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Item 64 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INCLUSIVE DIALOGUE FOR EFFECTIVELY DEALING WITH SOCIAL CONFLICTS
IN INVESTMENTS FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 27, 2014)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the provisions and the essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States;

MINDFUL that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”; 

RECALLING Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;

REAFFIRMING, as recognized in Article 11 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Article 34 of the Social Charter of the Americas, which establishes that “[m]ember states will foster conscious and creative public participation in their development process. No individual or nation should be denied the opportunity to benefit from development”;

RECALLING Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, as well as the progress made in negotiating, within the OAS, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

AFFIRMING ITS CONVICTION that a peaceful and constructive approach to social conflicts associated with investment projects, from a rights-based perspective and through dialogue and other peaceful means for the prevention and alternative resolution of conflicts, contributes to democratic governance and integral development;

RECOGNIZING the efforts of member states to promote and strengthen their capacities to resolve social conflicts associated with investment projects, peacefully, through the creation of regulatory frameworks for dealing with them, as well as of new institutional approaches and working methodologies, aimed at fostering inclusive dialogue allowing our peoples to take advantage of the integral development opportunities afforded by public and private investments; and

RECOGNIZING ALSO the work of the General Secretariat in support of said member state initiatives, including the creation of forums for the exchange of experiences, such as the “Meeting of Government Experts on the Management of Socio-Environmental Conflict in Central America and the Andean Region,” organized by the OAS in Lima, Peru, on December 6 and 7, 2012, and the offering of courses to public officials at the subregional and national levels on conflict prevention and management,

RESOLVES: 

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support the member states that so request in developing institutional capacities for dealing with social conflicts associated with investment projects, in the interests of integral development, of the eradication of poverty, particularly extreme poverty, and of equality, equity, and social inclusion.

2. To request the General Secretariat to:

a. promote opportunities for horizontal cooperation among member states for the exchange of information, experiences, and lessons learned in the prevention and management of social conflicts associated with investment projects, in the interests of integral development;
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promote and facilitate the operation of networks of public officials, experts, and academics on the prevention and management of conflicts associated with investment projects, in the interests of integral development, and make them available to the member states; and

c. facilitate opportunities for reflection and analysis through regional, subregional, and national forums to share information and exchange experiences on the promotion of inclusive dialogue and the effective management of social conflicts associated with investment projects, in the interests of integral development.

3. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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