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Item 19 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH AND
INTER-AMERICAN RAPID PRODUCT-SAFETY WARNING SYSTEM
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 22, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the member states should make efforts to obtain adequate and dependable supplies for consumers; and


That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote consumer protection, fair competition, and the improved functioning of markets through clear, effective, and transparent regulatory frameworks;


CONSIDERING ALSO the proven importance of strengthening states’ capacity to monitor and control the safety of products available on the market for consumption or use through coordination between competent agencies to better integrate public policies related to these topics and, therefore, the need to share information and to exchange and disseminate best practices on market oversight for the safety of consumer products available on the market for consumption or use as a key element in the defense of the consuming public, in order to protect their safety and health;


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consumer Protection”; AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), “Consumer Protection:  Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” and AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” which mandated the creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) in the Americas, as a first step toward implementation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system, as well as the reports presented by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council on the matter;

RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION:


The coordination carried out by the Organization of American States (OAS) in collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization for implementing the RCSS and the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to set up the RCSS website, which was officially launched at a meeting of the Permanent Council on November 23, 2010;


That in pursuit of the mandate of national-level institutional strengthening, the annual holding of the postgraduate course in partnership with Pompeu Fabra University and the specialized seminar has been institutionalized, targeting authorities from national agencies responsible for supervising markets for consumer-good safety, in particular consumer defense, health, metrology, and standardization, with the participation of civil society, academia, and other stakeholders; and


That, as the General Secretariat informed the Permanent Council in its reports of February 14, 2011, and March 20, 2012, several of the region’s countries are taking specific measures in the area of consumer safety and health as a result of the RCSS, and training activities and exchanges of experiences are seen as essential by the national authorities participating in the RCSS in order to continue along that path; that Consumers International has prepared for the RCSS a plan to involve national civil society organizations in the activities of the RCSS; and that the OAS has positioned itself as an essential player within the leading international forums for this topic, representing a region that until a few years ago, had no voice in such undertakings; and


AWARE that the creation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system would help protect consumer health through rapid detection and coordinated action to prevent the entry of unsafe consumer goods into markets in the Americas; and that the RCSS website (www.oas.org/rcss) receives over a thousand visits a week, demonstrating its usefulness for the member states,

RESOLVES:


1.
To thank the governments that have made voluntary monetary and in-kind contributions to strengthen the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS), especially the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Peru, and the United States of America; to thank, likewise, the Generalitat of Catalonia (Spain) and Pompeu Fabra University for their contributions; and to invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support and participate in the activities undertaken by the General Secretariat for strengthening the RCSS and the establishment of the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System (IAPSWS). In addition, to applaud Brazil’s commitment to contribute US$100,000 for the strengthening of the RCSS.

2.
To congratulate the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), in particular the Department of Social Development and Employment, and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on their efficient implementation of specialized programs on institutional strengthening and exchange of experiences that, through specialized training, publications, and meetings of authorities, have positioned the OAS as a leading player on this topic; and, in addition, to note with satisfaction the design and creation of the RCSS web page.


3.
To ask the General Secretariat and PAHO to continue consolidating the RCSS in the region, encouraging the implementation at the national level of public programs and policies on consumer safety and its impact on health, and moving forward with the preparation of “common language” to standardize national market oversight systems for consumer-good safety as an essential prior step in the design of the IAPSWS, which will be a sustainable system not dependent on the availability of specific resources for its administration within the General Secretariat.


4.
To request the General Secretariat to promote and implement agreements with subregional agencies and associated countries and agencies from other regions to facilitate the creation of the IAPSWS, so as to draw upon the progress made by those organizations and not to duplicate efforts in the field of consumer-product safety.


5.
To request the General Secretariat to implement the plan for involving all social actors, including civil society, in the RCSS.
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6.
To invite those member states that do not yet participate in the RCSS to join it; to participate actively in the training activities, exchange of experiences, and the planning of the IAPSWS; and to contribute to the extent possible to the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund” managed by the General Secretariat, in order to finance institutional strengthening activities, exchange of experiences, and the design of the IAPSWS.


7.
To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare, in conjunction with the member states, a medium- and long-term planning proposal for the activities of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.


8.
To request the General Secretariat, in consultation with the stakeholders, to present the Permanent Council with a structure proposal to guide the work of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.


9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report on the results of the implementation of the mandates related to this resolution to the Permanent Council prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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