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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The Permanent Council hereby submits to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-third regular session its Annual Report for the period from June 2012 to May 2013.

Under Article 12 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council has such permanent committees and working groups as it deems necessary to discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to address any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization submits to its attention.
/
In the period covered by this Report, the Permanent Council worked with the following committees and working groups:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas

Document AG/doc.5358/13 add. 1 contains the reports of the Permanent Council’s various committees and working groups on the outcome of their work during the 193 formal meetings and 54 informal meetings held in the period covered by this report. The breakdown of the meetings held, by Committee, is as follows:

	Committee, subcommittee, and working group
	Formal meetings
	Informal meetings

	
	
	

	General Committee
	10
	

	Informal Working Group of the General Committee to Review OAS Mandates
	5
	

	
	
	

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
	29
	3

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
	13
	

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	3
	6

	Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons
	27
	8

	Informal Working to Review CAJP Mandates
	8
	

	
	
	

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs
	20
	15

	Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2013
	9
	

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013
	6
	

	Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs
	14
	8

	
	
	

	Committee on Hemispheric Security
	28
	2

	Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime
	1
	5

	Informal Working Group of the CSH to Review Mandates
	
	4

	
	
	

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 
	8
	1

	Informal Working Group To Review CISC Mandates
	4
	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
	8
	2



Document AG/doc.5358/13 add. 2 contains the draft resolutions and declarations that the member states considered and approved during the preparations for forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  Document AG/doc. 5358/13 add. 3 contains those draft resolutions that were presented prior to the start of the forty-second regular session and on which the member states did not reach agreement and that, therefore, require further consultations. 

In an effort to reduce the production of bulky reports, this Annual Report includes electronic links to the various documents it references. 

June 4, 2013

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I

A. CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of Chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of Vice Chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.

2012

	Term
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	July - September
	Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie (Jamaica)
	Ambassador Diego Pary (Bolivia)

	October – December
	Ambassador Joel Hernández García

(Mexico)
	Ambassador Darío Paya

(Chile)


2013

	Term
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	January – March
	Ambassador Denis Moncada Colindres

(Nicaragua)
	Ambassador John E. Beale

(Barbados)

	April – June
	Ambassador Arturo Vallarino Bartuano

(Panama)
	Ambassador Elliston Rahming
(The Bahamas)
/


B. COMPETENCE


Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/


It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the Member States, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;

b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;

c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;

d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;

f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and

g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.

C. SECRETARIAT


The Assistant Secretary General of the Organization serves as Secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council and the Department of Conferences and Meetings.


Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order No. 08-01 Rev. 5, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are set forth below.  The full text can be accessed through the following hyperlink:  http://www.oas.org/legal/english/gensec/EXOR0801-REV5.htm.
Functions

1. Provides ongoing guidance and advice to the chairs and other elected officers of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, and the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies on the organization of work, the status of negotiations, the interpretation of rules of procedure and background information for member state representatives and relevant areas of the General Secretariat on matters presented for consideration.

2. Advises the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization.

3. Prepares reports, draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations on the topics to be considered at the meetings, as well as verbatim and summary minutes of the meetings themselves.

4. Ensures that the information on the Internet web pages of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General is kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.

5. Provides all services connected with the processing and issuance of all official documents of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs, ensuring that they are properly registered and classified, and that advance electronic copies are sent to the delegations and to pertinent General Secretariat staff and officials.

6. Supervises the preparation of documentation for meetings by:  (a) ensuring the consistency, quality, and standards of original texts; and (b) coordinating with the Language Services Section the processing of documentation and the scheduling of deadlines for the receipt of original documents and the dispatch of all language versions to member states.

7. Provides secretariat and support services to the chair of the Permanent Council.


8.
Coordinates, with the Department of Conferences and Meetings, the delivery of conference and secretariat services to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and the subsidiary organs.

CHAPTER II

A.
MEETINGS

In accordance with Article 12 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).

Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

Once approved, the minutes and verbatim transcriptions of the meetings of the Permanent Council can be accessed through the menu appearing in the following hyperlink: http://www.oas.org/consejo/minutes.asp .

1. Regular meetings

In accordance with Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold its regular meetings on the first and third Wednesday of each month. If it becomes necessary to move regular meetings ahead or postpone them, the Chair of the Council may indicate other dates.
As of the date of publication of this report, the Council had held a total of 25 regular meetings.


The statements of the delegations during regular meetings of the Permanent Council will be transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting. The Secretariat will furthermore record and publish the decisions reached at each meeting.
	2012

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 
/

	June 28, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1891/13

	August 1, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1861/12

	August 22, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1866/12

	September 6, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1867/12

	September 10, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1869/12

	September 18, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1871/12

	October 3, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1873/12

	October 17, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1875/12

	November 7, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1876/12

	November 28, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1881/12

	December 15, 2012
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1885/12

	December 19, 2012 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1890/12

	2013



	January 16, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1891/13

	February 6, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1894/13

	March 20, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1909/13

	March 25, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1910/13

	April 10, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1914/13

	April 17, 2013 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1915/13

	April 29, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1916/13

	May 1, 2013
	Regular meeting 
	CP/SA.1917/13

	May 8, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1918/13

	May 15, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1919/13

	May 22, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1920/13

	May 24, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1922/13

	May 28, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1923/13


2. Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of its Rules of Procedure, of the Permanent Council held the following four protocolary meetings as of the date of this report:

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No.10/ 

	July 24, 2012
	To commemorate the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/SA.1860/13

	October 12, 2012 
	In commemoration of the anniversary of the “Encounter of Two Worlds:  Discovery of America.”


	CP/SA.1874/12

	February 13, 2013
	To receive the Secretary-General of the United Nations, His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon
	CP/SA.1895/13

	April 5, 2013
	To receive His Excellency Luis Federico Franco Gómez, President of the Republic of Paraguay
	CP/SA.1911/13


The statements made by the delegations during the protocolary meetings of the Permanent Council are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.

3. Special meetings 

Under Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:

a.
The chair considers it necessary;

b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;

c.
The Secretary General expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or

d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council held a total of 35 special meetings.  As with the regular and protocolary meetings, the statements made by delegations are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting and the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions reached there.

	Date

	Purpose
	Record No.10/

	June 22, 2012 
	To consider and monitor developments in the Republic of Paraguay.


	CP/SA.1856/12

	June 26, 2012 
	To monitor the events occurring in the Republic of Paraguay.


	CP/SA.1857/12

	July 10, 2012
	To monitor the situation in the Republic of Paraguay and receive the report of the Secretary General 


	CP/SA.1859/12

	August 16, 2012
	To address the topic “Consideration of threats made by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the State of Ecuador and its diplomatic premises in that country”


	CP/SA.1862/12

	August 17, 2012
	To consider the draft resolution presented by the Permanent Mission of Ecuador “Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs ‘to address the threats by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the state of Ecuador and its diplomatic premises in that country’”


	CP/SA.1863/12

	August 20, 2012
	On the convocation of the Twenty-Seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.


	CP/SA.1864/12

	August 22, 2012
	To continue consideration of the situation in the Republic of Paraguay.


	CP/SA.1865/12

	September 24, 2012
	Presentation by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Emilio Álvarez Icaza


	CP/SA.1872/12

	November 7, 2012
	Dialogue of the OAS member states with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to receive, consider, and discuss the response of the IACHR to the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.
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	CP/SA 1877/12

	November 8, 2012 
	To reflect on the Organization of American States: Its Achievements, Purpose, and Future. 
Presentation on the role of the OAS in promoting democracy and human rights, Ambassador Carlos Portales, Director of the International Organizations Program, The American University

	CP/SA.1878/12

	November 26, 2012
	Presentation, discussion, and examination of proposals and input received/ on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.


	CP/SA.1880/12

	November 30, 2012
	Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on requests from civil society organizations to participate in the meetings of the Permanent Council to be held on December 7, 2012.

	CP/SA.1883/12

	December 5, 2012 
	Presentation, discussion, and examination of proposals and input recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.


	CP/SA.1886/12

	December 7, 2012
	Dialogue between civil society organizations and other actors and users of the system and member states on proposals received for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.


	CP/SA.1887/12

	December 7, 2012
	Dialogue between civil society organizations and other actors and users of the system and member states on proposals received for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.


	CP/SA.1888/12

	December 11, 2012
	Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Diego García Sayán, on the Court’s financial needs

Presentation by the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), Roberto Cuéllar, on human rights education in the Americas


	CP/SA 1889/12

	January 30, 2013
	Consideration of the “Draft schedule of meetings for stages III and IV of the work plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), ‘Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System’ and methodology for the discussions in the third stage.” 
	CP/SA.1892/13

	
	
	

	February 5, 2013
	Adoption of the “Draft schedule of meetings for stages III and IV of the work plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), ‘Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.’“
	CP/SA.1893/13

	
	
	

	February 13, 2013
	Consideration of the Permanent Council draft resolution titled “Convocation of the Meeting of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons to be held in San Salvador, El Salvador.” 


	CP/SA.1896/13

	February 15, 2013 
	Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Dr. José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez
	CP/SA.1897/13

	
	
	

	February 25, 2013
	Preparations for the special meeting of the Permanent Council of March 6, 2013, to conduct a dialogue with civil society organizations and other actors or users of the inter-American human rights system
	CP/SA.1902/13

	
	
	

	March 1, 2013 
	Preparations for the special meeting of the Permanent Council of March 6, 2013, to conduct a dialogue with civil society organizations and other actors or users of the inter-American human rights system
	CP/SA.1903/13

	
	
	

	March 7, 2013 
	Presentations by civil society organizations and other actors or users of the inter-American human rights system, containing their considerations and proposals for strengthening the inter-American human rights system

Presentation of a video message from the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), Dr. Roberto Cuéllar entitled “The Social Dimension of Human Rights Promotion:  Outlook and Challenges Facing the New Inter-American Reality”
	CP/SA.1904/13

	
	
	

	March 8, 2013 
	Dialogue of the member states with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
	CP/SA.1905/13

	
	
	

	March 13, 2013
	Continued discussions on the “Draft Report on Proposals to the General Assembly “ CP/doc.4813/12 rev. 1

Negotiation of the draft resolution of the forty-fourth special session of the OAS General Assembly. CP/doc.4835/13 rev. 1
	CP/SA.1906/13

	
	
	

	March 19, 2013 
	Consideration of the draft resolution of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4845/13 corr. 1)
	CP/SA.1908/13

	
	
	


4. Joint meetings with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

As of the date of publication of this report, a total of four joint meetings of the Permanent Council and CIDI had been held. The statements and observations of the delegations appear in each meeting’s minutes.  The Secretariat records and publishes all decisions taken at those meetings.

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 10//

	September 6, 2012
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA.1868/12


	November 18, 2012 
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA.1870/12


	November 28, 2012
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA.1882/12


	May 24, 2013
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA.1921/12


b.
TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
During the period covered by this report, the Permanent Council carried out preparations for the Twenty-seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, held on August 24, 2012, at General Secretariat headquarters. The meeting was convened “to discuss the situation between Ecuador and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland regarding the inviolability of the diplomatic premises of Ecuador in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in accordance with international law.”
The Meeting of Consultation adopted the following resolution:
RC.27/RES.1/12 rev. 3
Resolution of the Twenty-seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
C.
FOLLOW-UP OF THE MANDATES FROM THE FORTY-SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1. Distribution of mandates


One of the first activities undertaken by the Permanent Council following the regular session of the General Assembly is the assignment of the mandates produced by the General Assembly to the various bodies of the Permanent Council, to CIDI, and to the General Secretariat.  In this regard, the Permanent Council issued and approved CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 2 – “Distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its Fortieth-Second Regular Session–Continued Mandates from previous years,” approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of August 22, 2012, and revised during the meeting held on April 17, 2012.

At its forty-second regular session, the General Assembly issued specific mandates for the Permanent Council, which appear in the following resolutions: 

	CLASSIFICATION AND TITLE


	MANDATE

	AG/RES. 2705 (XLII-O/12)

Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter 


	8. 
To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue among these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the fields of civil registry; cooperation and legislative and electoral-technology modernization; decentralization and local governments; public administration and transparency; community participation; capacity-building for youth and children on democratic values and practices; information and communications technologies (ICTs); and e-government. 

9. 
To request the General Secretariat and member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues relating to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars. 

11. 
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, taking into account all the topics addressed and discussions contained in the Final Report (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3) approved on December 14, 2011. 



	AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12)

Follow-Up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System


	2.
To instruct the Permanent Council, on the basis of the report, to draw up proposals for its application in dialogue with all the parties involved.

3.
Within a period of six months or no later than the first quarter of 2013, said proposals will be presented for the consideration of a special session of the General Assembly. 



	AG/RES. 2757 (XLII-O/12)

Excessive Volatility of Commodity Prices and Its Consequences for Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Americas 


	

	Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States 

Observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the organs, agencies and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the Charter of the OAS)
/
a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

b. General Secretariat


	The Permanent Council shall also: (f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary. 

	AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12)

Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region


	3.
To instruct the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to conclude negotiations on a draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. 

4.
To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to prepare the proposed draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of the preambular and operative sections of the Social Charter of the Americas and taking into account the existing mandates related to its structure, with a view to its presentation to the member states for consideration no later than August 31, 2012. 

5.
To adopt the provisions and regulations established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary organs, so as to enable the Joint Working Group to operate and elect its officers. 

6.
To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of the work of the Joint Working Group to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption. 




2. Follow-up of the recommendations contained in the “Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System [(AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12)]

The resolution “Follow-Up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” [AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12)], adopted on June 5 by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, meeting in Cochabamba, Plurinational State of Bolivia, gave the Permanent Council instructed the Permanent Council to make proposals for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system (IAHRS). 

The following activities were carried out, pursuant to the mandate in this resolution:

· On September 10, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted document CP/doc.4787/12 rev. 4 corr. 1, which contains the work plan for implementation of the Cochabamba General Assembly resolution. 

· On March 22, 2013, in the framework of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, the Chair of the Permanent Council reported to General Assembly on the implementation of the decisions adopted in the aforesaid work plan, as follows:

i. The deliberations were held in the Permanent Council through formal and informal meetings, and the process was open and all the stakeholders and users of the inter-American human rights system took part – that is, the member states, the IACHR, the General Secretariat, civil society (including the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Juridical Committee
/.

ii. With respect to the work plan and schedule, the activities programmed for the three stages of the process were carried out.

· Stage One was carried out from September 1 to October 31, 2012.  In this Stage, the Permanent Council, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, extended an invitation to all stakeholders of the IAHRS to submit in writing proposals for implementing the recommendations of the Working Group.  Proposals were received from 17 member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the OAS Secretary General, and 15 civil society organizations.

· Stage Two took place from November 1 through December 31, 2012, under the stewardship of the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández. A Schedule was adopted for this Stage, during which the Permanent Council held four (4) meetings at which member states examined and discussed the proposals for applying the recommendations contained in the seven (7) chapters of the Report of the Special Working Group that were received during the first stage.

The purpose of one of the four meetings, that of November 7, 2012, was to hold a dialogue with the IACHR on this process. At another meeting, that of December 11, 2012, a discussion was held with the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and we heard a videotaped message from the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.


Similarly, on December 7, 2012, the Permanent Council held two special meetings in which civil society organizations and other actors or users of the inter-American human rights system were invited to comment on the proposals for applying the recommendations. 

The Chair of the Permanent Council concluded this stage with the publication of a "Proposed Draft Resolution for the Special Session of the General Assembly and Appendix: Measures for Implementing the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (CP/doc.4813/122 rev. 1)

· The third and fourth stages of this process took place between January 1 and March 22, 2013, under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS, Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindres, and in keeping with the schedule set out in document CP/doc.4815/13 rev. 3.  During this stage, the Permanent Council held 13 special meetings at which member states used as their base document the one presented by Mexico as the previous chair of the Council (Proposed draft resolution and appendix), document CP/doc.4813/12 rev. 1., seeking to come up with consensus language to facilitate agreement on proposals for applying the Working Group's recommendations, and this was accomplished. 

On March 7, 2013, the Permanent Council held a special meeting that brought together civil society and other actors or users of the IAHRS, based on which it published a "Compendium of Presentations and Videos" containing 19 presentations by civil society organizations (CP/INF.6665/13 rev.1)

On March 8, 2013, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to conduct a dialogue with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the activities and final documents of this process. The address by the President of the IACHR was received as document CP/INF.6670/13.

To facilitate negotiations by the member states, the Chair of the Permanent Council drew up and distributed proposed recommendations for implementing the decisions made by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session. The member states had the opportunity to consider only one of the eight negotiation documents distributed. As it was felt that there would not be sufficient time to finish reviewing them and with a view to complying with the mandate issued in the resolution on the inter-American human rights system, the Chair of the Council submitted a draft resolution, on March 6, 2013, for consideration by the delegations. envisaged that the IACHR will implement IACHR-compatible recommendations; will prepare draft amendments to the American Convention on Human Rights; and will take into account "other measures proposed by the states," including the issue of the headquarters of the IACHR.

On March 13, 2013, the Chair made a number of changes and amendments to the draft resolution, taking into account preliminary comments from delegations and incorporating paragraphs from the Declaration of Guayaquil, adopted at the First Conference of States Parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, held on March 11, 2013 (CP/doc.4835/13 rev.1). This draft addressed matters related to human rights promotion, the special status of all the Rapporteurships, and funding them equitably, based on untied voluntary contributions that were not earmarked.

Also on March 13, the Permanent Council decided to transfer the task of preparing the draft resolution for the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly to a Permanent Council working group, for which the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández, was appointed chair, and the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Walter Jorge Albán, vice chair.  The Working Group met on three occasions and concluded its work with the presentation of a draft resolution, document CP/doc.4845/13, to the Permanent Council for consideration, on March 19, 2013. A revised version of the aforementioned draft, amended by the delegations, document CP/doc.4845/13 rev. 1, was distributed on March 20, 2013.

3. Holding of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
On February 6, 2013, the Permanent Council established the date and place of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly CP/RES. 1009 (1984/13).



The General Assembly held its forty-fourth special session in Washington, D.C., on March 22, 2013. At its plenary session, the member states adopted the resolution “Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) corr. 1.

4.
Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action
At its forty-second regular session, the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas by resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12), and instructed the Joint Working Group to conclude “negotiations on a Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.”
During the period in question, the Joint Working Group was installed by the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on September 6, 2012. On that date, Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) was elected as the Group’s chair. Subsequently, at its meeting held on November 13, 2012, the Joint Working Group elected Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS, as its vice chair.
The Joint Working Group adopted a draft work plan, document GTC/CASA/doc.195/12 rev. 1, and a methodology for meetings to negotiate the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.203/12 rev. 1. The Group also agreed to use as a basis for negotiations the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12, which sets forth objectives and strategic lines of action for all aspects of social policy and includes as requisite conditions a series of topics envisaged in the Social Charter of the Americas. The Working Group has begun its consideration of Chapter I of the Proposed Plan of Action and of areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II.
The Working Group benefitted from the participation of representatives of agencies (UNDP, ECLAC, PAHO, the IDB, the ILO, and the World Bank), who expressed comments on the status of social goals in the Americas, the main hemispheric challenges in light of the matters addressed in the Social Charter, and their proposals for furthering the social goals of the Americas.

The Group also considered the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3, which, with the approval of the Permanent Council, was to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session. Its adoption by the General Assembly would make it possible to extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI so that it might conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. 

D. VISITS TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
At a protocolary meeting in February 2013, the Council received the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon and on April 5, 2013 it received the President of the Republic of Paraguay, Mr. Federico Franco.  In addition, at both special and regular meetings, it received a number of well-known figures, including, in chronological order: Dr. Raúl Cuero, President of the International Park of Creativity for Young Inventors; Thelma Esperanza Aldana Hernández, President of the Supreme Court of Guatemala; Marvin Aguilar García, Vice President of the Supreme Court of Nicaragua; Hernán De León Batista, a justice on the Supreme Court of Panama; César Gaviria, former President of Colombia and Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Mexico; Juan Camilo Restrepo, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of Colombia; Michael Harvey; Ambassador Richard Bernal; Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi; Ambassador Carlos Portales; Patricia Perez, President of the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS; Glenn F. Phillip, Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sports, Information Technology, Telecommunications and Posts of Saint Kitts and Nevis; Hebert Tassano, Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Institute for the Defense of Competition and Intellectual Property Protection of Peru (INDECOPI); Diego García Sayán, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; Roberto Cuéllar, Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights; Lázaro Cárdenas Batel, Chief of the OAS Electoral Accompaniment Mission in Nicaragua; Mirta Roses Periago, Director of the Pan American Health Organization; José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, Minister of Foreign Affairs and External Trade of Guyana; and Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala; and the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, Mr. José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil. Participating in the special meetings of the Council held on efforts to implement the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLIII-O/12) were representatives of more than 50 civil society organizations and other actors interested in strengthening the Inter-American Commission and the inter-American human rights system.
E. SUMMARIES OF THE REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND OF ITS JOINT MEETINGS WITH THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI) 

1. Summaries of regular meetings: 
The following is a general overview of the many topics taken up by the Permanent Council:

· June 28, 2012 (CP/SA 1858/12). The Council received the report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising from the General Assembly, which had been entrusted to the Committee in order to follow up on the “Strategic Vision of the OAS.” Details were given on the process of carrying out that task for the mandates adopted over the previous five years.
Reference was made to resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” which instructed the Permanent Council to draw up proposals to determine how to apply the recommendations set out in the report of the Working Group contained in document AG/doc.5310/12.  That resolution also provided that the proposals shall be drawn up by the Permanent Council in dialogue with all the parties involved and presented for the consideration of a special session of the General Assembly to be held within a period of six months (after the adoption of the resolution – June 2012) or no later than the first quarter of 2013.

· August 1, 2012 (CP/SA.1861/12). The Permanent Council welcomed the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, who had presented his letters of credence on July 18, 2012.


The Permanent Council also welcomed Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, who had presented his letters of credence on July 20, 2012. 


The Council received an oral report presented by the Chief of the OAS Electoral Mission in The Bahamas, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez.

The following permanent commissions were installed: the General Committee, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities. 

The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, presented a report on the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly. The report contained statistical data on the number of participants, the number of mandates adopted, and progress made in implementing the Go Green Policy.
· August 22, 2012 (CP/SA.1866/12). The Permanent Council proceeded, in accordance with Article 29.a of its Rules of Procedure, to elect the chairs of the permanent committees. However, it did not elect the officers of the General Committee—who are the same as those of the Permanent Council—or the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which is currently held by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, who chairs the Summits of the Americas process.
It considered the proposed distribution of mandates issued by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session and other sessions, document CP/doc.4793/12.

It also considered the proposed program-budget of the Organization for 2013, document CP/doc.4795/12.

· September 6, 2012 (CP/SA.1867/12). The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, was elected Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

The Council continued its consideration of the work plan and methodology for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the recommendations of the "Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.”

The Council heard the oral report of the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Dominican Republic, Mr. Tabaré Vázquez.

· September 10, 2012 (CP SA.1869/12). The Council continued to address the work plan and methodology for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the recommendations of the "Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.”
· September 18, 2012 (CP/SA .1871/12). The Council’s deliberations focused on the proposed program-budget of the Organization for 2013.

· October 3, 2012 (CP/SA.1873/12). The Council heard presentations on the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program and on the Project to Support Establishment of Judicial Facilitators Services in Central America, through the Judicial Facilitators Program.

The Bicentenary of the Constitution of Cádiz – “Constitutional Seed of Latin America” – was commemorated. The historical and legal significance of that Constitution to Spanish America was underscored as one of the foundations of the struggle for independence and as the seed of its constitutional life.
· October 17, 2012 (CP/SA.1875/12). The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 1006 (1875/12) on the date and place of the forty-third special session of the General Assembly, which had been convened through resolution AG/RES. 1 (LXII-E/11), for consideration and approval of the 2013 program-budget of the Organization.
It also adopted resolution CP/RES. 1007 (1875/12), “Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary Since the First OAS Electoral Observation Mission.”
The Permanent Observer of Italy, Ambassador Sebastiano Fulci, made a presentation on the commemoration of the quincentenary of the death of the navigator and explorer Amerigo Vespucci.
· November 7, 2012 (CP/SA.1876/12). The Council elected Wilson Vallejo Bazante to the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

The Council installed the Style Committee for the forty-third special session of the General Assembly with the delegations of Brazil, the United States, Haiti, and Chile.


The Council heard the oral report of the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Mexico, Mr. César Gaviria.

· November 28, 2012 (CP/SA.1881/12). A presentation was made on the topic “Leadership, Women, Peace, and AIDS” by Ms. Patricia Perez, Chair of the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS.

The Council considered the matter of participation of civil society organizations in the Permanent Council meetings to be held on December 7, 2012 as part of the second stage of the work plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.”
· December 5, 2012 (CP/SA 1885/12). The chairs of the permanent committees of the Permanent Council and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development commented on progress made in the proposed prioritization of OAS mandates (CP/doc.4810/12); (CP/CAJP-3119/12 rev. 1); (CP/CSH-1448/12 rev. 1); (CP/CSIC-655/12); (CP/GT/RVPP-178/12).
The Council heard a presentation on the operations of the Consumer Safety and Health Network in the Americas, by the Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Institute for the Defense of Competition and Intellectual Property Protection of Peru (INDECOPI) and member of the Network's Technical Advisory Group, Hebert Tassano.
· December 19, 2012 (CP/SA 1890/12). The Council received the report of the chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime and adopted a resolution establishing the place and date of said event.

The Council considered and adopted the document “Strategic Vision of the OAS. Amendment to the Procedure and Schedule," document CP/doc.4812/12, through which changes would be made to the procedure and schedule for prioritizing OAS mandates.


The Council heard the oral report of the Chief of the OAS Electoral Support Mission to Nicaragua, Mr. Lázaro Cárdenas Batel.

· January 16, 2013 (CP/SA.1891/13). The Council received the report of the chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on applications from civil society organizations to be included on the OAS’ official register and on those that should be removed from the list, document CP/CISC-649/12.
The schedule of meetings was approved for the third and fourth stages of the Work Plan on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) “Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.” (CP/doc.4815/13).
The Council elected Carlos Pólit Faggioni a member of the Board of External Auditors.

The Council commemorated the bicentenary of the birth of Juan Pablo Duarte, January 26, 2013.

The Permanent Council bade farewell to Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). 

· February 6, 2013 (CP/SA.1894/13, Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Acting Director of the General Secretariat’s Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, presented the report on the Electoral Observation Mission to Honduras on behalf of Mission Chief Enrique Correa. The mission was carried out on November 18, 2012, during the primary elections to choose the candidates for president and presidential designates, candidates for principal and alternate deputies; candidate and alternates for the National Congress; and candidates for mayors and deputy mayors.

The Secretary General presented a report on his visits away from Organization headquarters in January to February 2013.
The Permanent Council considered and adopted the draft resolution titled “Place and Date of the Forty-fourth Special Session of the General Assembly” [document CP/RES. 1009 (1894/13)], scheduling it for March 22, 2013, at the headquarters of the Organization’s General Secretariat. 
The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Martín Sannemann, presented an advance report on the preparations of the electoral authorities in his country for the general elections slated for April 21, 2013.

Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, made a presentation on his country’s preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The presentation included a promotional video on his country. The Permanent Representative of Belize, Ambassador Néstor Mendez, raised a point of order to voice his delegation’s protest about the map of Guatemala used in the video, which included territory in dispute between his country and Guatemala. The Permanent Representative of Guatemala stated that the map in the video marked the area of disputed territory with a dotted line, recognizing the situation alluded to by the Permanent Representative de Belize. 

The Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 1010 (1894/13), “Change of Date of the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which the CIFTA Refers” authorizing the meeting to be held on March 5, 2013, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat. 

· March 20, 2013 (CP/SA. 1909/13). Sofia Acselrad, Clerk, and Gabriela Pastorino, Assistant Clerk, both to the Supreme Court of Justice of the Argentine Nation, presented the best practices implemented especially for the incorporation of the gender perspective in the area of human rights.
Louise Lutgens, Vice President, Community and Cultural Affairs, Organizing Committee of the Toronto 2015 Pan American Games, and Iris Nemani, Principal Producer, Arts and Culture, Organizing Committee of the Toronto 2015 Pan American Games, gave a wide-ranging presentation on the preparations they were making for the Games and on the arts and culture program to be implemented during the Games in July and August 2015.

The Inspector General of the OAS, Martín Gouzden, presented the reports for 2010, 2011, and 2012; the plan of activities for 2013 and 2014; and the changes implemented in the process and procedures of the Office of the Inspector General.

The Permanent Council, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, constituted the Style Committee of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly. It consisted of the delegations of Brazil, Ecuador, the United States, and Haiti.

Ambassador Joaquín Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, on the occasion of the thirty-third anniversary of the martyrdom of Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero, offered his reflections on Monsignor Romero’s life and work dedicated to the defense of human rights and social justice.

· March 25, 2013 (CP/SA.1910/13). The Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Allan Culham, presented proposals by the delegation of Canada for modernizing the management of the OAS.  The aim of a management modernization strategy was to lay the groundwork for reforming the management of operations, based on three fundamental principles:  delivery of results, improved efficiency and effectiveness, and increased accountability.
The Permanent Council considered a proposed methodology for presenting and negotiating draft resolutions, in order to organize and optimize the preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The Council postponed a decision on the proposal.

The Permanent Council considered and adopted a proposal to extend the deadline for its own committees and the CIDI committees to conclude their work on OAS mandate prioritization.

· April 10, 2013 (CP/SA.1914/13). The Minister of Justice and Public Safety of El Salvador, General David Mungía Payés, spoke about the decline in violence in his country. Explaining how the process and strategy had been implemented, he stated that the results had been very positive. He commented at length on the work of the Technical Coordinating Committee for the Process of Violence Reduction in El Salvador and the activities to foster social peace in his country.
The Permanent Council celebrated International Francophone Day to recognize the diversity and important cultural heritage of the French-speaking nations, as well as the growing cooperation between the International Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF) and the OAS.

The Permanent Council adopted draft resolution CP/RES. 1013 (1914/13), “Change of Date of the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which the CIFTA Refers,” which established that the meeting would be held on April 24, 2013, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat.

· April 17, 2013 (CP/SA.1915/13). The Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, introduced the second presentation of the document “Strategic Vision of the OAS,” document CP/doc.4673/11 rev. 1, which, he said, complemented the earlier version, with special attention given to political aspects. 
Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, Alternate Representative of Panama, presented the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the applications of civil society organizations, document CP/CISC-679/13, and its recommendation on their requests to be included on the OAS register.

The Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 1015 (1915/13), authorizing the Secretary General, pursuant to Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to invite specialized organizations associated with the United Nations and other international organizations, as well as inter-American governmental organizations of a regional or subregional nature, to send observers to represent them at the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, and, pursuant to Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to extend the pertinent invitations to civil society organizations, workers’ organizations, the private sector, and other international organizations, to attend the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly as special guests. The adopted resolution was subsequently published as a document.  In addition, the Council decided that it would consider requests from civil society organizations that were not registered with the OAS but met the requirements under Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and that wished to attend the General Assembly session, provided that they met the deadline for the presentation of requests.

The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana, made a presentation on the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.
Ambassador Bayney Karran also reported on the deliberations in the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding the mandate issued in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) and the proposed methodology, contained in document CP/CSH-1485/13 rev. 1, for the dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.
The Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, commented on the footnote that his country had introduced in General Assembly resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIV-E/13), “Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” adopted by the General Assembly on March 22, 2013. The Permanent Council proposed that an item on the use of footnotes be included on the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

Ambassador Gillian Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada, presented the report on the Retirement and Pension Committee.

The Permanent Council revised the document on the distribution of mandates, document CP/doc. 4793/12 rev. 1, reassigning the follow-up of resolution AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12) to the General Committee of the Permanent Council and instructing said committee to consider the proposal Brazil presented on the matter this year.
The Permanent Council bade farewell to the Permanent Representative of Grenada, Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, who was completing her posting to the OAS.  
The Permanent Council paid homage to Ronald Scheman, a former OAS staff member who died on April 1, 2013.
· April 29, 2013 (CP/SA.1916/13).The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, Mr. José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil, addressed the members of the Permanent Council.
· May 1, 2013 (CP/SA.1917/13). The Permanent Council held a forum with the candidates nominated by the governments of their respective countries to fill the three (3) vacancies on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) that will occur at the end of December 2013.
The Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Víctor Villalobos, presented the report on IICA’s activities in 2012, published as document CP/doc.4833/13.
The Permanent Council initiated the dialogue on the effectiveness of the application of the Declaration on Security in the Americas and listened to a presentation by Ambassador José Antonio Zabalgoitia, Director General of American Regional Organizations of Mexico’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Council received the report of the chairs of the Permanent Committees of the Council and CIDI on the prioritization of OAS mandates.
· May 8, 2013 (CP/SA.1918/13). Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), presented the “Integrated Real Property Strategy,” document CP/CAAP-3211/13 rev. 3, and the CAAP report on the strategy, document CP/CAAP-3235/13.
The Secretariat presented the report on the invitations to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly extended to civil society organizations not registered with the OAS that, as stipulated in Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, require the authorization of the Permanent Council.
The Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Allan Culham, spoke about the progress reports presented to the Permanent Council on May 1, 2013, by the chairs of the working groups charged with reviewing the OAS’ mandates in each of the permanent committees of the Council and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and about the proposal made on that occasion to continue with the work to set priorities for the current mandates.
· May 15, 2013 (CP/SA.1919/13). Mr. Rafael Alburquerque, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, presented the report on the mission carried out during the Republic of Ecuador’s general election of February 17, 2013.
Mr. Kevin Casas, Secretary for Political Affairs, presented, on behalf of the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, former president Óscar Arias, the report on the OAS’s mission during the Republic of Paraguay’s general election of April 21, 2013.

Mr. James Millette, Chair of the Board of External Auditors, presented the Board’s report for the year 2012 and the recommendations contained therein. The Council took note of the report and recommended that the Preparatory Committee allow the inclusion of a presentation by the Chair of the Board of External Auditors to the plenary of the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session. 
Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), presented the following draft resolutions: (i) Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance; (ii) Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance; (iii) Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP); (iv) Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA). The Council deferred its decision on those drafts. 
· May 22, 2013 (CP/SA 1920/13). Dr. Jon Andrus, Deputy Director of the Pan American Health Organization, presented the report on PAHO’s activities and achievements over the five-year period from 2008 to 2012. He also presented the general guidelines of the strategic plan for the 2014-2019 period.

Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), spoke about the work to validate OAS mandates carried out by the working groups specifically set up by the Permanent Council’s permanent committees and by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development in order to establish priorities for those mandates. Ambassador Culham gave a detailed presentation on the elements taken into consideration for the initial validation of the mandates and on the conclusions reached. The Permanent Council: (a) approved the efforts made by the working groups to validate the mandates and agreed that the inventory of mandates produced by that exercise will be used to set priorities for them and as the basis for subsequent updates; (b) approved the classification by topic for the purposes of the mandate prioritization exercise; (c) instructed the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, in conjunction with the General Secretariat, to present the Permanent Council with a study addressing the mandates prior to the period covered by the analysis.

Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the CAAP, presented the draft resolution “Progress towards Accountability, Efficiency and Effectiveness, and Results in the OAS General Secretariat,” which the Permanent Council agreed to convey, with the proposed modifications, to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), presented the following three draft resolutions agreed on by the CAJP for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly: (1) Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP); (ii) Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA); and (iii) Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas. 

The Permanent Council proceeded to elect, by acclamation, Mr. Andrés Scagliola as the substitute governmental member of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador.

Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the General Committee, presented the report on the activities of the General Committee during the 2012-2013 period and nine (9) draft resolutions considered by the Committee for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. The Council agreed to convey them to the General Assembly.

Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), presented the report on its activities over the 2012-2013 period and two (2) draft resolutions considered by the CISC for referral to the General Assembly. The Council agreed to convey them to the General Assembly.

· May 24, 2013 (CP/SA.1922/13), Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados and Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), presented CIDI’s annual report of activities and four draft resolutions for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, Permanent Representative of Panama, addressed the situation of the Technical Secretariat of the “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)” (SEDISCAP) and the actions taken by his country’s government in dealing with the topic of disabilities. 

· May 28, 2013 (CP/SA.1923/13). The Council received the Report of the Secretary General for the year 2012.

It also received the report of Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on the activities of that committee during the 2012-2013 period, document CP/CSH-1513/13, and the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” document CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 12, for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), presented the draft resolutions “Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” document (CP/CAJP-3167/13 rev. 3), and “Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance” (CP/CAJP-3167/13 rev. 3).
Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), presented the CAJP’s report of activities and twenty-three (23) draft resolutions considered by the CAJP for referral to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

The Permanent Council installed the Style Committee of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, made up of the delegations of Brazil, the United States, Guatemala, and Haiti. 

2.
Summaries of the joint meetings of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

· September 6, 2012 (CP/SA.1868/12). The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas was installed, and the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Walter Albán, was elected to serve as Chair of the Joint Working Group, with its mandate, pursuant to the instructions of the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12) “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” to be governed by the provisions and regulations established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary organs.
· September 18, 2012 (CP/SA.1870/12). The meeting heard a presentation by Dr. Carlos De Hart, Vice Minister for Business Development at Colombia’s Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Tourism, on the Sixth Americas Competitiveness Forum, to be held in Cali, Colombia, on October 24 to 26, 2012, with the theme “Promoting Innovation for Prosperity.” In addition, Ambassador Andrés González, Representative of Colombia, gave an introduction to the Forum and a presentation on the activities of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC).

· November 28, 2012 (CP/SA.1882/12). The meeting received the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the activities entrusted to the OAS by the Sixth Summit of the Americas.
· May 24, 2013 (CP/SA.1921/13). The meeting  received the report on activities of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas during the 2012-2013 period and the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3, which it was agreed to refer to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
3.
Electoral and referendum observation reports (2012-2013)
The Permanent Council received a total of seven reports on the results of electoral observation missions:
· August 1, 2012 (CP/SA.1861/12):  a verbal report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Bahamas by Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission for the general elections held on May 7, 2012’  
· September 6, 2012 (CP/SA.1867/12):  a report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Dominican Republic for the elections for president, vice president, and overseas congressional deputies, which were held on May 20, 2012, in the Dominican Republic.  The presentation was given by Kevin Casas, OAS Executive Secretary for Political Affairs, on behalf of Tabaré Vázquez, the Chief of the Mission.
· November 7, 2012 (CP/SA.1876/12):  a verbal report by the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, former President of Colombia César Gaviria, delivered the report of the Mission that was conducted by the OAS in Mexico during the July 1, 2012 elections for President, 128 Senators, 500 federal deputies, 579 local deputies, 873 mayors, 16 Heads of Delegation, Head of Government of the Federal District, and Governors of six states..
· December 19, 2012 (CP/SA.1890/12):  a verbal report by the Chief of the Electoral Support Mission, Lázaro Cárdenas Batel, conducted by the OAS for the municipal elections on November 4, 2012.
· February 6, 2013 (CP/SA.1894/13):  a report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Honduras on November 18, 2012, by Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Acting Director of the General Secretariat's Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation on behalf of the Chief of the Mission, Enrique Correa.
· May 15, 2013 (CP/SA.1919/13):  an oral report on the Electoral Observation Mission to Ecuador for the general elections held on February 17, 2013, by the Chief of the Mission Rafael Alburquerque.
· May 15, 2013 (CP/SA 1919/13):  a report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Paraguay on April 21, 2013, by the Secretary for Political Affairs, Kevin Casas, on behalf of the Chief of the Mission, Oscar Arias.
4. Elections entrusted to the Permanent Council
Election of one member of the Board of External Auditors
On November 7, 2012, the Permanent Council, by acclamation, elected Wilson Vallejo Bazante of Ecuador to the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, for a three-year term beginning on January 1, 2013.
Election of an alternate government expert of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador Request by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
On May 22, 2013, the Permanent Council, by acclamation, elected Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay as alternate government expert of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador.
5. Preparations for the General Assembly 
· Forty-third regular session (La Antigua Guatemala, June 4-6, 2013)
In its preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council considered 46 draft resolutions recommended by the permanent committees and working groups of the Council and by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.  Of the total number of draft resolutions, 36 have elicited consensus on the part of the member states. The member states were unable to join consensus on 10 draft resolutions and one draft declaration. The Permanent Council recommends that the General Assembly instruct the General Committee to continue the discussions at the forty-third regular session

Document AG/doc.5358/13 add. 2 contains the texts of the draft resolutions considered and approved by the Permanent Council for referral to the General Assembly.  Document AG/doc.5358x/13 add. 3 contains the texts of drafts on which agreement was not reached before the start of the forty-third regular session.

The Permanent Council also transmits for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session the following two draft declarations:  “The Question of the Malvinas Islands”; and “Human Rights Education.”


Draft resolutions on which agreement was not reached before the start of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly:
i. Rules on Footnotes
ii. Adoption of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights Under the Protocol of San Salvador
iii. Toward autonomy for public defenders of personal data
iv. Right to the Truth
v. Access to Public Information and Protection of Person Data
vi. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
vii. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism
viii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity
ix. Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Persons Living with HIV in the Americas
x. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach
CHAPTER III
DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
(June 2012 to May 2013)

The full texts of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the Permanent Council during the period covered in this report are available at the following links:

http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/resolutions2012.asp 

http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/resolutions2013.asp
2012

	CP/RES. 1008 (1890/12)
	Place and Date of the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (Adopted at the meeting of December 19, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1007 (1875/12)
	Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary since the First OAS Electoral Observation Mission (Adopted at the meeting of October 17, 2012) 

	CP/RES. 1006 (1875/12)
	Place and Date of the Forty-Third Special Session of the General Assembly to Consider and Adopt the 2013 Program-Budget (Adopted at the meeting of October 17, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1005 (1863/12)
	Notice of Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Order to Address the Situation between Ecuador and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland regarding the Inviolability of the Diplomatic Premises of Ecuador in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in Accordance with International Law (Adopted at the meeting of August 17, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1004 (1861/12)
	Change of Date of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (Adopted at the meeting of August 1, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1003 (1861/12)
	Change of Date of the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies (Adopted at the meeting of August 1, 2012) 

	CP/RES. 1002 (1852/12)
	Invitations to the Forty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of May 16, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1001 (1846/12)
	Invitations to the Forty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of April 2, 2012)

	CP/DEC. 50 (1846/12)
	Declaration of the Permanent Council on the Death of Mr. Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado, Former President of Mexico (Adopted at the meeting of 2 April, 2012)

	CP/RES. 1000 (1842/12)
	Change of Date of the Third Conference of States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Munitions, Explosives and Related Materials (Adopted at the meeting of March 21, 2012)

	CP/RES. 999 (1835/12)
	Change of Date and Site of the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies (Adopted at the meeting of February 1, 2012)  


2013

	CP/RES. 1016 (1918/13)
	Invitations to the Civil Society Organizations Not Registered with the OAS to the Forty-Third Regular Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of May 8, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1015 (1915/13)
	Invitations to the Forty-Third Regular Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of April 17, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1014 (1915/13)
	Holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (Adopted at the meeting of April 17, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1013 (1914/13)
	Change of Date of the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers (Adopted at the meeting of April 10, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1012 (1906/13)
	Invitations to the Forty-Fourth Special Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of March 13, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1011 (1896/13)
	Convocation of the Meeting of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, to Be Held in San Salvador, El Salvador (Adopted at the meeting of February 13, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1010 (1894/13)
	Change of Date of the Sixth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers (Adopted at the meeting of February 6, 2013)

	CP/RES. 1009 (1894/13)
	Place and Date of the Forty-Fourth Special Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting of February 6, 2013)


 

CHAPTER IV 

MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION,
AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

I.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council

Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council

One representative of each member state

· Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”

Chair:  Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León



Permanent Representative of Guatemala

· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

Chair:  Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León



Permanent Representative of Guatemala

· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

Chair: Ambassador Allan Culham

Permanent Representative of Canada

II. MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

· TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Chair: Rafael Roncagliolo Orbegoso

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru
III.
PERMANENT COUNCIL

CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
/
	July to December 2012



	July to September

Chair: Jamaica
Vice Chair: Bolivia


	October to December

Chair: Mexico
Vice Chair: Chile 




	From January to June 2013

	

	January to March

Chair: Nicaragua
Vice Chair: Barbados

	

	April to June 
Chair: Panama
Vice Chair: Bahamas
/



	From July to December 2013

	

	July to September

Chair: Paraguay
Vice Chair: Argentina

	

	 October to December

Chair: Peru
Vice Chair: Antigua and Barbuda



WORKING GROUPS

· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar

Bolivia

Colombia

Ecuador

Panama

Peru

Venezuela

PERMANENT COUNCIL/INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 
Chair:  Ambassador Walter Albán

Permanent Representative of Peru

Vice Chair:  Ambassador Charles Hubert
Permanent Representative of Dominica

PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS

· GENERAL COMMITTEE

Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Chair: Ambassador Andrés González Díaz

Permanent Representative of Colombia
Vice Chairs: 
Ambassador Edmond Bocchit, Alternate Representative of Haiti

Counselor Sophia Castilleros, Alternate Representative of Panama

Third Secretary Pablo Monroy, Alternate Representative of Mexico

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair:  
Vice Chairs:

Ana Paola Riveros, Alternative Representative of Mexico

Heriberto Alegre Ortiz, Alternative Representative of Paraguay

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

Chair:  Joy-Dee Davis-Lake

Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda

Vice Chairs:

Sophia Isabel Castillero, Alternate Representative of Panama

Kendall Belisle, Alternate Representative of Belize
· Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons 

Chair: Ana Pastorino

Alternate Representative of Argentina

Vice Chairs:

Iván Chanis Barahona, Alternate Representative of Panama 
Wendy Acevedo, Alternate Representative of El Salvador 

· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS 

Chair:  Ambassador Allan Culham

Permanent Representative of Canada

First Vice Chair:  Frank Tressler
Alternate Representative of Chile

Second Vice Chair: Ambassador Gillian Bristol

Permanent Representative of Grenada
· Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2013 
Chair: Ambassador Gillian Bristol

Permanent Representative of Grenada

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013
Chair: Frank Tressler


Permanent Representative of Chile

· Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs 
Chair: Alberto del Castillo 

Alternate Representative of Mexico
Vice Chair: César Edgardo Martínez

Alternate Representative of El Salvador

· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Chair:  Ambassador Bayney R. Karran

Permanent Representative of Guyana
Vice Chairs:

Rodrigo Amaya, Alternate Representative of Colombia

Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States
César Edgardo Martínez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador

· Informal Working Group of the CSH to Review Mandates on Hemispheric Security
Chair: César Edgardo Martínez

Alternate Representative of El Salvador
· Technical Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime
Chair: Trinidad and Tobago

· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES 
Chair: Ambassador Andrés González Díaz 
Permanent Representative of Colombia
Vice Chair: Ambassador Neil Parsan

Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago

PERMANENT COUNCIL/CIDI:

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the
draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 
Chair:  Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru
Vice Chair:  Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica

D.
ACRONYMS USED BY THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly


	AG/CP

	Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala "For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas"
	AG/CP/GT/DAG

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters


	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure


	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	
	

	MEETING OF CONSULTATION:
	

	
	

	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs


	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty) 
	CS/TIAR

	
	

	PERMANENT COUNCIL:
	CP

	
	

	Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System
	GT/SIDH

	
	

	General Committee


	CP/CG

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


	GT/DADIN

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 


	CAJP/GT/RDI

	Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons 


	CAJP/GT/DHPM

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


	CP/CAAP

	Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2013 

	CAAP/GT/PPP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013

	CAAP/GT/RPP

	Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs 
	CAAP/GT/RVPP



	Committee on Hemispheric Security


	CP/CSH

	Informal Working Group of the CSH to Review Mandates on Hemispheric Security
	CP/CSH

	Technical Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime 
	CSH/GT/DOT



	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 


	CP/CISC




	
	

	Special Committee on Migration Affairs

	CE/AM 

	PERMANENT COUNCIL/CIDI
	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
	GTC/CASA


Footnotes

4.
… served as Vice Chair of the Permanent Council on an acting basis.


10.
... of the meetings held from January to May 2013 is available at: http://www.oas.org/consejo/register2013.asp 


11.
... of the Inter-​American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”

12.
… order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides that the Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides that in the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.

13.
... If the state to which the office of vice chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the principal representatives of the states in reverse alphabetical order shall serve in turn as vice chair on an acting basis.  The incumbency of such substitute in either office shall terminate with the arrival in the Permanent Council of the principal representative of the state to which that office pertains by right.”
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�.	Article 18 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 80. 


�.	Ibid., Article 81, and Statutes of the Permanent Council, Article 6.


� 	Until the arrival of the Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, on May 6, 2013, the Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell, served as interim Vice Chair of the Permanent Council 


�.	Idem, Article 82.


�.	Idem, Article 83.


�.	Idem, Article 84.


�.	Idem, Article 91.


�.	Article 115 of the OAS Charter; and Article 8 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	The full text of the records of the meetings held from June to December 2012 is available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2012.asp"��http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2012.asp�; the text of the records …


�.	Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:  “The Permanent Council shall also: (f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, …


�.	Both the Court and the Inter-American Juridical Committee were invited to attend the meetings of the Permanent Council. The Court participated in this process through activities carried out with the IACHR. The Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was grateful for our invitation but informed the Chair of the Council that he was unable to travel to Washington.


�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides that the office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical …


�.	Until the arrival of the Permmanent Representative of The Bahamas in May 2013, the Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda served as acting Vice Chair.
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