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Item 11 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF A
STRATEGY ON YOUTH FOR THE AMERICAS


(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 27, 2014)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
RECALLING:

That the member states adopted the Declaration of Medellín “Youth and Democratic Values” at the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) on June 3, 2008, in which they committed to promote among the youth of the Americas the values, principles, and practices for life in a democratic society contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Charter of the Organization of American States, so as to strengthen their political, social, and economic participation in the framework of a democratic society; 


That in the Declaration of Medellín, the member states requested that the General Secretariat, inter alia, mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the OAS; contribute to the consolidation of a hemispheric vision for policies and programs designed to secure and promote young people’s rights and thereby strengthen participation in the design and execution of public policies and national programs that would allow the full integration and social cohesion of young people; and support the exchange of best practices in the Hemisphere in research into problems affecting youth and their possible solutions, with the participation of institutions working in this field; 
That, as is mentioned in the Strategy on Youth of the OAS General Secretariat, which was developed based on the mandates set forth in the Declaration of Medellín with the aim of promoting youth development through a multisectoral and participatory approach, “Today youth are and will continue to be until 2015 the most significant population segment within this continent; thus, it is fundamental to consider them as key actors in the design and implementation of efforts aimed at surpassing the different hindrances faced by democracies in the hemisphere”; 

RECOGNIZING:
That resolution AG/RES. 2553 (XL-O/10) “Towards the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas,” the member states resolved to continue to attach a high priority to youth development in the Americas and to take all necessary steps to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the OAS; 
That the report (CEPCIDI/doc.980/11) presented to the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2553 (XL-O/10) and with a view to establishing priorities on youth in the Americas, states that “for the OAS to succeed in its goal of strengthening the peace and security of the continent and promoting, by cooperative action, OAS member states’ economic, social and cultural development, it is fundamental that the Organization consider, as a priority in itself, the economic, social and cultural development of its more than 136 million youth”;
That youth are entitled to participate actively and fully in political, economic, social, and cultural matters in their countries; and
That youth should be encouraged and enabled to the fullest extent possible to participate actively and fully in political, economic, social, cultural, and sporting matters in their countries;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That investment in social programs that will allow the development of policies, plans, and projects for youth, giving particular attention to priority areas and common goals, such as education, employment, health, housing, sustainable development, eradication of violence, quality and coverage of social services, quality of leisure time, eradication of poverty, in particular extreme poverty, gender equality, and nondiscrimination, is an ongoing challenge; and 
That the Inter-American Children’s Institute, as a specialized agency of the OAS, is committed to promotion, protection, and observance of the rights of children and adolescents in the region; and
BEARING IN MIND Article 3 of the Social Charter of the Americas, by which member states committed to combating the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity and to addressing their underlying causes and their consequences; to creating favorable conditions for achieving development with social justice for their peoples; and to strengthening and fostering policies and programs directed towards the achievement of societies that offer all people opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion,
RESOLVES:
1. To instruct the General Secretariat to review and update the Strategy on Youth of the OAS General Secretariat, and to present the result to the Permanent Council and the General Committee for review and consideration for its adoption, so as to consolidate a comprehensive vision of that strategy that might contribute to the social, economic, and political development of youth in the Americas. Within that Strategy, to request the General Secretariat to generate opportunities for cooperation and exchange of practices among states, youth, and other actors and agencies, in order to strengthen public policies on youth and youth organization and participation practices.
2. To request the General Secretariat, in consultation with different actors and agencies–including governmental institutions–that participate in the development of policies, programs, and initiatives concerning youth in OAS member states, to draw up a 2015-2020 implementation plan for the OAS Strategy on Youth to be proposed by the General Secretariat, and present the result to the Permanent Council and General Committee for review and consideration for its approval. The plan should identify the estimated costs and sources of funding for proposed actions, actions to monitor the implementation of the strategy, and provide for an independent evaluation of the strategy’s implementation.
3. To request the General Secretariat to mainstream youth issues as a crosscutting theme of the Organization’s programs and activities.

4. To call on the member states to consider the presentation to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session a draft resolution declaring 2016 the Inter-American Year of Youth. Marking this year will help to raise awareness of the updated Strategy on Youth, highlight the efforts of member states in this field, and advance the discussion and implementation of the priorities to be defined within the Strategy’s implementation plan.
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To consider developing policies, programs, and initiatives, where relevant, to ensure the advancement of youth in the Americas; collaboration and integration among institutions and organizations involved with the issue; and promote the active participation of young people in the social, political, economic, and cultural development of their countries.

6. To continue to support, where relevant and in keeping with national priorities, the strengthening of programs, projects, and actions with a direct impact on youth.
7. To recognize the efforts of the General Secretariat, through the Office of the Assistant Secretary General, to promote coordination and collaboration among the various areas of the OAS that implement programs, projects, and initiatives for youth.
8. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
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