Peace, Less AIDS Foundation, and the Department of International Affairs of the OAS;

· Establishment of a partnership with UNAIDS to prepare a report on the human rights of people living with HIV in the Americas;

· Preparation, in cooperation with the OAS Department of Social Development and Employment, of the follow-up document to a series of workshops held in 2010 with the Ministries of Labor on strategic planning with gender perspective. This documents shows concrete progress in the institutionalization of gender and women’s labor rights in the daily work of the Ministries of Labor; and

· The proposal for a project on integration of the gender perspective and rights in the integral management of disaster risks in the Americas, prepared in cooperation with the Secretariat for Integral Development.

The Committee welcomed the actions undertaken by the CIM and thanked it for its work, expressing its appreciation to the outgoing President for the excellent manner in which she performed her duties. 

The delegations referred to the CIM’s financial situation and to the importance of continuing to make contributions to the voluntary fund. 

The Committee also thanked the CIM for the timely presentation of its report and for meeting the requirements set by the Rules of Procedure and resolutions of the General Assembly, and it agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations offered by the distinguished representatives on the CIM’s Annual Report and to request that they be conveyed in due course to the consideration of the Permanent Council in order to meet the terms of Article 91.f of the Charter.

B.
REPORTS ON FOLLOW-UP TO MANDATES OF RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
/
1. AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere.”

The draft Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere was presented at the Committee’s meeting on April 22, 2013. On that date, the Committee decided to forward the draft report to the Permanent Council with a recommendation that it be adopted and transmitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to fulfill the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12). The draft report may be found in document (CP/CG-1955/13 rev.1).

2. AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), “Use of Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies to Build an Inclusive Information Society.” 


At the meeting of the Committee held on March 12, 2013, Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, presented a report on follow-up of the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), document CP/doc.4843/13.

3. AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators”


On March 12, 2013, Mr. Victor Vuskovic Céspedes, Coordinator of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators, made a presentation on the follow-up for implementation of said resolution. His PowerPoint presentation was distributed as document (CP/CG-1946/13).

4. AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” 


At the meeting of the Committee held on April 8, 2013, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the IIN, presented the report on follow-up to the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document CP/CG-1952/13.

5. AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” 

At the meeting of the Committee held on March 25, 2013, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on the Implementation of the ‘Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality’ pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4829/13. 

6. AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)”

At the meeting on March 25, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document CP/doc.4828/13. 

7. AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12), “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” 

Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4830/13. 

8. AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12) “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System.”

On May 2, 2013, Dr. Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, presented the report on implementation of AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document (CP/CG-1965/13).

C.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE

The Committee received a total of nine draft resolutions, of which eight were agreed on by the Committee, and one remains open. 

Information on the draft resolutions considered by the Committee appears below.

1. Drafts agreed on: 

· Draft resolution on support of CITEL for implementing the results of the Sixth Summit of the Americas and high-level world conferences in 2012 and in preparation for the international telecommunications events of the 2013-2014 cycle (CP/CG-1944/13 rev. 5), presented by CITEL on March 12 and approved by the Committee at its meeting on April 22.
· Draft resolution on “Promotion and strengthening of democracy: follow-up of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1951/13 rev. 2), presented by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru and cosponsored by the delegations of Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, Guyana, and Panama. This draft was presented on April 8, 2013, and approved by the Committee on April 22. 

· Draft resolution “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” document CP/CG-1954/13 rev. 1, presented by the delegation of Mexico on April 22, 2013, and approved the same day by the Committee.

· Draft resolution “Strengthening of the Activities of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program,” document CP/CG-1956/13 rev. 3, presented on April 22, 2013, by the delegations of Guatemala and Paraguay and approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 8. 

· Draft resolution “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System,” document CP/CG-1967/13 rev. 1, presented by the delegation of Brazil and cosponsored by the delegations of Colombia and the Dominican Republic. This draft was presented on April 22, 2013, and approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 14.

· Draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” document CP/CG-1960/13 rev. 5 corr. 1, presented by the delegations of Colombia and Costa Rica and cosponsored by the delegations of Canada, Chile, Haiti, Panama, and Peru. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

· Draft resolution “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” document CP/CG-1961/13 rev. 7, presented by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Guatemala and co-sponsored by the delegations of Haiti and Panama. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

· Draft resolution “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” document CP/CG-1963/13 rev. 3, presented by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

2. Open draft:

· Draft resolution “Regulation of footnotes” (CP/CG-1966/13), presented by the delegation of Guatemala at the meeting on May 8, 2013, and considered at the meetings held on May 14 and 21, 2013. During these meetings several delegations said it would be helpful to use footnotes during the negotiation process, noting that the question is sensitive. At its meeting on May 21, the Committee decided to forward the draft resolution to the Permanent Council for its consideration. 

The annexes to this report contain the eight draft resolutions that were approved by the Committee and the open draft.

D.
PROCESS OF REVIEW OF THE MANDATES ASSIGNED TO THE COMMITTEE

In response to the request of the Permanent Council, on February 8 the General Committee established the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the Committee and elected as the chair of that group Mrs. Carmen Luisa Velásquez de Visbal, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS. 

The informal working group’s report was distributed as document CP/CG-1972/13.

IV.
CONCLUSION


The Committee is pleased to conclude by indicating that it has worked actively and dynamically to follow up on and implement the mandates assigned to pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The Chair of this Committee wishes to thank all delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this term.


This report and the draft resolutions considered by the Committee reflect its recommendations for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration, and, possibly, to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.


Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano 


Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS


Chair of the General Committee
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FROM CITEL FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE OUTCOMES OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
/
/ AND 

THE HIGH-LEVEL WORLD CONFERENCES HELD IN 2012 AND IN PREPARATION 
FOR INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION EVENTS 
FOR THE 2013-2014 CYCLE

(Approved by the Committee at the meeting held on April 22)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:


That by resolution COM/CITEL RES. 242 (XXV-11), “Contribution by CITEL to the Sixth Summit of the Americas,” the Permanent Executive Committee of CITEL invited the member states of CITEL to forward to the National Coordinator of the Sixth Summit of the Americas documents arising from different meetings of CITEL that reflected the positive impact of telecommunications and information and communication technologies on matters of high importance to the region, such as social inclusion, citizen security, natural disaster prevention and mitigation, and the promotion of access to and use of technology;


That CITEL activities in the ITU consolidate inter-American proposals, strengthen the regional bloc, and defend the interests of the countries of the Americas.


That CITEL discusses issues important to the member states, including issues related to implementation of the digital dividend, plans for broadband, the definition and harmonization of frequency bands for access to mobile services, and emergency communications, among others.


The great effort made by CITEL, as the regional telecommunication organization for the Americas, at the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) of the International Telecommunication Union in presenting over 200 inter-American proposals to amend the Radio Regulations, the international treaty governing the use of the radio spectrum and geostationary and non-geostationary satellite orbits;


That by decision of Permanent Consultative Committee I: Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies (PCC.I) at its third plenary session, 14 inter-American proposals were forwarded to the 2012 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) (Dubai, United Arab Emirates, November 20 to 29, 2012), and 39 inter-American proposals to the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) (Dubai, United Arab Emirates, December 3 to 14, 2012); and


That CITEL participated actively in the preparations for the “Connect the Americas” Summit (Panama City, Panama, July 17 to 19, 2012), whose overall objective was to mobilize the human, financial, and technical resources required to implement the results of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS); 

CONSIDERING:


That at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, mandates were adopted in the areas of “integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas”; “access to and use of information and communication technologies”; “poverty, inequality, and inequity”; disaster risk reduction and management”; and “citizen security and transnational organized crime,” which contain provisions directly related to the work of CITEL;


That WRC-12 adopted resolutions of high impact in the areas of mobile broadband; the digital dividend; interference; and the coordination and notification of satellite networks, and that it developed the agenda for WRC-15, which includes items with high impact on the region, since the radio spectrum is a finite resource, but frequency requirements and the numerous radiocommunication applications are increasing, so that regulatory procedures must be evaluated on an ongoing basis to ensure that needs of Administrations are met;


That WTSA-12 adopted resolutions of great importance to world telecommunication evolution and development and to ongoing market innovation and growth;


That WCIT-12 updated the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs), the binding global treaty that contains the principles governing international voice, data, and video traffic and lays the foundations for ongoing innovation and market growth; and


That from February 10 to 13, 2014, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL will be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and that that Assembly is the inter-American forum for the exchange of views and experiences by the highest telecommunication/ICT authorities of the member states of CITEL, taking appropriate decisions to guide their activity, and that preparations for this Assembly are to begin in 2013; 

REAFFIRMING:


That, in its capacity as the leading multilateral forum of the Hemisphere, the OAS has an exceptional part to play in strengthening connectivity in the region in order to contribute to its socioeconomic development; and


That the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) has a crucial part to play by establishing a reference point in the Americas with regard to the Information Society and that it has proven an effective mechanism for facilitating contributions by member states to international conferences,

RESOLVES:

1. To invite the member states to participate actively in the activities related to the preparations for WRC-15, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, to be held from February 10 to 13, 2014 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, the 2014 World Telecommunication Development Conference (Sharm El Sheik, Egypt, from March 31 to April 11), and the 2014 Plenipotentiary Conference (Busan, Republic of Korea, from October 20 to November 7), as applicable, so that they come to these conferences with a strong and consensus-based regional position.

2. To emphasize that the core competencies of CITEL in the field of ICT, such as assistance in bridging the digital divide; regional and international cooperation; radio spectrum management; and information dissemination, are of crucial importance in building the Information Society.

3. To urge CITEL to promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies, as applicable, to expand the use of ICT, with support from the private sector and social actors of the hemisphere, in accordance with commitments undertaken at the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue devoting to CITEL the financial support necessary to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates.

5. To encourage the member states and associate members of CITEL to present proposals and contributions for the meetings of CITEL and, if possible, to provide voluntary financial contributions for efforts to promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies and projects, as applicable, to expand access to and the use of ICT in the Americas.

6. To request CITEL to report to the General Assembly at its next regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

7. That the execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

“PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY:
FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER”

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 22)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the provisions and essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States; 

SHARING the conviction expressed in the Declaration of the Latin American and Caribbean Unity Summit that democracy is one of our region’s most valued conquests and that the peaceful transmission of power through constitutional means and in strict compliance with the constitutional rules of each of our states is the product of a continuous and irreversible process in which the region admits no interruptions or setbacks; 

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble that “representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention”; 

AWARE ALSO that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[e]very State has the right to choose, without external interference, its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and has the duty to abstain from intervening in the affairs of another State. Subject to the foregoing, the American States shall cooperate fully among themselves, independently of the nature of their political, economic, and social systems”; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[t]he peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “[d]emocracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”; 

RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society and recognizes the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy; 

AWARE that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”; 

RECALLING that the Social Charter of the Americas recognizes that social justice and equity are essential for democracy;

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[e]ssential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government”; 

REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of the Organization of American States (OAS) continuing to develop programs and activities aimed at promoting democratic principles and practices and strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, as well as the advisability of the OAS consulting and cooperating on an ongoing basis with member states; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[t]he promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere”; 

BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights express the values and principles of liberty, equality, and social justice, which are inherent to democracy; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary”; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2705 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; 

HAVING SEEN the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4024/05 and CP/CISC-182/05, respectively), resolution AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) [CP/CISC-174/05]; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07); the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08); AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10 and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11); 

TAKING NOTE that the Declaration of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed the “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, the heads of state and government reiterated their “commitment to the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and reaffirmed their “resolve to strengthen their full and effective implementation”; 

RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,” of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government reaffirmed their commitment to “uphold the principles of and fully implement the Inter-American Democratic Charter”;

CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and reiterated the commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which constitutes an element of regional identity and, projected internationally, is a hemispheric contribution to the community of nations; and also recognized that corruption and impunity weaken public and private institutions, erode social values, undermine the rule of law, and distort economies and the allocation of resources for development; 

REAFFIRMING solidarity and inter-American cooperation as an effective means of promoting and strengthening democratic governance in the respective countries; and

TAKING NOTE of the Final Report of the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), which resulted from the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,”

RESOLVES:

1. To continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance; fight corruption; enhance the rule of law; bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.
2. To reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system.
3. To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and to improve awareness, disseminate the precepts, and promote the application of this inter-American instrument in the countries of the Hemisphere. Furthermore, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support the Permanent Council and the member states that so request with implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
4. To reaffirm, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2705 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and, in this context, to reiterate the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

5. To highlight the substantive contribution made by the Organization of American States (OAS) to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation.
6. To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions.
7. To encourage donors to pursue, through the General Secretariat, a coordinated donor approach to the support of OAS electoral observation missions in order to facilitate the early planning of missions.
8. To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue among these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the fields of civil registry, legislative cooperation and modernization and electoral technologies, decentralization and local governments, public administration and transparency, community participation, capacity building of youth and children on democratic values and practices, information and communications technology (ICT), and e-government.
9. To request the General Secretariat and member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues relating to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars.

10. To recognize the important role of participation by all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, given that such participation is one of the vital elements for the success of development policies.

11.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, taking into account all the topics addressed and discussions contained in the Final Report (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), approved on December 14, 2011.

12.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

“FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE”

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 22)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) was instructed to conduct a study on the matter;

RECOGNIZING the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1914 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2063 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2239 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2376 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09); AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES.2684 (XLI-O/11); and AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)

CONSIDERING the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-XXXX/13),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere, presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)

2. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on developments in this regard.

3. That the execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM OF JUDICIAL FACILITATORS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 8)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


The Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the American Convention on Human Rights, as they pertain to access to justice;


That expanding access to justice is fundamental for the full exercise of human rights and democratic governance; likewise, it is essential for successful citizen security strategies and for the elimination of poverty and inequality;


The work performed free of charge by thousands of judicial facilitators, who render assistance to justice administration bodies, inform the population about legal norms, provide advice, and facilitate friendly settlements as allowed by law; and


That the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators strengthens national justice administration systems, helps prevent crime and violence, promotes a culture for the peaceful resolution of conflicts with legal relevance, and lessens litigation in conflict situations;

CONSIDERING:


The successful implementation of national judicial facilitator services in Argentina, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Paraguay under agreements between their judicial bodies and the OAS General Secretariat through its Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators, and

RECALLING:


The General Assembly decision in resolution AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12),
RESOLVES:


1.
To support the work of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators in helping judicial bodies and other institutions involved in the administration of justice in the member states to establish national judicial facilitator services and in training justice operators.


2.
To encourage the member states to consider the usefulness of participating in the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program so they can avail themselves of its benefits according to their own needs and within the sphere of competence they may be assigned.


3.
To invite member states and permanent observers to make voluntary contributions to support the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.


4.
To instruct the Permanent Council to entrust the study and follow-up of the topic of  judicial facilitators to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its inclusion on the agenda, before the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

5.
To urge the General Secretariat to continue assisting member states that ask to establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and to train their judicial personnel through the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.

6.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Portuguese

DRAFT RESOLUTION

NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH AND

INTER-AMERICAN RAPID PRODUCT-SAFETY WARNING SYSTEM

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the member states should make efforts to obtain adequate and dependable supplies for consumers; and


That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote consumer protection, fair competition, and the improved functioning of markets through clear, effective, and transparent regulatory frameworks;


CONSIDERING ALSO the proven importance of strengthening states’ capacity to monitor and control the safety of products available on the market for consumption or use through coordination between competent agencies to better integrate public policies related to these topics and, therefore, the need to share information and to exchange and disseminate best practices on market oversight for the safety of consumer products available on the market for consumption or use as a key element in the defense of the consuming public, in order to protect their safety and health;


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consumer Protection”; AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), “Consumer Protection:  Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” and AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” which mandated the creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) in the Americas, as a first step toward implementation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system, as well as the reports presented by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council on the matter;

RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION:


The coordination carried out by the Organization of American States (OAS) in collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization for implementing the RCSS and the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to set up the RCSS website, which was officially launched at a meeting of the Permanent Council on November 23, 2010;


That in pursuit of the mandate of national-level institutional strengthening, the annual holding of the postgraduate course in partnership with Pompeu Fabra University and the specialized seminar has been institutionalized, targeting authorities from national agencies responsible for supervising markets for consumer-good safety, in particular consumer defense, health, metrology, and standardization, with the participation of civil society, academia, and other stakeholders; and


That, as the General Secretariat informed the Permanent Council in its reports of February 14, 2011, and March 20, 2012, several of the region’s countries are taking specific measures in the area of consumer safety and health as a result of the RCSS, and training activities and exchanges of experiences are seen as essential by the national authorities participating in the RCSS in order to continue along that path; that Consumers International has prepared for the RCSS a plan to involve national civil society organizations in the activities of the RCSS; and that the OAS has positioned itself as an essential player within the leading international forums for this topic, representing a region that until a few years ago, had no voice in such undertakings; and


AWARE that the creation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system would help protect consumer health through rapid detection and coordinated action to prevent the entry of unsafe consumer goods into markets in the Americas; and that the RCSS website (www.oas.org/rcss) receives over a thousand visits a week, demonstrating its usefulness for the member states,

RESOLVES:


1.
To thank the governments that have made voluntary monetary and in-kind contributions to strengthen the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS), especially the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Peru, and the United States of America; to thank, likewise, the Generalitat of Catalonia (Spain) and Pompeu Fabra University for their contributions; and to invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support and participate in the activities undertaken by the General Secretariat for strengthening the RCSS and the establishment of the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System (IAPSWS). In addition, to applaud Brazil’s commitment to contribute US$100,000 for the strengthening of the RCSS.


2.
To congratulate the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), in particular the Department of Social Development and Employment, and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on their efficient implementation of specialized programs on institutional strengthening and exchange of experiences that, through specialized training, publications, and meetings of authorities, have positioned the OAS as a leading player on this topic; and, in addition, to note with satisfaction the design and creation of the RCSS web page.


3.
To ask the General Secretariat and PAHO to continue consolidating the RCSS in the region, encouraging the implementation at the national level of public programs and policies on consumer safety and its impact on health, and moving forward with the preparation of “common language” to standardize national market oversight systems for consumer-good safety as an essential prior step in the design of the IAPSWS, which will be a sustainable system not dependent on the availability of specific resources for its administration within the General Secretariat.


4.
To request the General Secretariat to promote and implement agreements with subregional agencies and associated countries and agencies from other regions to facilitate the creation of the IAPSWS, so as to draw upon the progress made by those organizations and not to duplicate efforts in the field of consumer-product safety.


5.
To request the General Secretariat to implement the plan for involving all social actors, including civil society, in the RCSS.

6.
To invite those member states that do not yet participate in the RCSS to join it; to participate actively in the training activities, exchange of experiences, and the planning of the IAPSWS; and to contribute to the extent possible to the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund” managed by the General Secretariat, in order to finance institutional strengthening activities, exchange of experiences, and the design of the IAPSWS.


7.
To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare, in conjunction with the member states, a medium- and long-term planning proposal for the activities of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.


8.
To request the General Secretariat, in consultation with the stakeholders, to present the Permanent Council with a structure proposal to guide the work of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.

9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report on the results of the implementation of the mandates related to this resolution to the Permanent Council prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND

GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY AND STRENGTHENING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECOGNIZING the importance that the Organization of American States (OAS) has ascribed to women's human rights, gender equity and equality, and strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in order to support its full realization;


CONCERNED that, despite progress in terms of the promotion of women’s human rights in the region, many women are still unable to exercise those rights on an equal footing with men, free from discrimination and violence;

HAVING SEEN:


The Declaration of San José on the Economic and Political Empowerment of the Women of the Americas [CIM/DEC. 14 (XXXVI-O/12) rev.1] and the Triennial Program of Work 2013-2015 of the CIM, adopted by the Thirty-sixth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM in San José, Costa Rica, on October 29 and 30, 2012;


Resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12) [PER:  and all the earlier resolutions on this matter], which take note of the outcomes of the actions undertaken to follow up on implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS;


Resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12) and all the earlier resolutions on this matter], which encourage member states and the OAS General Secretariat to strengthen the CIM, allocating it the necessary personnel and resources to carry out its mandates and including its projects and programs in the list of priorities presented with a view to raising funds from external donors;


The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4829/13);


The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women” to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4828/13); and


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4827/13) in which the Chair of the CIM presents the progress made by the CIM in implementing its 2011-2016 Strategic Plan;


RECALLING that, through the adoption of the IAP by resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), the governments of the Hemisphere committed to developing decisive strategies to promote women’s human rights [USA: and] integrate a gender perspective in all spheres of public life in order to attain equality of rights and opportunities between women and men; and

CONSIDERING that, despite the progress made by the CIM in consolidating a hemispheric work program to advance women’s human rights and gender equality in the areas of democracy, human rights, development, and security, the human and financial resources allocated to the CIM remain insufficient for it to carry out all its mandates effectively,

RESOLVES:


1.
To continue to support the work of the CIM, as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, an] to follow up on the goals set in the IAP, particularly with respect to gender equity and equality mainstreaming, at ministerial meetings convened by the Organization of American States (OAS) and in the follow-up for the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

2.
To support the CIM in addressing relevant new and emerging areas, within available financial resources, and request the Executive Secretariat of the CIM to submit periodic reports to the Permanent Council of the OAS and its respective organs on specific and relevant aspects of the situation of women in the Americas.


3.
To urge the member states to:

a. Harmonize their laws with those set down in international treaties and conventions USA: to which they are a party, particularly the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” as appropriate, in order to advance the full exercise of women’s rights and the attainment of gender equality;

b. Continue their efforts to ensure that, where they exist, such laws are enforced and such policies fully implemented and monitored; and

c. Support the CIM in the full realization of the goals of the IAP, allocating it financial, human, and in-kind resources.


4.
To urge the Secretary General to:

a. Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to succeed in mainstreaming women’s human rights and a gender equity and equality perspective in all OAS programs, activities, and policies;

b. Promote the inclusion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality in reports published by the OAS;

c. Provide the CIM, as a specialized agency of the OAS, with sufficient human and financial resources to enhance its capacity to carry out its mandates, particularly those recognized as priorities by member states; and

d. Report, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

5.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION,

PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,

“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ” 

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12), Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”; and


The report on the follow-up mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4830/13) and the progress made by the mechanism;


RECALLING that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” is the first binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses violence against women, whereby the states parties undertake to act with due diligence to prevent, investigate, and punish violence against women;


CONSIDERING that the country and hemispheric reports prepared during multilateral evaluation rounds are an important reference point for tracking progress in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women and identify the challenges for future action;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the assistance rendered by the MESECVI in the adoption and implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and its monitoring mechanism; and


CONSIDERING that 2014 will mark twenty years since the adoption of the Convention of Belém do Pará by the OAS General Assembly and that this historical moment warrants broad reflection on the impact of the Convention for states parties and on the work of the states parties in implementing it,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or, as appropriate, acceding to the Convention of Belém do Pará, or participating in the Mechanism as observers, in accordance with Article 4(1) of the MESECVI Statute, and to undertake actions to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.


2.
In preparation for the 2014 celebrations to mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention of Belém do Pará and the 10th anniversary of the creation of its follow-up mechanism (MESECVI, 2004):

a.
To call on the States Parties to the Convention to organize, in 2014, national and subregional forums or meetings for progress reports on implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, within the available financial and human resources.

b.
The CIM Executive Secretariat to prepare the proposal for a Hemispheric Forum on “Progress Report on the Convention of Belém do Pará: 20 years of Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women,” as decided at the First Regular Meeting of the CIM Executive Committee 2013-2015.

c.
To instruct the Technical Secretariat of MESECVI to prepare a review of 20 years of the Convention of Belém do Pará for states parties – at the subregional and hemispheric level– that centers on the significance and influence of the Convention with respect to laws and policies on prevention and assistance, in order to identify corrective and preventive measures and measures for effective enforcement.


3.
To urge the States Parties to the Convention to:

a. Implement the recommendations of the MESECVI to encourage full compliance with the Convention of Belém do Pará;

b. Foster coordination between bodies responsible for implementing public policy on prevention, punishment, and assistance in cases of violence against women, and civil society organizations involved in the issue at the national, regional, and international level;

c. Make voluntary contributions to the MESECVI Specific Fund in order to furnish the Mechanism with the necessary human and financial resources to ensure its full, stable, and effective operation;

d. Establish or support mechanisms that facilitate technical assistance and cooperation at the national, regional, and international level for the exchange of information, experience, and best practices in implementing the Convention, in keeping with Articles 1.1.c and 10.4 of the MESECVI Statute;

e. Appoint their Competent National Authorities and Experts to the Mechanism if they have not already done so; and

f. Support the participation of their expert in the MESECVI process, in keeping with Article 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts.


4.
To recognize with satisfaction the Committee of Experts for its initiative in preparing the Draft Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2013-2017, which will be considered by the next Conference of States Parties.


5.
To request the Secretary General, within the available resources, to give priority to allocating the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.


6.
To request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to:

a. Identify new and emerging areas to be included in the questionnaire proposal for the Evaluation Rounds of the MESECVI, in accordance with Article 7.b of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI and within the available financial resources.

b. Provide advice to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States and its respective organs on specific and relevant aspects of the situation of violence against women in the states parties.

c. Encourage awareness and use of the results of the work of the MESECVI, particularly its hemispheric reports, at the national and international level in order to strengthen the MESECVI’s role as a global authority on eradication of violence against women.


7.
To ask the Secretary General to report, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


8.
To thank the Governments of Argentina, Mexico, and Suriname for their contributions to the Specific Fund of MESECVI in 2012.

9.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:


Resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” as well as other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in previous years on the subject of sexual exploitation, human smuggling, and trafficking in persons;


 The importance of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 and of its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography of 2000, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime of 2006, the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Venezuela, the Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents of 2008, the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, that came out of the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, in 2010;


RECALLING the resolutions adopted by the IIN Directing Council regarding the prevention and eradication of sexual exploitation, smuggling, and trafficking in children and adolescents, particularly resolution CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted  in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2007, which established the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, entrusted the Director General of the IIN with developing a joint work proposal within the framework of that initiative, and supported the creation of an observatory in this area;

RECOGNIZING the progress made by the IIN in fulfillment of its mandates in the framework of the implementation of the Action Plan 2011-2015, which has been described in the Institute’s annual reports to the General Assembly and to the Permanent Council in pursuit of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly; as well, the annual report to the Secretary General on the steps taken to combat sexual exploitation of children (SEC) in the member states, pursuant to the mandate contained in AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99); and 
CONSIDERING:


That the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors continues to have a considerable impact on our states, and so it is necessary to continue implementing effective policies and strategies to combat those criminal acts;


The importance of continued progress with bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts toward strengthening cooperation in fighting the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors;


That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the member states reaffirm the importance of all children having access to education, and the importance of programs that promote enrollment and the retention of the student population in the school system and prevent them from dropping out, and of programs that support children who would otherwise be marginalized, discriminated against, and without access to school programs, including indigenous and other minority children, children whose rights have been violated, juvenile offenders, children with disabilities, working children, and children affected by conflict and/or humanitarian emergencies; and

BEARING IN MIND that the IIN has made progress in implementing the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children, which involves three areas of work: 1. Gathering and updating information about the topic of SEC in the region and making it available to the states parties; 2. Creating information and knowledge on the topic of the SEC to help the states parties in the design and implementation of their policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and 3. Human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties,
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress made in consolidating and deepening the three components of the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and to express its satisfaction at the approval of the new Plan of Action of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), which includes a proposal for continuing the activities of the Inter-American Cooperation Program, while extending and developing them, in order to improve protection for children against new forms of sexual exploitation in the Hemisphere.


2.
To welcome with satisfaction the decision taken by the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) at its 87th Regular Meeting in September 2012, in San José de Costa Rica, to rename the Inter-American Program in light of the proposal put forward by the General Assembly, at its session in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012, and bearing in mind international definitions in this field, as the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children.”


3.
To urge the IIN to continue developing, with the support of the member states, new approaches to training human resources and strengthening technical capacities at the Institute.


4.
To acknowledge the work carried out by the IIN in the framework of the Inter-American Cooperation Program to restructure the architecture of the ANNAObserva Observatory so as to encourage greater interaction, and the publication of a virtual Spanish and English newsletter which enables states to receive periodic updated news in this area, notably the use of new technologies in these activities.


5.
To applaud the IIN’s efforts in the area of cooperation with the national commissions against sexual exploitation of the member states of the inter-American system, resulting in technical liaisons, to date, in 30 of the 34 OAS member states and to urge the IIN to continue promoting and strengthening horizontal cooperation and the coordination of efforts between these governmental agencies and within states, and to encourage, with respect for human rights, the adoption and application of effective legal standards to prevent and eradicate those criminal acts.


6.
To continue with the re-launch of the website Our Voice in Colors, which is intended to encourage the participation of children and adolescents in matters of public policy that concern them, in accordance with the recommendations of the Third World Congress against the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. This website makes available to organizations for adolescents recommendations and information to bolster their capacity to protect themselves against different forms of commercial sexual exploitation.


7.
Given the demand for knowledge in this area voiced by the states, to request the IIN to disseminate as broadly as possible its XII Report to the Secretary General, which focuses on analysis of the region’s experiences with strategies for restitution of the rights of victims of SEC.


8.
To instruct the Secretary General to continue coordinating the development of this program directly with the IIN, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, as appropriate. 


9.
To request the IIN and the SMS to continue coordinating actions designed to provide advice to member states, when requested, in their efforts to adopt, amend, and implement their domestic regulations to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.


10.
To request the IIN to work jointly with the SMS—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, relying on the support and advisory services of other bodies of the inter-American system and international agencies.


11.
To encourage the IIN and the member states to continue promoting the holding of regional and subregional meetings on “Prevention, protection, and restoration of the rights of children against commercial sexual exploitation in the Caribbean,” such as those held in Central America (Costa Rica, 2010), the Caribbean (Jamaica, 2011), and South America (Asunción, Paraguay, 2012), which led to the publication of the series entitled “Best Practices.”


12.
To request the IIN to continue reporting to the member states on successful experiences and progress in the area, including achievements in caring for victims and fighting crime in local or community contexts.


13.
To urge the authorities of the IIN to include information on follow-up to resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12) in the management report that it is to present at the 88th meeting of the Directing Council, to be held in Medellín, Colombia, on September 19 and 20, 2013.

14.
To invite those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as appropriate, the international instruments relating to the fight against sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.


15.
To encourage member states to consider seeking other means of increasing the funds allocated to the IIN, taking into account the expanded scope of this resolution, and to invite the permanent observers, international financial institutions, regional and subregional organizations, and civil society organizations to contribute to financing this inter-American Cooperation Program and the Specific Fund of the Inter-American Observatory on Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, as well as the work of the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator.


16.
To urge member states to establish and, where appropriate, strengthen programs for comprehensive and inter-disciplinary care for child and adolescent victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking, in particular those who have contracted HIV/AIDS, and children involved in smuggling, as well as measures to be considered to ensure full respect for their rights.


17.
To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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NOTE FROM THE DELEGATION OF GUATEMALA ENCLOSING
A DRAFT RESOLUTION ENTITLED “RULES ON FOOTNOTES”


Government of Guatemala
Permanent Mission of Guatemala


Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Organization of American States

Note Verbale

M12-OEA-F.2.1 No. 514-2013

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the General Committee and has the honor of enclosing herewith a draft resolution entitled "Rules on Footnotes" with a view to its distribution to member states and subsequent approval.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the General Committee assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., May 2, 2013

The Honorable

Chair of the Permanent Council of the

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

RULES ON FOOTNOTES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the decision adopted by the Permanent Council at a regular meeting held on April 20, 2011, on inclusion of footnotes and annexation of documents to draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration; 

RECOGNIZING that the inclusion of footnotes is a common practice of member states in their work in connection with the General Assembly of the Organization that is not currently addressed in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

[image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY


RECOGNIZING ALSO the advisability of having in place rules on the use of footnotes, and that their introduction in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly would contribute to clarity and transparency in the decisions of the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt rules on the use of footnotes in its Rules of Procedure, as follows:

Article 81 bis:  Delegations may include footnotes in resolutions and declarations, registering them in writing with the Secretariat in the course of the plenary session at which the resolution or declaration was submitted for approval. The Secretariat shall bring all footnotes that it receives to the attention of the delegations prior to the final adoption of the relevant resolution or declaration. The first two lines of the footnote shall be published on the appropriate page and the remainder appended at the end of the resolution of declaration.

2. The General Secretariat shall ensure that the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and any amendments thereto are duly observed.

RULES ON FOOTNOTES

1.
… 


2.
… revised April 17, 2013), (CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 2)


3.
… and presented to the Permanent Council at its regular session of May 1, 2013.


6.
… … during that event, the Heads of State and Government did not discuss – nor did they adopt – the Political Declaration, which included the will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to show support for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate in that forum unconditionally and on an equal and sovereign footing. We wish to reiterate that the "Summit of the Americas" cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and the operative parts of the thematic focuses were part of the Political Declaration and, since the latter was not adopted, neither were they. Nicaragua therefore does not agree with mentioning these documents and mandates that were not adopted.


7.
… without prejudice to the content approved by Ecuador in other negotiating contexts, as applicable.
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REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMITTE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP) DURING THE 2012-2013 PERIOD  

(The Chair of the CAJP gave an oral presentation of a preliminary report to the OAS Permanent Council at the CAJP regular meeting on May 28, 2013)  

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMITTE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP) DURING THE 2012-2013 PERIOD  

(The Chair of the CAJP gave an oral presentation of a preliminary report to the OAS Permanent Council at the CAJP regular meeting on May 28, 2013) 

I. INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) during the 2012-2013 period, which addressed mandates arising from the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as other activities assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization or requested by member state delegations. 

II. AUTHORITIES

As for the time period covered herein, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on August 1, 2012, and, as provided for in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, on September 6, 2012, the Council elected by acclamation Ambassador Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States (OAS), as Chair of the CAJP. 


At the first regular meeting of the 2012-2013 period, which was held on September 13, 2012, Counselor Sophia Castillero, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair of the Committee.  Ambassador Edmond Bocchit, Alternate Representative of Haiti to the OAS, and Third Secretary Pablo Monroy, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, were also elected as Vice Chairs of the Committee on November 13, 2013.
III. MANDATES
Pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP has the following duties: 
Article 17:  Study topics of this nature entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

Article 18: Consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter.  It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.

In keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council agreed at a meeting on August 22, 2012, that within the scope of the duties of the CAJP, as established in Articles 21 and 22 of the aforementioned Rules of Procedure, said Committee would be in charge of follow-up on the mandates of 24 resolutions of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, three resolutions of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, and, two draft resolutions, the approval of which was pending from the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.  All of the foregoing appears in the document “Distribution of Mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Second Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 1).

In order to fulfill its mandates, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved its 2012-2013 Work Plan (document CP/CAJP-3102/12 rev. 4) at a meeting on September 13, 2012.

The activities completed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during the 2012-2013 period are summarized below. 

IV. ACTIVITIES
· Meetings held to fulfill mandates assigned by the Permanent Council 

The CAJP held 25 regular meetings, three informal meetings for negotiation of draft General Assembly resolutions, and also hosted four special events, namely, one course and three special meetings, for a total of 32 meetings. 

· Application for OAS Permanent Observer status 

On May 2, 2013, the CAJP, opened discussion on consideration of Montenegro’s request to be granted Permanent Observer status to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4852/13), which was presented on the floor by the Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín (CP/CAJP/INF.195/13). On this occasion, the CAJP decided to postpone consideration of Montenegro’s application, in light of requests from several delegations for additional time to receive instructions from their capitals. 

V. ACTIVITIES PERTAINING to implementation of general assembly mandates for which follow-up has been assigned to the CAJP  
i. PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

1. Promotion of the International Criminal Court: AG/RES. 2728 (XLII-O/12) 

The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for–on October 4 and December 19, 2012– and holding, on April 12, 2013, a Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CP/CAJP-3106/12 rev. 4). This event was of the utmost importance to both the OAS and to the International Criminal Court and attendees included the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Sang-Hyun Song, the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute, Ambassador Tiina Intelmann, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza and event host Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  

· Details of the Working Meeting are available at (the Web page of the Department of International Law): http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/international_criminal_court.asp.

Because it was agreed that General Assembly approval is given every two years to this resolution, the CAJP is not introducing at the end of this activity period a draft resolution on this topic to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  

2. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law:  AG/RES. 2723 (XLII-O/12)

On February 7, 2013, the Director of the Department of International Law, Dr. Dante Negro, presented a Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (Activities conducted by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in 2012) (CP/CAJP/INF.176/13).

3. Promotion and Respect for International Humanitarian Law: AG/RES. 2650 (XLI-O/11) 
The CAJP took up this topic at a meeting on October 4, 2012, and at this time, the Director of the Department of International Law gave a presentation thereon. 

Then, on May 2, 2013, Dr. Patrick Zahnd, Regional Legal Advisor to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) gave a presentation on the regional meetings of the National Commissions on International Humanitarian Law, which were conducted with the support of the ICRC, and in particular, the upcoming hemispheric conference to be held in San Jose, Costa Rica, September 10-12, 2013. As a corollary to the foregoing, Dr. Zahnd extended an invitation to authorities of the CAJP, the Member States and the General Secretariat to engage in the dialogue with the National Commissions on International Humanitarian Law to be held in San Jose, Costa Rica, on September 13, 2013. 

ii. OAS ORGANS, AGENCIES AND ENTITIES WHOSE ANNUAL REPORTS 
ARE CONSIDERED IN THE CAJP

As set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, it is the duty of the Permanent Council “to consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of the specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”


Pursuant to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP “shall consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter.  It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying resolutions, to the Permanent Council.” 
4. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights President Judge Diego García-Sayán presented the Court’s Annual Report for 2012 to the CAJP on April 4, 2013 (CP/doc.4839/13). 

The accompanying report with the Member States’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Court, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by the Member States as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 4, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3181/13.

5. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

Doctor David P. Stewart, Inter-American Juridical Committee member, presented the IJC Annual Report for 2012 on April 11, 2013. (CP/doc.4826/13). 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3157/13.

Link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting on April 11, 2013: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRAbWvL0C6w&list=PLkh9EPEuEx2u0HCW5-MBekeAjeKj9DcCZ&index=3
6. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

At a meeting on September 27, 2012, in considering the document AG/doc.5305/12 under instructions from the Permanent Council, the CAJP decided to limit its actions to receiving the IACHR Annual Report for 2012, during the first half of 2013. 

Accordingly, the CAJP received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for 2012 (CP/doc.4840/13), on April 16, 2013, from Commission President, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez. 

The accompanying report with the Member States’ observations and recommendations to the IACHR Annual Report, which provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations provided in writing by Member States as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 16, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3176/13.

7. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas 

The CAJP received the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) for 2012 on February 7, 2013 (CP/doc.4817/13), from Executive Director Dr. Cristian Riego. 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, which provides a summary of the remarks from the floor as well as a link to the audio recording of the CAJP meeting of February 7, was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3161/13.

iii. INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS, MECHANISMS AND PROGRAMAS UNDER THE PURVIEW OF THE CAJP 

8. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: AG/RES. 2724 (XLII-O/12)

Pursuant to the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was installed during this period by the CAJP on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of the Working Group Chair, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez. 
The Activities Report of the Working Group for the 2012-2013 period appears in document GT/DADIN/doc.428/13, and was presented on May 21, 2013 by Group Vice Chair, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ana Paola Riveros, providing highlights of advancement in the dialogue regarding potential alternatives to ensure the participation of the representatives of the indigenous peoples. 

9. Draft legally-binding Inter-American instruments against racism and racial discrimination and against all forms of discrimination and intolerance: AG/RES. 2718 (XLII-O/12)

Pursuant to the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group to Prepare the draft legally-binding Inter-American instruments against racism and racial discrimination and against all forms of discrimination and intolerance, which was installed by the CAJP during this period on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of its Chair, Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, First Secretary Joy-Dee Davis-Lake. 

On September 13, 2012, the Committee decided to update the name of the Working Group in keeping with the most recent mandate of the General Assembly on this subject matter, as follows: “Working Group to Prepare Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.” 
The Activities Report for the 2012-2013 period appears in document CAJP/GT/RDI-229/13 rev. 1 corr. 1, and was presented to the CAJP by the Group Chair on May 2, 2013, highlighting the “Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance” and the “Inter-American Convention against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” the document preparation and negotiation of which was completed by said Group and attached to draft General Assembly resolutions submitted by said Group to the CAJP. 

10. Draft Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons: AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12)

In keeping with the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, which was installed during this period on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of the Group Chair, Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, Ana Marcela Pastorino. 
The Activities Report for the 2012-2013 period appears in document CAJP/GT/DHPM-93/13 rev.1, and was presented to the CAJP by the Chair on May 21, 2013 highlighting progress with regard to the “Draft Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons,” as enhanced by said Group during this period. 

11. Adoption of progress indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador: AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12) 

The CAJP addressed this topic by including it in the agenda: 

· On October 25, 2012, when several members of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador were hosted mainly for the purpose of presenting the preliminary document on the progress indicators for the second group of rights (CP/CAJP/INF.170/12, CP/CAJP/INF.171/12 and CP/CAJP/INF.197/13);

· On April 25, 2013, when the Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, Dr. Evelyn Jacir presented the Report on compliance with its mandate as Technical Secretariat of the Group during the 2012-2013 period (CP/CAJP/INF.192/13).
· Also on April 25, 2013, the CAJP agreed to recommend to the Permanent Council that Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay be elected as alternate government expert of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, as follow-up to the mandate set forth in resolution AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12). See document on the aforementioned candidacy: CP/CAJP/INF.179/13 add.1 corr. 1.
The election of Alternate Government Expert Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay was formally held at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council on May 22, 2013. 

12. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity:” AG/RES. 2719 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP dealt with this topic by preparing, on October 4, 2012, and holding, on November 1, 2012, a special meeting with the support of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA), Department for Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs.  In response to the request of the member states to carry over consideration of this topic as a result of their interest in the topic and due to weather problems, which prevented several national authorities from arriving in Washington for the November 1 meeting, the CAJP brought up this topic once again at a regular meeting held on December 13, 2012. 

Report of the Special Meeting: CP/CAJP-3104/12 add. 6 rev.2

Link to video of webcast:

a. November 1, 2012:

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=12-0201&videotype
b. December 13, 2012:

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=12-0232&videotype
13. Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption: AG/RES. 2730 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and at this meeting, the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS, Dr. Jorge García González gave a presentation, which was published as document CP/CAJP/INF.181/13. 

14. Meeting of the Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas: AG/RES. 2734 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP considered this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and at this time, the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS, Dr. Jorge García González gave a presentation, which was published as document CP/CAJP/INF.180/13. 

15. Support to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability and to the Technical Secretariat of the Committee: AG/RES. 2731 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and on this occasion, a presentation was given by Mrs. Mercedes Carrillo, Specialist of the Department of Social Development and Employment. 

16. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for the Program Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP) AG/RES. 2733 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting of February 14, 2013, and at that time, Mrs. Mercedes Carrillo, Specialist of the Department of Social Development and Employment gave a presentation. 

The Final Report of the Fourth Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities “CEDDIS” (CP/CAJP/INF.194/13 corr.1), published on April 30, 2013, provides information concerning the work of CEDDIS and SEDISCAP. 

iv. HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION AND PROTECTION 

17. Access to public information and protection of personal data: AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12)
The CAJP included this topic in the agenda of its meetings on November 13, 2012 and April 11, 2013. 

On November 13, 2012, the CAJP considered:

· A presentation given by the Department of Legal Services on Executive Order Nº 12-02: “POLÍTICA DE ACCESO A LA INFORMACIÓN” “INFORMATION ACCESS POLICY”

· The Report of the Department of International Law on Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data, appearing in document CP/CAJP/INF.149/11.

· The “Proposed Statement of Principles for privacy and personal data protection in the Americas,” arising from the 80th regular session of the Inter-American Juridical Committee [CJI/RES. 186 (LXXX-O/12)]: CP/INF.6418/12
On April 11, 2013, the CAJP considered the “Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information,” a working document prepared by the Department of International Law (CP/CAJP-3135/13)

18. Official Public Defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability: AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for– on October 4 and November 13, 2012–and holding, on March 7, 2013, a “Special Meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability” with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CP/CAJP-3108/12 rev. 6). 

· Standards for measuring public defenders, compilation of responses to questionnaire drafted by the executive committee of the AIDEF (Contributed by the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders Offices, a Civil Society Organization registered at the OAS, in preparation for the Special Meeting) CP/CAJP-3108/12 rev. 2 add. 1

· Presentations: CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 1; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 2; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 5; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 6; 

· Bulletin of the Department of International Law:

http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/boletines_informativos_defensa_publica_acceso_justicia_mar-7-2013.html
19. Study on the rights and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment: AG/RES. 2668 (XLI-O/11)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting on December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

20. Protecting human rights and fundamental liberties in the fight against terrorism: AG/RES. 2676 (XLI-O/11)-

The CAJP addressed this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

21. Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity: AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

22. Right to the truth: AG/RES. 2725 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

23. Protecting asylum-seekers and refugees in the Americas: AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12)
The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for, on October 4 and November 13, 2012, and holding, on January 31, 2013, a “Course on International Refugee Law” with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs. 

· Agenda and Speakers: CP/CAJP-3117/12 rev. 3 corr.1. 

· Schedule CP/CAJP-3117/12 add. 2 

· Biographies of speakers CP/CAJP-3117/12 add. 3

· Course details (Web page of the Department of International Law): http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/refugiados_cursos.asp
24. Recognition and promotion of people of African descent in the Americas: AG/RES. 2708 (XLII-O/12)

In order to deal with this topic, the CAJP included it in the agenda on October 4, 2012 and April 25, 2013. 

On October 4, 2012, the presentation titled “Recognition and promotion of the rights of Afro-descendants in the Americas” was given to the CAJP (Paper of the Department of International Law pertaining to Afro-descendants in the Americas) CP/CAJP/INF.167/13.

On April 25, 2013, the presentation “AFROMADRID Conference 2014” was given to the CAJP by Mr. Guillermo Ponce Morales, President of the organization AfroHispanos and Executive Secretary of the AFROMADRID Conference 2014 (AFROMADRID 2014 Conference is an initiative of Afro-descendant civil society organizations whose main focus is to generate the involvement of governments, international agencies, civil society organizations and academia in discussing and building a consensus on education, development and justice-related issues). 

25. Human rights education in formal education in the Americas:  AG/RES. 2732 (XLII-O/12)
This topic was addressed by the CAJP by including it in the agenda on October 25, 2012 and April 18, 2013, and on those occasions, Dr. Roberto Cuellar, Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights presented. 

v. STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM (IAHRS) 

26. Draft Resolution: Strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas - AG/doc.5306/12

The purpose of this resolution is to strengthen the inter-American human rights system.  In considering this topic at the September 27, 2012 meeting, the CAJP decided that because the Permanent Council was focusing its efforts on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) “Follow-up on the Recommendations contained in the ‘Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” it should not reopen negotiations on document AG/doc.5306/12 and agreed instead to wait for the results in the framework of the Permanent Council. 

Resolution of the forty-fourth special session of the OAS General Assembly:

“Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (Adopted at the plenary session, held on March 22, 2013 and subject to revision by the Style Committee) AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) corr. 1

VI. NEW DRAFT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED DURING THIS CAJP ACTIVITIES PERIOD 

27. Effective public management strengthening and innovation initiative in the Americas 

At a meeting on December 13, 2012, Maria Fernanda Trigo, Director of the Department of Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs, gave a presentation on the “Proposal for the creation of an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management – MECIGEP” CP/CAJP/INF.174/12. 

On May 1, 2013, the Preparatory Committee of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, distributed a “Note from the Permanent Mission of Colombia requesting that the topic of “Effective public management strengthening and innovation initiative in the Americas” be included on the agenda, as a joint Colombia/Chile proposal in the draft preliminary order of business and schedule of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/doc.842/13).

28. Promotion and protection of the human rights of persons living with HIV in the Americas

On May 14, 2013, the Chair of the Permanent Council received the “Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina introducing the draft resolution ‘Promotion and protection of the human rights of persons living with HIV in the Americas,’” requesting that said draft be included under topic 21 of the Order of Business of the General Assembly (Adoption of Progress Indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador), document CP/doc.4863/13 corr. 1.

29. Organic Draft Resolution I: Promoting International Law 

A draft resolution was introduced by the CAJP Chair to the Permanent Council on May 24, 2013, with a mind to instituting a process of systematization of the CAJP’s work, particularly, by attempting to group resolutions under the five themes that have been defined to organize its work and, to the extent possible, by reducing the number of paragraphs to be considered and negotiated by the Committee: CP/CAJP-3184/13
VII. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

30. Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP  
At the June 28, 2012 meeting of the Permanent Council, based on the recommendations of the CAAP regarding the pilot review and cleanup of mandates received from the General Assembly, the Permanent Council adopted and submitted to the permanent committees the document “Analysis of OAS Mandates 1935-2011:” CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1-a), so that each Committee would prepare a draft hierarchical list of the mandates set forth in resolutions that specifically pertain to that Committee and, in so doing, bear in mind the document “Strategic Vision of the OAS.”  

In keeping with said mandate, at the September 27, 2012 meeting, the CAJP created and installed the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP, and on that occasion also appointed Counselor Rodrigo Olsen, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, as the Chair of the Group.  

The Activities Report, with the accompanying conclusions and recommendations of this Working Group, was submitted to the CAJP on April 18, 2013 and can be found in the document: CP/CAJP-3142/13.

VIII. OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED BY THE CAJP 

31. “Draft model law on simplified stock corporation” arising from the 80th regular session of the Inter-American Juridical Committee [CJI/RES. 188 (LXXX-O/12)]: CP/INF.6420/12
The CAJP took up this topic including it in the agenda on April 11, 2013, and on that occasion, Dr. David P. Stewart, Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, gave the respective presentation. 

IX. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The CAJP focused its efforts from April 18 to May 24, 2013 on the negotiation of 28 draft resolutions that would potentially be included and submitted to the consideration of the Permanent Council and, subsequently, of the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly. 

Since it has been agreed that these are resolutions, which the General Assembly shall approved every two years, some of the resolutions negotiated by the CAJP from April to May 2013 were not subject to any follow-up during the activities period covered by this report, but should the corresponding resolutions be approved in June 2013, the information on implementation follow-up shall be included in the CAJP activities report for the 2013-2014 period.  

All necessary information on draft resolutions and declarations, including sponsoring or co-sponsoring countries, date of approval both in the CAJP and in the Permanent Council, ad-referendum indications, and so forth, is all included in the Draft Resolutions Follow-up Chart of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, as of May 30, 2013, document CAJP-3156/13 rev. 6.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS

i. Follow-up on implementation of mandates: 

We recommend continuing to organize the work of the CAJP in such a way as to review the work performed by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS (especially, those under the General Secretariat) on an ongoing basis, with a view to ensuring proper follow-up to implementation of the mandates of the General Assembly.  In this regard, it is important for the CAJP to adhere to standards for the presentation of reports, such as indicating the origin of the mandate, what work has been completed and ongoing, and pending mandates (and obstacles standing in the way of full implementation of the mandate).  This type of information, submitted as matter of routine procedure to the CAJP, would help to keep most delegations better informed when the time comes to consider the introduction of mandates during negotiation on the accompanying draft resolution.

Additionally, we recommend that short reports be prepared and distributed at least one week in advance of the scheduled date of each presentation.  These short reports should provide specific data and also refer the reader to additional information on each topic on the web page of the area reporting to the CAJP.  This format would allow delegations to properly read available materials and receive instructions from their capitals in advance and, thereby, make the dialogue at this forum more productive. 

ii. Special Meetings and Activities: 

At the regular CAJP meeting of May 1, 2012, in light of the budget constraints that the Organization is experiencing, the delegations agreed to limit special meetings to those that were absolutely essential to hold due to the nature of their mandates and those that were agreed upon to be held at intervals of two or more years, as a result of commitments made in previous years. 

On that occasion, the delegations agreed as well to limit the duration of said events to one half day (except for meetings to negotiate the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), in order to avoid extra expenditures for interpretation, as this is the item of highest expense to the Organization when special meetings and events have been convened in the past.

In light of the foregoing, the delegations agreed to support the efforts of this Committee to limit, as much as possible, special expenditures for any special meetings and events that may be necessary to hold in order to comply with resolutions approved by the OAS General Assembly, whose the follow-up is assigned to the CAJP.  

We also recommend scheduling special meetings and other special activities during the second half of the calendar year and, for this purpose, it is essential for all areas and offices of the Organization, international organizations, and institutions, whose offices are interested in presenting information to the CAJP, to work together so that such presentations can be given during the second half of the calendar year.  

iii. Annual Reports: 

We recommend establishing March 31 of each year as the deadline for the submission of the annual reports of the organs, whose observations and recommendations are entrusted to the CAJP. 

iv. Negotiation of Draft Resolutions for the General Assembly: 

We recommend establishing from March 1 to April 30 of each year as the negotiation period of draft resolutions for the General Assembly, with a view to better coordinating the political and technical facets involved in resolution preparation.

v. Working Groups: 

We recommend installing CAJP Working Groups and assigning their mandates with a deadline for delivery of their reports no later than March 31 of each year. 

vi. Final Recommendation 

This report and annex pertaining to the draft resolutions negotiated in the framework of the CAJP is a response to the mandates assigned to it by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012 or to the fact that delegations have deemed it appropriate to bring new topics to the consideration of this body.  Consequently, the report and annex reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with regard to future actions to be conducted, coordinated or followed up on, by the CAJP and, therefore, it is our recommendation for them to be transmitted to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

XI. SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO THE CAJP 
The CAJP Chair wishes to express his sincere gratitude and recognition to the technical areas of the General Secretariat, which supported its work, especially the Secretary of the CAJP, Alejandro Aristizábal, the Secretaries of the Working Groups of the CAJP, Carolina Santa María, Guillermo Moncayo, and José Gabriel Salazar and the support staff of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council; the Director of the Department of International Law (Secretariat for Legal Affairs) Dr. Dante Negro and the staff of said Department which supported the work of the CAJP.  We also recognize the invaluable contributions of other areas, such as the Executive Secretariats of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Department of Legal Cooperation, the Department of Social Development and Employment, the Department for Effective Public Management, the Directorate of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the CEJA Secretariat, as well as the UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross for their support in carrying out special events.
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(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 24, 2013)

I.
INSTALLATION, MANDATES, AND OFFICERS


The Permanent Council installed the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on August 1, 2012 and it elected on August 22, 2012, the undersigned Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS) as Chair of the CSH, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.


At its meeting of September 6, 2012, in accordance with Article 28.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee proceeded to elect three Vice Chairs in the following order:


•
Rodrigo Amaya, Alternate Representative of Colombia


•
Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States


•
César Edgardo Martinez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador

II.
ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS TO THE COMMITTEE FOR CONSIDERATION – WORK PLAN


Pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the functions of the CSH are: 


“To study, and make recommendations to the Permanent Council on, any matters relating to hemispheric security that may be entrusted to it by the Permanent Council and, through it, by the General Assembly, in particular with a view to promoting cooperation in this area.”


In accordance with Article 30 of said Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, decided, at its meeting of August 22, 2012, that, as established in Article 20, the CSH would be responsible for the mandates set out in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at Its Forty-First Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 2).


Accordingly, the Permanent Council assigned one single resolution to the Committee by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012. In addition, the Committee was to consider the annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).


The Committee carried out its work according to the work plan contained in document CP/CSH-1418/12 rev. 7, which was adopted at the meeting held on September 13, 2012, and which described the working procedure agreed by the plenary of the Committee. 

III.
PROCEEDINGS

1.
Meetings


As part of its activities, the Committee on Hemispheric Security contributed to the preparation of the following four meetings:


1.
Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere (October 15 and 16, 2012 - Guatemala)


The Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons was convened by resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach”.


The meeting’s opening ceremony was led by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala, Ambassador Harold Caballeros, and by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin. Following the opening ceremony, Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana and Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security, served as the meeting’s pro tempore chair. 


The following officers were elected at this meeting: Ms. Zulma Subillaga Dubón, Executive Secretary of Guatemala’s Secretariat against Sexual Violence, Exploitation, and Human Trafficking, as Chair; Ms. Luz Gamelia Ibarra Madana, Paraguay’s Director of Prevention of Human Trafficking and Attention to Victims, as vice chair; and Ms. Sandra Chávez, Technical Secretary of Costa Rica’s National Coalition against Illicit Migrant Trafficking and Trafficking in Human Lives, as the meeting’s rapporteur. 


At this meeting, member states made presentations on the progress made in implementing the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. Also, Guatemala proposed extending the life of the Work Plan to the year 2014 and it suggested that it be examined anew at the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.


During the panel session on the actions taken by other international and regional agencies and by civil society organizations to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, the delegations heard presentations by María Eugenia Villarreal, Director of the Association to End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography, and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT-Guatemala); Mariana Alegret of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC); Agueda Marín, a regional specialist on trafficking in human lives and assisted voluntary return with the International Organization for Migration (IOM); Oliver Bush Espinosa, Technical Secretary of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM); and Paulina Fernández of the OAS’s Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).


The Conclusions of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons were published as document RTP-III/doc. 7/12.


2.
Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-building Measures, February 28, 2013 


The V Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures was held in Washington, D.C., on February 28, 2013. This meeting was held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach," which requests that the Permanent Council be instructed to convene the Fifth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for the last quarter of 2012, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region. 


Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States, was elected Chair of this V Forum, and Ms. Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada was elected vice-Chair. Mr. Vitaliano Gallardo, Alternate Representative of Peru was elected rapporteur.


The OAS Secretariat's report (CSH/FORO-V/doc.8/13) was delivered by Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security (SMS), who spoke about the Consolidated Annual Report of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) and Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs), including the roster and the inventory of CSBMs. The Inter-American Defense Board's (IADB's) Captain Noriaki Wada made a statement (CSH/FORUM-V/INF.3/13) detailing the results of the Seminar on White Papers and the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures and national defense policies in the region.


The Forum also had presentations via videoconference from Daniël Prins, Chief of the Conventional Arms Branch, UN Office for Disarmament Affairs and Fabian Grass, Forum for Cooperation in the Area of Security, official of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).


The Conclusions of the Chair of the Fifth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures were published as document CSH/FORO-V/doc.9/13 and the Rapporteur’s Report was published as document CSH/FORO-V/doc.11/13 corr.1.


3.
Meeting of national points of contact of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). March 1, 2013


The Meeting of National Points of Contact of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) was convened on March 1, 2013 at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach”, which “reiterates to the Permanent Council the request made in resolution AG/RES. 2628 (XLI-O/11) to convene a meeting of national points of contact in 2012 or, if not before, in the first quarter of 2013, to which non-party states will also be invited, to consider implementation of the Convention and activities aimed at promoting its signature and ratification and to collaborate on the Second Conference of the States Parties”.


Mr. Flavio J. Medina, Alternate Representative of Dominican Republic was elected Chair of this meeting. On this occasion, member states received from the General Secretariat a report (CITAAC/RPC/doc.2/13) on the Status of signatures and ratifications and Implementation of Articles III and IV of the Convention, as well as a Directory of national points of contact and actions that promote the universalization of the Convention


Member states also considered the draft agenda for the Conference of the States Party to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions and it agreed on language for the CSH draft resolution of the states parties to the Convention (CITAAC/RPC/doc.6/13 rev. 1)


4.
Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, March 7, 2013


Additionally, the Committee, pursuant to article # 33 of resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) which “requested the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime to examine at its next meeting its structure, functions and reporting responsibilities and report its recommendation to the CSH” received a report from the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime.


The document “Recommendations of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GTDOT)” GT/DOT-IV/doc.4/13 rev. 2 was transmitted to the CSH for its consideration at its meeting held on April 4, 2013.

Regular Meetings


The Committee also scheduled 24 regular meetings to follow up on institutional matters and to consider the draft resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.


At its meeting of September 6, 2012, CSH elected the vice-chairs of the Committee and considered the document CP/CSH-1418/12 rev. 6, which contained the Committee’s schedule of activities for the 2012-2013 term and the proposed working procedures.  


Mr. Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico and Vice Chair of the CAAP Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, made a presentation on the screening of mandates arising out of the General Assembly pursuant to the Permanent Council mandate CP/doc.4687/12 rev. 2 was published as document CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 2.


The Committee then proceeded to establish the Informal Working Group of the CSH to Review Mandates on Hemispheric Security pursuant to Article 14 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. It elected César Edgardo Martinez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, as Chair of the Informal Working Group.


The delegation of Mexico also informed the Committee regarding technical consultations in preparation for the International Conference against Transnational Organized Crime, to be held in Mexico City on September 20, 2012 pursuant to the Summit of the Americas mandate.  It reported that so far three rounds of technical consultations had been held (in Cancun, Mexico; Antigua, Guatemala, and Santiago, Chile). It said that the core political idea was to establish within the OAS an inter-American commission against organized crime, similar to CICAD, to address issues relating to transnational organized crime.


The Committee meeting held on September 13, 2012 approved the draft calendar of activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the 2012-2013 period.


Ambassador Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, presented a report on the Secretariat’s participation in the Second United Nations Conference to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which was published as document CP/CSH/INF.322/12.


At this meeting the Committee also undertook preparations for the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. The Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann, presented the draft agenda, (CP/CSH-1424/12), and announced that a web page had been created for the meeting. The Committee also approved the guest list for this meeting.


Lieutenant General Guy Thibault, Chair of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) also spoke about a number of items in the IADB's Work Plan, which will be presented at the meeting of September 27, 2012. 


On September 27, 2012, the Committee continued with the preparations for the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. On this occasion the draft agenda was approved as well as nine additional requests from civil society organizations to participate in said meeting 


In addition, the Director General of the Inter-American Defense Board, General Juárez Aparecido De Paula Cunha, presented the IADB’s Annual Work Plan, which was circulated as document CP/CSH-1420/12.  The presentation by General Juárez was published as document CP/CSH/INF-325/12.


On October 4, 2012, the Committee approved the draft schedule and two additional requests from civil society organizations to participate at the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere.


In addition, the delegation of Mexico presented a report on the International Conference against Transnational Organized Crime that took place on September 20, 2012 in Mexico City. The delegation of Mexico referred to the Commitment of Chapultepec (GRIC/INF.31/12) which was the result of a process of consultations in response to a mandate from the VI Summit of the Americas and requested that the Committee review the recommendations contained in the Commitment of Chapultepec at an appropriate juncture.


At the meeting of November 9, 2012, Ambassador Milton Romani, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, reported on the X Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) which took place on October 8-10, 2012 in Punta del Este, Uruguay. The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security referred to his participation at CDMA X, which afforded an opportunity to share information on the collective agendas of the Conference and the Organization on defense issues.


In addition, Lieutenant General Guy Thibault, Chair of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), presented an update on the Annual Work Plan of the IADB as requested by the delegation of Argentina. General Thibault’s presentation was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF-332/12.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago referred to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 33 of resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12). In keeping with that mandate, it presented a draft resolution entitled “Place and Date of the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime” (CP/CSH-1442/12) and said that the meeting, which was scheduled for March 11, 2013, would be held with existing Permanent Council funds. At that meeting, the GTDOT would have to decide what structure the group would have going forward or determine if there were other ways that it might fulfill its mandates. It would also have to examine its obligations with regard to reporting. In that connection, it suggested that the GDOT hold informal meetings to reach consensus on these topics, and it proposed that the draft resolution be discussed at the meeting of the CSH scheduled for December 6, with a view to referring it to the Permanent Council for consideration on December 19, 2012.


On November 16, 2012, Ambassador Jose Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, made a presentation in his capacity as Chair of CICTE on the Activities Carried out in the Framework of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism in 2012 (CP/CSH-1447/12).


Also, the delegation of Costa Rica presented the rapporteur's report of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere that was prepared by Sandra Chávez, Technical Secretary of the National Coalition against Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling (CNCTIMTP), which was circulated as document RTP-III/doc.10/12 rev. 1.


In addition, the Committee considered the document “Criteria, Guidelines, and Required Profile for Selection of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” (CP/CSH-1385/12), which had already been submitted at its meetings of January 12 and March 20, 2012.


On December 3, 2012, Mr. César Martínez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, presented in his capacity as chair of the Informal Group to review the mandates of the CSH, the "Report of the Chair of the Informal Working Group of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) to Review Mandates on Hemispheric Security," and referred said report (CP/CSH-1448/12 rev. 1) to the Permanent Council for consideration at its meeting scheduled for December 5, 2012.


At the meeting on December 6, 2012, Lt. General Guy Thibault, Chairman of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board and General Juárez Aparecido de Paula Cunha Director General of the Inter-American Defense Board referred to the report entitled “Technical Assistance, Advisory, and Educational Services of the Inter-American Defense Board,” which was distributed as document CP/CSH-1452/12. 

In addition, Rear Admiral Jeffrey A. Lemmons, Director of the Inter-American Defense College (IADC) referred to the symposium held in October 2012 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the IADC and to the seminar on human rights and international humanitarian law, scheduled for December 11 to 13, 2012 (CP/CSH/INF-337/12).


The Director General of the Inter-American Defense Board, General Juárez Aparecido De Paula Cunha, also presented an update by the IADB on its consultations with the organs, agencies and entities of the OAS and other relevant actors on the draft plan presented, with a view to improving advice and guidance that the IADB provides the inter-American system, aimed at improving disaster response capabilities in the Hemisphere, taking into account, inter alia, the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.


The Committee also approved the draft resolution “Place and Date of the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime” (CP/CSH-1442/12) and referred it to the Permanent Council for its consideration. 


On January 17, 2013, Ambassador Gioconda Úbeda Rivera, Secretary General of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), presented via videoconferencing, "OPANAL’s Report on peace, nuclear disarmament, and non-proliferation education and training 2010-2012," which was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF-340/13.


For the consideration of the topic “Support for implementation, at the hemispheric level, of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)” the Committee received presentations from Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS; Mr. Neil R. Klopfenstein, Executive Secretary of CICTE; Soledad Urruela Arenales and Enrique Ochoa of the  Security Council Committee established under resolution 1540 (2004); Ms. Fiona Simpson of the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs; and Mr. Johan Bergenas of the Stimson Center.


The Committee also continued with the consideration of the document “Criteria, Guidelines, and Required Profile for Selection of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” (CP/CSH-1385/12 rev. 1 corr. 1) and it considered the draft agenda of the Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CP/CSH-1461/13).

On February 7, 2013, Ambassador Paul Simons, Executive Secretary of CICAD, presented a progress report (CP/CSH/INF-348/13) on the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action, which was prepared pursuant to a mandate from the last Summit of the Americas. 


In addition, the Committee adopted the document “Criteria, guidelines and required profile for selection of experts on confidence- and security-building measures,” which was distributed as CP/CSH-1385/12 rev. 3 and it adopted the document “Draft Agenda of the Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures,” which was distributed as CP/CSH-1461/13 rev. 1.


It also adopted the document "Draft Agenda for the Meeting of National Points of Contact of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) (CP/CSH-1464/13), which was distributed as CP/CSH-1464/13 rev. 1 and it decided to hold the (day-long) Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and the (half-day) Meeting of National Contact Points of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) on consecutive days.


Finally, the Committee also considered the topic “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone". On this occasion, Mr. Carl Case, General Coordinator of the AICMA Program, Department of Public Security, presented the "Report of the General Secretariat on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach,” relating to the subheading “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone” (CP/CSH-1468/13).


On March 14, 2013, the delegation of Mexico presented the document “Proposed Methodology for the Dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas,” contained in document CP/CSH-1485/13. That methodology proposed holding three dialogue meetings of the Permanent Council on this Declaration.  To facilitate the participation of delegations in the dialogue, the methodology also proposed that a survey/questionnaire be prepared that identifies elements that would enable organs to share their experiences. According to the Mexican proposal, the dialogue would culminate in a protocolary ceremony in Mexico City in October, for which Mexico would assume responsibility for the administrative and logistical arrangements.


Also, Mrs. Alison August Treppel of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented the report contained in document CP/CSH-1482/13 on Follow-up of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held on Tuesday, May 15, 2012.


In addition Mrs. Treppel presented a report “Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs”) contained in document CP/CSH-1484/13.


Mrs. Treppel also presented, on behalf of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented the Draft Work Plan to Guide Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, contained in document (CP/CSH-1473/13).


Finally, the delegation of Colombia presented the draft resolution "Holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas," contained in document CP/CSH-1481/13.


On April 4, 2013, the Committee welcomed the new Director of the Department of Public Security, Ms. Paulina Duarte.


Consequently, it approved the document “Proposed methodology for the dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas” (CP/CSH-1485/13) and the draft resolution "Holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security" (CP/CSH-1481/13 rev. 1) which was submitted to the Permanent Council for its consideration.


The Committee then received the document “Recommendations of the Technical Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GTDOT) (GT/DOT-IV/doc.4/13 rev. 2) in accordance with article # 33 of resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) which “requested the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime to examine at its next meeting its structure, functions and reporting responsibilities and report its recommendation to the CSH”.


Finally, the Chair presented the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” which is contained in document CP/CSH-1490/13 and proposed that the Committee continues to consider a single unified resolution to be presented at the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly in Antigua, Guatemala.


On the meeting held on April 11, 2013, The Committee received a presentation by Minister David Munguia Payes, Minister of Justice and Public Security of El Salvador on the Technical Committee to Coordinate the Process to Reduce Violence in El Salvador.


The Committee continued with the consideration Draft Work Plan to Guide Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security (CP/CSH-1473/13 rev. 2). The title of this document was changed to “Draft Work Plan of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to Guide Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security” and this document was approved ad referendum of Brazil. 


At its meeting of April 18, 2013, the Committee approved the Draft Work Plan of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to Guide Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security (CP/CSH-1473/13 rev. 3) and the ad referendum by Brazil was lifted.


At the meeting held on April 22, 2013, the Committee held a meeting on the issue of the “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach”.  On this occasion, the Committee received presentations by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS; Ms. Kerry-Ann Barrett of the Ministry of National Security, Trinidad and Tobago; Mr James Bynoe of the Caribbean Cyber Security Network ; CICTE Secretariat; Mr. Uffe-Holst Jensen, Counselor of the Permanent Mission of the European Union to the United States; Mr. Jean Marie Altéma, Technology Advisor of the Office of the Prime Minister of Haiti; Mr. Francis Forbes of the  Caribbean Community Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (CARICOM IMPACS) via videoconference; Mr. Fernando Garcia of the Department of Public Security, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security; and Ms. Elizabeth Riley of the Caribbean Disaster Management Agency (CDEMA) via videoconference. The Committee also received a report by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (CP/CSH/INF.364/13).


The document “Background and Recommendations for Advancing Cyber-Security in the Caribbean” (CP/CSH-1500/13) was also presented at this session.

On April 23, 2013, the Committee addressed at the request of Peru the document “Draft Work Plan of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to Guide Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security” (CP/CSH-1473/13 rev. 3) This document was agreed ad referendum by the delegation of Brazil at the April 2 meeting but Brazil joined consensus at the April 18 meeting. However, the delegation of Peru still had some questions on this document that could not be addressed at the April 18 meeting due to lack of time.


At the meeting held on April 30, 2013, the Committee considered the document “Comments of the Informal Working Group on the document “Analysis of OAS Mandates 2007 - 2011 (Committee on Hemispheric Security)” (CP/CSH-1429/12 rev. 5).

At the May 2, 2013, the Committee received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/doc.4853/13), presented by General Guy Thibault, Chair of the Board. Additionally, the delegation of Colombia, in their capacity as Chair of the CICTE, presented the annual report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CP/doc.4848/13). The observations and recommendations on these two annual reports are provided in section V of this report.


On this occasion, the CSH also received a presentation by Lieutenant-General Floriano Peixoto Vieira Neto of Brazil on Brazilian Military presence in Haiti and on "Evolving Roles of the Combat Engineering Units in Peacekeeping Operations" 


On May 14, 2013, the CSH received a presentation by the Commission to Reform Public Security in Honduras. It also installed the Working Group to Prepare the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA IV) in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) and CP/RES. 1014 (1615/13) and elected Mr. Rodrigo Amaya, Alternate Representative of Colombia as Chair of this Working Group.


On May 23, 2013, the Committee received the Annual Report of Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/doc.4862/13). The observations and recommendations on this annual report are included in section V of this report.


The Committee considered the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” at its meetings held on April 4, 11, 18, 23, and 30 and May 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 23, and 24, 2013
Discussion of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system


The Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra of the Ninth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, from November 22 to 25, 2010, recommended that the OAS convene a conference on the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system.  This initiative was brought up by the delegation of Argentina at the Bolivia Conference.


Following this, resolution AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11) “instructed the Permanent Council to begin the process of appropriate steps and consultations to consider convening a special conference on the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system, in keeping with the recommendation of the Ninth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas”. 


In response to this mandate, on March 22, 2012, the CSH began discussion on the “consideration of appropriate steps and consultations to consider convening a special conference on the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system”, in keeping with the recommendation of the Ninth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas [AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11)]. 


In 2012, the General Assembly issued resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12), which “instructs the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to schedule and prepare meetings to discuss the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11) and the recommendations of the IX Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas”. 


For the consideration of this mandate the Chair proposed a “Methodology for consideration of the issue of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system” (CP/CSH-1440/12 rev. 1 corr. 1), which was approved ad referendum of the delegation of Nicaragua at the meeting held on November 16, 2012.


The matter was subsequently placed on the agenda of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security and a methodology was approved for consideration of the issue.  Under the methodology, Member States invited representatives from their Ministries of Defense to participate in three meetings (January 31, February 27, and March 21, 2013) which were held to discuss this issue. In follow-up to this methodology the Chair presented an informative document to guide this discussion, which was distributed as CP/CSH-1456/12 rev. 2, which included a list of the main components and instruments of the inter-American defense system and relevant questions to guide the discussion. The Secretariat distributed, at the request of this Committee, a list of reference documents on this topic, contained in document CP/CSH/INF-333/12 rev. 1. This list included a reference to the document “Inter-American defense system” (CP/CSH/INF-334/12) prepared by the Inter-American Defense Board at the request of the delegation of Canada.


During the course of the deliberations, member states concluded that the inter-American defense system is not defined, but the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Declaration on Security in the Americas are the foundation for security and defense in the hemisphere.


The delegations of Canada, Chile, and Argentina submitted documents on this issue which were distributed as CP/CSH-1465/13, CP/CSH-1483/13, and CP/CSH-1478/13, respectively.


At the meeting held on March 21, 2013, the Chair proposed some points of convergence (CP/CSH-1486/13) in an effort to promote dialogue and understanding.  The points of convergence were proposed, however they were not accepted. In a further effort to promote consensus, an informal working group was established under the leadership of Ambassador Jose Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala but yet again, no result was achieved and further meaningful discussion of the issue was therefore frustrated.


Member states felt that there are varying levels of their commitment to the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and its role in accordance with its Statues.  Some Member States called for the disbandment of the IADB while others want the IADB to play a continued role in the hemispheric defense architecture.


The specific debate on the future of the mission and functions of the instrument and components of the inter-American defense system was exhaustive but inconclusive.  The matter is still before the Committee on Hemisphere Affairs.

2.
Working Groups

Informal Working Group of the CSH on the Exercise to Review Security Mandates

Pursuant to the Permanent Council’s request to “prepare [...] a proposal listing the mandates in order of priority, taking into account the document Strategic Vision,” the Committee on Hemispheric Security decided to create an informal working group on September 6, 2012 to review and determine the order of priority of mandates in the area of hemispheric security contained in document CP/CAPP-3175/12 add.1-c. 


Mr. César Martinez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, was elected to head this Informal Working Group.

For this undertaking, the informal working group met on September 20 and 27, October 25, and November 27, 2012. The last meeting was devoted to considering the inclusion of the mandates from the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

The mandates assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security were reviewed and screened, resulting in 103 mandates assigned, to date, distributed in 19 subject areas. Prioritization of the 103 mandates did not begin, as there was no guiding policy criterion for the Group to pursue that exercise. The complete reports of this working group were published as documents CP/CSH-1450/12 and CP/CSH-1450/12 add. 1.


The CSH presented reports on the activities of this informal working group on December 3, 2012 and May 1, 2013.

Working Group to Prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas 


Resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” in operative paragraph 17 thanks the Government of Colombia for its offer to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV) and to convene that meeting to take place during the second half of 2013.  It also established, through the CSH, a working group to coordinate preparations for MISPA-IV, with the support of the Secretariat.

In addition, resolution CP/RES. 1014 (1915/13) “Holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security convene the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas for November 21 and 22, 2013, in Medellin, Colombia. It also instructs the Committee on Hemispheric Security to convene such preparatory meetings as it may deem necessary, in accordance with the provisions of the Document of Port of Spain: Institutionalization of the MISPA Process.


At its meeting on May 14, 2013, the Committee on Hemispheric Security elected Rodrigo Amaya, Alternate Representative of Colombia to the OAS, as Chair of this Working Group.
IV.
DRAFT RESOLUTION


The Chair presented on April 4, 2013 the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach”(CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 12), has been submitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent transmission to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, in Antigua, Guatemala.


This draft resolution contains three paragraphs approved ad referendum: Preambular paragraph #12 (Ecuador) and operative paragraphs # 15 (Bolivia and Nicaragua) and # 78 (Brazil).


In addition, the following paragraphs are pending:  11, 12, 40, 45, 58, 74, 75, 76 and 77.


APPENDIX 1 contains the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” (CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 12).


APPENDIX 2 includes a table with the proposed paragraphs for the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” (CP/CSH-1502/13 rev. 7), and includes the sponsor for each section and the current status of negotiation of each section.
V.
Observations and recommendations of the member states on the annual reports


As established in Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States and at the request of the Permanent Council, the Committee was assigned the consideration of three annual reports: those of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4853/13), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4848/13), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4862/13 rev. 2). 


Through this report, the CSH transmits the observations and recommendations of the member states on the annual reports of the IADB, CICTE and CICAD to be presented to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-third regular session.


a.
Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4853/13)


The report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) was presented by the Chair of the Inter-American Defense Board, Lieutenant-General Guy Thibault G.R., at the meeting of May 2, 2013. General Thibault was accompanied by Lieutenant General Juarez Aparecido de Paula Cunha, Director General of the IADB and Rear Admiral Jeffrey A, Lemmons, Director of the Inter-American Defense College.


The following observations and recommendations were made on this annual report:


The delegation of Argentina, commending General Thibualt’s work at the helm of the IADB, noted his efforts to make it more effective. The delegation of Argentina also expressed appreciation for the report and raised objection to its content, particularly those points about the IADB exceeding its statutory authority, such as participation of members of the military in security matters. It requested that said position be recorded in the CSH minutes, and added that it reserved the right to submit any additional comments.


The delegation of Barbados thanked the IADB for its report and lauded its leadership as well as that of the Inter-American Defense College on the extremely valuable work over the past year. The delegation further reaffirmed Barbados’ continued support for the IADB and congratulated General Thibault on his leadership of this organization.


For its part, the delegation of Bolivia said it had stated its position on the IADB during the CSH dialogue on the inter-American defense system and, reaffirming that position, it observed the fact that input cannot be provided by member states for IADB annual reports to be changed.


The delegation of Canada appreciated the visual, user-friendly annual report circulated. In thanking Lt. Gen Thibault, Gen Juarez, and Admiral Lemmons for their presentations, Canada also reinforced the importance of the IADB and recommended that member states take advantage of the skills and expertise of the Board (such as Canada did during the discussion on the inter-American defense system). It stated that it believes the IADB is an OAS centre of excellence on defense and military matters and it also took the opportunity to thank them for their positive engagement and participation in the Committee meetings.


The delegation of Paraguay said this report provided an overview of the IADB’s interest in evolving and gives a clear picture of the IADB’s commitment to integrating itself into the Organization and, in that sense, offered Paraguay’s support for this endeavor, noting that Paraguay had taken part in the debate on the inter-American defense system with a constructive attitude, seeking to strengthen what united us. It thanked the IADB for its efforts to train officers for the possibility of tackling threats to our countries, and urged the Inter-American Defense College to continue raising positive issues to equip our officers and civilians participating in the courses with the necessary skills.


The delegation of Chile thanked the IADB for keeping this Committee up-to-date on its work, thanking the Board as well for the seminars and studies it conducted last year. The Delegation also noted its important thrust to promote interaction with other regional organizations and efforts to bring the IADB and the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas closer together. It noted as well the humanitarian demining work and the natural disaster management exercises carried out by the IADB. It further described the IADB’s 70 years and the College’s 50 years as representative of how important both institutions, and considered them as having a current and valid component in the inter-America arena.


The delegation of Peru stated that throughout the year it had the opportunity to observe the IADB’s humanitarian demining work through MARMINAS on the shared border with Ecuador. It also spoke about the issue of stockpile and weapons management and the work being done by the Council of Delegates, who serve as liaison and keep us informed. Finally, the delegation thanked General Juárez, who has been a dynamic manager at the general directorate, and Rear Admiral Lemmons for his leadership of the Inter-American College.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago said it was pleased to have received IADB advisory services and hoped to continue receiving same in the future. In that sense, it recognized the importance of the IADB and said it wished to continue receiving the contribution of this institution.


The delegation of Haiti expressed appreciation for the report and reaffirmed its satisfaction with the IADB’s work, especially the institutional training provided by the Inter-American Defense College.


The delegation of United States thanked the Board and the Inter-American Defense College for their leadership. This annual report is quite impressive and the activities undertaken are substantial compared with the past. In addition, the communications with this Committee has been enhanced. It also highlighted that with less tan 1% of the regular budget we have an entity that offers support and educational services–this is a bargain. The US is an active member of the Board and its working groups. The Board is 70 years old, but it is actually a 6-year old willing to grow along this Committee. It recognized and thanked General Thibault for his leadership over the past 2 years which has moved the Board forward in a collaborative spirit. 


The delegation of the Dominican Republic commended General Thibault’s leadership throughout this process. It noted that this report was being made pursuant to Article 11.k of the IADB Statutes and that it did not understand why there were objections to that report being presented.


The delegation of Ecuador commended General Thibault’s work and wished him success in his future endeavors. It noted that beginning a year ago Ecuador has suspended its participation in the IADB and that the office of the Minister of Defense had announced that Ecuador was exploring the possibility of withdrawing from the IADB and would in due course announce that government’s decision accordingly.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela joined in expressing appreciation and said that in due course it would send in its comments on the subject.


General Thibault took note of the various comments and thanked all the members for their comments and expressed that it has been a privilege to work with all member states. 


b.
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4848/13)

The delegation of Colombia, in its capacity as Chair of CICTE, delivered the annual presentation on CICTE activities for 2012 and on the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE at the meeting held on May 2, 2013.


The following observations and recommendations were made on this annual report:


The delegation of Panama reported that a cyber-crisis management exercise, organized by CICTE with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama, was held on April 25 and 26, 2013 in Panama City. At that time, the Executive Secretary of CICTE spoke about CICTE programs and projects for 2012, under which 155 technical assistance events were delivered, benefiting a large number of representatives in the case of Panama.


The delegation of Chile thanked Colombia and wished it success in its endeavors; thanked Guatemala for serving as the previous chair; and thanked the CICTE Secretariat, expressing appreciation as well for the significant number of activities carried out over the past year. It also called on donors to keep contributing to the work of CICTE.


The delegation of Canada thanked the outgoing Chair, Guatemala, and the CICTE Secretariat for all their achievements and hard work over the last year. It also reiterated the Executive Secretary's message on page 10 of the annual report, which invites and encourages all member states to consider making a financial contribution to support the CICTE program areas of their choosing in the coming year.


Canada also expressed that is pleased to have the support of the OAS and regional partners in its election as Vice-Chair of CICTE and welcomed the opportunity to partner with the new CICTE Chair, Colombia, in the context of CICTE and fully support Colombia’s focus on strengthening hemispheric cooperation to address terrorism financing and money laundering. Canada also stated that its record of partnership with countries and the CICTE Secretariat to reinforce national capacities throughout the region is a tangible example of its commitment. In addition to carrying forward the work agreed to during this year, Canada’s leadership role will involve a forward-looking agenda that is coherent with broader reform efforts underway in the OAS. Before suggesting new substantive areas of focus, Canada will consult broadly on how to better address key hemispheric security priorities.

The delegation of Argentina thanked Guatemala and Colombia for their leadership on the issue and the Secretariat for the work undertaken. It also took the opportunity to reaffirm Argentina’s commitment to CICTE and to combating terrorism while observing human rights.


The delegation of Mexico joined in congratulating and commending CICTE and in expressing appreciation for the report presented by Colombia. It also acknowledged the hard work done by the CICTE Secretary and his entire team, with more than 9,000 persons benefiting from these exercises.


The delegation of El Salvador applauded the CICTE Executive Secretariat for the pace of its work, reiterated that country’s commitment, and announced the formation of a working group led by the Minister of Justice as the point of contact with CICTE for coordination and cooperation as appropriate.


The delegation of Peru joined in thanking the Chair and the CICTE Secretariat, and noted the progress CICTE had made in terms of training and securing equipment to do more in-depth work on the issue of cyber-security. It said effort should be made to see how to continue updating the forms of cooperation among the countries of the Hemisphere in order to tackle the evolving terrorism.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago expressed thanks behalf of all the small island states of the Caribbean to CICTE for all the support received.  The small islands are very susceptible to terrorism and Trinidad and Tobago has been a victim of such actions.  It additionally thanked Guatemala for the past work and looks forward to working with Colombia.


The delegation of Guatemala thanked the CICTE Secretariat for its efforts and acknowledged that despite having only four individuals paid from the Regular Fund, it had done a lot of good things for the Hemisphere. In that sense, it encouraged the Executive Secretariat to press ahead with its work.


The Committee took note of this report and thanked the Chair of CICTE for its presentation.


c.
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4862/13 rev. 2)


The presentation of the report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) was presented on May 23, 2013 by Ambassador Paul Simons, Executive Secretary of CICAD.


The following observations and recommendations were made on this annual report:


The delegation of Peru requested that the referendums on paragraphs 77, 79, 80, and 84 of the annual report be withdrawn, and said it agreed on the need to discuss those topics in the CICAD framework.


The delegation of the United States thanked the Executive Secretary for the successful meeting this week.


The delegation of Canada thanked Ambassador Simons for presenting the report; said Canada endorsed the wording of the report and all of CICAD's activities; and said the topic of drugs was very current at this Organization.  It stressed CICAD's essential function at the OAS in support of the worldwide fight against the drug problem.


The delegation of Panama recognized the work involved in the report on drugs in the Americas. It also highlighted the capacity of the CICAD team, which works tirelessly, and thanked them for their excellent work.


The delegation of Costa Rica thanked the CICAD team for its support at the past CICAD meeting.


The delegations of Argentina and Venezuela referred to the ad referendums in the report, in terms of its use of “illicit drugs,” and said they would remain in effect during the consultations on the matter.


The delegation of Colombia issued congratulations on the developments of the past weeks, on the delivery of the report, and on the proceedings of CICAD's most recent regular session.  It also referred to the ad referendums on paragraphs 77, 79, 80, and 84; it reminded delegations that this was a Secretariat report and those concepts did not affect the English version.  


The delegation of Chile thanked CICAD for all its activities in Chile, which had made it possible to train personnel in the areas on this topic.


The delegations especially thanked Ambassador Paul Simons, Executive Secretary of CICAD, and Ms. Sofía Kosmas for their support in the preparation of the report and the texts of the resolution.


Ambassador Paul Simons said the text in Spanish would be revised as suggested by the delegations of Argentina and Venezuela.


The delegations of Argentina and Venezuela said, at the close of the meeting, that they had received the revised version of the annual report from CICAD, and withdrew their ad referendums thereto.


The Committee took note of this report and thanked the Executive Secretary of CICAD for its presentation.

VI.
OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS OF THE CHAIR


It has been possible for the Committee on Hemispheric Security to present a single draft resolution for the consideration of the Permanent Council once again this year. This is an indication that the work of the Committee was carried out in a well-organized manner. In addition, participating delegations and agencies were accorded the fullest opportunity to conduct the necessary deliberations and negotiations with appropriate cooperation and support.


These efforts have been most worthwhile taking into account the important place which multidimensional security occupies on the agenda of the Organization as well as the enormous value of security toward safeguarding and promoting integral development, democracy and human rights for the benefit of the people of our Hemisphere.


In this regard, I wish to congratulate the various member states for the efforts which have been expended by their delegations. Personally, it has been a valuable experience as well as a privilege to have been able to make a modest contribution toward addressing the threats to the security and well being of our member states by presiding over the Committee. I was honored to have been selected to Chair the Committee and I thank the member states for the confidence which they reposed in my ability to discharge the functions of this high office.

VII.
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I would like to acknowledge the work carried out during this term by the Inter-American Defense Board, and in particular by Lieutenant-General Guy Thibault G.R., CMM, Chair of the IADB; Lieutenant General Juarez Aparecido de Paula Cunha, Director General of the IADB; and by Rear Admiral Jeffrey A. Lemmons, Director of the Inter-American Defense College.
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VIII.
FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS


This report and the appended draft resolution reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding future action to be taken as well as compliance with the tasks assigned by the Permanent Council.


They are submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration.

Bayney R. Karran

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guyana

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

May 24, 2013
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADVANCING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY:  A MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH

(Presented by the Chair and considered at the meetings held on April 4, 11, 18, 23, and 30,

and May 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 23, and 24, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly on the activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (AG/doc.XXXX/13); APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

RECALLING the resolutions assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, listed in the document “List of Resolutions Assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (1995-2012)” (CP/CSH/INF.278/11 rev. 2); APPROVED ON APRIL 4, 2013


REAFFIRMING that the programs, activities, and tasks set out in the resolutions on hemispheric security help further one of the essential purposes of the Organization enshrined in the Charter, to strengthen peace and security in the Hemisphere, in accordance with the legal system of each country and respecting international law, and that cooperation among member states is fundamental for the attainment of that goal; APPROVED ON APRIL 4, 2013


REAFFIRMING ALSO the provisions of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico City in October 2003, which provides that the “new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere, incorporates the priorities of each state, contributes to the consolidation of peace, integral development, and social justice, and is based on democratic values, respect for and promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for national sovereignty”; APPROVED ON APRIL 4, 2013


WELCOMING the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in 2013, the preparations being made for it at meetings of the Permanent Council, and the protocolary ceremony to be conducted in Mexico in October 2013; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013


REAFFIRMING the importance of adopting policies, programs, and actions to prevent and address violence, crime, and insecurity; APPROVED ON MAY 16, 2013

REAFFIRMING the norms and principles of international law in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

EMPHASIZING that the consolidation of the nuclear-weapon-free zone set forth in the Treaty of Tlatelolco constitutes a firm demonstration of the steadfast commitment of Latin America and the Caribbean to the cause of complete and verifiable nuclear disarmament and the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, in keeping with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

UNDERSCORING the importance of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC), and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines deposited its instrument of ratification to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) on August 17, 2012, an important demonstration of its commitment to combat firearms trafficking at the hemispheric level; APPROVED ON May 9, 2013 


HAVING SEEN the reports of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4862/13 rev. 2), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4848/13), and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/doc.4853/13);
/APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013, AD REFERENDUM OF ECUADOR

WELCOMING resolution CP/RES. 1014 (1915/13), which convenes the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV), to be held in Medellín, Colombia, on November 21 and 22, 2013; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

EXPRESSING SATISFACTION at the holding of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Guatemala City, Guatemala, from October 15 to 16, 2012; the 52nd Regular Session of CICAD held in San Jose, Costa Rica, from November 28 to 30, 2012; the Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-building Measures on February 28, 2013; the Meeting of the National Points of Contact of CITAAC on March 1, 2013; the Eleventh Meeting of National Points of Contact of CICTE on March 7, 2013; the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of CICTE on March 8, 2013; the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, held on March 11, 2013; the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers on April 24, 2013; the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA on April 25, 2013; and the 53rd Regular Session of CICAD from May 20 to 22, 2013; APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

BEARING IN MIND the results of the above-mentioned conferences and meetings, APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013
RESOLVES:

I. ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

AND MEMBER STATES

1.
To reaffirm to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat the applicable mandates contained in past resolutions of the General Assembly on hemispheric security and mentioned in the preambular part of this resolution; and to urge member states to continue contributing to the attainment of the objectives established in said resolutions through the development and execution of activities, the submission of reports, the exchange of information, the adoption of measures and policies, and cooperation, support, and mutual assistance and instruct the General Secretariat to provide necessary support to those ends. APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and pursuant to the mandates in this resolution, participating in, holding consultations with, and sharing experiences and information with other regional and international forums. APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

3.
To recognize the central role of the CSH in security and defense matters in the framework of the OAS, and to instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the CSH, to promote and coordinate cooperation among the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. APPROVED ON MAY 23, 2013
Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation 


4.
To declare that the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, established through resolution CP/RES. 908 (1567/06), has completed its work. APPROVED ON APRIL 18, 2013

5.
To convene in the first half of 2014 a two-day meeting of national authorities on transnational organized crime to address execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and effective cooperation among member States. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013

6.
To establish a specific fund to implement the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime in accordance with Chapter IV, paragraph 2 of said Hemispheric Plan of Action, under the administration of the General Secretariat and open to voluntary contributions from member states as well as from permanent observers and international organizations. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013

7.
To ask the OAS General Secretariat to provide its full support to the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, cooperation among the member states and the meeting of national authorities as mentioned in paragraph 5 of this resolution, and to urge the Secretary General to consider, among other measures, the internal reorganization of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in order to more effectively support member states and the Hemispheric Plan of Action Against Transnational Organized Crime. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013


8.
To invite member states to use the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (the “Network”) among our countries to share relevant information on transnational organized crime and to invite the international community to contribute financially to that network. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013

9.
To request the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, its consideration of the issue of transnational organized crime and to determine the best way to advance analysis of future structures to address said issue. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013

Future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system


10.
To take into account the dialogue of the Committee on Hemispheric Security held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11), the recommendations of the Ninth and Tenth Conferences of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, and to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) with respect to the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system. APPROVED ON 05/24/13

11.
To acknowledge that said dialogue revealed the need to endow the system with greater consistency and, therefore, to continue exploring the framework for cooperation on hemispheric defense with a view to putting forward recommendations on the subject. (Presented by Argentina and supported by Uruguay and Brazil)


//USA+Par+Can: To encourage member states to continue promoting defense cooperation at the regional, subregional, and bilateral levels. (Alternate paragraph presented by United States)

//[Chi: To acknowledge that said dialogue revealed the need to continue exploring the appropriate framework for cooperation and hemispheric defense in order to draw conclusions that allow for recommendations to be made on the subject.] (Alternate paragraph proposed by Chile, supported by Arg+Ven+Col)


12.
To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue pursuing that dialogue with the participation of the Ministries of Defense on the basis of the ideas and proposals put forward, and to present the outcome thereof to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session. (Presented by Argentina and Uruguay)


//[Mex: To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to follow up on the results of this dialogue and present them to the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.]

//[Chi: To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue pursuing that dialogue on the basis of the ideas and proposals put forward and to present the conclusions reached to the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.] 

Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas


13.
To continue to encourage and implement confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) in keeping with the provisions of the Declarations of San Salvador and Santiago on Confidence-and Security Building Measures, the Consensus of Miami, and the Declaration on Security in the Americas, urging all member states to furnish to the General Secretariat, by July 15 of each year at the latest, information on the application of CSBMs, utilizing the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions (CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1) and the Format for Reporting on the Application of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSH/FORO-IV/doc.7/10). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

14.
To endorse the Chair’s Conclusions for the V Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures held on February 28, 2013, in Washington, D.C. (CSH/FORO-V/doc.9/13). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

15.
To request the OAS General Secretariat, in consultations with the IADB and other OAS entities that it deems appropriate, to develop an electronic template for online annual reporting of CSBMs undertaken by member states using the consolidated list of measures.  APPROVED ON 05/24/13, AD REFERENDUM OF BOLIVIA AND NICARAGUA

16.
To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue improving access to OAS websites and those of its entities devoted to confidence- and security-building measures and updating the catalogue of member states’ reports on confidence- and security-building measures to include the years 1992 to 1995. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

17.
To convene the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in 2015 to review and evaluate existing CSBMs and to discuss, consider, and propose additional measures. APPROVED ON 05/07/13
Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons

18.
To endorse the Conclusions of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (RTP-III/doc.7/12) and in particular:  APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013
a.
The extension until the year 2015 of the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere (CP/CSH-1155/09 rev. 11) as a frame of reference to guide the actions of the member states and of the OAS General Secretariat in its efforts to assist member states in preventing and criminalizing trafficking in persons and in assisting and protecting the victims of trafficking. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013
b.
To convene the Fourth Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held in the first half of 2015, with a view to reviewing and evaluating the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013
c.
To request the General Secretariat to assist with the preparation of and follow-up to the aforementioned meeting. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

19.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue with the dialogue planned for its thematic meetings for the commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, promoting the participation of the member states, academia, specialized entities, and civil society, with a view to analyzing progress with its implementation. In addition, to invite the member states to take part in the protocolary ceremony to be hosted by the Government of Mexico in October 2013 in commemoration of that anniversary. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013
Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas


20.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing technical assistance and training to the member states that so request for the implementation of the Work Plan of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to Guide the Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Follow-up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas 2013-2015. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

21.
To invite the member states, permanent observers, and the international community to make voluntary contributions for the full execution of that Work Plan. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

22.
To include follow-up on the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Follow-up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas on the CSH’s Calendar of Activities for the period 2014 to 2015. APPROVED ON 05/07/13 


23.
To include on the CSH agenda for 2013-2014, the subject of violence and crime prevention. APPROVED ON 05/23/13


24.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting member states’ initiatives to prevent and comprehensively address the different forms and specific manifestations of the phenomenon of violence, and to keep the CSH informed about all initiatives planned and underway. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

25.
To request the General Secretariat to promote preventive measures to accompany more traditional law-enforcement efforts and to provide, when so requested by member states, technical and legal assistance to raise the awareness of and train government authorities, within the framework of the law, in preventing and combating all manifestations of violence and crime with a gender perspective. APPROVED ON 05/16/13
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone 
/

26.
To renew its support for the efforts of member states to rid their territories of antipersonnel land mines, destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

27.
To acknowledge the support demonstrated by 33 states of the Hemisphere through their ratification of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); to encourage governments to continue working in the area of mine action in accordance with the Ottawa Convention and with their mine action plans and in accordance with available resources; and to urge states that have not yet done so to ratify or consider acceding to the Ottawa Convention as soon as possible to ensure its full and effective implementation. APPROVED ON 05/2313

28.
To urge those states parties that requested and were granted extensions under Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention to make every effort necessary to comply with their obligations within the periods established. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

29.
To urge the member states, permanent observers, international organizations, and the international community to consider strengthening their technical and financial support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) and demining programs carried out by the member states in their respective territories, and to continue cooperating on projects to assist comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines, including humanitarian demining, victim assistance, mine risk and prevention education, and socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas to contribute to the development of communities. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

30.
To firmly condemn, in accordance with the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines and improvised explosive devices by non-state actors, especially illegal armed groups in Colombia and Peru, which acts put at grave risk the population of the affected countries; and to strongly call upon non-state actors to observe the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention to facilitate progress toward a mine-free world. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

31.
To invite all states parties to the Ottawa Convention to fulfill the commitments assumed in the Cartagena Declaration:  A Shared Commitment for a Mine-free World, to implement the Cartagena Action Plan 2010-2014:  Ending the suffering caused by anti-personnel mines, and to participate in the Thirteenth Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, to be held from December 2 to 6, 2013, in Geneva, Switzerland. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013

32.
To acknowledge AICMA-OAS support for the accreditation and monitoring of civil society organizations that wish to engage in humanitarian demining activities in Colombia, and to recognize the efforts made by Colombia to further develop rules and regulations to allow activities of this type to be carried out in tandem with the work being done by the Humanitarian Demining Battalion. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013

33.
To recognize the work done by Colombia and Ecuador as co-chairs of the Ottawa Convention Standing Committees on Victim Assistance and on Resources, Cooperation, and Assistance, respectively; and to express its support for their work. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013

34.
To promote, within the framework of the domestic laws of each state, the social inclusion of the victims of antipersonnel mines through the creation of educational and employment opportunities, by the public and private sectors of the Hemisphere. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

35.
To underscore and acknowledge the model of south-south cooperation that Peru and Ecuador have been implementing in the humanitarian demining process on their common land border. Also, to note with satisfaction the formulation and adoption of a Binational Humanitarian Demining Manual and the establishment of a Binational Humanitarian Demining Unit, which will be made available to the United Nations to be used in peacekeeping operations. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

36.
To note their gratitude for the cooperation that the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA-OAS) provides to member states] in the demining process as well as in providing medical care for victims. Similarly to note their gratitude for the support given by the Mission for Mine Clearance Assistance in South America (MARMINAS) through its participation with observers and provision of training. APPROVED ON 05/23/13
Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas


37.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas. APPROVED ON 05/09/13
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean


38.
To express satisfaction with the successful outcome at of the holding of the Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean held within the Committee on Hemispheric Security at the Organization of American States in Washington D.C., on April 22, 2013.  APPROVED ON 05/09/13

39.
To acknowledge the recommendations put forward by the Caribbean member states in the document “Background and Recommendations for Advancing Cyber-Security in the Caribbean” which was presented at the above meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. APPROVED ON 05/09/13

40.
To request the Inter-American Defense Board, to conduct a study on the possible components of a cyber-defense strategy for the Small Island States of the Caribbean that request it and to present to those member states, options for a cyber-defense system [DomRep+Arg+Ec+Uru: in keeping with the IADB Statutes]. (Venezuela, Jamaica, Bolivia, and Nicaragua in consultations.)

41.
To encourage the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to continue collaborating with the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) on security related issues. APPROVED ON MAY 14, 2013.


42.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue advancing those issues that have an impact on the security of the small island states of the Caribbean. In that regard, to continue convening, the annual meeting on the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, re-emphasizing that their peculiar characteristics of small, fragile economies and scarce resources render these states particularly vulnerable and susceptible to the effects of the myriad forms of transnational organized crime and other insecurities. APPROVED ON 05/09/13
II.
LEGAL INSTRUMENTS


43.
To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, to the Inter-American Convention Against the illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

44.
To request the Secretary General to present to the Permanent Council prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly a report on the status of signatures and ratifications of, and accessions to, the Inter-American American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

45.
[Pan+CR+DR+Col+Can: To invite urge] member states to [CR+Pan+DR+Col+Can: consider signing and ratifying sign and ratify] the Arms Trade Treaty, as a contribution to the fight against the illicit arms trade and to the reduction of the human cost of the poorly-regulated international trade in conventional weapons. (New paragraph proposed by Colombia and supported by Per+CR+Can+Chi+Pan+DR+Gua+Mex+Arg+Can) (Ecu+Nic+Ven+Bol are not in a position to support this paragraph) (United States recommends relocating to the first section of this resolution)


//[Col: To take note of the recent adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty and to invite member states to consider its prompt signature and ratification.]

Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) 

46.
To encourage the states party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) to implement the Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA, adopted by the Third Conference of States Parties to the CIFTA, held at OAS headquarters, on May 14 and 15, 2012. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

47.
To encourage the General Secretariat to create synergies in actions against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, explosives, ammunition and related materials and to streamline efforts between the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA and the entities, organs and different mechanisms, processes, strategies, and action plans with mandates in areas contained in the CIFTA. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

48.
To convene, within the framework of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, the Seventh Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers, as a two-day event to be held during the first quarter of 2014 at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat, to continue consideration of the draft Model Legislation and Commentaries on Security Measures to Eliminate Loss and Diversion, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention, as well as the draft Legislation and Commentaries on Record-Keeping, Confidentiality, and Exchange of Information, in accordance with Articles XI, XII, and XIII of the Convention. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

49.
To establish a working group within the framework of the CIFTA Consultative Committee to evaluate the “Draft harmonized standards for marking firearms in the region,” prepared by the Technical Secretariat, and to present its recommendations and contributions thereon at the Fifteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

50.
To convene the Fifteenth Regular Meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, pursuant to Article XXI of the Convention, as a one-day event to be held during the first semester of 2014, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat, and to request the Technical Secretariat to provide support for the preparations for and follow-up to this activity, and that it be included in the budget for programmed meetings. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

51.
To instruct the CIFTA Technical Secretariat to use and expand the existing secure networks of experts of the member states in order to hold or encourage the participation of those experts in online meetings, as well as to exchange information and analytical documents, and national legislation, using electronic media. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

52.
To cooperate in efforts at the regional level to prevent, combat, and eliminate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, given the threat that such activities can pose to peace, security, stability, and hemispheric development. APPROVED ON 05/16/13 
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)


53.
To reaffirm the commitment to the principles contained in the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions and the commitment assumed in the Declaration of Punta del Este, adopted at the X Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, to promote universal participation in and full implementation of said Convention. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013

54.
To welcome with satisfaction the Consolidated Annual Report for 2012 prepared by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and to request said Secretariat to do the same for 2013. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013

55.
To urge states parties to submit in a timely fashion annual reports and notifications in compliance with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention and to identify, before July 1 each year, national points of contact to contribute to the preparation of notifications and annual reports. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013


56.
To ask the General Secretariat to contact the non-member states of the Organization so that they may contribute to the objective of the Convention by providing information annually to the General Secretariat on their exports of conventional weapons to states parties to the Convention, in accordance with Article V of the Convention. APPROVED ON APRIL 23, 2013

57.
To convene the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention and AG/RES. 2552 (XL-O/10), at a place and date to be decided by the Permanent Council and to request that the General Secretariat budget for the above Conference and its two one-day preparatory meetings, and support preparations for and follow-up on said Conference. APPROVED ON 04/30/13

58.
To request the General Secretariat to [Chi: continue coordinating] with the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) on the collaboration it is to provide with a view to full implementation of the Convention, in keeping with operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11). [Ecu+Nic+Ven+Bol suggest deleting this paragraph] (Can and Chi, Par, USA do not accept the elimination of this paragraph and do not support the suggestion to move it to another section) 
III.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES

OF THE ORGANIZATION (ARTICLE 91.F OF THE CHARTER

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES)

Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)


59.
To encourage member states to follow the guidelines in the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Plan of Action 2011-2015, whose evaluation and monitoring is the responsibility of the Commission through ad hoc instruments, the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) and other tools to be identified. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013


60.
To thank the work of the Inter-Governmental Working Group (IWG) of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), headed by Costa Rica and Mexico, and to take note with satisfaction of the new evaluation instrument for the Sixth Round (CICAD/doc.1977/12), approved at the CICAD fifty-second regular session that took place in San Jose, Costa Rica in November of 2012, and to encourage the designation of national experts to form part of the Governmental Expert Group (GEG) and their full participation during the new Round. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

61.
To urge member states to continue strengthening national, bilateral, sub-regional, regional, and international demand reduction plans and programs, particularly in the areas of prevention and treatment, to guarantee a comprehensive and balanced approach to the world drug problem, given that drug abuse represents a social and health problem for the Hemisphere. APPROVED 05/23/2013

62.
To recommend that member states continue their efforts to adopt or improve comprehensive and balanced measures aimed at reducing the availability of the illicit supply of drugs.  APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

63.
To recommend that member states strengthen the capacity of their National Drug Authorities to develop, implement, and coordinate national drug policies, including the active participation of key public sectors, and promote, where appropriate, the collaboration of civil society actors in the process of designing, implementing, and updating national drug policies in this area. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

64.
To invite member states to explore means to offer treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration to drug dependent individuals, when appropriate, as alternative measures to incarceration, including, among others, the drug treatment court model. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013


65.
To urge member states to continue the design and implementation of strategies and specific programs targeting the welfare of individuals and their communities, to confront the world drug problem with a focus on social integration, human rights, health and comprehensive development. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

66.
To recommend that member states strengthen their drug information networks in the context of the functions of the National Drug Observatories or similar technical offices, particularly in light of the increasing presence of new psychoactive substances, abuse of prescription drugs and the need for early detection. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

67.
To endorse the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) Executive Secretariat’s work plan for 2013, in accordance with CICAD statutes and in line with the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action 2011-2015, and to instruct the Executive Secretariat to carry out the corresponding activities and to continue providing technical support for capacity building in member states consistent with this work plan. APPROVED 05/23/1013


68.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the CICAD Executive Secretariat, and to encourage member states, permanent observers, and other international donors to continue making voluntary contributions so that the Secretariat can continue implementing its mandates. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

69.
To recognize the importance of the central theme of the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight the World Drug Problem in the Americas” and its contribution to the debate on the global drug problem. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

70.
To express its satisfaction with the Professional Exchange Program being offered by the CICAD Executive Secretariat, and to encourage member states to continue to participate by presenting candidates for each term. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)


71.
To reaffirm the commitments made in the Declaration on “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Counter the Financing of Terrorism and Money Laundering,” adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) at its thirteenth regular session (March 8, 2013, Washington, D.C.) and to encourage member states to comply with the commitments therein, including the CICTE Work Plan for 2013. APPROVED ON APRIL 30, 2013

72.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing the CICTE Secretariat with necessary support to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates, including support for the convening and holding of the fourteenth regular session of CICTE, scheduled to take place at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C., from February 19 to 21, 2014, and of the Twelfth Meeting of National Points of Contact of CICTE to be held during that regular session, as well as the three one-day meetings to be held on October 21, November 11, and December 2, 2013 at the Organization’s headquarters. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013 

73.
To request the Chair of CICTE to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-fourth regular session, on the implementation of the mandates contained in the CICTE Work Plan. APPROVED ON APRIL 30, 2013
Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 
/

74.
To request the IADB to continue reporting to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on its analysis and review of technical assistance, educational, and consultancy services that the IADB can provide to member states in accordance with its Statutes, and to submit a report to the CSH by December each year. (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)


75.
[Arg+Uru+Ven: To invite urge] member states [El Sal+Uru+Ven: that so deem fit] [USA: to consider continuing to provide to continue providing] the IADB with the necessary financial and human resources to [Arg: support strengthen] the institution and to promote the academic training of military and civilian officials by the IADC. (Paraguay and Dominican Republic support this paragraph) (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)

76.
To encourage the IADB [USA: to continue strengthening strengthen] its [USA+Per: channels means of] communication and linkage with ministries of defense of the Hemisphere, with a view to [Per: improving its capacity [Per: in order to] [Col: continuing to provide providing] military and defense advisory services to the OAS. (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)

77.
To request the IADB, in accordance with its Statutes and in coordination with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to conduct the following activities: (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)
a.
To continue promoting the participation of civilian authorities and officials responsible for defense matters and to promote civilian-military relations, as a complement to the educational services offered by the IADB in this field; and to make recommendations to the CSH by December each year; 

b.
To support the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in hosting the sixth meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and make recommendations on how to improve the implementation of these measures, and; (Bolivia is unable to support this paragraph)
c.
To continue to attend the hemispheric armed services conferences, including the Conference of American Armies, the Inter-American Naval Conference, and the System of Cooperation among Air Forces of the Americas, and report on their proceedings to the CSH. (Ecuador and El Salvador request the deletion of this paragraph)


//Ven+Bol: [To request the IADB to carry out, in coordination with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, the activities with which it is entrusted by its Statutes.] (Venezuela suggests deleting paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), and replacing them with this text)

IV.
FOLLOW-UP AND REPORTING


78.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. APPROVED ON 05/24/13 AD REFERENDUM OF BRAZIL
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PROPOSED PARAGRAPHS FOR THE DRAFT RESOLUTION

“ADVANCING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY: A MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH”

(May 24, 2013)

	
	ISSUES
	SPONSOR OF PARAGRAPHS
	PRESENTED AT CSH
	APPROVED AT CSH

	1.
	Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation 
(GT/DOT-IV/doc.4/13 rev. 2)
	GT-DOT (Trinidad & Tobago)
	April 4
	May 14

	2.
	Future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system
	Uruguay, Argentina, United States
	April 4, 11
	

	3.
	Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
	United States
	April 11
	May 24 - #15 ad referendum Bolivia & Nicaragua

	4.
	Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons and the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere
	Guatemala
	April 11
	May 14

	5.
	Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
	Mexico
	April 18
	May 14

	6.
	Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas
	El Salvador
	May 2
	May 23

	7.
	The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone
	Canada & Colombia
	May 7
	May 23

	8.
	Follow-up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas
	Colombia
	May 7
	May 9

	9.
	Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean
	Trinidad & Tobago, Saint Vincent & Grenadines, Bahamas, Haiti, Barbados
	May 7
	

	10.
	Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)
	CIFTA – Peru
	April 30
	May 7

	11.
	Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) (CITAAC/RPC/doc.6/13 rev. 1)
	CITAAC (Dominican Republic) 
	April 4
	

	12.
	Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
	CICAD
	May 7
	May 23

	13.
	Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)
	Chair of CICTE (Colombia)
	April 11
	May 23


	14.
	Inter-American Defense Board
	Canada & Chile
	May 7
	

	15.
	Prevention of Violence and Crime
/
	Guatemala
	May 9
	----



OEA/Ser.G

CP/doc.4918/13

31 May 2013
Original: Spanish
REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

(For August 2012 to May 2013 period)

(Acordado por el Consejo Permanente en la sesión celebrada el 24 de mayo de 2013)

I. OFFICERS


The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) for the 2012-2013 term was installed by the Permanent Council on August 1, 2012, and, in accordance with Articles 28 and 29 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council at its meeting on August 22, 2012 elected as Chair of the CAAP, Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States (OAS).


At its meeting held on September 7, 2012, the CAAP elected Counselor Frank Tressler, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, as its First Vice Chair, and Ambassador Gillian Bristol, Permanent Representative of the Grenada, as Second Vice Chair. Furthermore, the CAAP elected Minister Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, as Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs.

II. FUNCTIONS AND ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS


The CAAP, a permanent committee of the Permanent Council, has the following functions, established by Article 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council:


a.
To recommend to the Permanent Council any programs within the Council’s purview that may serve the General Secretariat as a basis for preparing the proposed program-budget of the Organization, as stipulated in Article 112.c of the Charter;


b.
To examine the proposed program-budget that the General Secretariat transmits to it in consultation with the Permanent Council for the purposes indicated in Article 112.c of the Charter, and to submit to the Council such observations as it may deem pertinent;


c.
To study any other subjects the Permanent Council may entrust to it in relation to the programs, budget, administration, and financial aspects of the operations of the General Secretariat; and


d.
To consider any annual evaluation reports submitted by the secretary general to the Permanent Council in compliance with the provisions of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and, on that basis, to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the Organization’s programs, projects, and activities. Furthermore, to make any recommendations it deems appropriate and submit them to the Permanent Council for consideration and subsequent referral to the Preparatory Committee, so that they may be considered by the General Assembly in conjunction with the proposed program-budget.

In accordance with Article 30 of those Rules of Procedure, at its meeting of August 22, 2012, the Permanent Council decided that the CAAP would have responsibility for the following mandates, set forth in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Second Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 2):

From the forty-second regular session (June 2012):

1. AG/RES. 2755 (XLII-O/12)
“Human Resource Policy of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States”

2. AG/RES.2762 (XLII-O/12)
“Financing of the 2013 Program-Budget of the Organization”

From the forty-second special session (October 2011):

3. AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1
“Program-Budget of the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2012 and Contributions to FEMCIDI”

Additionally, the CAAP at this meeting of September 7, 2013, approved a set of objectives for the period 2012-2013 to guide the reform agenda of the OAS.  Pursuant to the resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), adopted at the special session of the General Assembly of November 15, 2012, the CAAP adopted two additional objectives in line with the mandates conferred to it. The objectives of the CAAP, and as approved by delegations are attached as annex I.

III.
Proceedings 


A.
Program-budget for 2013


From September to November 2012, the CAAP focused its efforts on the review, negotiation, and approval of the Organization’s program-budget for 2013. This work was carried out by two working groups: (1) the Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2013, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Gillian Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada; and (2) the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013, under the chairmanship of Counselor Frank Tressler, Alternate Representative of Chile.


The respective reports of the two working groups were distributed with the following classifications: 

· Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2013 CAAP/GT/PPP-108/12
· Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013 CAAP/GT/RPP-40/12

B.
Reports and presentations to the CAAP


In the 2012– 2013 term, the Committee continued to receive reports from the General Secretariat on resource administration and management and administrative processes of the Organization. In the August 2012-May 2013 term, the following reports were presented and the following presentations made pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2755 (XLII-O/12), AG/RES. 2762 (XLII-O/12), AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1, and AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12):



i.
Human resources
(a)
Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2755 (XLII-O/12) paragraph 1, approved at the Forty Second Regular Session of the General Assembly in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) was instructed to provide an organizational chart, with information related to supervisory relationships, job descriptions, levels and salary scale of all levels of the organization. 

The SAF has since 2012 developed the OAS Personnel Data Base, an interactive human resources tool, accessible via the OAS portal.  The database is now functional and the Secretariat is expected to make a presentation to Member States during the second semester of 2013.

This tool will allow greater understanding of the organizational structure and inform decision-making in regard to personnel management, especially in the context of defining austerity measures to contain expenditures.  It will also serve as a basis for the next phase of human resources reforms as they relate to career progression, advancement and appraisal.

(b)
Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2755 (XLII-O/12) paragraph 1, the General Secretariat was instructed to submit a Comprehensive Human resources Strategy by August 30, 2012, with a focus on “a plan to reform the current set of competitive, contracting, classification, promotion, advancement, and performance evaluation mechanisms to ensure an efficient, transparent, and competitive recruitment process in the General Secretariat for all staff contracts, including Series A fixed-term contracts, “ and any required revisions of Chapter III – Personnel, of the General Standards.  The SAF submitted the document CP/CAAP/3186/12 entitled “Proposed Human Resources Strategy” with proposed amendments to the General Standards reflecting new hiring procedures and benefits for new employees.

The CAAP delegated this topic to the Working Group on the Review of OAS programs, which in turn established an informal discussion group to study the proposed amendments to the General Standards by the General Secretariat and make recommendations as appropriate.  The Working Group finalized the study and analysis of the proposal by the Secretariat as reflected in the working document (CAAP/GT/RVPP-182/13 rev. 9). and as a next step the Working Group invited the Secretariat and the Staff Association to comment on the member states’ proposal. During the CAAP meeting held on May 21, 2013, to finalize the work of the Committee, a few select delegations expressed concerns over the Human resources strategy and requested that the approval of the strategy be postponed until further clarification could be obtained in regard to the impact of the amendments.  As a compromise, member states agreed to continue considering the working document, in consultation with all interested parties, in order to approve the necessary amendments to Chapter III (Personnel) of the General Standards, ad referendum of the next General Assembly on the program-budget. 

(c)
Code of ethics. 

As the delegations are aware,  at its regular meeting on April 2, 2012 the Permanent Council considered the draft Code of Ethics, pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph III.A.7.c of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1, and referred it to the CAAP for study as document CP/doc.4705/12.

Pursuant to the mandate, at the CAAP meeting on September 7, 2012, the Secretariat indicated that the purpose of the draft code is to gather into one document those critical ethical issues in the Organization’s legal regime that arise most frequently in the day-to-day activities of the General Secretariat. The draft code is written in plain, concise language to make it easily understood by all staff and contractors. It also contains cross-references to the full text of the applicable law for those staff and contractors who seek further guidance.. It also noted that the draft was the product of an inclusive consultation process in which the Organization’s Staff Association also participated extensively.

The Secretariat explained that the Code of Ethics will come into force by executive order of the Secretary General, and that all interested parties of the General Secretariat should participate in its implementation. 

As per the recommendation of the CAAP to the Permanent Council at its October 17, 2012 session, the Secretariat issued the Executive Order No. 12-03, which would bring the Code into effect  



ii
Real Estate Strategy
In its 2010-2011 report, the Board of External Auditors reported that the value of OAS’ properties was estimated in excess of $300M, including buildings of historical significance.  The Board argued that the OAS has “neglected the maintenance and preservation of its real property,” and that “[T]he continued occupancy and sustainability of its real property is in jeopardy due to its neglect.  The OAS should not continue to hold property that is beyond its capability to maintain and utilize.”

In response to the recommendations made by the Board of external Auditors relating to Real Estate strategy, the General Secretariat submitted a series of strategy documents in 2011 and 2012 to the CAAP. 

The three key elements of the strategies put forth were as follows:
1) Updated estimate of the cost of implementing outstanding deferred maintenance projects;

2) Updated estimate of funds available to cover deferred maintenance projects from various sources (such as funds allocated to maintenance in the Regular Fund and revenue from space rental); and,

3) Other options to generate additional funds to address the resource gap, such as the sale of the “Casa del Soldado” and the F street building in exchange of a new and smaller structure at C street, in conjunction with a strategy for optimization of space.
In May 2012, the Chair of the CAAP submitted a draft resolution to the CAAP prior to the General Assembly in Cochabamba.  In line with the recommendations by the Board of External Auditors, the resolution proposed the sale of the “Casa del Soldado” with proceeds to be allocated to the deferred maintenance.  Note: At its meeting of March 12, the CAAP noted for the record the comments and position of the working group that the “Casa del Soldado” should not be sold as consensus could not be reached.  

The CAAP decided to postpone discussions on the topic of Real Estate and requested a revised strategy taking into account the lack of consensus on the sale of the Casa and the F street building.  The CAAP delegated the task of reviewing this topic to the Working Group on the Review of OAS programs.

At the meeting of the Working Group on the Review of OAS programs on February 5, the SAF presented the document entitled “Note for the Information of the CAAP - Comprehensive Real Estate Strategy (CP/CAAP-3211/13).”  This document presented inter-alia:

1) A revised estimate of the costs of deferred maintenance at $15.7M - Initially, the “Existing conditions Report” by February 15, 2013, estimated the costs of all deferred maintenance in 2008 at approximately $34.9M. The SAF now estimates this amount at $15.7M (having already completed a series of maintenance projects during 2009-12 totaling $1.7M).
With the available resources allocated to Common Costs for deferred maintenance, the SAF projects spending $2.4M towards the most urgent repairs to the buildings over the period 2013-17, leaving in effect a list of outstanding projects totaling $13.3M. 

As it was argued by delegations, further deferring maintenance projects estimated now at $13.3M will result in costs exponentially increasing over the years as the building conditions deteriorate.

2) Continued optimization of use of space – the SAF projects that up to 6000 square feet of additional office space in the F street building will be freed up for rental, generating annually $240K in addition to other rental income (Hall of the Americas, parking)

The CAAP noted the potential options proposed by the SAF on March 12, 2013, as follows:

a.
Reallocating additional funds within the Regular Fund for Building Maintenance

b.
Increasing the contribution to Building Maintenance of existing non-Regular Fund Sources of Funds (Rental Income, Hall of the Americas Fund, Parking Fund)

c.
A special one-time assessment to member states

d.
A temporary recurring assessment for a fixed period of years to member states

e.
Solicitation of voluntary contributions from observer states and other entities outside the Organization

f.
Cooperation with institutions dedicated to preservation of historic buildings

g.
Cooperation with current and former recipients of OAS scholarships with relevant expertise.
Having fulfilled the General Assembly’s mandate, the CAAP placed the report to the Permanent Council for a course of action (CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev.3 and CP/CAAP-3235/13)

During the Permanent Council meeting on May 8, 2013, the General Secretariat was instructed to present an updated version of the Integrated Real Property Strategy, with an estimate of the proceeds of potential options for funding deferred maintenance, as well as a cost benefits analysis of the possible sale of the “Casa del Soldado”. As requested by the Permanent Council  the Secretariat distributed the updated version document CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev.4. The CAAP will consider the document at its first meeting after the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. 



iii.
Mandate prioritization
In May 2012, the Permanent Council instructed the CAAP Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs to finalize the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising from the General Assembly, including all mandates issued by that organ over the period 2007-2012, with a view to consolidating all current mandates in a single document. It was stipulated that this review of mandates should determine whether they have been fulfilled, superseded, or duplicated, and whether they have expired or require ongoing processing. The Working Group concluded its work and submitted a consolidated list of mandates issued by the General Assembly to the Permanent Council as tasked. Please refer to document CP/doc.4687/12 rev. 3.

Based on the work of the CAAP, the Permanent Council proceeded, on June 28, 2012, to transmit the list of mandates prepared by the CAAP to the permanent committees and to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in order for each body to prepare a proposed prioritization of mandates taking into consideration the “A Strategic Vision of the OAS” document with respect to the resolutions within its sphere of responsibility. Please refer to document CP/doc.4812/12 rev. 1.

On December 5, 2012, the Permanent Council received the reports of the Permanent Committees and CIDI on the status of the mandates prioritization exercise.  The Permanent Council decided to extend the deadline to the end of March to allow for the Permanent Committees and CIDI to conclude their prioritization of mandates proposal.
In addition, the Permanent Council decided that mandates, as defined in document CP/CAAP-2977/08 add. 1 corr. 1, stemming from ministerial meetings and the Summits of the Americas process would be included in this exercise by the relevant bodies.

The Permanent Council requested that the Chairs of the working groups reviewing mandates of the Permanent Committees and CIDI present in January 2013, a proposal for criteria for prioritizing mandates in a uniform and coordinated manner.
The Chairs of Working Groups presented their respective reports at the May 1st Permanent Council meeting and inter-alia recommended the establishment of a database of mandates to track and update the implementation and progress of mandates, as well as the development of a methodology for their prioritization according to their significance within the core pillars of the OAS.
At the CAAP meeting held on May 20, 2013, the Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, presented document CP/CAAP-3245/13 “Report on the mandates validation exercise and proposed methodology for prioritizing them” which included a methodology and recommendations for the Permanent Council.

At its meeting on May 22, 2013, the Permanent Council received and accepted the report on the mandate prioritization methodology and a series of recommendations from the CAAP on the way forward.  The methodology included a classification of the mandates in three categories under each thematic previously set up, in order to isolate the mandates core to each pillar. CP/CAAP-3245/13


iv.
Comprehensive reporting

(a) Pursuant to resolution AG/RES.1 (XLII-E/11) rev.1, instructed the Secretariat to prepare quarterly administrative and financial management. The Secretariat presented he following reports: 

· Second quarter 2012. CP/CAAP-3177/12 and add. 1 
· Third quarter 2012. CP/CAAP-3200/12 and add.1 
· Fourth quarter 2012 CP/CAAP-3214/13, and add. 1
(b) Pursuant to resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIII-E/12), the General Secretariat was instructed to present its administrative and financial management reports to the CAAP on a quarterly basis, including an executive summary.  These reports are intended to serve as a comprehensive management guide to the strategic allocation of resources and to report on the General Secretariat’s compliance with mandates of the General Assembly that address policies affecting administration, management and programs, as well as to report on variances, and highlight budget transfers when applicable.  The reports must also show progress in attaining austerity, efficiency, accountability, effectiveness, transparency, and prudence in the use of the Organization’s resources, and to include a follow-up of the recommendations by the Board of External Auditors that indicates which recommendations the Organization has implemented. As instructed the General Secretariat presented the following document:
· First quarter 2013 CP/CAAP-3243/13
The report will be further studied by the CAAP at its first meeting following the General Assembly in Antigua, Guatemala.



v.
Business Modernization Strategy

The objective of a Business Modernization Strategy is to build a platform for the Management Reform Agenda based on three key principles: Delivering Results, Improving Efficiency and Effectiveness, and increasing Accountability.

The strategy is intended to provide a consistent and coherent approach to the current reform efforts by 1) bringing together all the initiatives and measures implemented to date to enhance the operations of the organization, including the work of the CAAP and the SAF; and, 2) setting a set of concrete and achievable results in the short, medium and long term.

Canada’s Permanent Representative and Chair of the CAAP presented the “Strengthening the OAS through Business Modernization” (CP/CAAP-3228/13) at the March 20, 2013 Permanent Council session.  This was followed by “Implementing the Business Modernization,” (CP/CAAP-3228/13 add. 1) at the meeting of the CAAP on April 23, 2013.  This document sought to lay out a set of concrete measures to be implemented by the General Secretariat in its effort to further the reform agenda.  These measures are an integral part of the draft resolution “Progress towards accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, and results in the OAS General Secretariat” of the CAAP for the 2013 General Assembly in Antigua, Guatemala. CP/CAAP-3227/13 rev. 9

vi.
Lessons Learned and Recommendation from the 2013 Program-Budget review process

On February 12, 2013, the Chair of the CAAP convened a Special Session of the Committee to discuss Lessons Learned stemming from the Program-Budget review exercise (document CP/CAAP-3205/13) and to make appropriate recommendations to the Permanent Council on ways to improve the budgetary process, with a view of implementing changes adopted through the resolution “Progress towards accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, and results in the OAS General Secretariat.”

The objective of the Lessons Learned and is to develop a solid administrative platform with improved processes to help realign the priorities of the organization and its activities with the budget.  As articulated by member states, to succeed, processes must be rooted in robust principles, such as, political will, transparency, trust, accountability, rigor and dialogue.  This exercise is fully embedded in the reform process and the Business Modernization Strategy.

The recommendations and proposals by the Chair and member states are reflected in the CAAP draft resolution “Progress towards accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, and results in the OAS General Secretariat” for the 2013 General Assembly in Antigua, Guatemala.



vii.
Financing for Unprogrammed meetings

During the 2012-2013 term the CAAP approved the following unprogrammed meetings:

· Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies
· Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

· Ninth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IX) (CP/CAAP-3180/12)

· Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAAP-3207/13)

· Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA (CP/CAAP-3212/13)

· The Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas of “Maintenance, Confidentiality, and Exchange of Information” (CP/CAAP-3212/13)

· Forty-fourth Special Session of the General Assembly (CP/CAAP-3222/13)

· Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV) (CP/CAAP-3222/13)

While delegations approved the use of funds for these meetings, they requested that future meetings for which specific mandates will have been previously approved be directly budgeted into the annual program-budget of the OAS to limit the use of the unprogrammed meetings fund to new and ad hoc meetings. It is expected that the Secretariat will fully integrate the calendar of meetings into the Program-Program for 2014 and subsequent years.



viii.
Americas Magazine

At the Permanent Council’s regular meeting of December 9, 2011, the Council instructed the CAAP to “review the matter of the closure of the Americas Magazine.”

In keeping with the above mandate, at the meeting of the CAAP on August 21, 2012, the Secretariat listed the following factors regarding the financial position of the magazine:
· Steady decline of subscription revenue;

· Regular Fund support decreased sharply in 2010 due to reductions in the Regular Fund budget;

· Beginning in 2010, operating expenditures exceeded subscription revenue;

· By the end of 2011, the subscription revenue reserve fund was exhausted;

· Due to reduction of Regular Fund budget of the Secretariat External Relations in 2012, the administration decided to suspend publication;

· Unless new specific funds were made available to continue publication, in the fourth quarter of 2012 the administration must notify subscribers of the closing of the magazine and refund outstanding subscription balances.

Subsequently, at its meeting on September 18, 2012, the CAAP concluded that this item was not budgeted for in Chapter VIII (Secretariat for External Relations) had no General Assembly mandate, and that the establishment and operation of the Americas Magazine was and remained the responsibility of the General Secretariat. (CP/CAAP-3194/12)

Facing financial pressure, and as an austerity measure, the General Secretariat ceased publication of Américas magazine; Vol. 64, No. 3, dated May/June 2012, was the last edition to be published.


ix.
National Offices
Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), the General Secretariat was instructed the Secretariat was instructed to present to the CAAP no later than February 1, 2013, an analysis of the current situation the National Offices including:

•
A plan of options for the optimization and efficiency of the organizational structure, quality of service, and operational costs charged to the Regular Fund, and
•
A budgetary plan for implementing those options.

The Secretariat failed to comply with the instructions, and the presentation of the plan of options for the optimization of the National Offices was postponed on 3 occasions. In response to Member states’ request, the General Secretariat tabled the document CP/CAAP-3238/13 titled “Plan of Action - Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States (OGSMS) 2013-2014” on May 14, 2013.

Two main issues emerged:

· The delayed implementation of the budget reduction by $1.1M in 2013, and
· A lack of comprehensive strategy for the rationalization of operations of the National Offices.

At its May 21, 2013 meeting the CAAP took note of the report and the additional information presented by the Secretariat, and decided to include this item on its agenda for the period following the General Assembly in Guatemala for further analysis.

x.
Gap between revenue and expenditures
By means of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), the special session of the General Assembly held on November 30, 2012, asked CAAP, with the support of the SAF, to study options for addressing the gap between the Organization’s income and expenditures and to propose a course of action to the Permanent Council by March 30, 2013, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Board of External Auditors. In compliance with this mandate, at its meeting of January 29, 2013, the CAAP delegated the matter to the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, in order for it to study the options available for closing the Organization’s income and expenditure gap and to make the pertinent recommendations.
The Chair of the Working Group presented the following recommendations:
· Continue with efforts to replenish the Reserve Subfund, to put the Organization is a position in which it can meet future contingencies.

· Review the procedures established in the General Standards for making use of the Reserve Subfund, in order to keep it from being used to fund increases in operating expenses.

· In order to maintain the continuity of the programs and the human resources for carrying them out, cost of living increases and the effects of inflation on goods and services must be taken into account when considering the funding of the program-budget.
· Request that the Secretary General, following the conclusion of the political dialogue on the strategic vision and the mandate prioritization exercise, carry out an organizational and functional restructuring process in order to reorder functions and rationalize personnel costs.

· This restructuring should aim for a more pyramid-shaped organizational and occupational structure, to make it more functional and less onerous.

· The Secretariat should prepare a projection, based on priorities, of human resource needs and staff characteristics for the medium and long terms.
The report by the Chair of the Working Group was classified as document CAAP/GT/RVPP-198/13. Also please refer to page 17 of this report.

The work of the Working Group is now completed. The report will be referred to CAAP after the General Assembly in Guatemala.



xi.
Report on estimated increases in expenditure generated by “smart parity”
At the meeting of April 9, 2013, in accordance with operative paragraph III.A.2.a.ii of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) , the General Secretariat presented the report on the estimated increases in expenditure generated by “smart parity,” a document distributed as CP/CAAP-3224/13 and add. 1.


xii.
Reports of the Office of the Inspector General

The CAAP received Annual and Activity Reports of the Office of the inspector general for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012 included in document CP/doc.4844/13 corr. 1.

xiii.
Presentation of the Organization Strategic plan for mobilization of external funds
The Secretariat for External Relations of the Organization presented the following documents:

· Report on fundraising: Permanent Observers CP/CAAP-3240/13
· Strategic plan for mobilization of external funds CAAP-3241/13
xiv.
Comprehensive annual report on the results achieved and resources allocated for fulfillment of the mandates of the Organization
At the meeting of April 23, 2013 in accordance with operative paragraph III.A.5.a of resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIII-E/12) , the SAF presented documents CP/CAAP-3233/13 and add.1, “Resources allocated for compliance with mandates”
xv.
Options to effect the repayment of the $3.7 million loan from the scholarship capital fund

The General Assembly in AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) requested the General Secretariat to present a payment plan to effect the repayment of the $3.7 million loan from the scholarship capital fund approved in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 187 (XXVIII-E/11).

In response to the request of some delegations addressed to the Secretary General, the General Secretariat is pleased to present two options for the information of the CAAP. Included in document CP/CAAP-3219/13 rev. 1 corr. 1


C.
Preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

At its forty-third regular session, the General Assembly is to decide on the ceiling for the program-budget of the Organization for 2014, and on the funding sources for that program-budget, considering the shortfall faced by the Organization.

Progress was made with the consideration and approval, in the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee, of the draft resolution “Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization,” to be presented to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.

The CAAP made progress for the consideration and adoption, by the Permanent Council, of one draft resolution for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
· Draft resolution: “Progress towards accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, and results in the OAS General Secretariat” “CP/CAAP-3227/13 rev. 9


D.
Work following the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly


Once the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly has concluded, the CAAP will focus on the review and approval of the program-budget for 2014, and on following up on the matters and reports listed below:
· Report on the National Offices: diagnosis of the current situation and plan to include options for the optimization and efficiency of the organizational structure, quality of service, and costs charged to the Regular Fund for the operations of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States (CP/CAAP-3238/13 and add. 1.).
· Quarterly reports on administrative and financial management
· Continue consideration of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization, with reference to the hiring mechanisms set out in Chapter III of the General Standards
· Follow up on the real estate strategy and investment plan to maximize the potential of the real estate of the OAS. CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev.4

· Present a study, in coordination with the General Secretariat, regarding mandates prior to the period 2005

IV.
WORKING GROUP ON THE REVIEW OF OAS PROGRAMS


The Working Group began its work for the 2012 - 2013 period on September 20, 2012, with Minister Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, serving as its Chair. At that meeting, the Chair submitted to the delegations’ consideration the scenarios for the 2012-2013 Work Plan, document CAAP/GT/RVPP-168/12, which was agreed on.

At the meeting held on September 20, the Working Group elected Counselor Cesar Martinez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, as Vice President of the Working Group.

The Work Plan proposed continuing with the work packages that are being pursued simultaneously in order to provide the Permanent Council and the General Assembly with a series of recommendations. The objective of the work is to ensure that the Organization is financially sustainable in the long term, with improved performance, in support of the priorities that the member states have clearly defined. The work packages are as follows:
· Work package 1: 
Determination of priorities and review of existing OAS mandates
· Work package 2: 
Review of General Assembly Mandates

· Work package 3: 
Reengineering

· Work package 4: 
Austerity measures


a.
Work package 1:  Determination of priorities and review of existing OAS mandates


The Working Group prepared a pilot scheme for screening mandates received from the General Assembly. The Permanent Council adopted and forwarded to the committees the document entitled “Analysis of OAS Mandates 1935-2011” (CP/CAAP-3175/12 add.1) with a view to each committee preparing a proposed ranking of the mandates contained in the resolutions assigned to them, taking into account, for that purpose, the document entitled “Strategic Vision of the OAS.” This review process was based on verification of whether these mandates were still in effect, expired, duplicated, or procedural in nature, or did not actually constitute mandates. Once that task had been completed, on instructions from the CAAP, the Working Group’s task was to prepare a proposed prioritization of CAAP mandates.

Pursuant to the Permanent Council’s request to “prepare...a proposed listing of mandates in order of priority, taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document,” the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs decided to entrust the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs with reviewing and prioritizing its mandates, taking as its starting point document CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1-b


At its meeting on September 20, 2012, the Working Group approved a two-stage work plan:

i. Identification and validation, and
ii. Prioritization

In regards to the identification and validation process, during the meeting of the Working Group on October 19, 2012, the Chair held a working session with the delegations to read out the mandates assigned to the CAAP and validate them, classifying the mandates as follows: (1) “superseded,” (2) ”duplicated,” (3) “non mandate,” and (4) “current.”


The Working Group agreed to the following thematic classification and results after the incorporation of the mandates arising out of the General Assembly session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, and special session to approve the 2013 Program-Budget, and the review of the mandates that would expire on December 31, 2012, pursuant to Article 95 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat.:
	TOPICS
	MANDATES
	%

	
	
	

	Raising and allocating of resources
	15
	25%

	Development of strategies 
	15
	25%

	Presentation of reports
	10
	17%

	Human resource policies
	8
	14%

	Indirect
	7
	12%

	Other
	3
	5%

	Revision of the General Standards 
	1
	2%

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	59
	100.0%

	
	
	



Regarding the prioritization process, it will depend on the criteria to be adopted by the Permanent Council.

The report presented to the Permanent Council was classified as document CAAP/GT/RVPP-178/12 rev. 1


Finally, At the CAAP meeting held on May 20, 2013, the Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, presented document CP/CAAP-3245/13 “Report on the mandates validation exercise and proposed methodology for prioritizing them” which included a methodology and recommendations for the Permanent Council.

b.
Work package 2:  Review of General Assembly Mandates


The Working Group has made substantial progress thanks to resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11) on the costing process for the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. This covers Activities 1 and 2 of the Work Packages. The issue of funding choices for resolutions is still pending, but will be addressed when the Permanent Council completes the prioritization of mandates. 


c.
Work package 3: Reengineering


The Working Group made progress in the analysis of human resources policy and real estate strategy, however, there is still work to be done in reference to the Management of specific funds.


In addition, the CAAP instructed the Working Group to conduct a study of options to address the gap between the Organization’s income and expenditures, and to present the relevant recommendations. 


i.
Human Resources Policy

Under operative paragraph III.A.6.c. of Resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), adopted last November, the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs was instructed to conclude the work related to the Comprehensive Human Resource Management Strategy and to propose such amendments to Chapter III (Staff) of the General Standards as are necessary to put it into effect.

The Working Group held eight informal meetings, which included active participation by most delegations. Those meetings compiled the member states’ suggestions, comments, and proposals. The SAF and the Department of Legal Services also took part in the last three informal meetings of the Working Group.

The Working Group embarked on a lengthy process of negotiations, during which the position of the Staff Association was heard, as were the observations by the Secretariat as well as comments and proposals made by delegations, from which document CAAP/GT/RVPP-182/13 rev. 9 was produced, containing all the elements discussed at said meetings.



ii.
Real estate strategy

As instructed by the CAAP, the Working Group debated and analyzed two outstanding issues: 

· First: The situation of the Casa del Soldado
· Second:  The General Assembly mandate for the Secretariat to submit an updated version of the Strategy.

With regard to the matter of the Casa del Soldado, as the delegations are aware, the CAAP and its working groups considered the issue in 2011 and 2012 as well as during the 2013 budget negotiations. In that regard, at the Working Group meeting on February 5, the Chair reiterated and placed on record the comments and the decision made by the Working Groups and the CAAP, which concluded that the Casa del Soldado should not be sold. The Working Group so decided.

With regard to the submission of an updated version of the real estate strategy, and pursuant to operative paragraph III.A.17.a of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) that instructed the General Secretariat to submit by February 1, 2013, an updated version of the Integrated Real Property Strategy that includes options to maximize use of said real property:

At the meeting of February 5, the SAF made a presentation on the updated version of the Strategy, document CP/CAAP-3211/13, that included options to maximize the use of said real estate.

At that meeting, the delegations requested additional information, such as:  a list of the Organization’s buildings; operating costs of the Casa del Soldado; and the operating costs of the Inter-American Children’s Institute building, among others.

As the member states are aware, that additional information was presented at the Working Group meeting of March 5, 2013. The document was distributed as CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev. 1.

At the aforementioned meeting the Working Group, bearing in mind the information presented, decided in the end to recommend to the CAAP as follows:

· That the updated version of the Integrated Real Estate Strategy, document CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev. 2, should include sources of funding, urgent repairs, maintenance, renovation, and management of the Organization’s physical space, and

· That the CAAP refer it to the Permanent Council, if it deems it necessary.

The report presented to the CAAP was classified as document CAAP/GT/RVPP-194/12.



iii.
Gap between revenue and expenditures

The CAAP at its meeting of January 29, 2013, delegated the matter to the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, in order for it to study the options available for closing the Organization’s income and expenditure gap and to make the pertinent recommendations.

At its meeting of March 5, 2013, the Working Group heard and noted its appreciation for the presentation by the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) contained in document CP/CAAP-3218/13. Given the importance of this issue and the highly detailed information provided by the SAF, which would require a detailed study by the delegations, the Chair suggested dealing with the topic at two meetings.
At the meeting of March 19, the Working Group addressed the first two topics in document CP/CAAP-3218/13:

· Balance between payment of quotas and expenditures
· Options to deal with the climate of financial austerity and zero nominal growth

The Secretary for Administration and Finance presented the topics, following which several delegations expressed their points of view and thoughts on the matters raised.

At the April 2 meeting, the Working Group analyzed the last two topics in the aforesaid document:
· Summary of options to manage the future development of the Organization’s structure

· Discussion of the pros and cons of the options outlined in the Chair’s note of January 25, 2013

As at the first meeting, the SAF gave a presentation on the topics, followed by statements from the delegations.

In compliance with the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), this document offers a series of recommendations based both on document CP/CAAP-3218/13 and on the remarks made by the delegations during their examination of those topics.
Finally, the delegations should note that on April 17, 2013, a meeting was held with the Board of External Auditors, to which reference will be made in this report.

Topic 1: 
Balance between payment of quotas and expenditures



Diagnostic assessment

· During six of the last ten years, the levels of real income received have been lower than those adopted in the program-budget for the Regular Fund.

· That deficit did not have a direct impact on expenditure, because of the availability of the Reserve Subfund. When the reserve was exhausted, the deficit was financed with outstanding quotas.

· The fall in the Reserve Subfund led to reduced income from interest payments, and it curtailed the Organization’s capacity to fund the whole of the program-budget as adopted.
· The change in the policy governing discounts for prompt payment has meant a significant increase in the income as of March 31, compared to previous years. However, while this does improve the cash flow, it also represents a real reduction in income for the following year.
Topic 2. 
Options to deal with the climate of financial austerity and zero nominal growth



Diagnostic assessment

· According to the Organization’s General Standards, staff payments are correlated to the United Nations system, including the annual cost of living adjustment (COLA).

· In order to comply with the COLA each year–in a context of nominal zero growth in quota income and with a ceiling of 64.38% for personnel costs within the budget–on several occasions the Organization has been forced to reduce the number of staff members financed by the Regular Fund.
· The result has been a gradual reduction in the number of employees, with a particular impact on the General Services category, the functions of which have been progressively transferred to corporate performance contracts.

Topic 3.
Summary of options to manage the future development of the Organization’s structure



Options presented:

A. Increasing the Regular Fund resources available for personnel.

B. Reducing future growth in the personnel cost structure, and amending smart parity.
C. Reducing future personnel costs by eliminating certain programs from the program-budget or amending the organizational structure.

Pros and cons of the options outlined in the Chair’s note of January 25, 2013.
A. Reassessment of smart parity

Changes to the smart parity system could impact staff benefits and lead to major legal repercussions, in accordance with resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Permanent Council, given the precedents set in earlier cases brought before the OAS Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD).

B. Modification of staff distribution between the professional category and the general services category 

Greater stability in the professional structure would demand a reorganization, with a reduction in the number of departments or in the number of country offices. Any such reorganization would require a careful consideration of how the UN classification rules were to apply to the functions performed by the positions within the new structure.

C. Modification of the formula for determining the scale of quota assessments

The OAS scale for quota assessments is based on a formula used within the United Nations, with the difference that in the OAS system, neither the minimum nor the maximum quotas are calculated by using the formula. Consideration could be given to revising the ceiling applied to the largest contributor’s quota and keeping its quotas at the same level or increasing the minimum quota. Those changes would affect all the Organization’s income from quotas.
D. Modification of the timely payment discount policy

The 2012 experience suggests that the incentive for timely payment continues to have a significant impact. In 2010 and 2011 respectively (i.e., under the previous policy), 62% and 56% of quotas were paid in prior to the April 30 deadline. In 2012, with the discount for timely payment, 30% of quota payments had been received as of the March deadline; including partial payments, they accounted for 39% of total quotas. This has a dual effect:  on the one hand, it increases the Organization’s cash flow considerably but, on the other, it means a reduction in net income for the following year.

E. Feasibility of introducing fines for late payments
No international organization has been able to reach consensus on the imposition of fines or interest payments for late payments; however, some international organizations do impose nonmonetary sanctions for late payments, generally involving the loss of voting rights after a given period in which quota payments are not received.
F. Viability of maintaining the personnel cost ceiling at 64.38% of the Regular Fund

The 2013 program-budget adopted by the General Assembly states that personnel costs shall not exceed 63.22% of the Regular Fund; that represents a real reduction in personnel costs compared to the traditional figure of 64.38%. However, any reduction in spending necessarily implies a reduction in staff numbers.
G. Elimination of certain programs

In the event that it is not feasible to increase resources or reduce personnel costs, the remaining options would be to:

· Reduce the personnel resources assigned to all programs

· Cancel or selectively reduce the size or scope of certain programs 

· Modify the Organization’s structure to reduce the number of senior executive positions.

Conclusions


The situation of budget austerity and nominal zero growth in the Regular Fund means that the Organization’s purchasing power is gradually falling at a time when market inflation is on the rise. This has led to:
· Yearly reductions in staff numbers to cover the fall in income and the rising cost of living.

· Those cutbacks do not follow a program rationalization strategy.
· The Organization lacks reserve funds to meet contingencies.
· The mandates of the Organization are on the increase, while the funds and staff available for implementing them are decreasing.

Of the options for managing the future development of the Organization’s structure presented under topic 3, both increasing personnel costs (option A) and reducing growth in the structure of personnel costs by amending smart parity (option B) were deemed not viable. This is because the delegations, in different forums, have support rationalizing personnel costs and, in addition, because of the legal implications that amending smart parity would entail.

The idea of reducing future personnel costs by eliminating programs or modifying the organizational structure (option C) was well received by the delegations, as indicated by the comments included in the conclusions section.


Regarding the pros and cons of the options put forward in the Chair’s note of January 25, 2013, and listed under topic 4, it was concluded that three of them were not viable for the following reasons:


1.
Reassessing smart parity would, as already noted, have legal implications for the Organization. Modifying the timely payment discount policy is used by around 40% of the member states, and the recent adjustment promises an improvement in the cash flow; regardless of its success in raising funds, however, it means reduced funds for the following year. Imposing fines for late payments is not a common practice in international organizations (although nonmonetary sanctions are found). In addition, for the 2013 financial year, there are only three delegations with quota arrears in excess of one year, two with arrears of two years, and one with arrears of five years; as a result, the member states’ payment levels have been increasing satisfactorily.


2.
Of the four remaining options–”modifying staff distribution between the professional and the general services category,” “modifying the formula for determining the scale of quota assessments,” “viability of maintaining the personnel cost ceiling at 64.38% of the Regular Fund,” and “eliminating certain programs”–it was deemed that some of them would be viable, following political dialogue in line with the strategic vision and the mandate prioritization exercise.

Recommendations
· Continue with efforts to replenish the Reserve Subfund, to put the Organization is a position in which it can meet future contingencies.

· Review the procedures established in the General Standards for making use of the Reserve Subfund, in order to keep it from being used to fund increases in operating expenses.

· In order to maintain the continuity of the programs and the human resources for carrying them out, cost of living increases and the effects of inflation on goods and services must be taken into account when considering the funding of the program-budget.
· Request that the Secretary General, following the conclusion of the political dialogue on the strategic vision and the mandate prioritization exercise, carry out an organizational and functional restructuring process in order to reorder functions and rationalize personnel costs.

· This restructuring should aim for a more pyramid-shaped organizational and occupational structure, to make it more functional and less onerous.

· The Secretariat should prepare a projection, based on priorities, of human resource needs and staff characteristics for the medium and long terms.


d.
Work package 4:  Austerity measures


The purpose of the austerity measures is for the General Secretariat to continue taking ongoing steps to increase efficiency in the Organization’s processes. On this topic, the General Secretariat presents the CAAP with quarterly reports on the efforts made to curtail expenses, improve processes, and ensure savings and prudence in the use of the resources allocated for its operations and those of its subsidiary bodies, and on those appropriate for discharging the tasks it has been assigned. 

V.
CONCLUSIONS AND FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS


It is important to emphasize that the Committee must resume its activities immediately after the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly so as to continue with its pending topics and prepare for the special session of the General Assembly to be held in October for consideration and adoption of the program-budget of the Organization for 2014.


I cannot fail to acknowledge the cooperation that I have received, in exercising the chairmanship of the CAAP, from all delegations, especially from the Vice Chairs–Counselor Frank Tressler, Alternate Representative of Chile, and Ambassador Gillian Bristol, former Permanent Representative of Grenada–and from the Chair and Vice Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs–Minister Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, and Counselor Cesar Martinez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, as well as the constructive and committed participation of the delegates who follow the work of the Committee

Allan Culham

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada

Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

ANNEX I

CAAP Objectives for 2012-2013

1. Overhaul of Human Resources management, including but not limited to, the systematic application of effective HR tools such as HR needs assessment, increased transparency in competitive processes, clearly defined career progression for staff, and controlled use of external contractors.
2. Development and implementation of a Comprehensive Real Estate Strategy, including efficient use of space based on cost-benefit analysis.
3. Mandate prioritization and criteria setting for future mandates, including costing of resolutions.
4. Establishment of comprehensive reporting practices through existing tools (budget and quarterly reports) to track progress on the implementation of the recommendations by the External Auditors and the Inspector General, as well as budget execution, including explanation of variances in expenditures and activities in the Regular, Specific, and Indirect Cost Recovery funds, and any other sources of funding if applicable.  These tools will also serve to capture and to report on the reform priorities as set by the CAAP in its annual work plan.
5. Improved planning and management of Specific funds in relation to mandates and priorities, including the creation of multi-year plans, which will serve as a platform for fundraising for those unfunded mandates.
6. Development of Business Modernization Strategy for the Organization to ensure the long term sustainability of the organization, taking into account the “Strategic Vision of the OAS.” and the progress made by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs as it relates to the reform of the OAS.

7. Development and implementation of recommendations aimed at improving the program-budget review and allocation taking into the account the “2013 Program-Budget Review Process Lessons Learned (CP/CAAP-3205/13).

8. Development and implementation of options to address the gap between income and expenditures of the organization, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Board of External Auditors.
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION
IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC) IN 2012-2013

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 22, 2013)

I. INTRODUCTION

This report refers to the activities of the CISC in 2012-2013, a period in which it addressed the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as performing functions assigned by the OAS Permanent Council. The report documents achievements in specific activities conducted by the Committee members to fulfill those mandates.

II. AUTHORITIES

Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes that “The representative of the member state presiding over the Summit process shall serve as chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.” Pursuant to that Article, the Committee was first chaired by Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States (OAS). Following the change of Chair of the Summits of the Americas process, Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama, was appointed Chair of the Committee.
/
III. MANDATES 

Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the functions of the CISC with respect to the Summits of the Americas process and to the participation of civil society in OAS activities. In addition to those functions, at its meeting on August 22, 2012, the Permanent Council also assigned to the CISC the task of following up on and implementing the following resolutions:
/
AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12)
Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process

AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12)
Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process 

With a view to complying with the assigned mandates, the Chair presented Draft Work Plan CP/CISC-644/12, which was approved by the Committee at its meeting on November 21, 2012.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT

In the period under review (2012-2013), the CISC held six regular meetings and one special meeting with civil society to address the following topics:

A. Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process

Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), at its meeting on November 27, 2012, the Committee approved the Report on the Activities Entrusted to the OAS by the Sixth Summit of the Americas, which as was distributed with the classification CP/CISC-645/12 rev. 1 and presented at a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development. 

The periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on its work to support and strengthen the Summits process (CP/CISC/INF.17/13) was presented to the Committee at a subsequent meeting, held on May 10, 2013.

B. Participation of civil society in OAS activities
During this period, pursuant to point 6 of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)] and to Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and other concurrent provisions, the Committee met, on October 5, 2012 and March 12, 2013 to consider 31 requests by civil society organizations to be registered with the Organization and a request for removal from the OAS roster of seven civil society organizations that had ceased operating.

As recorded in documents CP/CISC-649/12 and CP/CISC-679/13, the Committee decided to forward 29 requests by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS to the Permanent Council for approval, along with the request for the removal from the roster of seven civil society organizations that had ceased to operate.

In addition to those requests, the Committee considered:

· Requests made by civil society organizations and users of the inter-American human rights system to participate in Permanent Council meetings on the proposals received for implementing the recommendations of the “Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” ; and

· Requests made by civil society organizations and users of the inter-American human rights system (IAHRS) to participate in the special meeting of the Permanent Council to be held on March 6, in keeping with the Schedule of Meetings for Stages III and IV of the Work Plan for Implementation of Resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12).

With respect to the first point, on November 29, the Committee examined 24 requests by civil society organizations and, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), submitted them to the Permanent Council with a recommendation to accept the participation of those organizations in the meetings to be held by the Permanent Council on December 7, 2012 as part of Stage II of the Work Plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12). The report on this matter is available at the following link:  CP/CISC-653/12.

The Committee also examined two requests submitted by users of the system and other stakeholders and, based on the General Assembly stipulations contained in resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) and agreements by the Permanent Council contained in the Work Plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), decided to submit them to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that an invitation be extended to those users of the system and other stakeholders to take part in the Permanent Council meetings to be held on December 7, 2012.  The corresponding report was distributed as document CP/CISC-654/12.
With regard to the second point, the Committee examined 38 requests by civil society organizations and other actors or users of the system and, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), agreed to submit those requests to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that their requests be accepted and that they be invited to participate in the special meeting to be held by the Permanent Council on March 6, 2013. The corresponding report is posted at CP/CISC-672/13.
In addition, on the subject of civil society organizations, a presentation was made at the meeting of March 12, 2013, on activities conducted in 2012 – 2013 by the Department of International Affairs in order to facilitate the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, (CP/CISC/INF.15/13). And on May 10, 2013, pursuant to the mandates contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12) and Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), the CISC held a special meeting with civil society to receive the recommendations arising out of the X Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors “TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-DRUG POLICY IN THE AMERICAS.” Those recommendations were distributed with the classification CP/CISC-688/13 rev. 1.
C. Review of the mandates assigned to the Committee
Addressing the Permanent Council’s request to prepare a proposed prioritization of mandates taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document, on November 27 the Committee agreed to establish an Informal Working Group to review its mandates and elected Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez González, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, to chair that group. The report on that informal working group’s activities was distributed as document CP/CISC-682/13.
D. Draft resolutions

Following previous practice, the Chair of the CISC submitted for consideration by the Committee the following two draft resolutions, which are appended to this report as Appendices I and II:

· Draft resolution,  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (Approved by the Committee on May 10, 2013, ad referendum of a quorum), CP/CISC-680/13 rev. 2 (APPENDIX I)

· Draft resolution, “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (Approved by the Committee on May 10, 2013, ad referendum of a quorum, with a paragraph in brackets pending), CP/CISC-683/13 rev. 2, (APPENDIX II)

V. CONCLUSION

The Chair is pleased to conclude that the Committee has actively and diligently pursued the tasks of following up on and implementing the mandates assigned to it under Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and wishes to thank all the delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this period. 

Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano
Permanent Representative of Panama

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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16 May 2013

COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES
DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS
/
/
(Approved by the Committee on May 10, ad referendum of the quorum)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005), the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009), and the Sixth Summit of the Americas (Cartagena de Indias, 2012);


RECALLING that, through resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a special committee of the Permanent Council on inter-American summits management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas and to coordinate the Organization’s preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the acknowledgment by the Third Summit of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in support of the Summits of the Americas process and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to that process, as well as the establishment of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;


RECALLING that at Summits of the Americas, the heads of state and government have recognized the important role played by the OAS in the implementation of decisions of the Summits of the Americas and as technical secretariat of the Summits process;


RECOGNIZING the work of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), which comprises the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);


RECOGNIZING ALSO the increasing emphasis placed by the heads of state and government on the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Summits of the Americas mandates; and


RECALLING that at the ministerial meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in the framework of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly at Lima, Peru, in June 2010, the Secretary General of the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) as a tool for modernizing the mechanisms for dialogue among all the actors involved in the Summits process,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.


2.
To renew the mandate to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to coordinate and follow up on the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas.


3.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the CISC.


4.
To request that the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS), continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, advising the host country of the Summit and member states, as requested, in general on all aspects related to the Summits process, supporting follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, offering support to member states in implementing existing mandates and those of future Summits, and supporting preparatory activities and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2015 in the Republic of Panama.


5.
To instruct the Permanent Council and, when appropriate, the SIRG, to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.


6.
To urge member states, through the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), to report annually on the implementation and follow-up of the mandates established in the Summits of the Americas process.


7.
To request the SAS to continue to report to the CISC and to the SIRG on the activities and programs being carried out in support of member states’ efforts to implement Summit mandates, and to report to the CISC on the technical input prepared by the General Secretariat of the OAS on the Summits process, including reports on inter-American ministerial meetings linked to the Summits process.


8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), chaired by the SAS, to coordinate and promote the implementation and follow-up in JSWG institutions of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas; to hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings; and to report thereon to the CISC and the SIRG


9.
To request that the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) continue to provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas


10.
In order to strengthen the Summits of the Americas process and its link to the inter-American ministerial meetings:

a.
To urge member states to improve intersectoral coordination among ministers and authorities;

b.
To instruct the SAS to keep track of ministerial meetings and provide technical guidance for member states, as requested, on ways to strengthen internal coordination on the implementation of Summit mandates; and

c.
To urge countries hosting inter-American ministerial meetings to work with the SAS to ensure follow-up on relevant mandates from the Summits of the Americas and, as appropriate, to prepare for future Summits.


11.
To request the General Secretariat through the SAS to provide full support to the states in following up on and implementing Summit mandates, and in the use of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System.


12.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS and the member states, to promote and disseminate among the stakeholders involved in the Summits process the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas, so that they may contribute to their implementation.


13.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS, to continue to explore and implement methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in the Summits process, through the use of the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) and other information and communication technologies, among others.


14.
To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.


15.
To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the SAS by providing it with the human and financial resources to fulfill its function as technical secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process efficiently and effectively.


16.
That execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.


17.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty- fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF

AMERICAN STATES AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Committee on May 10, ad referendum of a quorum,

pending paragraph in square brackets)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12), “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;


RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) should take place in a context of close collaboration among the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”;


TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;


CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;


UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”;


RECOGNIZING the participation of civil society and social actors in the Sixth Summit of the Americas,
/
/ held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012;


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation;


CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy” and that “[t]he OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;


UNDERSCORING that the Social Charter of the Americas recognizes the importance for social development of the adoption of policies that promote, inter alia, citizen participation. (Paragraph pending -Preambular paragraph 9 of the Social Charter of the Americas)

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives and other social actors, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states;


RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy and social development in all member states;


NOTING the contributions and recommendations suggested by civil society organizations and social actors at the On-line Forum held on April 18 to May 3, 2013, and the 10th Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and Social Actors that took place on May 9, 2013, on the topic of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas,” and the priorities on the inter-American agenda, as well as the comments received by the OAS General Secretariat on the Draft Declaration; and


BEARING IN MIND the contributions and input that civil society and social actors provided during the consultation “Connecting the Americas: Advancing Partnerships for Action” that took place on March 18, 2013, and the On-line Forum on that same topic held on March 5 to 15, 2013, in follow-up to the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas Process.

RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.


2.
To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations and other social actors in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”


3.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate participation by civil society and other social actors in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities undertaken by the OAS as a result of the Summits of the Americas process, as well as efforts by the member states to foster said participation.


4.
To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and other social actors and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


5.
To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among the heads of delegation of the member states, the Secretary General, and the representatives of civil society organizations.


6.
To continue to urge member states to:

a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.


7.
To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society and other social actors, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.


8.
To recognize the efforts of the Government of the Republic of Guatemala as host country of the forty third regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations and social actors to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.


9.
To instruct the member states to continue, in the framework of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1) with a view to completing it; and to request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.


10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, integrate, and incorporate civil society input and advocacy.


11.
To ask the General Secretariat to produce a follow-up report on the implementation of the strategies to increase and strengthen the participation of civil society organizations and social actors in the activities of the OAS and of its organs, agencies, and entities, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), in order to identify the topics from CSOs that have been incorporated into the Organization's thematic agenda and to strengthen synergies.

12.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES 


3.
…the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiating contexts, as appropriate


4.
…because, during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to address and did not adopt the Political Declaration that included the desire of the countries of Latin American and the Caribbean, out of solidarity,  that our sister Republic of Cuba participate unconditionally and on an equal sovereign footing  in that forum. We reaffirm that there can be no “Summit of the Americas” without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative sections of the core topics discussed formed part of the Political Declaration, and since that Declaration was not adopted, they were not adopted either, which is why Nicaragua does not agree that mention be made of those documents and mandates that were not adopted. 


5.
..… the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate.


6.
… because, at that Summit, the Heads of State and Government did not address, nor did they approve, the Political Declaration that included the solidarity of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on the basis of sovereign equality in that forum. We reaffirm that “Summits of the Americas” cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative parts of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, since this was not approved, neither were they approved, and Nicaragua therefore does not agree that mention should be made of these documents and mandates that were not approved. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP IN THE 2012-2013 PERIOD

(Presented at the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held on May 24, 2013)

ACTIVITY REPORT OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP IN THE 2012-2013 PERIOD

I. background


The General Assembly, by resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development, establishing specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.


Later, the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, said that the principles and objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action “will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.”


The General Assembly renewed its mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05); AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06); AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07); AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08); AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09); AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10); and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11).


Subsequently, at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas by resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12), and instructed the Joint Working Group to conclude “negotiations on a Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.”

II. OFFICERS


For the period covered by this report, the Joint Working Group was installed by the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on September 6, 2012. On that date, Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) was elected as the Group’s Chair. Subsequently, at its meeting held on November 13, 2012, the Joint Working Group elected Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS, as its Vice Chair.

III. Activities of the Joint Working Group


A.
Organization of work

At the meeting of the Joint Working Group held on September 19, 2012, the Chair submitted to the Group for its consideration a draft Work Plan, which was adopted by the delegations and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.195/12 rev. 1. Subsequently, at the meeting of November 13, the Group adopted the Methodology for Meetings to Negotiate the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.203/12 rev. 1, in which the Group took as the basis for the negotiations the “Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas” presented by the Chair and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.201/12.


B.
Meetings of the Joint Working Group

In the 2012-2013 period, the Joint Working Group held eight meetings, including one all-day meeting with representatives of international organizations. It also held two informal meetings to move forward in negotiating the Draft Plan of Action. The proceedings of the informal meetings are summarized below:

· At the meeting held on September 19, 2012, the Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) presented the Proposed Structure for the Plan of Action, document GTC/CASA/doc.194/12, which served as the basis for the Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair.

At that meeting, the Group adopted the Work Plan for the 2012-2013 period, which included, among other activities, the holding of a meeting with six international agencies (UNDP, ECLAC, PAHO, IDB, ILO, and World Bank) to hear their comments on the status of social goals in the Americas, the main hemispheric challenges in light of the matters addressed in the Social Charter, and their proposals for furthering the social goals of the Americas.
· On October 2, the Group received the representatives of the above-mentioned agencies, who shared, among other things, institutional perspectives regarding the region’s social goals. That information was among the contributions used to prepare the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas subsequently presented by the Chair. The links to those presentations are provided below:
· World Bank: GTC/CASA/INF.7/12

· IDB: GTC/CASA/INF.8/12

· ECLAC: GTC/CASA/INF.9/12

· PAHO: GTC/CASA/INF.10/12

· ILO: GTC/CASA/INF.11/12

· On November 13, in addition to electing its Vice Chair, the Joint Working Group adopted the Methodology for Meetings to Negotiate the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.203/12 rev. 1, and began its consideration of the Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair. A corrected version of that draft was subsequently distributed, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 corr. 1.

· At the meeting of February 19, the Chair presented two documents for consideration by the Group: (1) “Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas” (GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1 & 2), and the “Table Summarizing the Purposes and Guiding Principles of the Proposed Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” which, after it had been considered by the delegations, was updated and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.207/13 rev. 2.
The aim of the first document was to make available to the delegations an explanation of the logical framework utilized in the Draft Plan of Action, together with their correlation to the topics contained in the Social Charter of the Americas. Similarly, in the Summarizing Table, the Chair gathered and structured the informal comments made by the delegations, in order to facilitate the negotiations by introducing a shared language and a basic structure to be used as a starting point.
At that meeting, the latest version of the Draft Plan of Action was also considered, containing the comments thus far made by the delegations, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 2.

· On March 26, the Joint Working Group began its consideration of Chapter I and of areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the latest version of the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, which contained the comments thus far made by the delegations, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 4, and decided to maintain the summary table presented at the preceding meeting as a reference document for the negotiation of the Draft Plan of Action. The comments made at that meeting on Chapter I and on areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II may be found in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 5.
On that occasion, the Joint Working Group also considered the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” which was presented by the Chair and approved by the Joint Working Group at a subsequent meeting.

· At its meetings held on April 9 and 23, the Joint Working Group continued its consideration of the draft resolution, approving it at the latter meeting. The draft resolution approved by the Joint Working Group was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3. The Joint Working Group continued its consideration of Chapter I and of areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the Draft Plan of Action.

The modifications made to the Draft Plan of Action on April 9 and 23 are reflected in documents GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 6 and GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 7 respectively.
· At its final meeting scheduled for the 2012-2013 period, held on May 7, the Joint Working Group considered areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas. The version resulting from that meeting is contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 8.

C.
Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas


As indicated in the section above, the Chair presented the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas in November 2012, which had been prepared taking into consideration the comments and suggestions made by delegations, as well as those made by different international agencies and the structure presented by the DSDE, based on the mandates of the Social Charter of the Americas itself, the Summits of the Americas, and the relevant ministerial meetings.


The Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair contains targets and strategic lines of action for all topics specifically having to do with social policy, and it also includes, as prerequisites, a series of matters included in the Social Charter of the Americas considered decisive for the success of the social policy. Lastly, the draft included a series of aspirations, crosscutting issues, and guiding principles that had to permeate all activities undertaken to comply with the tenets of the Social Charter, as explained in the document “Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,”  GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1.


Subsequently, in December, at the request of the Chair, the Secretariat prepared a document indicating the origin of each of the items in the Draft Plan of Action and the correlation to the mandates arising from the Social Charter itself, the Summits of the Americas, and the relevant ministerial meetings. The document containing the mandates in support was distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.205/12.


In January 2013, the Chair prepared the summary table briefly setting out information on the purposes and guiding principles, areas of intervention, crosscutting issues, crosscutting methods, and prerequisites included in the Draft Plan of Action. It also contained an explanation of the general framework for the preparation of the Plan of Action and a glossary. The Joint Working Group considered this summary table and decided to maintain it as a reference document for the negotiation of the Draft Plan of Action. The latest version of the table was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.207/13 rev. 2.


As described in the preceding section, during February, March, April, and May, the Joint Working Group considered the Draft Plan of Action on five occasions. The overall outcomes of those meetings may be found in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 8.


D.
Draft resolution for the General Assembly


On March 26, the Chair presented the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13, which was approved by the Joint Working Group at its meeting held on April 23.


The adoption of this draft resolution by the General Assembly would make it possible to extend “the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI, while urging it to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.”


The draft resolution also includes, among other things, a request to the General Secretariat to continue providing the Joint Working Group with support and to disseminate the Social Charter of the Americas. 

The draft resolution approved by the Joint Working Group was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3, and is contained in the Annex hereto.
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ANNEX I


JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE
OEA/Ser.T/VIII


PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CIDI ON THE DRAFT
GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3


PLAN OF ACTION OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER
30 April 2013


OF THE AMERICAS
Original: Spanish

________________________________________________________________________________________

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ELABORATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER
OF THE AMERICAS

(Approved by the Working Group at the meeting of April 23, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2139 (XXXIX-O/05), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2241 (XXXIX-O/06), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas contained in document AG/doc.5242/12 and instructed the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Plan of Action for that Charter that would include the principles governing social development and establish specific targets and objectives to strengthen the already existing instruments in the Organization of American States on democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty, and to submit the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration at its next session;


That, in September 2012, the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI was formed to respond to that mandate;


That the Social Charter of the Americas, the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12, and the Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1, are the source documents used to start the formal negotiation process for drafting the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas; and

That, although the Working Group has made significant progress with drafting that aforementioned Plan of Action, the diversity and complexity of the issues addressed in the Social Charter of the Americas make it necessary to consult with numerous sectors, which, in turn, requires extending the Working Group's mandate; and


CONVINCED of the need to make every effort to expedite the drafting of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,

RESOLVES:


1.
To extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI, while urging it to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.


2.
To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI with the technical support it needs to conclude its work, in coordination with all the competent areas of the Organization and specialized international organizations.


3.
To request the member states to promote dissemination of the Social Charter of the Americas.

4.
To request the General Secretariat to disseminate the Social Charter of the Americas, to include it as one of the basic documents of the Organization, and to create a direct link to this document on the OAS website.

5.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	On December 19, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted document CP/doc.4812/12 rev. 1, in which it asked the General Committee to establish a working group to review its mandates. 


�.	“Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-second Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (adopted by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012, and revised on April 17, 2013) (�HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc&classNum=4654&lang=e"��CP/doc.4793� rev. 2).


�.	The Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA) was distributed to the delegations on March 5, 2013, as document CP/doc.4833/13.


�.	The Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) was distributed to the delegations on February 28, 2013, as document CP/doc.4825/13.


�.	See footnote 1.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua feels that the references to the Summit of Cartagena, Colombia and the call to strengthen the so-called "Summit of the Americas" are inappropriate because, …


�.	The delegation of Ecuador expressly enters a reservation to the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia…


	�.	The delegations of Bolivia and Nicaragua announced that they would be submitting footnotes on the Inter-American Defense Board.


�.	The United States will continue to support OAS efforts to eliminate the humanitarian threat of all remaining landmines and declare countries “mine-impact-free.” Additionally, the United States’ comprehensive review of its antipersonnel landmine policy is ongoing.


�. 	Pending: wording of footnote from Ecuador.


1.	This topic is included in the section “Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas.”


�.	The transfer of the chairmanship of the Summits Process from the Republic of Colombia to the Republic of Panama took place during a protocolary ceremony at OAS headquarters in January 2013.


�.	Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session (Adopted by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012), �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc.&classNum=4793&lang=e"��CP/doc.4793/12� rev. 1).


�.	The Republic of Ecuador expressly enters a reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, 2012, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice to…


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit held in Cartagena, Colombia and the call to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate…


�.	The Republic of Ecuador places on record its express reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held from April 14 to 15 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice to...


�.	The Government of Nicaragua feels that reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the call to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate,...
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