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Item 61 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

RULES ON FOOTNOTES

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 22, 2013, and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the decision adopted by the Permanent Council at a regular meeting held on April 20, 2011, on inclusion of footnotes and annexation of documents to draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration; 

RECOGNIZING that the inclusion of footnotes is a common practice of member states in their work in connection with the General Assembly of the Organization that is not currently addressed in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

RECOGNIZING ALSO the advisability of having in place rules on the use of footnotes, and that their introduction in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly would contribute to clarity and transparency in the decisions of the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt rules on the use of footnotes in its Rules of Procedure, as follows:

Article 81 bis:  Delegations may include footnotes in resolutions and declarations, registering them in writing with the Secretariat in the course of the plenary session at which the resolution or declaration was submitted for approval. The Secretariat shall bring all footnotes that it receives to the attention of the delegations prior to the final adoption of the relevant resolution or declaration. The first two lines of the footnote shall be published on the appropriate page and the remainder appended at the end of the resolution of declaration.

2. The General Secretariat shall ensure that the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and any amendments thereto are duly observed.
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Item 44 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADVANCING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY:  A MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 28, 2013 and referred to the
General Committee of the General Assembly)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly on the activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (AG/doc.XXXX/13); APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

RECALLING the resolutions assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, listed in the document “List of Resolutions Assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (1995-2012)” (CP/CSH/INF.278/11 rev. 2); APPROVED ON 04/04/2013


REAFFIRMING that the programs, activities, and tasks set out in the resolutions on hemispheric security help further one of the essential purposes of the Organization enshrined in the Charter, to strengthen peace and security in the Hemisphere, in accordance with the legal system of each country and respecting international law, and that cooperation among member states is fundamental for the attainment of that goal; APPROVED ON 04/04/2013


REAFFIRMING ALSO the provisions of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico City in October 2003, which provides that the “new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere, incorporates the priorities of each state, contributes to the consolidation of peace, integral development, and social justice, and is based on democratic values, respect for and promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for national sovereignty”; APPROVED ON 04/04/2013


WELCOMING the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in 2013, the preparations being made for it at meetings of the Permanent Council, and the protocolary ceremony to be conducted in Mexico in October 2013; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013


REAFFIRMING the importance of adopting policies, programs, and actions to prevent and address violence, crime, and insecurity; APPROVED ON 05/16/2013

REAFFIRMING the norms and principles of international law in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

EMPHASIZING that the consolidation of the nuclear-weapon-free zone set forth in the Treaty of Tlatelolco constitutes a firm demonstration of the steadfast commitment of Latin America and the Caribbean to the cause of complete and verifiable nuclear disarmament and the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, in keeping with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

UNDERSCORING the importance of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC), and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines deposited its instrument of ratification to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) on August 17, 2012, an important demonstration of its commitment to combat firearms trafficking at the hemispheric level; APPROVED ON 05/09/2013

HAVING SEEN the reports of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4862/13 rev. 2), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4848/13), and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/doc.4853/13);
/APPROVED ON 04/18/2013, AD REFERENDUM OF ECUADOR

WELCOMING resolution CP/RES. 1014 (1915/13), which convenes the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV), to be held in Medellín, Colombia, on November 21 and 22, 2013; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

EXPRESSING SATISFACTION at the holding of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Guatemala City, Guatemala, from October 15 to 16, 2012; the 52nd Regular Session of CICAD held in San Jose, Costa Rica, from November 28 to 30, 2012; the Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-building Measures on February 28, 2013; the Meeting of the National Points of Contact of CITAAC on March 1, 2013; the Eleventh Meeting of National Points of Contact of CICTE on March 7, 2013; the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of CICTE on March 8, 2013; the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, held on March 11, 2013; the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers on April 24, 2013; the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA on April 25, 2013; and the 53rd Regular Session of CICAD from May 20 to 22, 2013; APPROVED ON 04/18/2013
.
BEARING IN MIND the results of the above-mentioned conferences and meetings, APPROVED ON 04/18/2013
RESOLVES:

I.
ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

AND MEMBER STATES

1.
To reaffirm to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat the applicable mandates contained in past resolutions of the General Assembly on hemispheric security and mentioned in the preambular part of this resolution; and to urge member states to continue contributing to the attainment of the objectives established in said resolutions through the development and execution of activities, the submission of reports, the exchange of information, the adoption of measures and policies, and cooperation, support, and mutual assistance and instruct the General Secretariat to provide necessary support to those ends. APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and pursuant to the mandates in this resolution, participating in, holding consultations with, and sharing experiences and information with other regional and international forums. APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

3.
To recognize the central role of the CSH in security and defense matters in the framework of the OAS, and to instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the CSH, to promote and coordinate cooperation among the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. APPROVED ON 05/23/2013
Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

4.
To declare that the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, established through resolution CP/RES. 908 (1567/06), has completed its work. APPROVED ON 04/18/2013

5.
To convene in the first half of 2014 a two-day meeting of national authorities on transnational organized crime to address execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and effective cooperation among member States. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

6.
To establish a specific fund to implement the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime in accordance with Chapter IV, paragraph 2 of said Hemispheric Plan of Action, under the administration of the General Secretariat and open to voluntary contributions from member states as well as from permanent observers and international organizations. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

7.
To ask the OAS General Secretariat to provide its full support to the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, cooperation among the member states and the meeting of national authorities as mentioned in paragraph 5 of this resolution, and to urge the Secretary General to consider, among other measures, the internal reorganization of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in order to more effectively support member states and the Hemispheric Plan of Action Against Transnational Organized Crime. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

8.
To invite member states to use the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (the “Network”) among our countries to share relevant information on transnational organized crime and to invite the international community to contribute financially to that network. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

9.
To request the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, its consideration of the issue of transnational organized crime and to determine the best way to advance analysis of future structures to address said issue. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

Future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system

10.
To take into account the dialogue of the Committee on Hemispheric Security held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11), the recommendations of the Ninth and Tenth Conferences of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, and to resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) with respect to the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system. APPROVED ON 05/24/13

11.
To acknowledge that said dialogue revealed the need to endow the system with greater consistency and, therefore, to continue exploring the framework for cooperation on hemispheric defense with a view to putting forward recommendations on the subject. (Presented by Argentina and supported by Uruguay and Brazil)


//USA+Par+Can: To encourage member states to continue promoting defense cooperation at the regional, subregional, and bilateral levels. (Alternate paragraph presented by United States)

//[Chi: To acknowledge that said dialogue revealed the need to continue exploring the appropriate framework for cooperation and hemispheric defense in order to draw conclusions that allow for recommendations to be made on the subject.] (Alternate paragraph proposed by Chile, supported by Arg+Ven+Col)


12.
To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue pursuing that dialogue with the participation of the Ministries of Defense on the basis of the ideas and proposals put forward, and to present the outcome thereof to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session. (Presented by Argentina and Uruguay)


//[Mex: To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to follow up on the results of this dialogue and present them to the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.]


//[Chi: To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue pursuing that dialogue on the basis of the ideas and proposals put forward and to present the conclusions reached to the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.]
Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas


13.
To continue to encourage and implement confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) in keeping with the provisions of the Declarations of San Salvador and Santiago on Confidence-and Security Building Measures, the Consensus of Miami, and the Declaration on Security in the Americas, urging all member states to furnish to the General Secretariat, by July 15 of each year at the latest, information on the application of CSBMs, utilizing the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions (CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1) and the Format for Reporting on the Application of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSH/FORO-IV/doc.7/10). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

14.
To endorse the Chair’s Conclusions for the V Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures held on February 28, 2013, in Washington, D.C. (CSH/FORO-V/doc.9/13). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

15.
To request the OAS General Secretariat, in consultations with the IADB
/ and other OAS entities that it deems appropriate, to develop an electronic template for online annual reporting of CSBMs undertaken by member states using the consolidated list of measures. APPROVED ON 05/24/13, AD REFERENDUM OF BOLIVIA AND NICARAGUA

16.
To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue improving access to OAS websites and those of its entities devoted to confidence- and security-building measures and updating the catalogue of member states’ reports on confidence- and security-building measures to include the years 1992 to 1995. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

17.
To convene the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in 2015 to review and evaluate existing CSBMs and to discuss, consider, and propose additional measures. APPROVED ON 05/07/13
Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons

18.
To endorse the Conclusions of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (RTP-III/doc.7/12) and in particular:  APPROVED ON 05/14/2013
a.
The extension until the year 2015 of the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere (CP/CSH-1155/09 rev. 11) as a frame of reference to guide the actions of the member states and of the OAS General Secretariat in its efforts to assist member states in preventing and criminalizing trafficking in persons and in assisting and protecting the victims of trafficking. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013
b.
To convene the Fourth Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held in the first half of 2015, with a view to reviewing and evaluating the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013
c.
To request the General Secretariat to assist with the preparation of and follow-up to the aforementioned meeting. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

19.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue with the dialogue planned for its thematic meetings for the commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, promoting the participation of the member states, academia, specialized entities, and civil society, with a view to analyzing progress with its implementation. In addition, to invite the member states to take part in the protocolary ceremony to be hosted by the Government of Mexico in October 2013 in commemoration of that anniversary. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013
Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas


20.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing technical assistance and training to the member states that so request for the implementation of the Work Plan of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to Guide the Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Follow-up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas 2013-2015. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

21.
To invite the member states, permanent observers, and the international community to make voluntary contributions for the full execution of that Work Plan. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

22.
To include follow-up on the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Follow-up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas on the CSH’s Calendar of Activities for the period 2014 to 2015. APPROVED ON 05/07/13 


23.
To include on the CSH agenda for 2013-2014, the subject of violence and crime prevention. APPROVED ON 05/23/13


24.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting member states’ initiatives to prevent and comprehensively address the different forms and specific manifestations of the phenomenon of violence, and to keep the CSH informed about all initiatives planned and underway. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

25.
To request the General Secretariat to promote preventive measures to accompany more traditional law-enforcement efforts and to provide, when so requested by member states, technical and legal assistance to raise the awareness of and train government authorities, within the framework of the law, in preventing and combating all manifestations of violence and crime with a gender perspective. APPROVED ON 05/16/13
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone 
/

26.
To renew its support for the efforts of member states to rid their territories of antipersonnel land mines, destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

27.
To acknowledge the support demonstrated by 33 states of the Hemisphere through their ratification of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); to encourage governments to continue working in the area of mine action in accordance with the Ottawa Convention and with their mine action plans and in accordance with available resources; and to urge states that have not yet done so to ratify or consider acceding to the Ottawa Convention as soon as possible to ensure its full and effective implementation. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

28.
To urge those states parties that requested and were granted extensions under Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention to make every effort necessary to comply with their obligations within the periods established. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

29.
To urge the member states, permanent observers, international organizations, and the international community to consider strengthening their technical and financial support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) and demining programs carried out by the member states in their respective territories, and to continue cooperating on projects to assist comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines, including humanitarian demining, victim assistance, mine risk and prevention education, and socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas to contribute to the development of communities. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

30.
To firmly condemn, in accordance with the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines and improvised explosive devices by non-state actors, especially illegal armed groups in Colombia and Peru, which acts put at grave risk the population of the affected countries; and to strongly call upon non-state actors to observe the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention to facilitate progress toward a mine-free world. APPROVED ON 05/16/13

31.
To invite all states parties to the Ottawa Convention to fulfill the commitments assumed in the Cartagena Declaration:  A Shared Commitment for a Mine-free World, to implement the Cartagena Action Plan 2010-2014:  Ending the suffering caused by anti-personnel mines, and to participate in the Thirteenth Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, to be held from December 2 to 6, 2013, in Geneva, Switzerland. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

32.
To acknowledge AICMA-OAS support for the accreditation and monitoring of civil society organizations that wish to engage in humanitarian demining activities in Colombia, and to recognize the efforts made by Colombia to further develop rules and regulations to allow activities of this type to be carried out in tandem with the work being done by the Humanitarian Demining Battalion. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

33.
To recognize the work done by Colombia and Ecuador as co-chairs of the Ottawa Convention Standing Committees on Victim Assistance and on Resources, Cooperation, and Assistance, respectively; and to express its support for their work. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013

34.
To promote, within the framework of the domestic laws of each state, the social inclusion of the victims of antipersonnel mines through the creation of educational and employment opportunities, by the public and private sectors of the Hemisphere. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

35.
To underscore and acknowledge the model of south-south cooperation that Peru and Ecuador have been implementing in the humanitarian demining process on their common land border. Also, to note with satisfaction the formulation and adoption of a Binational Humanitarian Demining Manual and the establishment of a Binational Humanitarian Demining Unit, which will be made available to the United Nations to be used in peacekeeping operations. APPROVED ON 05/23/13

36.
To note their gratitude for the cooperation that the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA-OAS) provides to member states] in the demining process as well as in providing medical care for victims. Similarly to note their gratitude for the support given by the Mission for Mine Clearance Assistance in South America (MARMINAS) through its participation with observers and provision of training. APPROVED ON 05/23/13
Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas


37.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas. APPROVED ON 05/09/13
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean


38.
To express satisfaction with the successful outcome at of the holding of the Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean held within the Committee on Hemispheric Security at the Organization of American States in Washington D.C., on April 22, 2013.  APPROVED ON 05/09/13

39.
To acknowledge the recommendations put forward by the Caribbean member states in the document “Background and Recommendations for Advancing Cyber-Security in the Caribbean” which was presented at the above meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. APPROVED ON 05/09/13

40.
To request the Inter-American Defense Board, to conduct a study on the possible components of a cyber-defense strategy for the Small Island States of the Caribbean that request it and to present to those member states, options for a cyber-defense system [DomRep+Arg+Ec+Uru: in keeping with the IADB Statutes2]. (Venezuela, Jamaica, Bolivia, and Nicaragua in consultations.)

41.
To encourage the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to continue collaborating with the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) on security related issues. APPROVED ON 05/14/2013.

42.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue advancing those issues that have an impact on the security of the small island states of the Caribbean. In that regard, to continue convening, the annual meeting on the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, re-emphasizing that their peculiar characteristics of small, fragile economies and scarce resources render these states particularly vulnerable and susceptible to the effects of the myriad forms of transnational organized crime and other insecurities. APPROVED ON 05/09/13
II.
LEGAL INSTRUMENTS


43.
To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, to the Inter-American Convention Against the illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

44.
To request the Secretary General to present to the Permanent Council prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly a report on the status of signatures and ratifications of, and accessions to, the Inter-American American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). APPROVED ON 04/30/13

45.
[Pan+CR+DR+Col+Can: To invite urge] member states to [CR+Pan+DR+Col+Can: consider signing and ratifying sign and ratify] the Arms Trade Treaty, as a contribution to the fight against the illicit arms trade and to the reduction of the human cost of the poorly-regulated international trade in conventional weapons. (New paragraph proposed by Colombia and supported by Per+CR+Can+Chi+Pan+DR+Gua+Mex+Arg+Can) (Ecu+Nic+Ven+Bol are not in a position to support this paragraph) (United States recommends relocating to the first section of this resolution)


//[Col: To take note of the recent adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty and to invite member states to consider its prompt signature and ratification.]

Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) 

46.
To encourage the states party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) to implement the Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA, adopted by the Third Conference of States Parties to the CIFTA, held at OAS headquarters, on May 14 and 15, 2012. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

47.
To encourage the General Secretariat to create synergies in actions against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, explosives, ammunition and related materials and to streamline efforts between the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA and the entities, organs and different mechanisms, processes, strategies, and action plans with mandates in areas contained in the CIFTA. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

48.
To convene, within the framework of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, the Seventh Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers, as a two-day event to be held during the first quarter of 2014 at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat, to continue consideration of the draft Model Legislation and Commentaries on Security Measures to Eliminate Loss and Diversion, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention, as well as the draft Legislation and Commentaries on Record-Keeping, Confidentiality, and Exchange of Information, in accordance with Articles XI, XII, and XIII of the Convention. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

49.
To establish a working group within the framework of the CIFTA Consultative Committee to evaluate the “Draft harmonized standards for marking firearms in the region,” prepared by the Technical Secretariat, and to present its recommendations and contributions thereon at the Fifteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

50.
To convene the Fifteenth Regular Meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, pursuant to Article XXI of the Convention, as a one-day event to be held during the first semester of 2014, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat, and to request the Technical Secretariat to provide support for the preparations for and follow-up to this activity, and that it be included in the budget for programmed meetings. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

51.
To instruct the CIFTA Technical Secretariat to use and expand the existing secure networks of experts of the member states in order to hold or encourage the participation of those experts in online meetings, as well as to exchange information and analytical documents, and national legislation, using electronic media. APPROVED ON 05/07/13

52.
To cooperate in efforts at the regional level to prevent, combat, and eliminate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, given the threat that such activities can pose to peace, security, stability, and hemispheric development. APPROVED ON 05/16/13
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)


53.
To reaffirm the commitment to the principles contained in the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions and the commitment assumed in the Declaration of Punta del Este, adopted at the X Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, to promote universal participation in and full implementation of said Convention. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

54.
To welcome with satisfaction the Consolidated Annual Report for 2012 prepared by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and to request said Secretariat to do the same for 2013. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

55.
To urge states parties to submit in a timely fashion annual reports and notifications in compliance with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention and to identify, before July 1 each year, national points of contact to contribute to the preparation of notifications and annual reports. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

56.
To ask the General Secretariat to contact the non-member states of the Organization so that they may contribute to the objective of the Convention by providing information annually to the General Secretariat on their exports of conventional weapons to states parties to the Convention, in accordance with Article V of the Convention. APPROVED ON 04/23/2013

57.
To convene the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention and AG/RES. 2552 (XL-O/10), at a place and date to be decided by the Permanent Council and to request that the General Secretariat budget for the above Conference and its two one-day preparatory meetings, and support preparations for and follow-up on said Conference. APPROVED ON 04/30/13

58.
To request the General Secretariat to [Chi: continue coordinating] with the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)2 on the collaboration it is to provide with a view to full implementation of the Convention, in keeping with operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11). [Ecu+Nic+Ven+Bol suggest deleting this paragraph] (Can and Chi, Par, USA do not accept the elimination of this paragraph and do not support the suggestion to move it to another section)
III.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE

ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION (ARTICLE 91.F
OF THE CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES)

Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)


59.
To encourage member states to follow the guidelines in the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Plan of Action 2011-2015, whose evaluation and monitoring is the responsibility of the Commission through ad hoc instruments, the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) and other tools to be identified. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013


60.
To thank the work of the Inter-Governmental Working Group (IWG) of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), headed by Costa Rica and Mexico, and to take note with satisfaction of the new evaluation instrument for the Sixth Round (CICAD/doc.1977/12), approved at the CICAD fifty-second regular session that took place in San Jose, Costa Rica in November of 2012, and to encourage the designation of national experts to form part of the Governmental Expert Group (GEG) and their full participation during the new Round. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

61.
To urge member states to continue strengthening national, bilateral, sub-regional, regional, and international demand reduction plans and programs, particularly in the areas of prevention and treatment, to guarantee a comprehensive and balanced approach to the world drug problem, given that drug abuse represents a social and health problem for the Hemisphere. APPROVED 05/23/2013

62.
To recommend that member states continue their efforts to adopt or improve comprehensive and balanced measures aimed at reducing the availability of the illicit supply of drugs. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

63.
To recommend that member states strengthen the capacity of their National Drug Authorities to develop, implement, and coordinate national drug policies, including the active participation of key public sectors, and promote, where appropriate, the collaboration of civil society actors in the process of designing, implementing, and updating national drug policies in this area. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

64.
To invite member states to explore means to offer treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration to drug dependent individuals, when appropriate, as alternative measures to incarceration, including, among others, the drug treatment court model. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013


65.
To urge member states to continue the design and implementation of strategies and specific programs targeting the welfare of individuals and their communities, to confront the world drug problem with a focus on social integration, human rights, health and comprehensive development. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

66.
To recommend that member states strengthen their drug information networks in the context of the functions of the National Drug Observatories or similar technical offices, particularly in light of the increasing presence of new psychoactive substances, abuse of prescription drugs and the need for early detection. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

67.
To endorse the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) Executive Secretariat’s work plan for 2013, in accordance with CICAD statutes and in line with the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action 2011-2015, and to instruct the Executive Secretariat to carry out the corresponding activities and to continue providing technical support for capacity building in member states consistent with this work plan. APPROVED 05/23/1013


68.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the CICAD Executive Secretariat, and to encourage member states, permanent observers, and other international donors to continue making voluntary contributions so that the Secretariat can continue implementing its mandates. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

69.
To recognize the importance of the central theme of the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight the World Drug Problem in the Americas” and its contribution to the debate on the global drug problem. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

70.
To express its satisfaction with the Professional Exchange Program being offered by the CICAD Executive Secretariat, and to encourage member states to continue to participate by presenting candidates for each term. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)


71.
To reaffirm the commitments made in the Declaration on “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Counter the Financing of Terrorism and Money Laundering,” adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) at its thirteenth regular session (March 8, 2013, Washington, D.C.) and to encourage member states to comply with the commitments therein, including the CICTE Work Plan for 2013. APPROVED ON 04/30/2013

72.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing the CICTE Secretariat with necessary support to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates, including support for the convening and holding of the fourteenth regular session of CICTE, scheduled to take place at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C., from February 19 to 21, 2014, and of the Twelfth Meeting of National Points of Contact of CICTE to be held during that regular session, as well as the three one-day meetings to be held on October 21, November 11, and December 2, 2013 at the Organization’s headquarters. APPROVED ON 05/23/1013

73.
To request the Chair of CICTE to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-fourth regular session, on the implementation of the mandates contained in the CICTE Work Plan. APPROVED ON 04/30/2013
Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 
/

74.
To request the IADB to continue reporting to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on its analysis and review of technical assistance, educational, and consultancy services that the IADB2 can provide to member states in accordance with its Statutes, and to submit a report to the CSH by December each year. (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)


75.
[Arg+Uru+Ven: To invite urge] member states [El Sal+Uru+Ven: that so deem fit] [USA: to consider continuing to provide to continue providing] the IADB2 with the necessary financial and human resources to [Arg: support strengthen] the institution and to promote the academic training of military and civilian officials by the IADC. (Paraguay and Dominican Republic support this paragraph) (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)

76.
To encourage the IADB2 [USA: to continue strengthening strengthen] its [USA+Per: channels means of] communication and linkage with ministries of defense of the Hemisphere, with a view to [Per: improving its capacity [Per: in order to to] [Col: continuing to provide providing] military and defense advisory services to the OAS. (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)

77.
To request the IADB,2 in accordance with its Statutes and in coordination with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to conduct the following activities: (The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela are unable to support this paragraph)
a.
To continue promoting the participation of civilian authorities and officials responsible for defense matters and to promote civilian-military relations, as a complement to the educational services offered by the IADB in this field; and to make recommendations to the CSH by December each year;
b.
To support the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in hosting the sixth meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and make recommendations on how to improve the implementation of these measures, and; (Bolivia is unable to support this paragraph)
c.
To continue to attend the hemispheric armed services conferences, including the Conference of American Armies, the Inter-American Naval Conference, and the System of Cooperation among Air Forces of the Americas, and report on their proceedings to the CSH. (Ecuador and El Salvador request the deletion of this paragraph)


//Ven+Bol: [To request the IADB to carry out, in coordination with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, the activities with which it is entrusted by its Statutes.] (Venezuela suggests deleting paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), and replacing them with this text)

IV.
FOLLOW-UP AND REPORTING


78.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. [Bra: To instruct the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to submit in due course its 2013-2014 plan of activities for approval or proper oversight by the member states.] Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. APPROVED ON 05/24/13, AD REFERENDUM OF BRAZIL
FOOTNOTES


2.
… on an ongoing basis a variety of preventive actions in the face of threats to security, in particular those stemming from all aspects of crime. In this connection, Nicaragua shares and supports the efforts made and initiatives taken in the regional and hemispheric framework. However, with regard to initiatives to strengthen the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), Nicaragua considers that the historical context that led to the emergence of the IADB is different from the present realities in our states. Nicaragua does not agree that the IADB should intervene in matters of a military or other nature that might undermine the sovereignty, independence, institutional system, and legal order of the country.

3.
… Additionally, the United States’ comprehensive review of its antipersonnel landmine policy is ongoing.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF PROGRESS INDICATORS FOR MEASURING RIGHTS

UNDER THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 28 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.5240/12 add. 1) as well as resolutions AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2582 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2666 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12); that Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador establishes that the States Parties undertake to submit, pursuant to that Article and the corresponding rules to be formulated for that purpose by the General Assembly, periodic reports on the progressive measures they have taken to ensure due respect for the rights set forth in the Protocol, and that the corresponding rules were established by means of AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05) and recently updated by the provisions of AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12);


BEARING IN MIND that, by resolution AG/RES. 2582 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly entrusted the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador with the task of preparing progress indicators to be used for each group of protected rights on which national reports are to be provided; that the Working Group is with its full complement of regular members and has been operative, therefore, since June 2010, that it has adopted its rules of procedure, and that it has prepared draft progress indicators for the first group of protected social rights, which were approved through resolution AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12); and that on November 22, 2012, the Working Group presented its draft progress indicators for the second group of rights; and


BEARING IN MIND that none of the provisions of this resolution shall pertain to those member states that are not parties to the Protocol of San Salvador,

RESOLVES:


1.
To thank the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador for preparing and presenting the document “Progress Indicators for the Measurement of the Rights Considered in the Protocol of San Salvador” (CP/CAJP/INF.197/13) corresponding to the second group of rights (right to work and trade union rights, right to a healthy environment, right to food, and right to the benefits of culture).

2.
To authorize the Permanent Council to approve, during the second half of 2013, the aforesaid document, on the understanding that these are guidelines and criteria for the states parties, which will be able to adapt them to the sources of information available to them in order to comply with the provisions of the Protocol, extending the review process of that document until September 2013.


3.
To request the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador to submit national progress reports corresponding to the first group of rights included in the document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador,” in June 2014.

4.
To take note of the election on May 22, 2013, by the Organization’s Permanent Council, of Mr. Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay as the alternate  governmental expert of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, in compliance with the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12)); and to authorize the OAS Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert of that Working Group no later than the second half of 2013, from a list to be presented by the States Parties.


5.
To request the Working Group, with the support of the General Secretariat, to continue to conduct training activities on progress indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador.


6.
To urge member states to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as appropriate, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador.”


7.
To renew the invitation to contribute to the Specific Fund for the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador [CP/RES. 972 (1761/10)] to all the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, the member states and permanent observers to the OAS, as well as national or international, public or private persons or entities, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other provisions and regulations of the Organization.


8.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

RIGHT TO THE TRUTH

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 28 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


CONSIDERING resolutions AG/RES. 2175 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2267 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2406 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2595 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2662 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2725 (XLII-O/12), “Right to the Truth;” the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture, and the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; the Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949; and other related instruments of inter-American and international human rights law and international humanitarian law; the Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the Right to the Truth (A/HRC/12/19) and on Forensic Genetics and Human Rights (A/HRC/15/26; resolution A/HRC/RES/18/7, adopted by the Human Rights Council, which creates the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, Justice, Reparation and Guarantees of Non-Recurrence and the latter’s report, A/HRC/21/46; and in that regard the need for the Organization of American States to continue to review this issue in the framework of the efforts of its political bodies and of the human rights promotion and protection bodies of the inter-American human rights system;


EMPHASIZING that member states should provide appropriate and effective mechanisms for society as a whole and, in particular, for members of the victims’ families to learn the truth regarding gross human rights violations and serious violations of international humanitarian law; and, within the framework of their own internal legal systems, should preserve records and other evidence concerning serious violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law so as to facilitate knowledge thereof, investigate allegations, and provide victims with access to an effective remedy in accordance with international law, in order to prevent these incidents from occurring again in the future, among other reasons;


TAKING NOTE of resolution 65/196 of the United Nations General Assembly, “Proclamation of 24 March as the International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims”; and


RECALLING that the right to the truth may be characterized differently in some legal systems as the right to know or to be informed, or as freedom of information,
RESOLVES:


1.
To recognize the importance of respecting and ensuring the right of victims of gross violations of human rights and grave breaches of international humanitarian law, and of their families and society as a whole, to know the truth regarding such violations to the fullest extent practicable, in particular the identity of the perpetrators, the causes and facts of such violations, and the circumstances under which they occurred, in order to contribute to ending impunity and to promoting and protecting human rights.


2.
To encourage member states to establish specific judicial mechanisms, where necessary, and to respect their decisions; and to encourage the creation of other nonjudicial or ad hoc mechanisms, such as truth and reconciliation commissions, that further the work of the judicial system and the investigation of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, valuing the preparation and publication of their reports and, accordingly, to invite the member states concerned to disseminate these reports, implement their recommendations, and monitor the implementation of said recommendations at the domestic level, and to report on compliance with the decisions of judicial mechanisms.


3.
To urge the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to consider completing the report on the Right to the Truth, requested in resolutions AG/RES. 2175 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2267 (XXXVII O/07), AG/RES. 2406 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES 2595 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2662 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2725 (XLII-O/12), in order to continue the progressive development of this right with a view to finalizing a special meeting to be organized by the Permanent Council in the second half of 2013 to discuss the IACHR report and exchange national experiences.


4.
To encourage member states and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), within its sphere of competence, to provide member states that so request with the necessary and appropriate assistance concerning the right to the truth, through, inter alia, technical cooperation and the sharing of experiences and good practices geared toward the protection, promotion, and implementation of this right.

5.
To encourage member states to consider extending an invitation to the UN Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence.

6.
To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as appropriate, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.


7.
To encourage all member states to take appropriate measures to establish mechanisms or institutions to reconstruct the truth and the historical record for disseminating information on human rights violations and ensuring that citizens have appropriate access to said information, in order to further the exercise of the right to the truth, prevent future human rights violations, and establish accountability in this area.


8.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 28 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Venezuela)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-3157/13);


BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2722 (XLII-O/12), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”;


BEARING IN MIND the 80th,  81st, and 82nd regular session of the Committee, held at its headquarters in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and

CONSIDERING:


That Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) as one of its organs;


That Article 54.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that the General Assembly has the power to consider, inter alia, the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council on the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in accordance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter; and


That the CJI submitted its Annual Report, document CP/doc.4826/13, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council on April 11, 2013, and the observations and recommendations on that report have been sent to the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and to transmit them to that organ.


2.
To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for submitting its annual report covering activities carried out in the course of the year 2012 and containing the following documents: “Strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights” (CJI/RES. 192); “Privacy and Protection of Personal Data in the Americas” (CJI/RES. 186),  “Cultural Diversity in the Development of International Law” (CJI/RES. 185); “Access to Justice in the Americas” (CJI/RES. 187); “Model Law on Simplified Joint Stock Companies” (CJI/RES. 188); and “Guide for Regulating the Use of Force and Protection of People in Situations of Internal Violence that do Not Qualify as Armed Conflict” (CJI/doc.401/12 rev. 4).


3.
To endorse the findings of the CJI on the question of privacy and protection of personal data in the Americas, as set forth in CJI/RES. 186 and CJI/doc.402/12, rev. 2, as the basis for any further consideration of this matter by member states.

4.
To thank the CJI also for preparing, during its session in March 2013, document CJI/doc.403/12 rev. 5 “Model Legislation on Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict,” and the preliminary report on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression,” document CJI/doc.417/12/rev. 1.

5.
To underscore the importance of holding the Course on International Law organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the CJI and the Department of International Law of the Organization of American States (OAS), which is to hold its fortieth edition in August of this year.


6.
To emphasize the need to strengthen administrative and budgetary support to the CJI and to reaffirm the importance of the ties maintained by the CJI with the political organs of the OAS.


7.
To request the Permanent Committee to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.










OEA/Ser.P











AG/doc.5382/13 











28 May 2013

Original: Spanish
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

WHILE COUNTERING TERRORISM

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 28 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING all the resolutions previously adopted on the subject;


REAFFIRMING the principles and purposes of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Charter of the United Nations, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;


REAFFIRMING the fundamental importance, including in the response to terrorism and the fear of terrorism, of respecting all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law; and reiterating that counterterrorism measures should be implemented in full consideration of the human rights of all persons, including those belonging to national or ethnic, religious, and linguistic minorities, and, according to international law, must not be discriminatory on grounds such as race, color, sex, language, religion, or social origin;


INSISTING that the adoption of measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule of law is one of the pillars of the Plan of Action of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, adopted by consensus in 2006;


REAFFIRMING its unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods, and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, wherever and by whomever committed, regardless of their motivation, as criminal and unjustifiable, as activities aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms, and democracy, threatening the territorial integrity and security of states and destabilizing legitimately constituted governments; and renewing its commitment to strengthen international cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism;


DEEPLY DEPLORING the violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the context of the fight against terrorism, as well as violations of international refugee law and international humanitarian law;


DEPLORING ALSO the suffering caused by terrorism to the victims and their families, expressing its profound solidarity with them, and stressing the importance of strengthening assistance and support for them;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the member states’ commitment to fighting terrorism and the funding of terrorism, with full respect for international law, reflected in the declarations adopted at the regional level;


WELCOMING WITH SATISFACTION that the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism entered into force on July 10, 2003, and that to date 24 countries have ratified it;


CONSIDERING the reports and results of the international meetings held on the topic, together with the documents prepared by international organizations on the topic of fighting terrorism; and


RECALLING that, under Article 27 of the American Convention on Human Rights and Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, it is recognized that some rights are non-derogable under any circumstances, and that, with respect to rights that may be subject to derogation, states may take measures derogating from their obligations under these conventions to the extent and, with respect to the American Convention, for the period of time strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with the other rights and obligations prescribed under international law; and emphasizing that, in the inter-American system, the protection of non-derogable rights includes essential judicial guarantees for their protection,

RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm that the fight against terrorism must be waged with full respect for the law, including compliance with due process, and for human rights, comprising civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere.


2.
To reaffirm that all member states have a duty to ensure that all measures adopted to combat terrorism are in compliance with their obligations under international law, in particular international human rights law, international refugee law, and international humanitarian law.


3.
To urge states, while countering terrorism, to fully comply with their obligations against cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, in particular the absolute prohibition of torture in compliance with applicable international law, including, as appropriate, Article 2 of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture.


4.
To call upon states, if they have national terrorism laws or legislation criminalizing terrorist actions or activities, to ensure that those laws are accessible, formulated with precision, nondiscriminatory, non-retroactive, and in accordance with applicable international law, including human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international refugee law.


5.
To urge states not to resort to profiling based on stereotypes founded on any grounds of discrimination prohibited by international law and to avoid associating terrorism with any religion, nationality, civilization, or ethnic group.


6.
To urge states to support efforts to ensure clear and fair proceedings under the United Nations sanctions regime in order to improve its efficiency and transparency.

7.
To urge states to fully respect non-refoulement obligations under international refugee and human rights law and, at the same time, to review, with full respect for these obligations and other legal safeguards, the validity of a refugee status decision in an individual case if credible and relevant evidence comes to light indicating that the person in question has committed any criminal acts, including terrorist acts, falling under the exclusion clauses under international refugee law.


8.
To urge states to ensure that all forms of deprivation of liberty in all places of detention keep the detained person under the protection of the law and respect the safeguards concerning the liberty, security, safety, and dignity of the person in keeping with the provisions of international law, including human rights law and humanitarian law.


9.
To urge member states to respect, in accordance with their obligations, the human rights of all persons deprived of their liberty in high-security detention centers, particularly observance of due process, ensuring that no form of deprivation of liberty places a detained person outside the protection of the law.

10.
To respect the right of persons to equality before the law, courts, and tribunals, and to a fair trial as provided in international law, including international human rights law, international humanitarian law, and refugee law.


11.
To invite all member states to consider signing and ratifying, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and the American Convention on Human Rights; and to urge the states parties to take appropriate steps to implement the provisions of those treaties.


12.
To urge the competent organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, in accordance with their mandates, to provide, upon request, technical assistance to strengthen the capacity of member states to develop and implement programs to assist and support victims of terrorism in accordance with their domestic laws.


13.
To urge member states to promote and apply at every level the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and its Plan of Action, bearing in mind that one of its pillars is ensuring respect for human rights, in order to move toward the common goal of eradicating the scourge of international terrorism, and to take into account United Nations Security Council resolutions 1373 (2001) and 1624 (2005).

14.
To reiterate to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) that it should continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights and facilitating efforts by member states to comply appropriately with their international human rights commitments when developing and executing counterterrorist measures, including the rights of persons who might be at a disadvantage, subject to discrimination, or at risk as a result of terrorist violence or counterterrorist initiatives.


15.
To instruct the Permanent Council, through the CAJP, to include this topic on its agenda, in order to discuss available alternatives for compiling and disseminating, as widely as possible, the international standards for promoting and protecting human rights in the fight against terrorism, on the basis of the “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS Member States in the Fight against Terrorism,” prepared by the IACHR, and the results of consultations with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and the member states, together with the compilation of good practices on measures that ensure respect for human rights by intelligence agencies drawn up by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

16.
To reaffirm the importance of intensifying dialogue among the CICTE Secretariat, the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, and other pertinent areas of the Organization, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing collaboration on the issue of protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.


17.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT DECLARATION

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 28 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2321 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2404 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2466 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2604 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2673 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2732 (XLII-O/12), regarding the inclusion of human rights subjects at formal centers of education, as required by Articles 13 and 13.2 of the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador”;


BEARING IN MIND the Inter-American Consultation on Education in Human Rights, which was the basis for the Second Conference of Ministers of Education on Human Rights Education, organized by the Ministry of Education of the Government of Guatemala and the IIHR, and which addresses the phenomenon of violence affecting schools and the serious phenomenon of drug trafficking, consumption, and possession in the educational communities of the Americas;

RECOGNIZING the progress made by the member states with respect to human rights education, according to the periodic reports prepared by the IIHR from 2002 to 2011, and that make up the Inter-American Agreement on Human Rights Education, in formal education in the Americas; and 


EMPHASIZING that since 2002, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights has supported the inter-American system in the effective incorporation of subject matter,
DECLARES:
1. The need for states to make an effort to advance public policies on human rights in formal education in the Americas. 

2. The importance of member states’ progressive adoption of the recommendations in the reports prepared by the IIHR from 2002 to 2011.

3. The need for member states that are States Parties to the Inter-American Agreement on Human Rights Education in formal education in the Americas to implement their obligations thereunder, as well as strengthen international cooperation for the exchange of information and experiences in this area.

4. That it is important that member states and permanent observers make voluntary contributions to the IIHR and that the IIHR formally recognize the contributions made by the member states.

5. That it  is important that those OAS member states that have not yet done so consider ratifying or acceding to the Protocol of San Salvador.
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Item 35 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA
(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 28, 2013, and referred to the

General Committee of the General Assembly
/)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12) on access to public information and protection of personal data, and its previous resolutions on that topic; reiterating the background and mandates contained therein, and having seen the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc. ), as it pertains to the status of compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12);

RECALLING that access to public information, on one hand, and protection of personal data, on the other, are fundamental values that must operate in harmony at all times;


REITERATING the vital role of international instruments in the promotion and protection of access to public information, as well as the essential role of access to public information in electoral and democratic processes; in state governance, transparency, and anticorruption efforts; in the protection and promotion of human rights, especially the right to freedom of thought and expression; and in freedom of the press;


RECALLING that the principle of maximum disclosure is consubstantial to access to public information;

REAFFIRMING the importance of the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information in the promotion of access to public information, as well as the role of member states, the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), and civil society and other social actors in implementing the Model Law;


TAKING NOTE of the proposed Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-3135/13) presented by the Department of International Law at the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held on April 11, 2013, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12);


CONSIDERING the growing importance of privacy and the protection of personal data, and the need to encourage and protect cross-border flows of information in the Americas;

BEARING IN MIND that the privacy and protection of personal data whose disclosure could harm legitimate rights of its legal bearer is one of the exceptions to access to public information;


TAKING NOTE that the General Secretariat has accepted the invitation of the Ibero-American Data Protection Network (RIPD) to participate in said network as a permanent observer; and 


TAKING NOTE ALSO of the comparative study on different existing legal regimes, policies, and enforcement mechanisms for the protection of personal data, including domestic legislation, regulation, and self-regulation (CP/CAJP-3063/12), presented by the Department of International Law; of resolution CJI/RES. 186 (LXXX-O/12), “Proposed Statement of Principles for Privacy and Personal Data Protection in the Americas,” adopted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee; and of the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held on November 13, 2012, with the participation of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the member states, and the General Secretariat, in order to analyze the studies received on personal data protection and consider the possibility of a regional framework in this area,
RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm the importance of access to public information as an indispensable requirement for democracy, as well as the commitment of the member states to respect and uphold the principle of providing access to public information.


2.
To encourage member states, in designing, executing, and evaluating their regulations and policies on access to public information, to consider embracing and implementing the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information, contained in resolution AG/RES. 2607 (XL-O/10), and its Implementation Guide.


3.
To instruct the General Secretariat of the Organization of American  States (OAS), through the Department of International Law, to support, with the assistance of civil society and other social actors, member states’ efforts to adopt the legislative and other appropriate measures needed to guarantee access to public information, in particular for the implementation of the Model Law or for continuing to bring themselves into line with it; and the promotion of contacts and exchanges of best practices among the national authorities (commissioners, ombudsmen, etc.) responsible for implementing access to public information.


4.
To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to include on its agenda in the last quarter of 2013 the consideration of the proposed Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-3135/13) submitted by the Department of International Law pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12). 


5.
To encourage member states to hold, with the support of the Department of International Law, domestic and regional seminars on the implementation of the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information in their national contexts and to provide conclusions and recommendations as a means to help incorporate the standards of said Model Law in the legal, judicial, and administrative practices of the member states.


6.
[To instruct the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to continue including in the Annual Report of the IACHR a report on the situation/state of access to public information in the region and its effect on the exercise of the right to freedom of expression.] Open paragraph


* Venezuela + Ecuador + Nicaragua + Bolivia request that this paragraph be deleted.

** Colombia + Panamá + Peru + Chile + Costa Rica + Guatemala + Paraguay + Argentina + Mexico request that this paragraph not be deleted.


7.
To invite member states, when applicable, and the General Secretariat, through the latter’s Department of International Law, to support the efforts of the Ibero-American Data Protection Network (RIPD) and to participate actively in meetings of the International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners.



8.
To instruct the Inter-American Juridical Committee to prepare proposals for the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the different ways in which the protection of personal data can be regulated, including a model law on personal data protection, taking into account international standards in that area.


9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue promoting channels of collaboration with other international and regional organizations currently undertaking efforts on the matter of data protection, in order to facilitate the exchange of information and cooperation.


10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to identify new resources to support member states’ efforts to facilitate access to public information and the protection of personal data; and to encourage other donors to make contributions toward that goal. 


11.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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Item 22 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

TOWARD AUTONOMY FOR OFFICIAL PUBLIC DEFENDERS, CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LEGAL AID PROVIDERS AS A GUARANTEE OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 28, 2013, and referred to the

General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


CONSIDERING that Article 8 of the American Convention on Human Rights broadly establishes judicial guarantees, resolutions AG/RES. 2656 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12); the “Brasilia Regulations Regarding Access to Justice for Vulnerable People”; the universal, indivisible, and interdependent nature of human rights;


AFFIRMING that the member states have an obligation to respect and guarantee the exercise of the rights recognized in the international treaties to which they are party and in their domestic legislation, removing the obstacles that may impair or limit access to a public defender, in such a way as to ensure full and free access to justice;


CONSIDERING ALSO that access to justice, as a fundamental right, is also the means of restoring the exercise of rights that have been disregarded or violated and underscores that access to justice is not limited to ensuring admission to a court but applies to the entire process, which must be conducted in keeping with the principles of the rule of law; 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the vital importance of official public defenders, criminal and civil legal aid providers services being functionally and technically independent and autonomous; and

UNDERSCORING the conclusions of the special meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with the work of public defenders held in the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on March 7, 2013; the Memorandum of Understanding between the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders (AIDEF) and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), through the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), with a view to coordinating their efforts to guarantee and boost access to inter-American justice for alleged victims whose cases are at the merits stage before the IACHR and the fruitful work being done by inter-American public defenders to defend the rights of victims of human rights violations under aegis of the Memorandum of Understanding between AIDEF and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,
RESOLVES:


1.
To affirm that access to justice, as a fundamental right, is also the means of restoring the exercise of rights that have been disregarded or violated.


2.
To support the work being done by official public defenders, criminal and civil legal aid providers in the states of the Hemisphere, as this constitutes a core aspect for strengthening access to justice and for consolidating democracy.


3.
To affirm the fundamental importance of cost-free legal counsel services provided by official public defenders, criminal and civil legal aid providers in promoting and protecting the right of access to justice for everyone, particularly those who are especially vulnerable at all stages in the proceedings.

4.
To reiterate once again to those member states that already provide free legal counsel to take steps to ensure that official public defenders, criminal and civil legal aid providers are independent and functionally, financially and/or budgetarily, and technically autonomous.


5.
Without prejudice to the diversity of legal systems of each country, to underscore the importance of the independence, functional, financial, and/or budgetary autonomy of official public defender, criminal and civil legal aid provider services, as part of member states’ efforts to guarantee a public service that is efficient and free from interference and improper control by other branches of government that would affect its functional autonomy, its mandate being to serve the interest of the person it is defending.


6.
To once again encourage member states that do not yet have the institution of free legal counsel to consider the possibility of establishing it within the framework of their legal order.


7.
When appropriate, to urge member states to promote the participation of public defenders in the inter-American human rights system so that the right to a technical defense is exercised and upheld from the very first procedural step taken against a person at the national level up to, when applicable, the adoption of a judgment by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

8.
To urge member states to foster international cooperation opportunities for sharing experience and best practices in this field.


9.
To encourage member states and the organs of the inter-American system to promote agreements regarding courses and training for official public defenders, criminal and civil legal aid providers.


10.
To request the Permanent Council to hold, in the first quarter of 2014, a second special meeting of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for an exchange of best practices and experiences triggered by the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2656 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12), inviting member states and their respective official public legal aid institutions, as well as members of the Inter-American Association of Public Defender Offices (AIDEF), scholars, experts from civil society, and international organizations to attend.

11.
To urge the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs to prepare a compilation of best practices on access to justice and public defenders in the region, in pursuit of operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 2656 (XLI-O/11) and operative paragraph 9 of resolution AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12), with the recommendations it deems pertinent for gradually consolidating an autonomous and independent public defender system in the region.


12.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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Item 29 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

HUMAN RIGHTS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION,

AND GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION
/ 
/
(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 28, 2013 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly, ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2435 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2504 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2600 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2653 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”;

REITERATING:


That the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in that instrument, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status; and


That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man establishes that every human being has the right to life, liberty, and security of his person without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed, or any other factor;


CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States proclaims that the historic mission of the Americas is to offer to man a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of his personality and the realization of his just aspirations;


REAFFIRMING the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights;

TAKING NOTE:


Of the creation by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Unit for the Rights of Lesbians, Gays, and Bisexual, Transsexual, and Intersex Persons (LGBTI), and of its work plan, which includes the preparation of a hemispheric report on this issue;


Of the Second Report of the IACHR on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas, according to which organizations that promote and defend the human rights of LGBTI persons play a fundamental role in the region in terms of public oversight to ensure compliance with the states’ obligations vis-à-vis the rights to privacy, equality, and nondiscrimination, and are faced with obstacles, among them, murder, threats, criminalization of their activities, the failure to take a focused approach to the investigation of crimes committed by both state and non-state actors against them, and discourse calculated to discredit the defenders of the rights of LGBTI persons; and


Of the Declaration on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, presented to the United Nations General Assembly on December 18, 2008;


NOTING WITH CONCERN the acts of violence and related human rights violations as well as discrimination practiced against persons because of their sexual orientation and gender identity;

TAKING NOTE of the report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (A/HRC/22/53), which states that “Children who are born with atypical sex characteristics are often subject to irreversible sex assignment, involuntary sterilization, involuntary genital normalizing surgery, performed without their informed consent, or that of their parents, ‘in an attempt to fix their sex,’ leaving them with permanent, irreversible infertility and causing severe mental suffering,” and


TAKING NOTE, FINALLY, of the terminological study entitled “Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression: Some terminology and relevant standards,” prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2653 (XLI-O/11), Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity, of April 23, 2012, 
RESOLVES:


1.
To condemn all forms of discrimination against persons by reason of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression, and to urge the states within the parameters of the legal institutions of their domestic systems to eliminate, where they exist, barriers faced by lesbians, gays, and bisexual, transsexual, and intersex (LGBTI) persons in equal access to political participation and in other areas of public life, and to avoid interferences in their private life.

2.
To encourage member states to consider, within the parameters of the legal institutions of their domestic systems, adopting public policies against discrimination by reason of sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.


3.
To condemn acts of violence and human rights violations committed against persons by reason of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression; and to urge states to strengthen their national institutions with a view to preventing and investigating these acts and violations and ensuring due judicial protection for victims on an equal footing and that the perpetrators are brought to justice.


4.
In addition, to encourage states, within their institutional capacities, to produce data on homophobic and transphobic violence, with a view to fostering public policies that protect the human rights of lesbians, gays, and bisexual, transsexual, and intersex people (LGBTI).


5.
To urge member states to ensure adequate protection for human rights defenders who work on the issue of acts of violence, discrimination, and human rights violations committed against individuals on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.


6.
To urge member states to afford appropriate protection to intersex people and to implement policies and procedures, as appropriate, to ensure  medical practices that are consistent with applicable human rights standards.


7.
To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to pay particular attention to its work plan titled “Rights of LGBTI People” and, in keeping with its established practice, to continue with its work to prepare a hemispheric study on the subject; and to urge member states to support the efforts of the Commission in this area.


8.
To request the IACHR to continue preparing a study on legislation and provisions in force in the OAS member states restricting the human rights of individuals by reason of their sexual orientation or gender identity or expression and to prepare, based on that study,  a guide aimed at promoting the decriminalization of homosexuality and practices related to gender identity or expression.


9.
To urge the member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the inter-American human rights instruments.


10.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES

1. … of legal proceedings in the Supreme Court of Belize."

2. … is one that is not thoroughly defined internationally or that has international acceptance. St. Vincent and the Grenadines considers that the terminology is heavily nuanced and moreover, that it is currently not defined in its domestic law. Since the discussion on the human rights of LGBT persons is an ongoing one at the level of the United Nations, St. Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view that the discourse at the OAS should be confined only to language which has been recognized or approved by the United Nations.
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Item 21 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION


PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF PEOPLE VULNERABLE TO, LIVING WITH, OR AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS IN THE AMERICAS
/
(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 28, 2013 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly, ad referendum of Ecuador)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the rate of new HIV infections, as well as the number of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS in the Americas, in particular women and girls;

RECOGNIZING:

The importance that the member states have assigned to fighting the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) in the Americas, and to the promotion and protection of the human rights of those people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS;


That it is necessary to increase the participation of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS in the design and execution of mass information campaigns for preventing and treating this disease, within a framework of protection of human rights and social inclusion, combating exclusion and discrimination;

That people living with HIV/AIDS face a series of obstacles, including stigmatization and discrimination from community and religious leaders, service providers, state agents, and even their own relatives; a lack of access to adequate medical insurance and health services; the loss or denial of employment; and, as a consequence, reduced access to credit, the loss of family and social ties, as well as other obstacles;

BEARING IN MIND: 

The adoption, through resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA), whereby the OAS member states undertook to develop decisive strategies to integrate a gender perspective in all spheres of public life as a way of attaining the ultimate goal of promoting and protecting women's human rights and gender equality;

The adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of the "Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS" (2001) and the “Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS” (A/RES/60/262, 2006) , in which the Member States committed to eliminating all forms of discrimination and ensuring the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS; 

The adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of the “Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS:  Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDS” (A/RES/65/277, 2011), in which the Member States also committed to intensifying “…national efforts to create enabling legal, social and policy frameworks in each national context in order to eliminate stigma, discrimination and violence related to HIV and promote access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support  and  non-discriminatory access to education, health care, employment and social services, provide legal protections for people affected by HIV, including inheritance rights and respect for privacy and confidentiality, and promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms, with particular attention to all people vulnerable to and affected by HIV” (par.77);

The adoption by the Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) of the Declaration of San Salvador on Gender, Violence, and HIV [CIM/DEC. 4/07 (VII-E/07), 2007], in which the CIM delegates undertook to intensify efforts to eliminate violence and discrimination against women, adolescents, and girls living with HIV/AIDS; 

RECALLING:

The work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and of the CIM in recognizing the risk, social stigma, discrimination, and violence faced by people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS;

The efforts of the IACHR and the CIM to analyze the legal and regulatory framework surrounding HIV/AIDS and to identify the obstacles faced by people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS in attaining the full enjoyment of their human rights; and

The Regional Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS and STIs 2006-2015, adopted by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); 

The work and progress made by civil society and other social actors at the national and regional levels in connection with an effective response to the needs of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS;

CONCERNED at the exorbitant costs of antiretrovirals and other treatments that enable people living with HIV/AIDS to fully enjoy their human rights; and

DEEPLY CONCERNED at the scarcity of financial resources available in the region for education, awareness, and behavior change initiatives necessary to curtail the rate of new HIV infections;

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm its commitment to the promotion and protection of all the human rights of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, in accordance with the provisions of the “Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS:  Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDS” (A/RES/65/277, 2011); 

2. To continue supporting the efforts of the IACHR and the CIM to analyze the legal and regulatory framework governing HIV/AIDS, in the context of the international and inter-American commitments acquired by the member states to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, with particular attention to people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS.

3. To urge member states to:

a. continue their efforts to guarantee the drafting and enforcement of laws and public policies to protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, in particular their right to enjoy the highest  attainable standard of physical and mental health and to just and favorable conditions of work, including fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value;

b. redouble their efforts to guarantee access for pregnant and/or lactating women living with HIV to the tests, education and information, treatment and care, including pediatric treatment and secondary prevention measures, to prevent mother-to-child transmission. 
c. promote the equal access, participation, representation, leadership, and influence of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS in decision-making and in the drafting and enforcement of policies and programs dealing with HIV/AIDS, from a participatory approach of diversity and pluralism.

4. To urge the General Secretariat to strengthen cooperation with the international agencies working on topics related to HIV/AIDS through the exchange of experiences and best practices and the organization of joint activities, coordinating efforts and combining capacities to attain the greatest possible impact. 

5. To urge the General Secretariat to strengthen its cooperation with the Pan American Health Organization and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS), in the framework of the “Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS:  Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDS” (A/RES/65/277, 2011) by means of a cooperation agreement, and to develop a plan of action that includes, among others, the following objectives: 
a. support for member states in developing public policies regarding access to antiretroviral drugs and adequate production of medicines;

b. incorporate a gender perspective, focused on the protection and promotion of the human rights of women and girls;

c. review, as appropriate, laws and policies that adversely affect the successful, effective, and equitable delivery of HIV prevention, treatment, care, and support programs to people living with and affected by HIV;
/
d. eliminate stigma and discrimination against people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS;
/
e. prepare a joint report on the social and human rights dimensions of HIV/AIDS in the Americas.

6. To urge the General Secretariat to include projects and programs for people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, in its fund-raising for specific projects.

7. To urge the General Secretariat to continue encouraging the participation of people vulnerable to, living with or affected by HIV/AIDS in OAS fora and meetings.

8. To work with the Pan American Health Organization in the framework of its Directing Council to declare 2015 the “Inter-American Year to Promote the Human Rights of People Vulnerable to, Living with or Affected by HIV/AIDS” and to urge OAS member states and the General Secretariat to participate in its commemoration with political and cultural activities geared toward promoting and protecting the human rights and fundamental freedoms of these people.
9. The request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, on the implementation of this resolution. The execution of the activities contemplated in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
FOOTNOTE

1.
... the high rate of infection of HIV/AIDS in the Hemisphere. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines considers that PAHO’s education and awareness campaigns and support for access to affordable treatment and the general wellbeing of people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS already encompass strategies to reduce stigma associated with and eliminate discrimination against the same. These strategies address public policies and laws, as necessary.
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�.	The delegation of Bolivia announced that it would be submitting footnotes on the Inter-American Defense Board.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua attaches high priority to security in all its dimensions and, given the crosscutting nature of security, takes a comprehensive approach to it, taking ….


�.	The United States will continue to support OAS efforts to eliminate the humanitarian threat of all remaining landmines and declare countries “mine-impact-free.” …


�.	Pending: wording of footnote from Ecuador.


�.	Operative paragraph 6 is open and bracketed.


�.	"The Government of Belize is unable to join consensus on this resolution given the fact that several of the issues and principles addressed therein, directly or indirectly, are at present the subject …





�.	The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is unable to join consensus on the approval of this resolution. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view that the term “gender expression” …


�.	The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines recognizes the extremely valuable work of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in its holistic approach as it regards efforts to reduce …


�.	[Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS: Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDS -par 78]


�.	[Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS: Intensifying Our Efforts to Eliminate HIV and AIDS -par 39]






