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REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT ITS FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION

In order to comply with the responsibilities assigned to it in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, in preparation for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly the Preparatory Committee held meetings on February 25, March 25, April 19, and May 3, 20, and 24, 2013.

I. Meetings of the Preparatory Committee

· Monday, February 25, 2013


The Preparatory Committee held its first meeting on February 25, 2013. On that occasion, it adopted a methodology for carrying out the preparatory work for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  Thus, the Committee decided that:  (a) during regular sessions of the General Assembly, the only events, ceremonies, and activities allowed would be those that had been presented to and approved by the Preparatory Committee or, where applicable, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; b) during plenary sessions of the General Assembly, only representatives of organs, agencies, or entities that have been consulted and agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee or, where applicable, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, may make statements; and c) the Preparatory Committee would prepare a consolidated schedule that would include all events, ceremonies, activities, and meetings to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly.

At that same meeting, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, and Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas” were installed and their respective Chairs elected.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, was entrusted with preparing the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly pursuant to the Charter of the Organization of American States
/ and Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, chaired by Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States, was entrusted with executing the mandate, contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the program-budget of the Organization for the year 2014.


The Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas” was entrusted, under the stewardship of its Chair, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States, with the discussions on the initial draft of the Declaration presented by the Government of Guatemala, which was published as document AG/CP/GT/DAG-1/13 corr. 1.

Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee proceeded to establish by lot the order of precedence of the delegations of the member states and permanent observers during the forty-third regular session. First place was drawn, among the member states, by the delegation of the Bahamas and among the permanent observer states by the delegation of Greece.  The remaining delegations will follow the Spanish alphabetical order.


Lots were also drawn to assign lodging to the delegations at the venue of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The results of the drawing of lots appear in informative document AG/CP/INF.637/13.

· Monday, March 25, 2013

At the meeting held on March 25, 2013, the Preparatory Committee considered the requests for the following events to be held in the framework of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly: (a) from the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women to hold a roundtable meeting on “Women and Drugs in the Americas: A Diagnosis in the Making”; and (b) from the Young Americas Business Trust to hold the Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas 2013 (TIC Americas 2013).  The Preparatory Committee approved the holding of both events and agreed that they be included in the draft schedule of the General Assembly session.

· Friday, April 19, 2013

At its meeting of April 19, 2013, the Preparatory Committee received the report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on the draft agenda, on procedural matters, and on the preliminary draft schedule for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. A summary of the work of the Subcommittee appears in Section II of this report.


After receiving the report of the Subcommittee on the draft agenda, the Preparatory Committee:  (a) withdrew from the agenda, the item “Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” on the recommendation of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; (b) included the item “Amendments to the provisions contained in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly governing the inclusion of footnotes” at the request of the delegation of Guatemala; and (c) included the item “Follow-up on resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) corr. 1 “Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” at the request of the delegation of Ecuador. The draft agenda thus approved was transmitted to the governments of the OAS member states on April 20, 2013, pursuant to Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

The Committee also considered the recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on the following matters of procedure:  (a) maximum duration of statements by heads of delegation; (b) agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals; (c) agreement on the minutes of sessions and meetings; (d) agreement on the length of the regular session; and (e) installation and mandate of the General Committee.  The Preparatory Committee considered and approved the format and order of business for the dialogue of heads of delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of civil society, the workers, the private sector, and other social actors, and received and considered the request of the Trust for the Americas for holding the Regional Seminar on Recognition of the Legal Capacity of Persons with Psychosocial Disabilities: “Without Legal Capacity There Are No Human Rights” in the framework of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The Preparatory Committee approved the holding of both events and agreed that they be included in the draft schedule of the General Assembly session.

· Friday, May 3, 2013

At the meeting held on May 3, 2013, the Preparatory Committee considered: (a) the inclusion on the draft agenda of the item “Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation Initiative in the Americas” at the request of the delegation of Colombia; (b) the request from the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for the inclusion of topics on the draft agenda; (c) the merging in the draft agenda of the item “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women”  with the item “Promotion of women's human rights and gender equity and equality” at the request of the General Committee; (d) a request from the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to address the plenary of the General Assembly; and (e) the request from the delegation of Chile to withdraw the item “Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia” from the draft agenda of the General Assembly session. All of the requests were approved, except for that submitted by the delegation of Chile, which, due to the fact that the delegations requested time for consultations, was postponed until May 20, 2013.

· Monday, May 20, 2013

At the meeting held on May 20, 2013, the Preparatory Committee considered: (a) a presentation by the Chair of the Board of External Auditors to the plenary of the General Assembly based on a decision adopted in that regard by the Permanent Council; b) the participation of Vuk Jeremić, President of the sixty-seventh session of the United Nations General Assembly.  Both requests were approved and the Preparatory Committee agreed that they be included in the draft schedule of the General Assembly session.

At the beginning of the meeting, the delegation of Bolivia requested the inclusion of a new item on the order of business of the meeting, via note AG/CP/doc.848/13, “Requesting Cancellation of the Topic ‘Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the Draft Agenda for the Forty-Third Regular Session of the General Assembly,” which was agreed on.

As the deliberations commenced, the delegation of Bolivia announced ​​its decision to cancel its request for the item “Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia” on the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The Committee therefore gave approval for the topic to be withdrawn from the agenda of the General Assembly session, without objection. Each delegation’s presentations are reflected in the minutes of the meeting.

Given that item 4 on the order of business of the meeting included the “Request by the Permanent Mission of Chile for withdrawal of the item listed under number 61 as ‘Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia’ from the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly,” and pursuant to the decision taken on item 2 of the agenda, when discussion on topic 4 began, the Chair of the Preparatory Committee said that  it no longer needed to be considered since the matter had been resolved under item 2 of the agenda.

· Friday, May 24, 2013

The final meeting of the Preparatory Committee on the work of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly was held on May 24, 2013, to receive the reports of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas.”
The Committee took note of the reports of the above two bodies and of the conclusion of their work, and decided to transmit to the General Assembly: (a) the draft resolution “Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization” (document AG/doc.5350/13), which was supported by all the delegations; and (b) the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala: For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas (document AG/doc.5351/13), with the recommendation that further discussion on one or two matters that require additional consultations continue among the member states.


The Committee also considered the request from the delegation of Guatemala that the Second Inter-American Ministerial Meeting on Human Rights Education, which was scheduled to be held in Guatemala City from June 3 to 6, be included among the activities to be carried out in the framework of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The Committee approved the request and the event was included in the draft schedule of the General Assembly session.

II. Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

At the meeting of the Preparatory Committee held on April 19, 2013, the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States, presented a report on the work carried out. The report, published as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-256/13, refers to the matters mentioned below and is appended hereto as Appendix I.  

· Draft agenda



The Preparatory Committee approved the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-251/13 rev. 1.

· Procedural matters

At the same meeting, the Preparatory Committee considered the recommendations on procedural matters that it had received from the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and decided to make recommendations to the General Assembly on the following matters:

· Maximum length of statements by heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): six minutes

· Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Wednesday, June 5, 2013 at 11: 00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for plenary sessions and summary minutes for the General Committee

· Agreement on the duration of the General Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 4 to 6, 2013

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To be installed to consider those resolutions on which consensus could not be joined prior to the start of the session, along with any other that may be presented by delegations in the course of the General Assembly session

· Draft schedule



The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure also prepared the Preliminary Draft Schedule for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly and presented it to the Preparatory Committee, which considered it at its subsequent meetings. The draft schedule presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure was published as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-252/13 rev. 1.

· Presentations by the representatives of the organs to the plenary of the General Assembly

The Subcommittee reviewed the corresponding requests and the Preparatory Committee agreed that the representatives of the following OAS organs could deliver presentations during the fourth plenary session:  a) the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and b) the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee; and d) the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women. The Preparatory Committee also agreed that the presentations by the representatives of the organs to the plenary session of the General Assembly should not be longer than the duration suggested for presentations by the Heads of Delegations, that is to say, six minutes.

· Dialogue in connection with the General Assembly

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure examined the data and format for the dialogue of heads of delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and other social actors, held in connection with General Assembly sessions. Accordingly, it was agreed that the dialogue would take place from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on June 4, 2013, according to the format described in document AG/CP/ doc.837/13, and that the order of business for this event would be that found in the same document.

III. Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters


On May 24, 2013, the Preparatory Committee received the report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States, on the Subcommittee's consideration of the General Secretariat's proposal regarding the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the program-budget of the Organization for the year 2014. Pursuant to the General Assembly's mandates in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), the proposal should include quota income, interest and rental income, contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from FEMCIDI and from trust and specific funds, and all other miscellaneous income. The overall budget level would include a proposal for covering the regulatory and cost-of-living increases.


The report of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters contains conclusions and recommendations on the subject presented to the Preparatory Committee for consideration (document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-379/13, attached hereto as Appendix II).


Based on the recommendation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, the Preparatory Committee forwards to the General Assembly the draft resolution entitled “Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization” (document AG/doc.5350/13) for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.

IV. Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas”

At its meeting on May 24, 2013, the Preparatory Committee also received and considered the report of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas” presented by the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of the Guatemala to the OAS.


The text of the draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala:  For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas (document AG/doc.5351/13) was agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee with the recommendation that deliberations continue during the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly with a view to reaching agreement on points on which the necessary consultations have not been finalized.

V. Recommendations of the Preparatory Committee

The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly presents for consideration by the General Assembly the following agreements that it reached in preparation for the forty-third regular session:

1. Draft agenda, document AG/doc.5336/13. Appendix III to this report

2. Draft schedule, document AG/doc.5335/13, Appendix IV to this report

3. Matters of procedure:

i. Maximum length of statements by heads of delegation:  six minutes

ii. Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals:  Wednesday, June 5, 2013 at 11: 00 a.m.

iii. Agreement on the minutes of the meetings:  verbatim minutes for plenary sessions and summary minutes for the General Committee

iv. Agreement on the duration of the General Assembly session: June 4 to 6, 2013

v. General Committee: To be installed to consider those resolutions on which consensus could not be joined prior to the start of the session, along with any other that may be presented by delegations in the course of the General Assembly session

4. Draft resolution “Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization,” document AG/doc.5350/13, Appendix V to this report

5. Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala:  For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas, document AG/doc.5351/13, Appendix VI to this report.

Arturo Vallarino Bartuano

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS

Chair of the Preparatory Committee of the

General Assembly
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration a report on the results of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee in the preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


On February 25, 2013, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it by Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter. 

II. PROCEEDINGS

To fulfill the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure thus far has met once, on April 17, 2013.

At that meeting, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered the following matters:

a. Presentation of the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

The preliminary draft agenda, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-251/13, was presented to the member states. It had been prepared by the General Secretariat pursuant to the provisions of the OAS Charter, the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, and in compliance with the mandates issued by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session and other sessions.

b. Consideration of the request of the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to include the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda 

The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia requested inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79), “Access by Bolivia to the Pacific Ocean,” which “recommend[ed] to the states most directly concerned with this problem that they open negotiations for the purpose of providing Bolivia with a free and sovereign territorial connection with the Pacific Ocean,” and to resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” which “reaffirm[ed] the importance of finding a solution to the maritime problem of Bolivia on the basis of what is mutually advantageous to the parties involved and their rights and interests, for better understanding, solidarity, and integration in the hemisphere, urging the parties to engage in dialogue and leaving the subject open for consideration….” In conclusion, the delegation of Bolivia said that the topic was a matter of vital importance and ongoing interest to the Government and people of the Plurinational State of Bolivia. 

The Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary, made the following comments:

“This is a matter of vital importance to the people and Government of Bolivia, and, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79), “Access by Bolivia to the Pacific Ocean,” of October 31, 1979, and subsequent resolutions on this subject, which state “[t]hat it is of continuing hemispheric interest that an equitable solution be found whereby Bolivia will obtain appropriate sovereign access to the Pacific Ocean,” and resolution AG/RES. 989, “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” in whose operative section is “reaffirm[ed] the importance of finding a solution to the maritime problem of Bolivia on the basis of what is mutually advantageous to the parties involved and their rights and interests, for better understanding, solidarity, and integration in the hemisphere, urging the parties to engage in dialogue and leaving the subject open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.” 

When the delegation of Bolivia had presented its request for inclusion of the topic on the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, the Alternate Representative of Chile, Mr. Frank Tressler, commented on said request and asked to have the following statement entered in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

“Mr. Chair,

Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the agenda and schedule for the next General Assembly session, as it considers that the matter is beyond the competence of this organ.

Furthermore, Chile is not interested in references to resolutions whose scope it has not recognized or accepted; in addition, the topic relates to a matter that is strictly bilateral and entirely beyond the scope of the Organization of American States.

I hereby request that this statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.” 


The Subcommittee took note of the statements by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile and decided to include the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

c. Consideration of the request by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for inclusion of the topic “Progress in the area of accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, and results in the OAS” on the draft agenda

The delegation of Canada presented the request on behalf of Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs. The Subcommittee decided to include this topic on the preliminary draft agenda.

d. Consideration of the request by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala for inclusion of the topic “Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly regarding the inclusion of footnotes” on the preliminary draft agenda.

The delegation of Guatemala reiterated the request for inclusion of the topic on the draft agenda, a request it had forwarded to the Permanent Council. However, since this request had not been included on the order of business for the Subcommittee meeting, a decision could not be taken in that regard.

e. Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations or of requests for the inclusion of topics on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee noted the provision of Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly
/ and decided to submit that the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration at the meeting scheduled for April 19, 2013, so that, when it had been approved by the Committee, it could be transmitted to governments on April 20, 2013. 

f. Presentation of the preliminary draft schedule of activities for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee received the preliminary draft schedule of activities for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-251/13 corr. 1) and noted that the Preparatory Committee had decided that events, ceremonies, and activities could not be held during regular sessions of the General Assembly unless they had first been presented and approved by the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, as the case may be; and that a consolidated schedule would be drawn up of all events, ceremonies, activities, and sessions to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly. Accordingly, the document presented is a preliminary version that will be updated as the Subcommittee or the Preparatory Committee grants its approval for events, ceremonies, or activities to be held during the forty-third regular session.

g. Requests received to speak at the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly 
The Subcommittee received and considered requests from the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Secretary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the respective Presidents of these entities to speak to the plenary of the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session. The Subcommittee agreed to these requests and participation by the two entities has been included on the draft schedule for the General Assembly session.

h. Other procedural matters

With a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to make the following proposals:

· Maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To suggest a maximum of six minutes.

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Wednesday, June 5, 2013, at 11:00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 4 to 6, 2013.

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those resolutions on which no consensus was reached prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly session.

The Subcommittee decided to submit these recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered and decided to make the following recommendations to the Preparatory Committee: 

1. Draft agenda

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for its consideration the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-251/13 rev. 1), which was drawn up pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


The Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends that the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly withdraw from the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly the item “Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the ‘Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System’” as it was included in the draft agenda on which this report is presented, as a result of an error on the part of the Secretariat, which error was not noticed at any stage of the work of the Subcommittee.


It also recommends that the Subcommittee consider and decide on the request submitted by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala for inclusion of the topic “Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly on the inclusion of footnotes” on the preliminary draft agenda.

2. Draft schedule

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for its consideration the draft schedule for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-252/13 rev. 1), which includes all events, ceremonies, and sessions thus far agreed to be held in the framework of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Statements by heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, in accordance with the practice of this Organization, decided that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the schedule of General Assembly activities and sessions, consideration be given to maintaining the six minutes allotted for the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

It also recommends that six minutes also be allotted for statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities and for statements of Heads of Delegation.

4. Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

The Subcommittee recommends to the Preparatory Committee that, once the General Assembly session has begun, Wednesday, June 5, 2013, at 11:00 a.m., be set as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the session, in keeping with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure.

5. Minutes

In accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary.

6. Duration

It was decided that the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 4 to 6, 2013.

7. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:

a. To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

b. To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c. To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States.

Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann de León

Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS

Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
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_________________________________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS OF THE 

PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(To be presented to the Preparatory Committee at its meeting of May 24, 2013)

In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (SAAP) of the Preparatory Committee of the the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the member states for their consideration a summary of the work accomplished by the SAAP in preparation for the regular session of the General Assembly to be held in La Antigua, Guatemala, from June 4 to 6, 2013.

I. OFFICERS
The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (SAAP) was installed by the Preparatory Committee on February 25, 2013, and elected the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council (CAAP), Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada, as Chair of the SAAP.


The Chair of the SAAP was assisted by the First Vice Chair of the CAAP, Counselor Frank Tressler, Alternate Representative of Chile, acting on this occasion as Vice Chair of the SAAP.

II. ASSIGNMENT OF topics FOR STUDY BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) , the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters to consider a proposal, to be referred to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to be held in June 2013, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2014 program-budget, to include quota income, interest and rental income, contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and from trust and specific funds, and all other miscellaneous income; and the overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost-of-living and statutory increases.
In this connection, the Preparatory Committee instructed the Subcommittee to consider matters of a budgetary nature that would have to be considered and submitted to the General Assembly for approval. The Subcommittee considered the overall budget level for expenditures for 2014 and the total amount of quota income from the member states. 


In addition, pursuant to resolution  AG/RES. 2756 (XLII-O/12), the Subcommittee considered a proposed budget for the use of Indirect Cost Recovery (ICR) resources, which will be based on projected revenue equivalent to 90 percent of the average Indirect Cost Recovery obtained in the three years preceding 2012.  This ICR budget will be approved by the General Assembly.

III. PROCEEDINGS

A. Guidelines for preparation of the program-budget for 2014
At the meeting of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of April 16, 2013, the Secretary for Administration and Finance (SAF) presented to the member states three scenarios to finance the Organization for 2014. 


All three scenarios incorporated a reduction of $500,000 to the income of the Regular Fund.  This reduction reflected a change in the treatment of the income from rental of OAS office space and the annual repayment required for the demand notes which financed the renovations of the F Street building.


The Secretariat also mentioned that in recent financial periods, the amount of the annual repayment has equaled or slightly exceeded the amount of the rental income; therefore, in 2014 and in future years the General Secretariat would no longer transfer $500,000 in rental income to the Regular Fund.  The expenses of the Regular Fund will also be reduced by an equivalent amount.


The scenarios also provided for an increase in quota income as a means of adjustment to the effects of inflation.  All scenarios provided coverage of the statutory increases in compensation to staff members. Scenarios 2 and 3 maintained a contribution to the Reserve Fund; Scenario 3 included an amount to compensate the non-personnel budget for the effects of inflation. A detailed explanation of the scenarios is included in document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-374/13 add. 3


Likewise, the three scenarios were revised and debated by Member States at the meetings held on May 7 and 14, 2013. During the debates, 10 delegations were in favor of increasing the overall budget level, and 6 delegations supported a zero-nominal-growth scenario. Based on the presentation by the SAF, the Subcommittee at its meeting on May 14, 2013, requested the Secretariat to prepare and present a draft resolution reflecting a “zero-nominal-growth” policy scenario. 


During the meeting held on May 20, 2013, the Secretariat presented document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-374/13 add. 2 with the inclusion of a “zero-nominal-growth” policy. The Secretariat explained that the document also included an additional paragraph instructing the Secretary General to present a Program-Budget proposal containing a uniform distribution of across-the-board cuts needed to absorb all statutory increases, inflation, and income shortfalls, and finally that Table A, annexed to the text of the draft resolution, was amended to reflect recent changes to the tax code of the US government that required an additional $700,000 in estimated income tax reimbursements to US taxpayers in 2014. The figure was revised from $5.6 million, which appeared in previously circulated versions, to $6.3 million.

B. Conclusion of the work of the SAAP

The SAAP completed its work in preparation for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly on May 20, 2013, upon reaching consensus on the overall level of the program-budget for 2014.

In this regard, the SAAP approved the draft resolution “Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization”, document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-374/12 rev. 1, which approved the following:

· To set the overall budget level of the 2014 Regular Fund program-budget at $82,978,200 and to finance it as follows:
· Net contributions of member states in the form of quota payments to the Regular Fund totaling $80,552,200, computed as follows:
· Total gross assessments of $81,105,400 apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07).
· A reduction of US$553,200 in prompt payment discounts accredited pursuant to the measures to encourage the prompt payment of quotas adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00) as amended by AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev 1.
· Contribution of US$126,000 from FEMCIDI to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which contribution, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, will be up to 15% of the net amount approved in 2013 for execution in 2014;

· Income of US$1,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support of the trust funds and specific funds; and

· Other income of US$800,000 for interest and refunds, inter alia.
· To set the overall expenditure ceiling of the Indirect Cost Recovery Fund account to US$5,250,000, which excludes the transfer of US$1,500,000 to the Regular Fund as established in paragraph 2.c above in accordance with the General Standards, provided that said amount is actually collected.
· To request that the Secretary General, in preparing the proposed program-budget for 2014, reflect a proportional across-the-board impact among the budgetary chapters and sub-programs of the absorption of the statutory increases in personnel compensation and reduction of total income compared to the previous budgetary period.

In concluding this report on the work accomplished by the SAAP in preparation for the next regular session of the General Assembly, I would like to express my gratitude to all delegations for their contributions and their participation.

Allan Culham
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada
Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly
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DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE

FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Approved by the Preparatory Committee on April 19, 2013, and revised on May 3 and 20, 2013)

1. Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly

2. Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

3. Annual report of the General Secretariat on the Organization’s activities and financial statements

4. Report of the Secretary General on Credentials

5. Annual Report of the Permanent Council

6. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

b. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

c. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

d. Inter-American Court of Human Rights

e. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

f. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

h. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) 

j. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

k. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

l. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

m. Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

n. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

o. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

7. Determination of the place and date for the forty-fourth regular session

8. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization

a. Three members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

b. Three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

c. Two members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

d. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS

e. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

9. The Question of the Malvinas Islands 

10. Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region 

11. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter 

12. Excessive Commodity Price Volatility and its Implications for Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Americas

13. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere 

14. Use of Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies to Create an Integrating Information Society 
15. Strengthening the activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators
16. Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors 

17. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

18. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”
19. Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System
20. Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas

21. Adoption of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights Under the Protocol of San Salvador

22. Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice for Persons in Situations of Vulnerability

23. Human Rights Defenders: Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas

24. Internally Displaced Persons

25. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families 

26. Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

27. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”

28. Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas 

29. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity

30. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

31. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law 

32. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

33. Right to the Truth

34. Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons 

35. Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data
36. Promotion of the International Criminal Court

37. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption

38. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat 

39. Education on Human Rights in Formal Education in the Americas

40. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and support for its Technical Secretariat

41. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas 

42. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas 

43. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

44. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach 

I. Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and of the Member States

Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation 

Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System

Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons

Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security 

Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas

The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas 

Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean

II. Legal Instruments

Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)

Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)

III. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States)

Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 

45. Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process 

46. Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process 

47. Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization 

48. Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Holding of the XVIII Conference 

49. Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices 

50. Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission.

51. Investing in Human Capital for Development

52. Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas

53. Convocation of the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports 

54. Report of the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and Holding of the XXI Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism

55. Promotion of Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere 

56. Inter-American Competitiveness Network 

57. Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises

58. Strengthening the Discussion of Migration Issues in the Organization of American States

59. Draft Omnibus Resolution on the Strengthening of CIDI and Cooperation

60. Progress in accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, and results in the OAS

61. Consideration of the regulations for footnotes

62. Follow-up on Resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) corr. 1 “Progress in the process of reflection on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system” 

63. Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation Initiative in the Americas

64. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

65. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law
66. Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment

67. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism

68. Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas
69. The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and of Their Families
70. TOPIC I:  Promotion of international law 

71. TOPIC II:  Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP

72. TOPIC III:  Inter-American Instruments, Mechanisms, and Programs under the purview of the CAJP

73. TOPIC IV:  Promotion and protection of human rights 

74. TOPIC V:  Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System (IAHRS) 
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DRAFT SCHEDULE

(Approved by the Preparatory Committee at the meeting held on April 19, 2013,

and reviewed on May 3, 20, and 24, 2013)

ACTIVITIES OF THE FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Friday, May 31

8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Private Sector Forum


Guatemala City, Hotel Camino Real, Los Lagos Room

Sunday, June 2

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
TIC Americas 2013 -YABT


La Antigua, Hotel Soleil, Los Volcanes Room

Monday, June 3
9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
TIC Americas 2013 -YABT – Awards


La Antigua, Hotel Soleil, Los Volcanes Room

9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Roundtable on the “Building sustainable cities and communities in the Americas:  From demonstration projects to scale”


La Antigua, Spanish Cooperation Training Center

10:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Informal talks between the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General and representatives of civil society organizations


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Mayor Room

12:30 p.m.
Press Conference hosted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, the Secretary General, and the Assistant Secretary General


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Teatro Room
3:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Roundtable “Women and Drugs in the Americas: A diagnosis in the making”


La Antigua, Spanish Cooperation Training Center

7:00 p.m.
Inauguration of the “Second Inter-American Ministerial Meeting on Human Rights Education”


Guatemala City, National Palace of Culture

Tuesday, June 4
8:00 a.m.
Second Inter-American Ministerial Meeting on Human Rights Education 


Guatemala City, Vista Real Hotel 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation, the Secretary General, and the Assistant Secretary General with representatives of civil society, labor unions, the private sector, and other social actors


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Mayor Room

2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation, the Secretary General, and the Assistant Secretary General with the Heads of Delegation of the permanent observer countries


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Mayor Room

Wednesday, June 5

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Regional Seminar on Recognition of the Legal Capacity of Persons with Psychosocial Disabilities: “Without Legal Capacity, There Are No Human Rights”


La Antigua, Hotel Las Farolas

START OF THE

FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, June 4

6:00 p.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION



La Antigua, Hotel Finca Filadelfia

8:00 p.m.
Reception to welcome the delegations


La Antigua, Hotel Finca Filadelfia

9:00 p.m.
Dinner hosted by the President of the Republic of Guatemala, Mr. Otto Fernando Pérez Molina (by invitation)


La Antigua, Las Capuchinas Convent
Wednesday, June 5
8:30 a.m.
First PLENARY SESSION – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo

Plaza del Atrio Room

1. Election of the President of the General Assembly

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda

3. Adoption of the Draft Schedule

4. Adoption of the agreements reached by the Preparatory Committee

· Report of the Chair

5. Report of the Secretary General on Credentials

6. Installation of the General Committee

7. Assignment of topics and election of the Chair of the General Committee

8. Address by the President of the 67th regular session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 

9:30 a.m.
Second PLENARY SESSION – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo

Plaza del Atrio Room

1. Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (2012-2013)

· Draft resolutions agreed on by the Permanent Council

2. Dialogue of Heads of Delegation “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”

· Report of the Secretary General on the Problem of Drugs in the Americas

9:30 a.m.
First meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo

Domingo – Mayor Room

12:15 p.m.
Official photograph of the Heads of Delegation


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Chapel

1:30 p.m.
Private Luncheon of the Heads of Delegation with the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General


La Antigua, Ruinas de San José El Viejo

1:30 p.m.
Luncheon of the Deputy Heads of Delegation


La Antigua, Porta Hotel Antigua, Terrace

2:30 p.m.
Second meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo

Domingo – Mayor Room

4:00 p.m.
Private Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation accompanied by one delegate, with the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General


La Antigua, Ruinas de San José El Viejo

7:30 p.m.
Reception hosted by the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General


La Antigua, Hotel Camino Real, La Conquista Room (by invitation)

Thursday, June 6

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)


[AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02), operative paragraph 2]


La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo – Plaza del Atrio Room

9:00 a.m.
Third meeting of the GENERAL COMMITTEE – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo

Domingo – Mayor Room

9:30 a.m.
Third PLENARY SESSION – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo

Plaza del Atrio Room



Continuation of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation “For a Comprehensive Policy 

against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”

1:00 p.m.
Luncheon hosted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, in honor of the delegations


La Antigua, Finca Filadelfia, Patio Secado de Café

3:00 p.m.
Fourth PLENARY SESSION – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo

Plaza del Atrio Room

1. The Question of the Malvinas Islands

2. Statement by the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

3. Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

4. Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

5. Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women

6. Presentation by the Chair of the Board of External Auditors of the OAS

7. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization:

7.1. Three members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

7.2. Three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

7.3. Two members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

7.4. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS

7.5. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

8. Report of the General Committee

· Adoption of draft resolutions

9. Determination of the place and date of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly

10. Presentation of the draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”

7:00 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo Domingo

Plaza del Atrio Room

7:30 p.m.
CLOSING PRESS CONFERENCE – La Antigua, Hotel Casa Santo


Domingo – Teatro Room
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Item 47 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FINANCING OF THE 2014 PROGRAM-BUDGET OF THE ORGANIZATION

(Agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee at the meeting of May 24, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The Report of the Preparatory Committee to the General Assembly (AG/doc._________/13);

The report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly on the financing of the 2014 program-budget of the Organization (AG/CP/_______/13);

The annual report of the Board of External Auditors (CP/doc.4860/13), presented to the Permanent Council on May 3, 2013; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, in accordance with Articles 54.e and 55 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the General Assembly approves the program-budget of the Organization and establishes the basis for setting the quota that each government is to contribute to the maintenance of the Organization, taking into account the respective countries’ ability to pay and their determination to contribute in an equitable manner;

That the General Assembly, at its thirtieth regular session, in resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), approved the measures to encourage the timely payment of quotas, and has since modified those measures by way of resolutions AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1;

That the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth special session, in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), approved the method for calculating the scale of quotas for financing the Regular Fund of the Organization; and

That, according to the method established by resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), the quota percentages of the member states for the years 2012-2014 have been assigned; and

CONSIDERING:

That human rights, democracy and governance, integral development, and multidimensional security are pillars of the Organization;

That, under resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters to consider a proposal to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to be held in June 2013, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2014 program-budget, including quota income, interest and rental income, contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and from trust and specific funds, and all other miscellaneous income; and that the overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost-of-living and statutory increases;


That the General Assembly established in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) that the total expenditure on personnel (object 1) should not exceed 64.38 percent of the overall budget level of the 2014 Regular Fund program-budget (also sometimes referred to as “the indicative figure”), including any statutory increases that might be required;

That it is necessary to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2014 program-budget, which will be adopted by the General Assembly at a special session to be held no later than October 30, 2013;

That based on Article 80(i)(i) of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, the General Secretariat shall submit to the Permanent Council a proposed budget for use of the indirect cost recovery (ICR) resources, which shall be based on projected revenue equivalent to 90% of the average ICR obtained in the three years immediately preceding the year in which the program-budget is adopted, and that the General Assembly shall also adopt the ICR budget;

That the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund lacks sufficient resources to finance any expenditures in excess of the total income received during the current fiscal year; and

That further work remains to be carried out on streamlining mandates, developing a strategic vision for the organization, and implementing the business modernization initiative currently being considered by the member states,

RESOLVES:

1. To assess the quotas through which the member states will finance the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2014 and the assessments for income tax reimbursements in keeping with the methods adopted in resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and AG/RES. 41 (I-O/71), respectively, using the scale and amounts that appear in Annex A, Regular Fund Quota Assessments for 2014.

2. To set the overall budget level of the 2014 Regular Fund program-budget at $82,978,200 and to finance it as follows:

a. Net contributions of member states in the form of quota payments to the Regular Fund totaling $80,552,200, computed as follows:

i. Total gross assessments of $81,105,400 apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07).

ii. A reduction of US$553,200 in prompt payment discounts accredited pursuant to the measures to encourage the prompt payment of quotas adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00) as amended by AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1.

b. Contribution of US$126,000 from FEMCIDI to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which contribution, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, will be up to 15% of the net amount approved in 2013 for execution in 2014;

c. Income of US$1,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support of the trust funds and specific funds; and

d. Other income of US$800,000 for interest and refunds, inter alia.

3. To set the overall expenditure ceiling of the Indirect Cost Recovery Fund account to US$5,250,000, which excludes the transfer of US$1,500,000 to the Regular Fund as established in paragraph 2.c above in accordance with the General Standards, provided that said amount is actually collected.

4. To request that the Secretary General, in preparing the proposed program-budget for 2014, reflect a proportional across-the-board impact among the budgetary chapters and sub-programs of the absorption of the statutory increases in personnel compensation and reduction of total income compared to the previous budgetary period.

[image: image2.emf]Assessed Quota  Tax 

Member States Percentage Assessment Reimbursement Credits Total

Antigua and Barbuda 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Argentina 2.408% 1,964,300 1,964,300

Bahamas 0.062% 50,600 50,600

Barbados 0.045% 36,700 12,000 48,700

Belize 0.022% 17,900 537 17,363

Bolivia 0.049% 40,000 40,000

Brazil 9.941% 8,109,400 8,109,400

Canada 11.972% 9,766,100 292,983 9,473,117

Chile 1.189% 969,900 29,097 940,803

Colombia 1.049% 855,700 17,114 838,586

Costa Rica 0.221% 180,300 3,606 176,694

Dominica 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Dominican Republic 0.257% 209,600 209,600

Ecuador 0.258% 210,500 2,105 208,395

El Salvador 0.114% 93,000 93,000

Grenada 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Guatemala 0.168% 137,000 2,749 134,251

Guyana 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Haiti 0.034% 27,700 27,700

Honduras 0.051% 41,600 41,600

Jamaica 0.093% 75,900 75,900

Mexico 8.281% 6,755,200 202,656 6,552,544

Nicaragua 0.034% 27,700 277 27,423

Panama 0.158% 128,900 128,900

Paraguay 0.093% 75,900 1,528 74,372

Peru 0.688% 561,200 561,200

Saint Kitts and Nevis 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Saint Lucia 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0.022% 17,900 17,900

Suriname 0.034% 27,700 554 27,146

Trinidad and Tobago 0.180% 146,800 146,800

United States 59.470% 48,512,700 6,300,000 b 54,812,700

Uruguay 0.214% 174,600 174,600

Venezuela 2.186% 1,783,200 1,783,200

Subtotal 99.425% 81,105,400 6,312,000 553,206 86,864,194

Cuba         c 0.575% 469,100 469,100

TOTAL 100.000% 81,574,500 6,312,000 553,206 87,333,294

a. Represents 1% of 2013 quota assessment if full payment of 2013 quota was received by March 30, 2013,  plus 2% of any payment 

     received before February 28, 2013 and 3% if received by January 31, 2013.

b. The amount shown is estimated and may differ from the actual amount billed. 

c. Shown only to establish the percentage corresponding to each member state.

QUOTA ASSESSMENTS FOR 2014
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Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala

“FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY AGAINST

THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM IN THE AMERICAS”
(Considered by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting held on May 24, 2013)

DRAFT DECLARATION OF ANTIGUA GUATEMALA

“FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY AGAINST

THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM IN THE AMERICAS”

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) gathered in Antigua, Guatemala, at the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly;

RECOGNIZING that the world drug problem, including its political, economic, social and environmental costs, has become an increasingly complex, dynamic, and multicausal challenge that creates negative effects on health, social relations, citizen security, and on the integrity of democratic institutions, public policies, development, and economic activities and that, under the principle of common and shared responsibility, which requires a comprehensive, balanced, multidisciplinary approach, built on a framework of full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

MINDFUL of the complexity of the world drug problem and that addressing it must take into account the different realities of member states;

RECALLING that General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2556 (XL-O/10) y AG/RES. 2621 (XLI-O/11) endorsed the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its 2011-2015 Plan of Action on Drugs which reflect significant updates and reforms from earlier documents and serve as the foundation of and guide for our joint Hemispheric drug control efforts;
DEEPLY MOVED by the large number of human lives lost and cut short, as well as the great suffering caused by the world drug problem;

REITERATING the need to cooperate through a comprehensive approach, based on scientific evidence and experience, taking into account the needs and realties of each country in order to more efficiently and effectively face the challenges, threats, risks and vulnerabilities generated by the world drug problem;
RECOGNIZING that efforts and progress made at the national, subregional and hemispheric levels to address the world drug problem continue to be challenged by persistent illicit channels of production, distribution, and trafficking of drugs that are dominated by transnational and local criminal organizations and that tend to replicate and focus on each country to varying degrees; 

CONVINCED that policies to reduce illicit drug demand should focus on the welfare of individuals and their environments, so that from a multisectoral and multidisciplinary approach and using available scientific evidence and best practices, be based on approaches to mitigate the negative impact of drug abuse, reinforce the social fabric, and strengthen justice, human rights, health, development, social inclusion, citizen security, and the collective well-being; 


REITERATING the need to strengthen State institutions and its public policies and strategies, particularly those related to education, health, and citizen security, in order to enhance prevention of drug abuse, violence and related crimes, with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

REITERATING also the importance of greater allocation of public and private resources for the implementation of prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration programs for the most vulnerable populations; 


REITERATING further the importance of participation by civil society in addressing the world drug problem, including the design, execution, and evaluation of public policies, based on their experience and knowledge;

MINDFUL of the need to reduce crime and violence associated with the activities of criminal organizations involved in illicit drug trafficking and related crimes, strengthening the role of the State as a guarantor of peace;

RECOGNIZING that women and minors may be victims of exploitation by illicit drug trafficking networks, posing harm to families and society at large;


CONCERNED because the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials have become factors that feed and strengthen organized criminal groups that engage in illicit drug trafficking;

RECOGNIZING that money laundering and corruption related to illicit drug trafficking activities impact the rule of law, democratic institutions and governance, and can distort the operation of economies;

CONCERNED ALSO at the prevalence of drugs and their abuse in the Americas;
RECOGNIZING that regulatory measures to prevent diversion of chemical substances and precursors used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic and psychotropic substances represent an important critical tool against illicit drug trafficking; 


RECOGNIZING that the experiences and new approaches that different governments and societies have developed in relation to the world drug problem may provide global lessons for the evolution of current policies on drugs, given that they consider human beings, their environments, social integration and human dignity, using criteria for mitigating negative effects of drug abuse,  and taking into account the principles set forth in the international instruments in force, including the three United Nations drug control conventions and international human rights instruments consistent with parties obligations; (ad referendum United States)

RECOGNIZING the role of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) as a consultative and advisory body of the OAS on the abuse and production of, and illicit trafficking in, drugs, as well as its contribution to promoting multilateral cooperation among member states and strengthening their capacity to address the world drug problem;


RECALLING the mandate of the Heads of State and Government, gathered in Cartagena, Colombia, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas,
/ to analyze the results of the current policy on drugs in the Americas and to explore new approaches to strengthen this struggle and to become more effective; 

TAKING NOTE of the report of the Secretary General of the OAS “The Drug Problem in the Americas” pursuant to the mandate given by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, 

DECLARE:

1.
That it is essential that the Hemisphere continue to advance in a coordinated manner in the search for effective solutions to the world drug problem with a comprehensive integrated, strengthened, balanced and multidisciplinary approach with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms that fully incorporates public health, education, and social inclusion, together with preventive actions to address transnational organized crime, and the strengthening of democratic institutions, as well as the promotion of local and national development.
2.
That they encourage the consideration of new approaches to the world drug problem in the Americas based on scientific knowledge and evidence.

3.
That it is necessary, based on the principle of common and shared responsibility, to bolster and promote hemispheric cooperation by mobilizing different resources to coordinate and strengthen a comprehensive, balanced and multidisciplinary approach that recognizes, inter alia, the different impacts and manifestations of the world drug problem in each country, allows the challenges, threats, risks, and vulnerabilities generated thereby to be effectively confronted, and includes mechanisms for the exchange of information and experiences among countries.


4.
The importance of fully implementing the three international drug control conventions (including the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971, and the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988), which constitute the framework of the international drug control system; as well as the importance of ratifying or acceding to, and implementing, as appropriate, the United Nations Convention against Corruption of 2003; the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime of 2000 and its three protocols: the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; and the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition; the Inter-American Convention against Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials (CIFTA); the Inter-American Convention against Corruption; and the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters.


5.
That they recognize the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as the only valid hemispheric tool for evaluating drug control policies in the countries that make up the inter-American system. 
5 bis.
[VEN+BOL+ECU+NIC: To reject any unilateral assessment of drug control policies in the Hemisphere;] [GUA+US+PAR+PAN+CA: propose eliminating this paragraph] [COL+CHI+ES: would support a consensus wording] [DR: proposes move to preambular section]

Alternative text to 5 bis. [HA: Recall that the evaluation of drug control policies must be a multilateral exercise]

6.
 That they encourage broad and open debate on the world drug problem so that all sectors of society participate and continue offering, as the case may be, their experience and knowledge of the different aspects of the phenomenon and thereby contribute to the strengthening of national strategies, as fundamental elements for the effectiveness of public policies.
7.
Their commitment to strengthen the capacity of their states and institutions by fostering professionalization and improving policies and mechanisms for coordination, oversight, and transparency, in order to deal with the threats associated with the world drug problem, as well as its causes and consequences. 

8.
That drug abuse is also a public health problem and, therefore, it is necessary to strengthen public health systems, particularly in the areas of prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation, and, at the same time, develop evidence-based national monitoring mechanisms that will enable us to identify current drug use trends, demand for and access to health services, and institutional capacities to respond to this phenomenon. 
9.
That drug policies must have a crosscutting human rights perspective consistent with the obligations of parties under international law, including the American Convention on Human Rights and other applicable human rights instruments, as well as the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, in order to promote and achieve, inter alia, the well-being of individuals, their social inclusion, access to justice and health. 

10.
That public policies to address the world drug problem must necessarily be designed and implemented with gender awareness, where appropriate.


11.
Their commitment to make greater efforts to effectively reduce demand for drugs.

12.
Their commitment to strengthen efforts at reducing the illicit supply of drugs.

13.
That to reduce the levels of violence associated with the world drug problem and related crimes it is essential to implement and strengthen more-effective measures to prevent the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives and related materials and their illicit diversion to organized criminal groups among other security measures. 

14. 
Their commitment, within the framework of each state’s domestic laws, to increase efforts to prevent, detect, and punish operations that launder the proceeds of criminal activities, particularly illicit drug trafficking and corruption, and to strengthen international cooperation to prevent those proceeds from entering into, transiting through, or egressing from our financial systems, and other asset-exchange activities as they can distort the operation of economies and affect other spheres of society.

15.
That they urge those countries that produce, export, import and transit chemical substances and precursors that are used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic and psychotropic substances to strengthen, in cooperation with the private sector, their measures for controlling production, distribution, and domestic and foreign sales of chemical substances and precursors, in order to prevent their diversion toward illicit activities, and to encourage international cooperation and strategic public-private partnerships. (ad referendum United States) 

16.
That they encourage member states, in the framework of international cooperation, to analyze, based on scientific knowledge and research, and share experiences, lessons learned and outcomes of, inter alia, their demand-reduction strategies and their impact on health, crime, the judicial system, and the prison population.
17.
That they encourage member states, in accordance with their domestic law, to continue strengthening measures and policies, including a gender perspective, as appropriate, to reduce overcrowding in prisons, while promoting  greater access to justice for all, and establishing penalties that are reasonable and proportionate to the severity of the crime, and supporting alternatives to incarceration in appropriate cases, particularly by increasing access to rehabilitation, comprehensive health care, and social reintegration programs; and, in that regard, they encourage member states to strive to incorporate the relevant provisions of the United Nations Standards and Norms into their practices. 

18.
That they encourage member states to consider, as part of their national policies, comprehensive and sustainable alternative development programs and measures—including, where appropriate, preventive alterative development—aimed at eliminating the factors that cause poverty, social exclusion, and environmental degradation in order to avert the involvement of vulnerable populations in activities connected with illicit drug production and trafficking. 

19.
[ES+GU+UR+HO+ME+CH+HA+EC+SL+GY+CR+CO+DR+VEN: To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special session of the General Assembly to be held in Guatemala in April 2014 to launch the process of dialogue for strengthening the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action 2016-2020. To that end, the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission is instructed to prepare, at its fifty-fourth regular session, input for that General Assembly session, taking into consideration, inter alia, the contents of this declaration, the general debate of the plenary, [ARG+NIC: the private dialogue of foreign ministers], [URU+HON+PAN: the Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas,] [ARG+NIC: the Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas,] and resolutions and mandates arising from the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly.]

[CR: move date forward]

[ARG: agrees if mention of the private dialogue and report is eliminated]

[US: supports discussions but not a special GA]

[PE: proposes that the dialogue continue in CICAD]

[CA: does not support a special GA and proposes that the dialogue continue in CICAD]

[PA: in favor of continued technical work in CICAD; to consult]

[SVG: could approve ad referendum]

Alternative text to 19. [CAN: To entrust the Permanent Council, after the necessary period of analysis of the “The Drug Problem in the Americas”, and with the goal of strengthening the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action 2016-2020, to determine a process to follow up on the report. Also, to entrust CICAD at its fifty-fourth regular session to prepare the necessary inputs for the follow-up.]

20.
To request the General Secretariat to support implementation of this Declaration, at the request of Member States, and subject to existing financial resources in the program budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	Article 60 of the Charter of the Organization of American States: There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall:  a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly. The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States. 


�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly;  … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   “For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added] that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added], the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.”


�.	Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly. The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly. The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.


�.	The Republic of Ecuador enters its express reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held from April 14 to 15, 2012, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate. 
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