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Item 64 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
/ 
/ 
/
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 28, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to the General Assembly, dated April 16, 2013 (CP/CAJP-3176/13);

CONSIDERING:


That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), the member states have proclaimed, as one of their principles, respect for the fundamental rights of the individual;


That, under the OAS Charter, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Statute of the IACHR, the Commission is an organ of the OAS and its principal function is to promote the observance and defense of human rights and to serve as a consultative organ of the Organization in these matters; and

That, at the conclusion of the forty-third special session of the General Assembly, the Organization adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13), “Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System”; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That in 2012, over 50 promotion activities were carried out in Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Lucia, the United States, and Uruguay;

That the Commission held three sessions, which included 71 hearings and 48 working meetings;


That, as stated in the report, the Commission received 1,936 new individual petitions, began the processing of 137 petitions, and adopted 42 reports on admissibility, 17 on inadmissibility, eight on friendly settlement, 42 on decisions to archive, and 15 on the merits; that it also published a report on the merits; and that it received 488 requests for precautionary measures, 35 of which were granted;


The continual monitoring by the IACHR rapporteurships and special units of the situation of women; children and adolescents; persons of African descent; indigenous peoples; human rights defenders; migrants and their families; persons deprived of liberty; lesbians, gays, and transsexual, bisexual, and intersexual persons; freedom of expression; and economic, social, and cultural rights; and the publication of nine thematic reports; and


The on-site working visits conducted in 2012, as well as the publication of several reports,
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the 2012 Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

2.
To take note of the Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (CP/CAJP-3176/13) and to forward them to the Commission.


3.
To express gratitude for the specific contributions made to the Commission’s work in 2012 by Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Paraguay, and the United States; Finland, France, Ireland, the Netherlands, Spain, and Switzerland; the European Commission; the International Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA); Plan International; the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS); Save the Children Sweden, and Notre Dame University.


4.
To reaffirm its commitment to attain full financing of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS) without prejudice to the financing of the other mandates of the Organization. While that commitment is gradually fulfilled, to invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to continue making voluntary contributions, preferably not earmarked, in the framework of the 2010-2015 Guidelines of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR.

5.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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6.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES


2.
… its main function of promoting and upholding human rights in the Hemisphere. It has therefore recommended the elimination of that chapter, in that it is not in line with the terms of the American Convention on Human Rights or the Statute of the Inter-American Commission; its inclusion is discriminatory, shows a double standard against certain states, and constitutes political manipulation. We also believe that the IACHR’s in-house reforms of its Rules of Procedure should be in line with the precepts set down in the Convention and the Statute, without exceeding the limits thereof.


3.
… has been used as a tool for political finger-pointing and to discredit certain states in the eyes of public opinion, instead of contributing to the defense and protection of human rights. The Venezuelan State believes that the report should be prepared on a comprehensive and inclusive basis and present an overview of the human rights situation in the Hemisphere, identifying the progress made and the challenges remaining in all the states. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela reaffirms its firm commitment to the promotion, protection, and defense of human rights, together with its decision to denounce the American Convention on Human Rights.
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�.	Ecuador wishes to place on the record that it has serious misgivings about the legitimacy and methods of the report of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua believes that the practice of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of continuing to include Chapter IV in its Annual Report is not in accordance with …


�.	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela rejects Chapter IV of the IACHR’s Annual Report, in that the criteria used for its preparation are absolutely discriminatory, discretionary, and subjective. Chapter IV …
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