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DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROMOTING INTEGRATED WATER 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN THE AMERICAS

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 24, 2013)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

1. HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2644 (XLI-O/11), “Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2347 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Meeting on the Economic, Social, and Environmental Aspects of the Availability of, and Access to, Drinking Water”; and AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96), “Sustainable Development”; 
2. RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that a safe environment is essential to the integral development of the human being, which contributes to democracy and political stability;  
3. RECALLING AS WELL that in the Social Charter of the Americas, member states recognize that water is fundamental for life and central to socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability and that non-discriminatory access by the population to safe drinking water and sanitation services, in the framework of national law and policies, contributes to the objective of combating poverty; 
4. Considering that resolution AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) notes the importance of sustainable development as a conceptual framework within which the OAS should work both as a forum for concerted action and for technical cooperation; 
5. RECALLING ALSO the commitments assumed at the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996, and its Plan of Action; in the Declaration of Santa Cruz+10 and in the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009), extended until 2014, and in the Declaration of Santo Domingo for Sustainable Development in the Americas, adopted in the Dominican Republic in 2010, in terms of integrated water resource management; 
6. NOTING that seven Inter-American Dialogues on Water Management have been held, including the most recent one in Medellin, Colombia, in November 2011; 

NOTING ALSO:

7. That the United Nations Millennium Declaration and its development goals reaffirmed support for the principles of sustainable development, and resolved to halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water;  
8. That, in the context of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, the document “The Future We Want” recognized that water is at the core of sustainable development as it is closely linked to a number of key global challenges, reiterating the importance of integrating water resources into sustainable development and underlining the critical importance of water and sanitation within the three dimensions of sustainable development; 
9. That 2013 has been declared by the United Nations General Assembly as the “International Year of Water Cooperation” and that countries and organizations have been invited to promote international cooperation to reach the agreements on water resources that are on world water agendas; 
10. RECALLING that for over 50 years the Organization of American States has supported member states in improving the management, protection, conservation, and sustainable use of water, in the context of its efforts to reduce poverty, making water resources a factor of understanding, cooperation, and integration, and a means of strengthening peace and democracy and promoting development;  
11. HIGHLIGHTING the importance of advancing integrated water resources management strengthening good governance through, inter alia, public participation, institutional transparency, and access to environmental information;
12. RECOGNIZING that ecosystems have an essential function in maintaining the quantity and quality of water and that there is abundant evidence that paramo ecosystems are a vital part of the water systems of the Americas, since they represent one of the main sources of water; 
13. CONSIDERING that extreme poverty, natural disasters, environmental degradation, and limited access to water resources pose a risk to the sustainable development of the Americas, and that cooperation is fundamental in that context; and  
14. RECOGNIZING the  importance of water to the region in the context of global dialogue towards the establishment of a post-2015 development agenda,  
RESOLVES:
1. To promote dialogue on the water agenda in the Americas in the framework in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and to give due consideration to water in the context of the post-2015 development agenda. In this regard, to request the General Secretariat to provide the relevant support for the achievement of this goal. 
2. To support initiatives for the protection and sustainable regulation of ecosystems that contribute to maintaining the quality and quantity of water, including the paramos, in the framework of national law and policies. 
3. To continue to strengthen technical cooperation and the exchange and discussion of information, experiences, best practices, and lessons learned through the national focal points designated by OAS member states in the area of water resource management. 
4. To welcome the observance of the “International Year of Water Cooperation” in the Americas. 
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To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue moving forward with the effective implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2006-2014 and the action initiatives agreed upon by the Ministers and High-Level Authorities responsible for the sustainable development  in the Declaration of Santa Cruz+10 and the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, related to integrated water resources management. 
6. To request the CIDI to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-fourth regular session, on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of activities envisioned in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
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