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In order to comply with the responsibilities assigned to it in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, in preparation for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee held meetings on March 28, April 16, May 7 (which was deferred until May 14), and May 21. It also met on May 23 and 27, 2014, on which occasions the Permanent Council acted as the Preparatory Committee of the Assembly.

I. Meetings and information documents of the Preparatory Committee

· Friday, March 28, 2014


The Preparatory Committee held its first meeting on March 28, 2014. On that occasion, it adopted a methodology for carrying out the preparatory work for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. Thus, the Committee decided that: 

a. during regular sessions of the General Assembly, the only events, ceremonies, and activities allowed would be those that had been presented to and approved by the Preparatory Committee or, where applicable, by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; 

b. during plenary sessions of the General Assembly, only those representatives of organs, agencies, or entities that have been consulted and agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee – or, where applicable, by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure – may make statements; and

c. the Preparatory Committee would prepare a consolidated schedule including all the events, ceremonies, activities, and meetings to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly. 

At that same meeting, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, and the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” were installed and their respective chairs elected.


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, chaired by Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, was entrusted with preparing the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly pursuant to the Charter of the Organization of American States
 and Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, chaired by Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, was entrusted with executing the mandate, contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLV-E/13), to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the program-budget of the Organization for the year 2015, together with a tentative figure for both those items for the 2016 program-budget.

The Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” was entrusted, under the stewardship of its Chair, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, with the discussions on the initial draft of the Declaration presented by the Government of Paraguay (AG/CP/GT/DAD-4/14).

Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee proceeded to establish by lot the order of precedence of the delegations of the member states and permanent observers for the forty-fourth regular session. First place among the member states was drawn by the delegation of Paraguay,
 and first place among the permanent observers was drawn by the delegation of Switzerland. The remaining delegations will follow these in Spanish-language alphabetical order.


Minutes of Preparatory Committee meetings were also adopted: 

· AG/CP/ACTA 386/13, of the meeting held on February 20, 2013

· AG/CP/ACTA 387/13, of the meeting held on February 25, 2013

· AG/CP/ACTA 388/13, of the meeting held on March 25, 2013

· AG/CP/ACTA 390/13, of the meeting held on May 3, 2013

· AG/CP/ACTA 391/13, of the meeting held on May 20, 2013 

· AG/CP/ACTA 393/13, of the meeting held on October 2, 2013

Finally, the Executive Secretary of the CIM gave a presentation on the round-table event “Belém do Pará +20: A Promise to Keep” (Asunción, Paraguay. Monday, June 2, 2014, 2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.), described in document AG/CP/doc.855/14, with a proposal for its inclusion on the list of the events to be held as a part of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

* Note:  in preparation for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, at the request of the host country, no lots were drawn to assign the delegations accommodations in Asunción, Paraguay.

· Tuesday, April 1

On April 1, the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure distributed, for the delegations’ consideration, the draft preliminary agenda for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-258/14.

· Wednesday, April 2

On April 2, the Chair of the Preparatory Committee distributed, for the delegations’ consideration, the “Proposed schedule for preparation of the Agenda and suggested procedures for presenting and negotiating draft resolutions and draft declarations” (AG/CP/INF. 655/14).

For the purposes of this report, note should be taken of the contents of Annex I thereto: Proposed Schedule for Preparation of the Agenda:

· First deadline: April 18, 2014

· 45 days prior to the start of the forty-fourth regular session. 

Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: “Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.” 

	SUGGESTED DEADLINE 

	April 14, 2014
	· Suggested deadline for the presentation of new topics. 


	April 14, 2014
	· Suggested deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions or declarations, and/or paragraphs for standalone resolutions to the Committees and Working Groups.
· This date was proposed to give the Preparatory Committee the opportunity to consider, if necessary, the inclusion of new topics on the General Assembly’s draft agenda prior to April 18.




· Second deadline: May 3, 2014

· 30 days prior to the start of the forty-fourth regular session.


Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: “Once the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.” 

· Tuesday, April 8

On that date, the Secretariat of the General Assembly reminded the delegations that according to the terms set by the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, Thursday, April 17, would be the last working day for the Secretariat to send the member states the draft agenda for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, including the comments and proposals referred to in Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (AG/CP/INF. 656/14).

· Tuesday, April 15, 2014


On that date, the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure distributed, for the delegations’ consideration, the preliminary draft schedule of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-260/14).

· Wednesday, April 16, 2014

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, under the leadership of Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, verbally presented the Committee with its report on the Subcommittee’s consideration of the draft agenda and schedule for the General Assembly.

After receiving the draft agenda for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-258/14 rev. 2) from the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, the Preparatory Committee endorsed it prior to its referral to the General Assembly in due course. 

After receiving the draft schedule for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-260/14) from the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, the Preparatory Committee endorsed it prior to its referral to the General Assembly in due course. 

Minutes of Preparatory Committee meetings were adopted: 

· AG/CP/ACTA 389/13, of the meeting held on April 19, 2013, and

· AG/CP/ACTA 392/13, of the meeting held on May 24, 2013.


The delegations of Venezuela and Ecuador spoke with reference to the topic of General Assembly recordings – Recommendation No. 1 of the report of the Inspector General, SG/OIG/AUD/13-11 of September 26, 2013: Determine whether the digital recordings of the sessions are to be made available to the member states. 


Regarding this point, the delegation of Paraguay, as the host country of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, informed that it had asked the General Secretariat’s Department of Conferences to take every step necessary to ensure the correct audio recording of all the sessions and meetings that were to take place in Asunción on the occasion of the General Assembly.


The Assistant Secretary General’s Chief of Staff recommended that this topic be examined anew at a future meeting of the General Committee.


Finally, it was agreed that May 2 would be the deadline for the delegations to present additional topics for inclusion on the draft agenda, in order to comply with the deadline of 30 days before the start of the forty-fourth regular session referred to, in the following terms, in Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: 


“Once the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.” 

· Wednesday, May 7, 2014 (deferred until the 14th)


After the Preparatory Committee had considered the draft preliminary agenda (April 16) for its referral to the member states on April 17 (to meet the deadline of 45 days prior to the start of the Assembly), an additional three topics were received for inclusion on the agenda. One of those requests was later withdrawn, and the remaining two requests were presented to the meeting by the proposing delegations, and their inclusion on the agenda was considered and approved by the Preparatory Committee. Those two topics were:

· “XXI Pan American Child Congress” (note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil) AG/CP/doc.867/14. Its inclusion on the agenda was approved by the consensus of the Preparatory Committee on May 7.
· “The Americas: A Zone of Peace and Peaceful Dispute Settlement” (note from the Permanent Mission of Ecuador) AG/CP/doc.872/14. Its inclusion was approved by means of a vote of the Preparatory Committee on May 14, with 24 votes in favor, 2 against, 4 abstentions, and 4 delegations absent.


After the Preparatory Committee had considered the draft schedule (April 16), three requests for the inclusion of additional topics on the schedule were received. These were duly approved by the Preparatory Committee:

· Inter-American Juridical Committee (request for the Chair of the CJI to address the plenary of the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session) AG/CP/doc.870/14. Its inclusion on the schedule was approved by the consensus of the Preparatory Committee on May 7.
· Presentation of the second edition of the report “Cyber Security Trends in Latin America and the Caribbean” AG/CP/doc.875/14. Its inclusion on the schedule was approved by the consensus of the Preparatory Committee on May 14.

· Conference on “Good Governance and Environmental Justice: Toward an Inclusive Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas” (note from the Permanent Mission of Paraguay) AG/CP/doc.876/14. Its inclusion on the schedule was approved by the consensus of the Preparatory Committee on May 14.

· Wednesday, May 21, 2014

The final meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the work of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly was held on May 21, 2014, to receive the report of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion.”
The Committee took note of the report (distributed later as document AG/CP/GT/DAD-14/14 corr. 1) and agreed to convey to the General Assembly the text of the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” the drafting of which had been concluded by the Working Group on May 20, 2014, with the recommendation that it be referred to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly for adoption. (AG/doc.5410/14 corr. 1). 

Recordings during the General Assembly – Recommendation No. 1 of the Report of the Inspector General, SG/OIG/AUD/13-11 of September 26, 2013: based on the Inspector General’s recommendation to determine whether the digital recordings of the sessions are to be made available to the member states. The Preparatory Committee resolved to instruct the General Secretariat to take all the internal and external steps necessary to ensure that the audio recordings of all the sessions and meetings held during the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly are duly taken and placed in safe keeping (including spares and back-ups), to be made available to the member states at a later juncture. 


The Committee considered the request made by the delegation of Paraguay to set the venue and time for the Conference on “Good Governance and Environmental Justice: Toward an Inclusive Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas” (AG/CP/doc.876/14 rev. 1).


The Committee also considered the request made by the delegation of Paraguay to cede, to the delegation of Peru, its place as first in the order of precedence among the delegations that it drew by lot on March 28. The Preparatory Committee took note of the matter and the decision regarding the offer was left with the delegation of Peru, which did not respond to the offer on this occasion. 

The Committee also considered the request made by the delegation of Paraguay whereby, following the address of the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, when homage thereto would be offered, the floor would be given exclusively to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay and to the OAS Secretary General. This request met with the meeting’s approval. 

· Friday, May 23, 2014


On this occasion, the Permanent Council, acting in its capacity as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, met to consider the report presented by Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS and Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.


After hearing the presentation of the draft General Assembly resolution that the Subcommittee was entrusted with preparing, “Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization” (AG/CP/Sub.AAP-382/14 rev. 2) given by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, together with the remarks offered by several delegations, it was decided to return to this issue at the meeting of Tuesday, May 27.
· Tuesday, May 27, 2014


On this date, the Permanent Council, acting in its capacity as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, met to continue with its consideration of the draft General Assembly resolution, “Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization” (AG/CP/Sub.AAP-382/14 rev. 3). It decided to refer the draft to the General Assembly with the recommendation that it be conveyed by the plenary to the General Committee for that body to conclude its discussion and negotiate the agreements necessary for its adoption.


At the same meeting, the Permanent Council, acting in its capacity as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, decided to present the General Assembly with the following traditional recommendations on the issues indicated below:

· Maximum length of statements by heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): A maximum of 6 minutes.

· Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at 11:00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 3 to 5, 2014.

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those draft resolutions and declarations on which no consensus was reached by the Permanent Council in Washington prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly.

II. Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

During the meeting of the Preparatory Committee held on April 16, 2014, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz-Díaz, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS and Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, presented the results of the work the Subcommittee had carried out: 

· Draft agenda


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure prepared the draft preliminary agenda for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and presented it to the Preparatory Committee (AG/CP/SUB.TP-258/14 rev. 2).

· Draft schedule

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure also prepared the preliminary draft schedule of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and presented it to the Preparatory Committee, which considered it and modified it at several successive meetings (AG/CP/SUB.TP-260/14). 

· Presentations to the plenary of the General Assembly by representatives of organs and agencies 

The Subcommittee reviewed the relevant requests and the Preparatory Committee agreed that the presidents of the following OAS organs could deliver presentations during the fourth plenary session: 

a. Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and

b. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 

The Subcommittee heard the delegations’ views on the duration of the addresses to be given by the organs’ authorities and, because of the differences of opinion, the Chair of the Subcommittee informed the meeting that the host country of the Assembly would grant those authorities such time as it deemed prudent.

* Note: The Preparatory Committee later agreed that the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee would address the second plenary session.

** Note: The host delegation, Paraguay, included a presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the first draft of the proposed schedule, to which no delegation had expressed any objection. 

III. Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters


On May 23, 2014, the Permanent Council, acting in its capacity as the Preparatory Committee, received the report of Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS and Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, on the work carried out by the Subcommittee in compliance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and with resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLV-E/13).

The General Assembly instructed the SAAP to consider a proposal, to be referred to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, to be held in June 2014, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2015 program-budget and a tentative overall budget level figure and sources of financing for 2016 program-budget. The revenue to finance the 2015 program-budget would include:  quota income, interest and refunds, contributions for technical supervision, and administrative support from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and from trust and specific funds. In addition, the overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost-of-living and statutory increases.

The report of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters contains conclusions and recommendations on the topic placed before the Preparatory Committee for its consideration, document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-386/14 rev. 1.


On May 23 and 27, the Permanent Council, acting in its capacity as the Preparatory Committee, received and considered the draft resolution “Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization,” document AG/doc.5430/14. Based on the report from the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, the Preparatory Committee conveys this draft resolution to the General Assembly, for consideration at its forty-fourth regular session, with the recommendation that it be referred by the plenary to the General Committee of the General Assembly, for that body to conclude the discussion thereof and negotiate the agreements necessary for its adoption.

IV. Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion”

During the meeting held on May 21, 2014, the Preparatory Committee received and considered the verbal report of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” presented by Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group.


Since the discussions and negotiations of the text of the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” document AG/doc.5410/14 corr. 1, were completed in their entirety without any paragraphs left pending, the Preparatory Committee agreed to convey it to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, with the recommendation that it be adopted. 


Recommendations of the Preparatory Committee 

The Preparatory Committee presents, for consideration by the General Assembly, the following agreements that it reached in preparation for the forty-fourth regular session:

1. Draft agenda, document AG/doc.5428/14 corr. 1. 

2. Draft schedule, document AG/doc.5429/14 corr. 1.

3. Draft resolution “Financing the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization,” document AG/doc.5430/14.

4. Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion,” document AG/doc.5410/14 corr. 1. 
5. Procedural matters:

i. Maximum duration of addresses by heads of delegation:  A maximum of 6 minutes.
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Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals:  Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at 11:00 a.m.

iii. Agreement on the minutes of the meetings:  Verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.
iv. Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session: June 3 to 5, 2014.
v. General Committee:  To install the General Committee to consider those draft resolutions and declarations on which no consensus was reached by the Permanent Council in Washington prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly.
vi. Recordings of meetings and sessions:  The Preparatory Committee resolved to instruct the General Secretariat to take all the internal and external steps necessary to ensure that the audio recordings of all the sessions and meetings held during the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly are duly taken and placed in safe keeping (including spares and back-ups), to be made available to the member states at a later juncture.

The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly presents to the General Assembly, for its consideration, the matters that it examined in preparation for the forty-fourth regular session, included in this report.

Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS

Chair of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly

ANNEXES

1. Reports

· REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (AG/CP/SUB.TP-261/14)

· REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (AG/CP/Sub.AAP-386/14 rev. 1)

· REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE DRAFT DECLARATION OF ASUNCIÓN, “DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION,” OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY(AG/CP/GT/DAD-14/14 corr. 1)

2. Information Documents 

· DESCRIPTIVE DOCUMENT ON THE DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY, WORKERS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR, AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTORS (AG/CP/doc.879/14 corr. 1)

· DESCRIPTIVE DOCUMENT ON THE DIALOGUE AND LUNCHEON OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVERS (AG/CP/doc.880/14)

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





AGSC00471S03.doc





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG06466E06�








	�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter:  There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: (a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly. The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.


�.	The provisional presidency of the Assembly (first plenary session) was ceded by Paraguay to the delegation of Peru at the Preparatory Committee's meeting on May 21.  
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