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Item 61 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE CONTEXT OF

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2014)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96), “Sustainable Development”; AG/RES. 1674 (XXIX-O/99), “Climate Change in the Americas”; AG/RES. 1736 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1821 (XXXI-O/01), “The Socioeconomic and Environmental Impacts of Climate Change of the Countries of the Hemisphere”; AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2429 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Human Rights and Climate Change in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2644 (XLI-O/11), “Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and AG/RES. 2588 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2649 (XLI-O/11),“Climate Change in the Countries of the Hemisphere”; and 
CONSIDERING:

That socioeconomic development and environmental protection are interdependent pillars of sustainable development, of which poverty eradication is an essential target; 
That climate change generates adverse impacts throughout the Hemisphere, causing deterioration in the quality of life and the environment for present and future generations; 
That the most recent scientific evidence, including the Fifth Assessment Report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), indicates that it is necessary to reduce global emissions in order to stabilize the earth’s temperature in the medium and long terms; 

That OAS member states and the international community share the responsibility of finding effective and equitable solutions to climate change in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and their respective capabilities, and all other principles, objectives and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;
/  

That member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) face significant risks from the adverse impacts of climate change, particularly those vulnerable in accordance with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and require adaptation strategies to counteract such effects; 
That the General Assembly has adopted resolutions and declarations to support the efforts of member states on climate change and sustainable development, including efforts related to the implementation of the UNFCCC, among other multilateral agreements and instruments, and that therefore, an important component of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development is the support provided to countries and sub-regional and regional institutions in their efforts to respond to the adverse effects of climate change; 
That the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC will be held from December 1 to 12, 2014, in Lima, Peru, that this being the fifth occasion that this conference will be held in the Americas, this will be a valuable opportunity to demonstrate the region’s commitment to addressing the global challenge of climate change, and,
That the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI, held in 2010 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, extended the term of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development to 2014, and urged the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development to launch a review and update process of that Program, 
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitments assumed in the relevant instruments, resolutions, and declarations on sustainable development and climate change in the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS). 

2. To continue and to strengthen efforts made within the General Secretariat of the OAS to support member states towards the achievements of commitments made in the area of sustainable development and climate change to counter the adverse effects of climate change; build the capacity of the states, populations, and vulnerable ecosystems to adapt to climate change; and step up efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, in accordance with the principles, objectives and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
/ 
3. To support dialogue and cooperation prior to and during the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC, to be held from December 1 to 12, 2014, in Lima, Peru; provide support to the Government of Peru as incoming President of the Conference; and express our highest commitment to seeking an ambitious, inclusive, balanced, and effective outcome of that session, under the UNFCCC, taking account of all negotiating positions.  
4. To urge all OAS member states to work together, based on the decisions adopted at the 19th session of the Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC, towards adopting a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force under the UNFCCC applicable to all Parties, as agreed in Durban, at COP17, and to use the 20th session of the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC as a stepping stone to ensure the success of COP-21, which will be held in Paris, France, in December 2015.  
5. To entrust the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, in the review and update process of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, to:  
a.
Continue its efforts to address the adverse effects of climate change as an essential element of the Program, especially with regard to the most vulnerable states of the Hemisphere; 
b.
Take into consideration the outcomes of the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP-20), to be held in Lima, Perú, including tasks for implementation and pending matters.  
c.
Consider the outcomes of the consultations on the focus area of climate change that are now under way at the multilateral and hemispheric levels, as well as efforts related to the advancement by the OAS member states of the post-2015 development agenda and the sustainable development goals related to climate change. 
d.
Consider the conclusions of the Fifth Assessment Report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and especially the conclusions on the effects of climate change in the Hemisphere. 

6. To request the Inter-American Council on Integral Development (CIDI), with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
FOOTNOTES

1. … under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (the Convention).  The United States reserves with regard to references in the resolution to the Convention to the extent that they may be understood to suggest that the Convention's principles apply to cooperative efforts in fora beyond the Convention.  The United States also notes that the Convention Parties are currently developing a post-2020 agreement, to which the Convention principles will apply as appropriate to the post-2020 time period.
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