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Item 54 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOLLOW-UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON “FOOD SECURITY WITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS”

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 23 
and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOLLOW-UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON “FOOD SECURITY WITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS”

(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia.  Includes the agreements reached during the XXXVIII regular meeting held May 22, 2014, that include a request to the Permanent Council to forward this draft resolution to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the commitments assumed in the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
BEARING IN MIND that food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life; (Agreed ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela - 5/22/2014) 

CONVINCED that humanity can and should live in harmony with nature; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
RECOGNIZING FURTHER that the constitutional legislative principles and jurisprudence of the member states reflect the view of each country on the relationship between human beings and nature; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the principles of the 2009 World Summit on Food Security of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and, the concept of “Knowing How to Eat In Order to Live Well”, for those countries that recognize it; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
RECOGNIZING that there are major disparities among the countries of the region with respect to nutrition, given that while some have made significant progress toward eliminating hunger and malnutrition there are also those where such problems remain manifestations of the poverty of their populations, affecting the most vulnerable segments; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
AFFIRMING that family farming and small farmers are an important basis for sustainable food production aimed at achieving food and nutrition security, and recognizing the important contribution that family farming can play in eradicating poverty in the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals; (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the authorities of the member states’ governments to promote food and nutrition security and continue promoting agricultural development [in harmony with nature,] in order to strengthen food security in the context of national, regional, and international policies. (Pending – 5/22/2014.  The delegations of CA, CH and COL prefer to use the approved language in OP1 in the Cochabamba Declaration.  In brackets “in harmony with nature”)

2. To encourage member states to identify mechanisms and suitable sources of funding for developing or strengthening comprehensive national strategies for food and nutritional security, as each member state deems appropriate in their respective domestic context. (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
3. To request that the OAS General Secretariat continue strengthening coordination with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), under the aegis of existing agreements and subject to the resources available, in order to support the design and implementation of multilateral efforts in the area of food and nutritional security in the Americas.  (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
4. To reiterate its decision to strengthen the capacity of smallholder and women farmers as a strategy to enhance agricultural development and food security by promoting equitable access to land, water, financial resources, and technologies in accordance with national legislation, as well as improving smallholder farmers’ participation in and access to sustainable agriculture value chains and markets.  (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
5. To reaffirm the decision of member states to strengthen and promote public policies to stimulate sustainable farming and access to technologies, as well as measures for the management of risks associated with natural disasters and climate change adaptation. (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
6. To request the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the strategies for increasing and strengthening participation of civil society and other social actors, including the private sector and academia, as well as of other international organizations, in OAS activities in the area of food and nutrition security. (Agreed on 5/22/2014)
7. To request that the General Secretariat to present information on the availability of funding for the implementation of mandates related to the Declaration of Cochabamba and this resolution, given that it is necessary to promote food and nutritional security in the Americas [in order to live well, in harmony with nature,] and (SVG: to create creating) the conditions for achieving the full development of individuals and society. (Pending on 5/22/2014/ in brackets “in order to live well, in harmony with nature”)

8. To urge the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to convene, as promptly as possible, a joint special session on the food and nutrition situation in the Americas, with the participation and contributions of specialized agencies.
/ (Agreed on 5/22/2014)

9. To entrust the specialized organizations, such as IICA and the FAO, to take the steps necessary to conceptualize and define the term “food sovereignty” as promptly as possible. (The delegations of AR, CA, COL, CH, CR, MX, PE, US and SVG proposed to delete this paragraph - 5/22/2014) (The Delegation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines announced that if the term “food sovereignty” is included in this paragraph, they will include a footnote and forwarded the text to the Secretariat -  5/22/2014)
Alternate proposal #1 to OP9 presented by the delegation of Bolivia – 5/15/2014
To reaffirm the need to continue to examine various concepts, such as food sovereignty, and their relation with food security and the right to food, and, in that context, to request the General Secretariat, in coordination with specialized agencies of the OAS, to continue analyzing that concept, taking into account the history of the issue and recent experience on the subject. (The delegations of CA, CH, US and SVG proposed to delete this paragraph - 5/22/2014) 

Alternate proposal #2 to OP9 presented by the delegation of Venezuela – 5/22/2014 (OP19 verbatim from of the Declaration of Cochabamba, AG/DEC. 69 (XLII-O/12) Proceedings Volume with certified texts of the Declarations and Resolutions issued February 1, 2013 - OEA/Ser.P/XLII-O.2.

The need to further examine various concepts such as, inter alia, “food sovereignty” and their relation with food security and the right to food, bearing in mind the need to avoid any negative impact on the enjoyment of the right to food for all people at all times. (The delegations of CA, CH, US and SVG proposed to delete this paragraph - 5/22/2014)
Amendments presented by the delegation of Colombia to OP19 of the Cochabamba Declaration [AG/DEC. 69 (XLII-O/12)] – 5/22/2014 (The amendments are made to the text verbatim from OP19 of the Declaration of Cochabamba, AG/DEC. 69 (XLII-O/12) issued on June 5, 2012 prior to the revision made by the Style Committee)
To note the need to further examine various concepts such as, inter alia, [CO: the term] “food sovereignty” and their relation with food security and the right to food, bearing in mind the need to avoid any negative impact on the enjoyment of the [CO: progressive] right to food for all people at all times. (The delegations of CA, CH, US and SVG proposed to delete this paragraph - 5/22/2014)
10. To request that the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.(Agreed on 5/7/2014)
FOOTNOTES

1. … United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization are better qualified to address the issue of food and nutrition in the Americas.  In view of the lesser capacity and expertise of the Permanent Council and CIDI on this subject, and the urgent need to prioritize budgetary resources of the Organization, the United States and St. Vincent and the Grenadines do not support the special session proposed in this paragraph. 
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Item 38 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND
ITS TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Venezuela)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:

The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS), adopted in Guatemala on June 7, 1999, which entered into force on September 14, 2001, and has been signed by 21 member states and ratified, to date, by 18 member states;

Resolutions AG/RES. 2596 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” and AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11), AG/RES. 2731 (XLII-O/12), and AG/RES. 2785 (XLIII-O/13), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its Technical Secretariat”;
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the holding of the First High-level Conference on Inclusive Public Policies for Persons with Disabilities, in Port au Prince, Haiti, on December 5 and 6, 2013, organized by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) with support from the OAS and ECLAC, at which the regulatory frameworks of the inter-American system for protection of the rights of persons with disabilities were presented and the Declaration of Port au Prince on Inclusive Public Policies was adopted, with a view to designing a strategy for developing or enhancing existing mechanisms for the production, collection, and analysis of data on the population with disabilities in the Caribbean and for monitoring advances in inclusive education, employment, health, and accessibility for persons with disabilities;

HAVING SEEN the final report of the Third Special Meeting of this Committee, held in San José, Costa Rica, on November 21 and 22, 2013 (CP/CAJP/INF. 214/14); 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the holding of the Fourth Special Meeting of CEDDIS in Panama City, Panama, on May 28 and 29, 2014;

CONSIDERING:

The request made by the Technical Secretariat of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS) to the States Parties to the Convention that they submit their second compliance reports on the CIADDIS and the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD); and

The recommendation made by the Committee in resolution CEDDIS/RES. 3 (IV-O/12), adopted at its fourth regular meeting, to increase the level of the forum for disabilities to that of a specialized inter-American committee or institute, in order to heighten the visibility of the issue, strengthen cooperation initiatives and programs at the hemispheric level, and have a greater impact on the implementation of the inter-American instruments on disabilities; and

RECOGNIZING:

The first regional diagnostic assessment of the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities, adopted by CEDDIS at its third regular meeting through resolution CEDDIS/RES. 1/13 (III-E/13), with a view to drafting an instruction manual on supports and safeguards to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities; and
The contributions by civil society during the dialogue with the Committee at its third special meeting, as well as the recommendations that were submitted on that occasion and will be considered at the next meeting of CEDDIS, in keeping with Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure thereof,

RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate CARICOM on its commitment to reinforce measures aimed at achieving full inclusion of persons with disabilities in the Caribbean, in view of the adoption of the Declaration of Port au Prince, and to invite the member states of said entity to join in the process of monitoring progress in the construction of inclusive societies at the hemispheric level, through the presentation of their national reports on implementation of the CIADDIS and/or the PAD.

2. To encourage those member states of the Organization of American States that are not parties to said convention to accede to and ratify it, in order to strengthen regional efforts toward the elimination of all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities and encourage their full integration in all areas of society.

3. To request the Permanent Council to take note of the recommendation made by the Committee in its resolution CEDDIS/RES. 3 (IV-O/12) to assess the viability of increasing the level of the forum for the consideration of disabilities in our region to a body similar to an inter-American committee or institute, bearing in mind the juridical, financial, and structural implications.

4. To congratulate CEDDIS on its rapporteur’s findings in the first diagnostic assessment on the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities, and to request the Secretary General to disseminate this document as widely as possible.

5. To reaffirm the importance of voluntary contributions to the Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities [CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)], created to supplement financing for the activities of CEDDIS and its Technical Secretariat.

6. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and institutions, both public and private, national and international, to make contributions to the Fund, and to request the Secretary General to take steps to raise new resources for the Fund.

7. To thank the Governments of Chile, Colombia, and Peru for their recent financial contributions to the CEDDIS fund for voluntary contributions in 2013, and to acknowledge the contribution of the Government of Panama that enabled the definition of new parameters and the adoption of a new working method for following up on and monitoring progress in implementing the CIADDIS and the PAD.

8. To reiterate to the General Secretariat the request that it take steps to bring about progressive advancement toward accessibility for persons with disabilities to the facilities of the OAS, as well as to its information dissemination tools, including, inter alia, its documents, communications, and website, in accordance with the principle of nondiscrimination enshrined in the CIADDIS.

9. To reiterate to the General Secretariat that the greatest possible efforts must be made to mainstream a perspective of inclusion of persons with disabilities, from a rights standpoint, in all actions and decisions of the Organization, and to disseminate the objectives of CEDDIS as widely as possible, and, in this connection, to acknowledge the cooperative relations established with the IACHR for dissemination of the Committee’s recommendations on the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities.

10. To thank the people and the Governments of the Republics of Costa Rica and Panama for their generous hospitality and for their steadfast and effective support, which contributed, respectively, to the success of the Third and the Fourth Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

11. To thank the member states that have presented their second compliance reports on the CIADDIS in accordance with the established procedures and deadlines and to encourage the States Parties that have not yet presented them to remit them in the course of this year to enable successful completion of the process of monitoring progress in implementing the Convention.

12. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization, and other resources.
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Item 32 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

HUMAN RIGHTS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AND GENDER IDENTITY
 AND EXPRESSION
/
/
/
/
(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Jamaica and Suriname)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2435 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2504 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2600 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2653 (XLI-O/11), AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12), and AG/RES. 2807 (XLIII-O/13), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression”;

REITERATING:


That the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in that instrument, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status; and


That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man establishes that every human being has the right to life, liberty, and security of his person without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed, or any other factor;


CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States proclaims that the historic mission of the Americas is to offer to man a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of his personality and the realization of his just aspirations;

REAFFIRMING the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights;

TAKING NOTE:


Of the creation, in November 2013, by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Rapporteurship for the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex (LGBTI) Persons, which will continue with the work of the IACHR Unit on those same topics, including the preparation of a hemispheric report on this issue;


Of the signing, on June 5, 2013, of the Inter-American Convention against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance;


Of the Second Report of the IACHR on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas, according to which organizations that promote and defend the human rights of LGBTI persons play a fundamental role in the region in terms of public oversight to ensure compliance with the states’ obligations vis-à-vis the rights to privacy, equality, and nondiscrimination, and are faced with obstacles, among them, “murder, threats, criminalization of their activities, the failure to take a different approach to the investigation of violations committed against them, and discourse calculated to discredit”; and


Of the Declaration on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, presented to the United Nations General Assembly on December 18, 2008;


NOTING WITH CONCERN the acts of violence and related human rights violations as well as discrimination practiced against persons because of their sexual orientation and gender identity;

TAKING NOTE of the report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (A/HRC/22/53), which states, “Children who are born with atypical sex characteristics are often subject to irreversible sex assignment, involuntary sterilization, involuntary genital normalizing surgery, performed without their informed consent, or that of their parents, ‘in an attempt to fix their sex,’ leaving them with permanent, irreversible infertility and causing severe mental suffering;” and


TAKING NOTE, FINALLY, of the terminological study “Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression:  Some Terminology and Relevant Standards,” prepared by the IACHR and published on April 23, 2012, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2653 (XLI-O/11), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity,”

RESOLVES:


1.
To condemn all forms of discrimination against persons by reason of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression, and to urge member states within the parameters of the legal institutions of their domestic systems to eliminate, where they exist, barriers faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and intersex (LGBTI) persons in equal access to political participation and in other areas of public life, and to avoid interferences in their private life.


2.
To encourage member states to consider, within the parameters of the legal institutions of their domestic systems, adopting public policies against discrimination by reason of sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.


3.
To condemn acts of violence and human rights violations committed against persons by reason of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression; and to urge states to strengthen their national institutions with a view to preventing and investigating these acts and violations and ensuring due judicial protection for victims on an equal footing and that the perpetrators are brought to justice.


4.
In addition, to urge states, within their institutional capacities, to produce data on homophobic and transphobic violence, with a view to fostering public policies that protect the human rights of LGBTI persons.


5.
To urge member states to ensure adequate protection for human rights defenders who work in the area of violence, discrimination, and human rights violations committed against individuals on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.


6.
To urge member states to afford appropriate protection to intersex people and to implement policies and procedures, as appropriate, to ensure medical practices that are consistent with applicable human rights standards.


7.
To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to pay particular attention to its work plan titled “Rights of LGBTI People” and, in keeping with its established practice, to continue with its work to prepare a hemispheric study on the subject; and to urge member states to support the efforts of the Commission in this area.


8.
To request the IACHR to continue preparing a study on legislation and provisions in force in the member countries of the Organization of American States that restrict the human rights of individuals by reason of their sexual orientation or gender identity or expression and to prepare, based on that study, a guide aimed at promoting the decriminalization of homosexuality and practices related to gender identity or expression.


9.
To urge member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the inter-American human rights instruments, including the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.
/

10.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES


1.
… thoroughly defined internationally or that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is unable to join consensus on the approval of this resolution. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view that the term “gender expression" is one that is not thoroughly defined internationally or that has international acceptance. St. Vincent and the Grenadines considers that the terminology is heavily nuanced and moreover, that it is currently not defined in its domestic law. Since the discussion on the human rights of LGBT persons is an ongoing one at the level of the United Nations, St. Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view that the discourse at the OAS should be confined only to language which has been recognized or approved by the United Nations.

2.
…etc. However, Guatemala considers that not legally recognizing marriage between persons of the same sex does not constitute a discriminatory practice.


3.
…reaffirming the provisions of Chapters III and IV of the National Constitution and concordant provisions on equality and family rights, respectively.  It also expresses its reservation on the text of the resolution.

4.
…of legal proceedings in the Supreme Court of Belize. The Government of Belize is unable to join consensus on this resolution given the fact that several of the issues and principles addressed therein, directly or indirectly, are at present the subject of legal proceedings in the Supreme Court of Belize.


5.
…The United States has consistently objected to the negotiation of new legally binding instruments against racism, racial discrimination and other forms of discrimination or intolerance.  We reiterate our longstanding concerns with that exercise within the OAS and the resulting conventions. We are concerned that some provisions of these conventions could undermine, or are incompatible with, international human rights law protections including those related to freedoms of expression and association.  The United States believes that – rather than promoting these new instruments -- the resources of the OAS and of its member states should be focused on identifying practical steps to combat racism, racial discrimination and other forms of discrimination and intolerance, including best practices in the form of national legislation and enhanced implementation of existing global instruments.
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Item 53 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FINANCING OF THE 2015-2016 PROGRAM-BUDGET OF THE ORGANIZATION
(Considered by the Permanent Council in the capacity of Preparatory Committee on May 27, 2014 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The Report of the Preparatory Committee to the General Assembly (AG/doc.XXX/14);

The Report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly (AG/CP/Sub.AAP-XXX/14) on the financing of the 2015-2016 program-budget of the Organization;

The annual report of the Board of External Auditors (CP/doc.4991/14) presented to the Permanent Council on May 21, 2014;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, in accordance with Articles 54.e and 55 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the General Assembly approves the program-budget of the Organization and establishes the basis for setting the quota that each government is to contribute to the maintenance of the Organization, taking into account the respective countries’ ability to pay and their determination to contribute in an equitable manner;

That the General Assembly, at its thirtieth regular session, in resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), approved the measures to encourage the timely payment of quotas, and has since modified those measures by way of resolutions AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1;

That the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth special session, in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), approved the method for calculating the scale of quotas for financing the Regular Fund of the Organization; and


That, according to the method established by resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), the quota percentages of the member states for the years 2015-2017 have been assigned; and

CONSIDERING:

That democracy, human rights, integral development, and multidimensional security are pillars of the Organization;

That, under resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLV-E/13) the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters to consider a proposal to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, to be held in June 2014, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2015 program-budget and a tentative overall budget level figure and sources of financing for the second year, 2016, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2774 (XLIII-O/13), including quota income, interest and rental income; contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and from trust and specific funds; and all other miscellaneous income; and that the overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost-of-living and statutory increases;


That the General Assembly established in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLV-E/13) that the total expenditure on personnel (object 1) should not exceed 64.38 percent of the overall budget level for the 2015-2016 Regular Fund program-budget (also sometimes referred to as “the indicative figure”), including any statutory increases that might be required;

That it is necessary to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2015 program-budget and a tentative overall budget level figure and sources of financing for the second year, 2016, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2774 (XLIII-O/13), which will be adopted by the General Assembly at a special session to be held no later than October 29, 2014;

That, based on Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, the General Secretariat shall submit to the Permanent Council a proposed budget for use of the indirect cost recovery (ICR) resources, which shall be based on projected revenue equivalent to 90% of the average ICR obtained in the three years immediately preceding the year in which the program-budget is adopted, and that the General Assembly shall also adopt the ICR budget;

That the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund lacks sufficient resources to finance any expenditures in excess of the total income received during the current fiscal year; and

That further work remains to be carried out on streamlining mandates, developing a strategic vision for the Organization, and implementing the business modernization initiative currently being considered by the member states,

RESOLVES:

1.
To assess the quotas through which the member states will finance the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2015 and the assessments for income tax reimbursements in keeping with the methods adopted in resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and AG/RES. 41 (I-O/71), respectively, using the scale and amounts that appear in Annex A, “Regular Fund Quota Assessments for 2015.”

2.
To set the overall budget level of the 2015 Regular Fund program-budget at US$83,105,900 [85,542,300] and to finance it as follows:

a) Net contributions of member states in the form of quota payments to the Regular Fund totaling US$80,688,300 [83,124,700], computed as follows: 

i. Total gross assessments of US$81,222,200 [83,658,600] apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07).

ii. A reduction of US$533,900 in prompt payment discounts accredited pursuant to the measures to encourage the prompt payment of quotas adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00) as amended by AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev 1.

b) Contribution of US$117,600 from Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which contribution, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, will be up to 15% of the net amount approved in 2014 for execution in 2015;

c) Income of US$1,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support of the trust funds and specific funds; and

d) Other income of US$800,000 for, inter alia, interest and refunds.

3.
To set the overall expenditure ceiling of the Indirect Cost Recovery Fund account at US$_5,250,000, which excludes the transfer of US$_1,500,000 to the Regular Fund as established in paragraph 2.c above, in accordance with the General Standards, provided that said amount is actually collected.

4.
To set a tentative overall budget level figure for year 2016 at US$83,105,900 [85,542,300].
[image: image1.emf]Increases Increases

2012-2014 2015-2017 (Decreases) (Decreases)

Member States Percentage Percentage %

Antigua and Barbuda 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Argentina 2.408                     2.400                      (0.008)                     -0.3%

Bahamas 0.062                     0.049                      (0.013)                     -21.0%

Barbados 0.045                     0.034                      (0.011)                     -24.4%

Belize 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Bolivia 0.049                     0.056                      0.007                      14.3%

Brazil 9.941                     12.427                    2.486                      25.0%

Canada 11.972                    10.583                    (1.389)                     -11.6%

Chile 1.189                     1.347                      0.158                      13.3%

Colombia 1.049                     1.311                      0.262                      25.0%

Costa Rica 0.221                     0.230                      0.009                      4.1%

Dominica 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Dominican Republic 0.257                     0.317                      0.060                      23.3%

Ecuador 0.258                     0.322                      0.064                      24.8%

El Salvador 0.114                     0.086                      (0.028)                     -24.6%

Grenada 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Guatemala 0.168                     0.145                      (0.023)                     -13.7%

Guyana 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Haiti 0.034                     0.026                      (0.008)                     -23.5%

Honduras 0.051                     0.042                      (0.009)                     -17.6%

Jamaica 0.093                     0.070                      (0.023)                     -24.7%

Mexico 8.281                     6.788                      (1.493)                     -18.0%

Nicaragua 0.034                     0.026                      (0.008)                     -23.5%

Panama 0.158                     0.176                      0.018                      11.4%

Paraguay 0.093                     0.075                      (0.018)                     -19.4%

Peru 0.688                     0.860                      0.172                      25.0%

Saint Kitts and Nevis 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Saint Lucia 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0.022                     0.022                      -                         0.0%

Suriname 0.034                     0.026                      (0.008)                     -23.5%

Trinidad and Tobago 0.180                     0.135                      (0.045)                     -25.0%

United States 59.470                    59.470                    -                         0.0%

Uruguay 0.214                     0.247                      0.033                      15.4%

Venezuela 2.186                     2.144                      (0.042)                     -1.9%

Subtotal 99.425                    99.568                    0.143

Cuba 0.575                     0.431                      -0.144

TOTAL 100.000                  99.999                   
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Assessed Quota  New Assessment (Decreases) Assessment (Decreases)

Member States Percentage Assessment Percentage over 2014 over 2014

Antigua and Barbuda 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Argentina 2.408% 1,964,300 2.400% 1,957,800 -6,500 2,016,500 52,200

Bahamas 0.062% 50,600 0.049% 40,000 -10,600 41,200 -9,400

Barbados 0.045% 36,700 0.034% 27,700 -9,000 28,600 -8,100

Belize 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Bolivia 0.049% 40,000 0.056% 45,700 5,700 47,100 7,100

Brazil 9.941% 8,109,400 12.427% 10,137,300 2,027,900 10,441,400 2,332,000

Canada 11.972% 9,766,100 10.583% 8,633,000 -1,133,100 8,892,000 -874,100

Chile 1.189% 969,900 1.347% 1,098,800 128,900 1,131,800 161,900

Colombia 1.049% 855,700 1.311% 1,069,400 213,700 1,101,500 245,800

Costa Rica 0.221% 180,300 0.230% 187,600 7,300 193,200 12,900

Dominica 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Dominican Republic 0.257% 209,600 0.317% 258,600 49,000 266,300 56,700

Ecuador 0.258% 210,500 0.322% 262,700 52,200 270,500 60,000

El Salvador 0.114% 93,000 0.086% 70,200 -22,800 72,300 -20,700

Grenada 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Guatemala 0.168% 137,000 0.145% 118,300 -18,700 121,800 -15,200

Guyana 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Haiti 0.034% 27,700 0.026% 21,200 -6,500 21,800 -5,900

Honduras 0.051% 41,600 0.042% 34,300 -7,300 35,300 -6,300

Jamaica 0.093% 75,900 0.070% 57,100 -18,800 58,800 -17,100

Mexico 8.281% 6,755,200 6.788% 5,537,300 -1,217,900 5,703,400 -1,051,800

Nicaragua 0.034% 27,700 0.026% 21,200 -6,500 21,800 -5,900

Panama 0.158% 128,900 0.176% 143,600 14,700 147,900 19,000

Paraguay 0.093% 75,900 0.075% 61,200 -14,700 63,000 -12,900

Peru 0.688% 561,200 0.860% 701,500 140,300 722,600 161,400

Saint Kitts and Nevis 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Saint Lucia 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0.022% 17,900 0.022% 17,900 0 18,500 600

Suriname 0.034% 27,700 0.026% 21,200 -6,500 21,800 -5,900

Trinidad and Tobago 0.180% 146,800 0.135% 110,100 -36,700 113,400 -33,400

United States 59.470% 48,512,700 59.470% 48,512,700 0 49,967,700 1,455,000

Uruguay 0.214% 174,600 0.247% 201,500 26,900 207,500 32,900

Venezuela 2.186% 1,783,200 2.144% 1,749,000 -34,200 1,801,400 18,200

Subtotal 99.425% 81,105,400 99.568% 81,222,200 $              116,800 83,658,600 $             2,553,200

Cuba * 0.575% 469,100 0.431% 351,600 362,100 -107,000

TOTAL 100.000% 81,574,500 99.999% 81,573,800 84,020,700 2,446,200

Quota base: 81,574,500                     

Base plus 3% 84,021,735                     

* Shown only to establish the percentage corresponding to each member state

Zero-Nominal Growth With a 3% Increase
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Item 49 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADVANCING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY: A MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 27, 2014, and referred to the General Assembly with the recommendation that it be transmitted to the General Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.), in particular the section on the activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH); (Paragraph approved)

REAFFIRMING ALSO the norms and principles of international law in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations; (Paragraph approved) 
RECALLING the resolutions assigned to the CSH as detailed in the document “List of Resolutions Assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (1995-2013)” (CP/CSH/INF.278/11 rev. 3); (Paragraph approved)

REAFFIRMING that the programs, activities, and tasks set out in the resolutions on hemispheric security help further one of the essential purposes of the Organization enshrined in the Charter of the Organization of American States, to strengthen peace and security in the Hemisphere, in accordance with the legal system of each country, with full respect for international law and underscoring that cooperation among member states is fundamental for the attainment of that goal; (Paragraph approved)

REAFFIRMING ALSO the provisions of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico City in October 2003, which provides that the “new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere, incorporates the priorities of each state, contributes to the consolidation of peace, integral development, and social justice, and is based on democratic values, respect for and promotion and defense of human rights, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for national sovereignty”; (Paragraph approved)

EXPRESSING ITS SATISFACTION at the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, through a seminar during the October 28, 2013 special meeting of the Permanent Council, which resulted in an interdisciplinary exercise that examined the evolution of the concept of multidimensional security, in particular the issue of security and social development; (Paragraph approved)
RECOGNIZING the importance of the dialogue among participants that took place during the seminar and during the Permanent Council’s three preparatory meetings on the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, for the continued implementation of said Declaration]; (Paragraph approved)

REAFFIRMING the importance of adopting policies, programs, and actions to prevent and address violence, crime, and insecurity; (Paragraph approved) 


EMPHASIZING that the consolidation of the nuclear-weapon-free zone set forth in the Treaty of Tlatelolco constitutes a firm demonstration of the steadfast commitment of Latin America and the Caribbean to the cause of complete and verifiable nuclear disarmament and the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, in keeping with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations; (Paragraph approved)
REITERATING that the process of collecting data and information should be undertaken in accordance with domestic law and international conventions, and with full respect for human rights, and that the exchange of information between national public security institutions is key to strengthening international cooperation aimed at preventing, confronting, and investigating phenomena that pose a threat to public security; 
/(Paragraph approved) 

DEEPLY CONCERNED at the negative impact that surveillance and/or interception of communications, including extraterritorial surveillance and/or interception of communications, as well as the collection of personal data, in particular when carried out on a mass scale, may have on the exercise and enjoyment of human rights;
/ (Paragraph approved)
RECALLING that the Declaration of Santiago (1995), the Declaration of San Salvador (1998), the Consensus of Miami, and resolution AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09), “Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas,” among other resolutions on CSBMs, are foundational pillars of the confidence- and security-building system in the Hemisphere and constitute a direct forerunner of those adopted subsequently at the regional and subregional levels (Paragraph approved) 
UNDERSCORING that peace is in itself a value and a principle and is based on democracy, justice, respect for human rights, solidarity, security, and respect for international law; (Paragraph approved)

REAFFIRMING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, in October 2003, the member states considered “that zones of peace and cooperation contribute to peace, security, and cooperation in the Hemisphere” and declared their support for “the creation of zones of peace at the bilateral or subregional level by member states.” (Paragraph approved)

UNDERSCORING the importance of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC), and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism; (Paragraph approved)

HAVING SEEN the annual reports of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4987/14), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4980/14), and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/doc.4971/14); (Paragraph approved) 
HAVING FULFILLED the mandate to consider relations between the OAS, the hemispheric defense meetings; the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB); as well as measures to promote cooperation, through the discussions of the Committee on Hemispheric Security; (Paragraph approved)

EXPRESSING ITS SATISFACTION with the holding of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV), in Medellín, Colombia on November 20 and 21, 2013; the fourteenth regular session of CICTE, on February 20-21, 2014; the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, on April 24 and 25, 2014; the fifty-fifth regular session of CICAD, from April 29 to May 1, 2014; and the fifteenth regular meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA, on May 6, 2014; (Paragraph approved)

UNDERSCORING the holding of the meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Working Group on Police Management, in Mexico City on October 8 and 9, 2013; the twelfth meeting of National Points of Contact to CICTE, on February 20, 2014; and the seventh meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers, on May 5, 2014; and (Paragraph approved)

BEARING IN MIND the results of the above-mentioned conferences and meetings, (Paragraph approved)
RESOLVES:

ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 

AND MEMBER STATES


1.
To reaffirm to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat the applicable mandates contained in past resolutions of the General Assembly on hemispheric security and mentioned in the preambular part of this resolution; and to urge member states to continue contributing to the attainment of the objectives established in said resolutions through the development and execution of activities, the submission of reports, the exchange of information, the adoption of measures and policies, and cooperation, support, and mutual assistance; and to instruct the General Secretariat to provide necessary support to those ends. (Paragraph approved)

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and pursuant to the mandates in this resolution, participating in, holding consultations with, and sharing experiences and information with other regional and international forums. (Paragraph approved)

3.
To recognize the central role of the CSH in security and defense matters in the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS), and to instruct the Permanent Council to continue, through the CSH, to promote and coordinate cooperation among the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. (Paragraph approved)
Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

4. To endorse the “Recommendations of Medellín for Strengthening International Cooperation in the Area of Public Security” (MISPA IV/doc.4/13 rev. 1) that emerged from the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, held in Medellín, Colombia, on November 21 and 22, 2013, and to encourage member states to effectively apply and continue implementing the “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” the “Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security,” and the “Recommendations of Port-of-Spain on Police Management.” (Paragraph approved)
5. To convene the first meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Working Group on International Cooperation, to be held in Colombia in the second half of 2014, in accordance with follow-up paragraph 5 on the “Recommendations of Medellín for Strengthening International Cooperation in the Area of Public Security.” (Paragraph approved)
6. To convene the second meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Working Group on Police Management, to be held in Peru in the first half of 2015 in accordance with follow-up paragraph 6 of the “Recommendations of Medellín for Strengthening International Cooperation in the Area of Public Security.” (Paragraph approved)
7. To request the General Secretariat to provide support to member states in implementing the “Recommendations of Medellín for Strengthening International Cooperation in the Area of Public Security”; and, based on the pillars of the MISPA process, to create an online best practices database based on inputs voluntarily provided by the member states, including, inter alia, their replies to the first questionnaire on “National Practices and Experiences in Public Security in the Americas”; to develop a catalogue of training courses and technical assistance offered by member states and regional and international organizations, as well as nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions, civil society, and other social actors, so as to foster mutual technical assistance and capacity-building among the countries of the region; and to present said database and catalogue to the member states for consideration at MISPA V. (Paragraph approved)
8. To thank the Government of Peru for its offer to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA V) and to convene that meeting to be held in the second half of 2015. To that end, to [SLV: instruct the Permanent Council to] establish, through the CSH, a working group to coordinate preparations for MISPA V with support from the Secretariat.


8 ALT PER: To accept with thanks the offer of the Government of Peru to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA V) and to convene it in the second half of 2015. The Government of Peru will convene and organize the preparatory meetings, in compliance with provision 7 of the “Document of Port of Spain:  Institutionalization of the MISPA process,” during [COL: the first half of] 2015. To instruct the Permanent Council, in coordination with the Government of Peru, to determine the dates on which MISPA V is to be held and the city in Peru where it is to take place. [COL: To request that the Chair of MISPA V shall present] the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, with reports on the progress made with the preparatory meetings and MISPA V.


8 ALT COL: To accept with thanks the offer of the Government of Peru to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA V) and to convene it in the second half of 2015. To instruct the Permanent Council to determine, in coordination with the Peruvian Government, the date and city in Peru for holding MISPA V, and, in accordance with the item 7 of the “Document of Port of Spain: Institutionalization of the MISPA Process,” to define the format of the preparatory meetings to be held in 2015. To request that the Chair of MISPA V, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, report to the Permanent Council on the progress of the preparatory meetings and on MISPA V.


8 ALT VEN: To thank the Government of Peru for its offer to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA V) and to convene it in the second half of 2015. To that end, to instruct the Permanent Council to establish, through the CSH, a working group to coordinate the preparations for MISPA V with support from the Secretariat. Likewise, to thank the Government of Peru for its offer to host the last preparatory meeting for MISPA V.

8. bis (Presented by the delegation of Peru) To request that the General Secretariat, through the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and in coordination with the Government of Peru as the host country of MISPA V, provide the technical support necessary for its preparation and organization, in compliance with the provisions of the “Document of Port of Spain: Institutionalization of the MISPA Process.”

9. To request the General Secretariat to report [SLV: to the Permanent Council, through to] the CSH on the “Instruction to the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) regarding Cooperation with the American Police Community (AMERIPOL).” [ARG, ECU, BRA, BOL, VEN: Suggest eliminating this paragraph / COL, USA, CHL, MEX: suggest it stay]

Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) 

10. To request the Permanent Council, through the CSH, to continue to assist member states with implementation of UN Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) by holding a meeting, inter alia, to disseminate lessons learned, share experiences, and identify specific areas and projects for which assistance is needed, while attempting to establish priorities from a hemispheric perspective; and to foster a more extensive exchange of information with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, regarding implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), including the United Nations Security Council 1540 Committee and, where appropriate, regional coordinators for 1540 implementation within the Hemisphere, thereby contributing to efforts being undertaken in the United Nations framework. (Paragraph approved)
Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System

11. To consider as fulfilled the mandate in operative paragraph 11 of resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13) concerning relations between the OAS and the hemispheric defense meetings, the IADB, and measures to promote cooperation; and to take note of the report of the Chair of the Informal Working Group contained in document CP/CSH/INF.389/14 rev. 2. (Paragraph approved)
Confidence- and security-building in the Americas 
12. To reaffirm the [CAN, US: inviolability of the] right to privacy, whereby no one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home, work, or correspondence, and the right to protection against such interference under the law, as set forth in Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 11.2 of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José), Article 5 of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
 (Paragraph presented by the delegation of Ecuador) (It was suggested that this paragraph be moved to another section, possibly the preamble)
13. To consolidate security and cooperation among member states through the full implementation of confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) in keeping with the provisions of the Declaration of Santiago on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, the Declaration of San Salvador on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, the Consensus of Miami, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09), “Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas,” among other resolutions on CSBMs. (Paragraph approved) 
14. To urge all member states to furnish the General Secretariat, no later than July 15, with information on the application of CSBMs, utilizing the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions (CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1) and the Format for Reporting on the Application of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSH/FORO-IV/doc.7/10). (Paragraph approved)
15. To request the OAS General Secretariat complete the implementation of the electronic template for the submission of online annual reports on CSBMs (CP/CSH/INF.401/14) and to provide funding for this endeavor. (Paragraph approved)
16. To set February 12, 2015, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat as the date and place of the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures in order, as set forth in AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13), to review and evaluate existing CSBMs and to discuss, consider and propose additional measures. (Paragraph approved)
17. To analyze, at the aforesaid Forum, the relevance of discussing new confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs), such as those identified in the “Consensus of Miami: Declaration by Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” and in the Catalogue of CSBMs, as well as those that respect international law, in particular human rights, related to adopting and adapting domestic legislation in processes for obtaining data and information, in order to prevent, address, and investigate criminal activities that threaten security, in light of the realities of the 21st century. (Paragraph approved)
Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas
18. To urge member states and the General Secretariat to continue implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action in Follow-Up to the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas 2013-2015. (Paragraph approved) 

Support for the Central American Security Strategy 
19. To encourage member states and instruct the General Secretariat to continue collaborating with the Central American Integration System (SICA) on implementation of the Central American Security Strategy. (Paragraph approved)
The Americas as a zone of peace, cooperation, and peaceful settlement of disputes 
20. To declare the Americas as a Zone of Peace based on respect for the principles and standards of international law, including the international instruments to which the member states are parties and the Principles and Purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States.

Preventing violence and crime

21. To instruct the General Secretariat, through its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to establish and coordinate, in consultation with the member states, an Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime (the Network) to contribute to the efforts and capabilities of the member states, particularly in areas relating to participation by the population within the framework of citizen security and community organization. The Network, which is to comprise representatives of member states, governmental, nongovernmental, international, and regional organizations, will be technical in nature and will consider, among other actions, mechanisms, programs, practices for fostering hemispheric coordination and cooperation in the area of violence and crime prevention. The aforementioned Network will be composed with the agreement of the member states. The findings of its deliberations will be presented during the forty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly. (Paragraph approved)
22. To instruct the General Secretariat to establish a specific fund and its rules of procedure to support activities likely to help prevent violence and crime, including the Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime. The fund will be open to voluntary contributions by member states, observer states, and the international community. The Secretariat will report on the use and results of those funds based on the activities carried out through the Network. (Paragraph approved)
23. To include the subject of violence and crime prevention in the Schedule of Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for 2014-2015. (Paragraph approved)
The Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone 
/
24. To renew its support for the efforts of affected member states to rid their territories of antipersonnel land mines, destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone. (Paragraph approved)
25. To acknowledge the support demonstrated by 33 member states of the Hemisphere through their ratification of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); to encourage governments to continue working or supporting in the area of mine action in accordance with the Ottawa Convention, their mine action plans, and available resources; and to urge states that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to the Ottawa Convention as soon as possible to ensure its full and effective implementation in the Americas and contribute to its universalization. (Paragraph approved)
26. To urge those States Parties that requested extensions under Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention to make every effort necessary to comply with their obligations within their respective clearance deadlines. (Paragraph approved)
27. To congratulate the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which at the thirteenth meeting of the States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, held in Geneva in December 2013, was declared an anti-personnel mine-free territory, thereby fulfilling the commitment it made one year ahead of the established deadline. (Paragraph approved)
28. To firmly condemn, in accordance with the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines and improvised explosive devices by non-state actors, especially illegal armed groups in Colombia and Peru, which acts put at grave risk the population of the affected countries; and to strongly call upon non-state actors to observe the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention to facilitate progress toward a mine-free world. (Paragraph approved)
29. To note its gratitude for the cooperation that the AICMA provides to member states in the demining process and in the delivery of medical care to victims. Similarly, to note its gratitude for the support given by the Assistance Mission for Mine Clearance in South America (MARMINAS) through its participation with observers and provision of training, and to recognize the high level of cooperation between Ecuador and Peru, which has enabled great progress in clearing the Amazonian jungle area of antipersonnel mines. (Paragraph approved) 
30. To recognize that the bilateral humanitarian demining model and the management models established by Ecuador and Peru are an example of effective and efficient South-South cooperation that could be replicated in other member states and are the result of the appropriate implementation of an important confidence-building measure that includes joint training efforts, exchange of information, expertise and experience acquired in the performance of their obligations under the Ottawa Convention, and the creation of the Peru-Ecuador Binational Humanitarian Demining Unit. (Paragraph approved)
31. To underline that Colombia, which has the second largest number of new victims worldwide as a result of the use of these devices by non-state armed actors, hosted the “Global Conference on Assisting Landmines and other Explosive Remnants of War Survivors in the Context of Disability Rights and other Domains: Bridges between Worlds,” which took place in Medellin, Colombia, on April 3 and 4, 2014, and which had an important participation of the region and managed to advance the understanding of victim assistance, beyond the human rights approach embodied in the Ottawa Convention. (Paragraph approved)
32. To note that the UN General Assembly, by resolution A/RES/60/97, entitled “Assistance in mine action,” declared April 4 of every year as the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, and to invite states to mark the day in solidarity of the Member States concerned, in particular of their populations. (Paragraph approved)
33. To renew its call for all States and other relevant parties to work together to promote, support, and advance the care, rehabilitation and social and economic reintegration of mine victims, mine risk education programs and the removal and destruction of anti-personnel mines placed or stockpiled throughout the world. (Paragraph approved) 
34. To urge all States Parties to provide the Secretary-General with complete and timely information as required under Article 7 of the Convention in order to promote transparency and compliance with the Convention. (Paragraph approved)
35. To urge the States Parties to the Convention, interested states, the United Nations, other competent international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and competent nongovernmental organizations to attend the Third Review Conference, to be held in Maputo, Mozambique, from June 23 to 27, 2014, in order to make a substantive contribution to the deliberations and to discuss the progress achieved in the implementation of the Cartagena Declaration, “A Shared Commitment to a Mine-Free World and the Cartagena Action Plan 2010 – 2014: Ending the Suffering Caused by Antipersonnel Mines,” and to renew their commitment to the Convention. (Paragraph approved)
Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

36. To include the issue of transnational organized crime in the work plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for 2014-2015. (Paragraph approved)
37. To request the General Secretariat, in particular, the SMS and the Department of Legal Cooperation to conduct a study on the efforts it makes and the structure it is using to deal with issues connected with combating transnational organized crime, identifying strengths and potential areas for improvement, as well as challenges and threats, in order to avoid the duplication of tasks and more effectively support member states and the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime. The study shall be presented to the CSH by the beginning of the first quarter of 2015. (Paragraph approved)
38. To [USA: convene a joint meeting of request the CSH to hold a joint meeting with and the CAJP] in the first quarter of 2015 to address the issue of the fight against transnational organized crime. (Paragraph presented by the Chair) (ARG, VEN, BRA: suggest striking this paragraph)
ALT USA: (To merge paragraphs 38 and 39) To convene a joint meeting of the CSH and the CAJP in the first quarter of 2015 [MEX, PAN: as part of the internal analysis to generate synergies among the various organs] to address the issue of the fight against transnational organized crime, taking into account the study to be presented by the General Secretariat and [Chair: the discussions of] [ARG, BRA: the results of] the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, held on April 24 and 25, 2014, contained in the report of the Secretariat (RANDOT/doc.3/14) [ARG, BRA: to determine the best way to move forward with the analysis of future structures and coordination mechanisms for addressing the issue, as well as the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action/ COL, PAN: wish to keep this] [GTM: to determine the effectiveness and efficiency of current coordination mechanisms for addressing the issue, as well as the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action].

39. To request the CSH–taking into account the study to be presented by the General Secretariat, the outcome of the joint meeting with the CAJP, and the results of the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, held on April 24 and 25, 2014, contained in the report of the Secretariat (RANDOT/doc.3/14)–to determine the best way to move forward with the analysis of future structures and coordination mechanisms for addressing the issue. (Paragraph presented by the Chair) (ARG, VEN, BRA: suggest striking this paragraph)

40.
To instruct the General Secretariat to promote a virtual or teleconference meeting in the framework of the CSH on transnational organized crime among members of the OAS Directory of National Points of Contact for implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.
41. To encourage member states to continue to use the OAS Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition to communicate, coordinate, and exchange information. (Paragraph approved)
42. To take note of the dialogue that took place during the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, which reaffirmed the issue as a priority for member countries, given its impact on levels of violence and its link to other specific problems that make it more complex to solve; and the need for a holistic approach to effectively tackle this transnational problem, as well as the need for increased levels of cooperation and coordination among states and for more financial and technological resources to provide better training for forces that deal with TOC.  (Proposed by the delegation of Mexico)
43. To invite member states, permanent observers, and international organizations to make voluntary contributions to the specific fund to implement the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime. [OP 6, AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13) - modified]

44. To request the Permanent Council to continue, through the CSH, its consideration of the issue of transnational organized crime and to determine the best way to advance analysis of future structures to address the issue. [OP 9, AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)]
Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons

45. To thank the Government of Brazil for its offer to host the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons and to convene the aforementioned meeting for Brasilia, in the second half of 2014. To that end, to establish a working group to coordinate preparations for the Meeting of National Authorities, under the leadership of Brazil, with support from the General Secretariat. (Paragraph approved)
46. To request the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to review and update, as it deems relevant, the 2010-2015 Work Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, for consideration and approval by the national authorities at their fourth meeting. (Paragraph approved)
47. To welcome the “International Seminar on Strategic Coordination between Governments and Civil Society for the Integral Protection of Victims of Trafficking in Persons,” held in Lima, Peru, on September 11 and 12, 2013, and to highlight the proposals put forward, inter alia, to consider drafting an inter-American declaration against trafficking in persons. (Paragraph approved)
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

48. To reaffirm its commitment to the Declaration on Security in the Americas, in particular to the multidimensional approach to security, recognizing the important contribution it has made to the hemispheric agenda as well as the need to continue its implementation, considering the areas identified at the seminar commemorating the tenth anniversary, which addressed the relationship between security and social development, in order to strengthen hemispheric cooperation, help reduce poverty, promote social inclusion, and encourage a preventive approach to counter threats to regional development. (Paragraph approved)
49. To request the Permanent Council to consider, among other things, the areas identified in the commemorative dialogue and included in the report submitted by Mexico (CP/INF.6816/13) and to systematically continue with the dialogue on the Declaration on Security in the Americas on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. (Paragraph approved)
Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean

50. To express its pleasure with the successful holding of the Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean, under the theme “The Link between Security and Development in the Caribbean,” held within the Committee on Hemispheric Security at the Organization of American States in Washington D.C., on March 27, 2014. (Paragraph approved)
51. To note that the Inter-American Defense Board met with representatives of the CARICOM Security Working Group in order to comply with the request made by the small island states of the Caribbean to conduct a study on the possible components of a cyber-defense strategy for those states and to present them with options for a cyber-defense system in keeping with the IADB Statutes. (Paragraph approved)
52. To encourage the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to continue collaborating with the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) on security-related issues. (Paragraph approved)
53. To instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council on Integral Development (CIDI) to continue advancing, within the confines of their respective competence, those issues that have an impact on the security, sustainable integral development and stability of the small island states of the Caribbean. In that regard, to continue convening, the annual meeting on the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, re-emphasizing that their peculiar characteristics of small, fragile economies and scarce resources render these states particularly vulnerable and susceptible to the effects of the myriad forms of transnational organized crime and other insecurities. (Paragraph approved)
Consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

54. To call upon those states of the region that have not yet done so to sign or ratify the amendments to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco), adopted by the General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) in resolutions 267 (E-V), 268 (XII), and 290 (E-VII). (Paragraph approved) 
55. To note its pleasure that Antigua and Barbuda; Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and Tobago deposited their respective instruments of ratification of the amendments to the Treaty of Tlatelolco referred to in the previous paragraph. (Paragraph approved) 
56. To recognize the Treaty of Tlatelolco, on the 47th anniversary of its entry into force, as demonstrating the fact that the absence of nuclear weapons in the region strengthens security and confidence among the states of the Hemisphere and sets a clear example for other states that possess such weapons. (Paragraph approved) 
57. To also welcome the revitalization, strengthening, and constructive dynamics of OPANAL over the last two years, which have enabled it to forge clear goals and a renewed and increased presence and participation in international forums that deal with the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation agenda. (Paragraph approved) 
58. To encourage those states that have ratified the relevant protocols to the Treaty of Tlatelolco to review any reservations they have made thereon, in compliance with Action 9 of the Final Document of the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. (Paragraph approved)
59. To reiterate its interest in convening, as soon as possible, in consultation with the states of the region, a conference on the establishment in the Middle East of a zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction, on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at by all the states of the region, and with the full support and engagement of the nuclear-weapon states, as a key step in attaining the elimination of weapons of mass destruction. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of Canada)
Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere

60. To foster agreement and greater confidence among states in the region and to promote, as a priority objective, nuclear disarmament and nuclear nonproliferation and to contribute to complete and general disarmament toward propitiating greater trust among the member states. (Paragraph approved)

61. To reiterate the member states’ commitment to arms control, disarmament, and nonproliferation of all weapons of mass destruction and to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Convention on the Prohibition on the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention), the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention), and the 1925 Geneva Protocol to the 1907 Hague Convention. (Paragraph approved)
62. To reiterate our resolve to achieve the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons and to call on the States Parties to the NPT to fully implement the obligations and commitments contained in the Treaty, particularly those relating to Articles I, II, IV, and VI, as well as the commitments adopted in the final documents of the 2000 and 2010 Review Conferences of the Parties to the NPT, which include specific measures to achieve nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament and to promote peaceful uses of nuclear energy. (Paragraph approved)
63. To take note of the work of the open-ended working group to develop proposals to take forward multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations for the achievement and maintenance of a world without nuclear weapons, established by virtue of resolution 67/56 of the United Nations General Assembly, entitled “Taking forward multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations,” and chaired in 2013 by Costa Rica.
/ (Paragraph approved)

64. To recall that the 2010 NPT Review Conference expressed its deep concern for the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use of nuclear weapons and reaffirmed the need for states to comply at all times with the relevant international law, including international humanitarian law. (Paragraph approved)
65. To take note of the discussions on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons in Oslo, Norway (March 2013) and Nayarit, Mexico (February 2014) and to invite all member states to participate in the Third Conference on this subject to be held in Vienna, Austria, on December 8 and 9, 2014. (Paragraph approved) 
66. To urge states to consider signing or ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) as soon as possible, in particular the states listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty, so that it may enter into force in the shortest possible time. In this regard, to congratulate Indonesia for depositing its instrument of ratification in February 2012. (Paragraph approved)
67. To call on all states to comply fully with the Chemical Weapons Convention and to instruct the General Secretariat to explore the possibility of sharing experiences with the Technical Secretariat of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in the area of legislative implementation of international instruments and to collaborate, within its possibilities and when so requested, in any subregional cooperation programs the OPCW may establish in the Hemisphere and to report to the CSH on its efforts. (Paragraph approved) 
68. To call on all states to comply fully with the Biological Weapons Convention and instruct the OAS General Secretariat to explore the possibility of sharing experiences with the Convention Implementation Support Unit and, as appropriate, with the Pan American Health Organization, in accordance with its mandate, in the area of the legislative implementation of international instruments and other areas complementary to the Convention, such as epidemiological monitoring, and relevant scientific information and to report to the CSH on its efforts. (Paragraph approved) 
Illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons in all their aspects
69. To include the subject of illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons in all their aspects in the Schedule of Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for 2014-2015. (Paragraph approved)
69 bis.
[ECU: To take into account that further provisions on illicit trafficking in firearms are contained in Section II “Legal Instruments” of this resolution, under the heading “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).”

Protecting Critical Infrastructure in the Event of Disasters

70.
To include the topic of protection and strengthening of critical infrastructure in the event of disasters in the Schedule of Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for 2014–2015. (Paragraph approved)
II.
LEGAL INSTRUMENTS

71. To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention Against the illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). (Paragraph approved)

72. To request the Secretary General to present to the Permanent Council prior to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly a report on the status of signatures and ratifications of, and accessions to, the CIFTA and the CITAAC. (Paragraph approved)

73. To invite member states to consider signing and/or ratifying the Arms Trade Treaty. (Paragraph approved)

Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)

74. To continue implementing the “Course of Action 2012-2016 for the Operation and Implementation of the CIFTA,” adopted by the Third Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA, held at OAS headquarters on May 14 and 15, 2012. (Paragraph approved)

75. To adopt the draft Model Legislation on Security Measures to Eliminate Loss and Diversion of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials and the draft Model Legislation on Record-keeping, Confidentiality, and Exchange of Information related to the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials, both prepared by the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which the CIFTA Refers and adopted by the CIFTA Consultative Committee at its Fifteenth Meeting on May 6, 2014. To congratulate the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which the CIFTA Refers. (Paragraph approved)

76. To encourage member states, the Pro Tempore Secretariat, and the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA to make use of the new information and communication technology available within the General Secretariat in order to convene meetings of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers in order to review or update, as requested by the CIFTA Consultative Committee, model legislation already developed under the Convention. (Paragraph approved)

77. To request the General Secretariat to strengthen its ability to provide technical legislative assistance on topics related to the CIFTA, in particular through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs. (Paragraph approved)
78. To convene the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, in compliance with Article XXI of the Convention, as a one-day event during the first half of 2015, at OAS headquarters, in order to consider, chiefly, the topic of legislative measures, as agreed on in the Course of Action, and to ask the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA to support its preparation and follow-up. (Paragraph approved)
79. To take note with satisfaction of the proposal to consider the possibility of establishing the Inter-American Network of Oversight Agencies for Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials, and to support its consideration at the sixteenth regular meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee. (Paragraph approved)
80. To reiterate the importance of standardizing rules and procedures for the import, export, transportation, and transfer of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials; to ask the states party to the Convention to convey to the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA their comments on the document “Model Law for Strengthening Oversight at Export Points”; and to request that the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA, based on the comments made by the states party, prepare a report for consideration at the Sixteenth Meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee. (Paragraph approved)
81. To support the initiative of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA to participate through the Secretariat pro tempore, in the Biennial Meeting of States on the Implementation of the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons, to be convened from June 16 to 20, 2014 at United Nations Headquarters in New York. (Paragraph approved)
82. To thank the Government of the United States for its support for the project “Promoting the Marking of Firearms in Latin America and the Caribbean,” and to entrust its follow-up to the General Secretariat. (Paragraph approved)
83. To convene the first meeting of the Working Group to analyze the document “OAS Firearms Standards: Marking and Record-keeping,” to last two days, during the second half of 2014. (Paragraph approved)
84. To redouble efforts between the organs and entities of the OAS in order to create greater synergies for the implementation of the CIFTA and with the related processes, as applicable, that exist under the aegis of the United Nations: the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons (UNPOA), the International Tracking Instrument (ITI), the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), and the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, particularly its Protocol against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components, and ammunition, and to ask the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA to attend the events dealing with those international instruments and to report back to the Permanent Council through the Committee on Hemispheric Security. (Paragraph approved)
85. To ask the CIFTA Technical Secretariat to attend subregional events currently underway in the areas covered by the CIFTA in order to strengthen ties with subregional processes, and to report back to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on the results of those efforts. (Paragraph approved)
86. To invite the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) to promote, in the framework of international cooperation, exchange of information and experience with marking and tracing initiatives implemented in a number of member states, such as the Ballistics and Biometrics Laboratory, pursuant to the provisions of Article 2 of the Convention. Also to invite other member states to do so voluntarily if they wish. (Paragraph approved)
87. To instruct the Technical Secretariat of the CIFTA to prepare by first the quarter of 2015 a record of initiatives presented by member states in accordance with the previous paragraph, with a view to identifying best practices and sharing experience. (Paragraph approved)
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) 
88. To reaffirm the commitment to the principles contained in the CITAAC and the commitment assumed in the Declaration of Punta del Este, adopted at the X Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, to promote universal participation in and full implementation of said Convention. (Paragraph approved)
89. To request that the General Secretariat, through the SMS, prepare consolidated annual reports for 2013 and 2014. (Paragraph approved)
90. To urge States Parties to submit in a timely fashion annual reports and notifications in compliance with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the CITAAC, and to identify before July 1 of each year national points of contact to contribute to the preparation of notifications and annual reports. (Paragraph approved)
91. To request the General Secretariat to contact the non-member states of the Organization so that they may contribute to the objective of the CITAAC by providing information annually to the General Secretariat on their exports of conventional weapons to States Parties to the CITAAC, in accordance with Article V thereof. (Paragraph approved)
92. To set January 29, 2015, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat as the date and place of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention, in accordance with Article VIII of the CITAAC and AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13), and to request that the General Secretariat budget for the above conference and its two one-day preparatory meetings and that it support preparations for and follow-up on said conference. (Paragraph approved)
III.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION (ARTICLE 91.F 
OF THE CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES)

Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) 

93. To reaffirm that countering the world drug problem is a common and shared responsibility that must be addressed in a multilateral setting, that it requires an integral and balanced approach and that it must be carried out in full conformity with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter and other provisions of international law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on human rights and, in particular, with respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, for the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs of States and for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and on the basis of the principles of equal rights and mutual respect. (Paragraph approved)
94.
To reaffirm that the world drug problem should be addressed in accordance with the provisions in the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, amended by the 1972 Protocol, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988, which constitute the framework of the international drug control system. (Paragraph approved)
95.
To invite member states to implement or strengthen, as appropriate, a public health and human rights perspective in their demand reduction public policies based on an integral, multidisciplinary and intersectoral approach based on scientific evidence, according to their individual situation, which incorporates prevention, early intervention, treatment, care, rehabilitation, recovery and social reintegration measures. (Paragraph approved)
96.
Also to invite member states to promote and put in practice prevention measures, including those oriented to counter the social consequences related to the drug problem. (Paragraph approved)
97.
To establish an “alternatives to incarceration” working group within the framework of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and instruct the Group to prepare a technical report on existing alternatives to incarceration for drug-related offenses in accordance with the three international drug control conventions, taking into account national legislative frameworks and the contents of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Plan of Action 2011 – 2015, and instruct it to present its progress at CICAD 56 and its final report at CICAD 57. (Paragraph approved)
98.
To recommend that member states continue their efforts to adopt or improve comprehensive and balanced measures aimed at reducing the availability of the illicit supply of drugs. (Paragraph approved)
99.
To encourage member states to consider, as part of their national policies, comprehensive and sustainable alternative development programs and measures—including, where appropriate, preventive alternative development—aimed at eliminating the factors that cause poverty, social exclusion, and environmental degradation in order, inter alia, to avert the involvement of vulnerable populations in activities connected with illicit drug production and trafficking. (Paragraph approved)
100.
To invite member states to continue a broad, transparent, inclusive and scientific-based discussion within the framework of the three international drug control conventions and other relevant international instruments, and encourage discussion on approaches to address the world drug problem in the Hemisphere to enable the exchange of best practices and lessons learned to serve as inputs to the special session of the United Nations General Assembly to be held in 2016. (Paragraph approved)
101.
To reaffirm the importance of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as the Inter-American instrument to evaluate drug control policies in the Hemisphere; to recognize the methodology introduced in the Sixth Evaluation Round of this mechanism in order to measure the progress of the member states in reaching the objectives of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy of 2010, in accordance with the actions agreed upon in the Plan of Action 2011-2015; and to thank the work of the general coordinators of the Governmental Expert Group (GEG) for the MEM’s Sixth Round and the experts that make up the GEG and the MEM Section of CICAD for the intense task undertaken. In this vein, to welcome the future accomplishment of the objectives of the GEG within the established timeframe and available resources. (Paragraph approved)
102.
To recognize the opportunity to strengthen the evaluation process to measure the impact of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action through, inter alia, the inclusion of indicators. (Paragraph approved)
103.
To invite member states to consider implementing within the legislative framework of each member state the recommendations of the Group of Experts for the Control of Money Laundering, bearing in mind, inter alia, the following lines of action: strengthening the capacities of the authorities in charge of combating money laundering and related crimes; improvement of the efficiency of international cooperation in the area of recovery of assets; development and/or strengthening of asset forfeiture systems, including asset investigation, the management of assets derived from crime and specialized units to address the issue; and advancing the study of methodological instruments to allow each country to develop its analysis of risk factors, in cooperation with specialized international organizations. (Paragraph approved)
104.
To take note of discussions at CICAD 55 on the special session of the OAS General Assembly to be held on September 19, 2014, in Guatemala, which will provide for a reflection on the world drug problem in the Americas within the international legal framework and instruct CICAD to provide inputs to said special session. (Paragraph approved)
105.
To take note of the Conclusions of the Chair (CICAD/doc.2069/13) of the LIV regular session of CICAD, held in Bogota, Colombia, 11-13 December 2013, together with the Conclusions of the Chair (CICAD/doc 2113/14) of the LV regular session of CICAD, held in Washington, D.C., from 29 April –1 May, 2014. (Paragraph approved)
106.
To adopt the Work Plan of the CICAD Executive Secretariat for 2014, in accordance with the CICAD Statutes and in fulfillment of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and the Plan of Action 2011-2015, and entrust the Executive Secretariat to execute the corresponding actions and continue offering technical assistance to build capacities in member states, in accordance with this work plan. (Paragraph approved)
107.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue offering the CICAD Executive Secretariat the necessary support and to encourage member states, permanent observers and other international donors to continue providing voluntary contributions to allow the Secretariat to continue executing its mandates. (Paragraph approved)
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

108. To invite member states to cooperate with the General Secretariat in implementing the commitments contained in the CICTE Work Plan for 2014 adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism at the Fourteenth Regular Session, including cooperation in its work areas of Cybersecurity, Border Controls, Legislative Assistance and Combating Terrorism Financing, Critical Infrastructure Protection and International Cooperation. (Paragraph approved)
109. To take note of the CICTE Chair’s initiative to seek ways to continue to improve the effectiveness of the National Points of Contact meeting and the long-term financial sustainability of CICTE. (Paragraph approved)
110. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing the CICTE Secretariat with necessary support to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates, including support for convening and holding the Fifteenth Regular Session of CICTE, scheduled to be held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C., on March 18 to 20, 2015, and of the Thirteenth Meeting of National Points of Contact to CICTE, which will take place in conjunction with that regular session, as well as the three one-day meetings to be held on December 5, 2014; January 23, 2015; and February 20, 2015, at the headquarters of the Organization. (Paragraph approved)
111. To request the Chair of CICTE to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the mandates set out in the CICTE Work Plan. (Paragraph approved)
Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 
/
112. To foster civilian-military relationships within the IADB, urging member states to constitute joint delegations and encouraging the appointment of civilian and military experts to the Council of Delegates and the working groups of the IADB. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
113. To encourage member states [CRI, NIC: that deem it appropriate] [GTM: to continue supporting to support] the Inter-American Defense College [SLV: as an educational entity of the OAS] and to [CHL: invite urge] them to designate civilian and military candidates to attend courses at that entity. (Paragraph presented by the Chair)
ALT CHL: [VCT: To acknowledge Saludar / PAR: To commend] the Inter-American Defense College for having achieved academic accreditation as a postgraduate institution and to invite member states to select civilian and military candidates to pursue their studies there.

113 bis.

[NIC: To request the Inter-American Defense College (IADC) to report to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on its curriculum as well as on its participants and the topics to be developed in said institution.]
114. To [CHI, PAN: invite urge] [URU: those member states that so deem appropriate] to make voluntary financial contributions to the IADB as well as non-financial contributions in the form of staff and technical assistance. (Paragraph presented by the Chair)
ALT ARG, VEN (To replace paragraphs 113 and 114): To invite those member states that deem it appropriate to consider continuing to provide the IADB with the necessary financial and human resources to support the institution and to promote the academic training of military and civilian officials by the Inter-American Defense College. (OP 74, AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13) 

115. To request the IADB and the SMS to inform the CSH about their efforts to coordinate shared topics and to identify possible areas for improvement in military and defense issues. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegations of Bolivia and Venezuela)
116. To request that the IADB, in the framework of its Statutes: (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
a. continue to foster cooperation among the various defense forums and agencies in the Hemisphere for exchanging experiences on matters within their areas of responsibility and to report to the CSH; (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
b. continue to participate, when applicable, in meetings and events on defense matters and report to the CSH on its participation; (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
c. continue to provide technical, consultative, and educational advisory services to member states upon request; and (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
d. present reports at the request of the CSH on military and defense issues, particularly in relation to confidence- and security-building measures; the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC); demining; stockpile management, security, and destruction; the institutional memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas; humanitarian assistance; and search and rescue activities in disasters. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
117. To request that the IADB report to [ARG: , in its 2015 annual report, present a report to in 2015 inform] the CSH on measures it has taken to further establish itself as source of expertise on contemporary strategic issues on military and defense. (NIC, MEX, VEN: suggest striking this paragraph) 
118. To request that the IADB hold [USA: an [PAR: annual / regular] high-level defense and military officials’ plenary meeting meetings] [URU: when deemed appropriate] [URU, ARG: of [URU: high-level high-ranking] civilian and military officials officers] on a thematic issue under Article [URU: 3 3.c] of the IADB Statutes. Hold the first such meeting on defense white papers, in the first quarter of 2015. (Paragraph presented by the delegation of the United States) (NIC, MEX, VEN: suggest striking this paragraph; VCT: supports the official wording)
ALT SLV, GTM, PAN, PER: To request the IADB to convene a seminar of civilian and military officials in the first quarter of 2015 to consider the subject of white papers.

ALT CAN: To request the IADB to convene regular meetings of high-level civilian and military officials in the first quarter of 2015 to consider the subject of white papers.

119. To instruct the IADB to prepare, with the interested member states, a proposal for technical assistance services for mine clearing and stockpile destruction activities, to make that proposal available to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security through the OAS’s Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines Program (AICMA) and Program of Assistance for Control of Arms and Munitions (PACAM), for future cooperation projects, and to present the results for consideration by the Permanent Council through the Committee on Hemispheric Security. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
120. To instruct the IADB to prepare a technical study on the handling, securing, and destruction of munitions and explosives and to present its findings to the Permanent Council through the Committee on Hemispheric Security. (Paragraph approved, ad referendum of the delegation of Bolivia)
IV.
FOLLOW-UP AND REPORTING

121. To instruct the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to submit in due course its 2014-2015 plan of activities for consultations or proper oversight by the member states. (Paragraph approved)
122. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. (Paragraph approved) 
FOOTNOTES

1.
… and expertise on certain subject matters.  The issue of data privacy is one such matter.  The issue is not a Committee on Hemispheric Security issue; rather, it belongs to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) or the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).

The United States strongly supports privacy rights and the right of freedom of expression as set forth in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and protected under the U.S. Constitution and U.S. Laws and understands this resolution to be consistent with longstanding U.S. views regarding the ICCPR, including Articles 2 and 17.  Such rights are pillars of our democracy.  As the OAS seeks to define its strategic vision, it also needs to consider working strategically in appropriate committees without redundancy to effectively deliver democracy, prosperity, and security to our citizens in the Americas.

4.
… the United States’ comprehensive review of its antipersonnel landmine policy is ongoing.

5.
… nuclear disarmament.  The only practical and realistic path to the elimination of nuclear weapons lies in a step by step process that has reduced dramatically nuclear arsenals from their Cold War highs and which the United States seeks to build on through negotiations with Russia on further reductions and through support for FMCT, CTBT and Nuclear Weapon Free Zones.

6.
… or to any commitment assumed by the states in connection with this topic.


OEA/Ser.P


AG/doc.5435/14

29 May 2014


Original: Spanish


Item 58 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SEARCH
FOR NEW APPROACHES AND EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES FOR ADDRESSING THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM 
IN THE AMERICAS

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 27, 2014, 
and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly
ad referendum of the delegations of Brazil and United States)

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2556 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2621 (XLI-O/11) whereby it endorsed the Hemispheric Strategy on Drugs and the Hemispheric Plan of Action on Drugs 2011-2015;

REAFFIRMING the commitments made in the Declaration of Antigua, Guatemala, “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas,” particularly those urging the adoption of new approaches to the world drug problem in the Americas based on knowledge and scientific evidence, advancing in a coordinated manner in the search for effective solutions to the world drug problem, with a comprehensive, strengthened, balanced, and multidisciplinary approach with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms that incorporates public health, education, and social inclusion, together with preventive actions to address transnational organized crime, and the strengthening of democratic institutions, as well as promotion of local and national development; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1)

TAKING NOTE of the “Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas”;

REAFFIRMING that countering the world drug problem is a common and shared responsibility that must be addressed in a multilateral setting, that it requires an integrated and balanced approach, and that it must be carried out in full conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and other provisions of international law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on human rights, and, in particular, with full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of states, for the principle of non-intervention in their internal affairs, and for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and on the basis of the principles of equal rights and mutual respect; (United Nations General Assembly resolution AG/Res/68/197, December 18, 2013, paragraph 2)
REAFFIRMING ALSO that all persons are equal before the law and enjoy all internationally recognized human rights, without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed, or any other factor; (Article II of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man)

PP5 BIS
RECOGNIZING the importance for the judicial branch, public prosecutor’s offices, the police, the prison system, and other state entities to develop and strengthen the capability to respond effectively through lawful measures to prevent and suppress crime and violence; [ad referendum of BR]

PP6 BIS

REAFFIRMING that [BR: public security] policies to address the world drug problem that have to do with supply reduction and control measures must comply with international human rights standards that consider, inter alia, that the illegal and arbitrary use of force is incompatible with the common good in a democratic society and unjustifiable in the name of crime and violence prevention and control; [BR: ad referendum of BR and US]
RECOGNIZING that the world drug problem, including its political, economic, social, and environmental costs, has become an increasingly complex, dynamic, and multicausal challenge that creates negative effects on health, social relations, and citizen security and on the integrity of democratic institutions, public policies, development, and economic activities and that, under the principle of common and shared responsibility, it requires a comprehensive, balanced, multidisciplinary approach, built on a framework of full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP2)

UNDERSCORING that the problem is not limited to the supply of and demand for drugs and to money laundering, but rather that the world drug problem can contribute to, and be exacerbated by, structural problems of a social nature; 

DEEPLY MOVED by the large number of human lives lost and cut short, as well as the great suffering caused by the world drug problem; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP5) 

CONVINCED that policies to reduce illicit drug demand should focus on the welfare of individuals and their environment, so that, from a multisectoral and multidisciplinary approach and using available scientific evidence and best practices, they can be based on approaches to mitigate the negative impact of drug abuse, reinforce the social fabric, and strengthen justice, human rights, health, development, social inclusion, citizen security, and collective well-being; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP8)

REITERATING the need to strengthen state institutions and public policies and strategies for social inclusion, particularly those related to education, health, and citizen security, in order to enhance prevention of drug abuse and of drug-related violence and crimes, with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP9)
REITERATING ALSO the importance of greater allocation of public and private resources for the implementation of prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and social reintegration programs; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP10) 


REITERATING FURTHER in this regard the importance of public policies for social inclusion;


RECOGNIZING that the experiences of various governments and societies with the world drug problem and the new approaches they have developed to address it can be a source of global learning for the evolution of current drug policies;


AGREEING that among the most evident and harmful effects of drug abuse is the breaking of social ties, which requires that consideration be given to promoting polices that focus on the person, strengthen those ties, and allow people to embark on and continue with their life plans, in terms of employment and vocational integration, establishment of a family, and development in society, among other things; 
REAFFIRMING that drug policies must have a crosscutting human rights perspective in line with the parties’ obligations under international law and must be designed and implemented with gender awareness, in order to promote and achieve, inter alia, the well-being of individuals, their social inclusion, and access to justice and health; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP10 and OP11, merged and shortened) 

REAFFIRMING ALSO our commitment to encourage broad and open debate on the world drug problem so that all sectors of society participate and continue offering, as appropriate, their experience and knowledge of the different aspects of the phenomenon and thereby contribute to the strengthening of national strategies as fundamental elements for the effectiveness of public policies; and (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP7) 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the commitment of the states to initiate a process of consultations, based on the Declaration of Antigua, to be held, inter alia, in the following settings: at the national level, in regional multidisciplinary groups, in the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), in the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, held in Medellin, Colombia, in November 2013, and in specialized meetings coordinated by the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States with other regional organizations and entities, (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP20)
RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm that drug policies must be carried out with full respect for national and international law, including due process and full respect for human rights, comprising their obligations regarding civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to promote and preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP1)
[BR: 1 bis]
To reaffirm that preventive and criminal justice actions to address the world drug problem in the Americas must be carried out in full compliance with the law, in particular the principles of legality or respect for the law, including respect for the rights to a fair trial and judicial protection in the event of any violation of human rights caused by the action or omission of government agents or third parties, and in compliance with due process and with respect for human rights, comprising civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere. [taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13, OP1).] [Ad referendum of Brazil]


2.
To reaffirm the commitment to continue advancing in a coordinated manner in the search for effective solutions to the world drug problem with a comprehensive, balanced, and multidisciplinary approach with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, which are directly related to the right of people to live with dignity, and so their purpose is to promote and secure the well-being of people, their social inclusion, and their access to justice, education, and health, together with preventive actions to address transnational organized crime and the strengthening of democratic institutions, as well as promotion of local and national development. (final part of AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP1)

3.
To reaffirm that all member states have a duty to ensure that all measures adopted to address the world drug problem are in compliance with their obligations under international law (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP2) 

4.
To urge states, in their drug policies to address the world drug problem, to comply fully with their obligations under applicable international law, regarding [BR: the prohibition of] cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, noting in particular the absolute prohibition of torture, including the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP3)

5.
To urge member states to consider policies that promote adequate social and health care for incarcerated persons, including those involved in drug abuse.

6.
To invite the IACHR to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights by supporting the efforts of member states that so request to comply appropriately with their international human rights commitments when developing and executing measures to address the world drug problem, and to invite it to pay attention to the possible negative effects of human rights. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP4) 

[BR: 6 bis]
Also to request the IACHR to draft a hemispheric report on the impact of certain actions aimed at the criminal prosecution of drug trafficking on human rights, through a process enlisting the participation of member states and other pertinent areas of the Organization, as well as civil society and academic institutions. [ad referendum of BR and US]

7.
In addition, to request that the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) continue paying attention to the effects on the rights of women that could derive from policies for tackling the global drugs problem.
8.
To request the Executive Secretariats of the IACHR, the CIM, and CICAD, as well as other relevant OAS areas, to establish and strengthen their ongoing collaboration, including on the topic of promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, women’s rights, in the adoption of measures or policies to address the world drug problem, including implementation of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and the Plan of Action 2011-2015. 


9.
To request that the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, in close coordination with the Secretariats of the IACHR and the CIM, jointly convene a meeting of experts to exchange national experiences and good practices with the adoption of comprehensive drug policies under a human rights perspective, with a view to presenting a document with recommendations to be used as an input by the OAS Permanent Council, during the first half of 2015, in accordance with available resources. [ad referendum of US]
10.
To request the General Secretariat to take the necessary action, with support from the member states, to implement the present resolution. 
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Item 15 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
 TECHNOLOGIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting of May 27, 2014, 
and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Chile)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolution AG/RES. 2765 (XLIII-O/13), “Support from CITEL for the Implementation of the Outcomes of the Sixth Summit of the Americas and the High-Level World Conferences held in 2012 and in Preparation for International Telecommunication Events for the 2013-2014 Cycle,” 
/
/ by which the OAS General Assembly expressed its support for the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, as well as its interest in representation of the member states of the Organization in that meeting by their highest-level governmental telecommunication authorities; and

That from February 10 to 13, 2014, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL was held in Santo Domingo, where the Declaration of Santo Domingo was adopted,

CONSIDERING:
That CITEL has worked in several priority activities for the period 2010-2013 that included: roaming; reducing e-waste; promoting greater international cooperation in ensuring the security and robustness of international telecommunication networks; calling for greater investment in broadband infrastructure; improving access to emergency services; recommending a model for developing a national strategy to mitigate online risks to children; spectrum management and monitoring; and advancing preparation of inter-american proposals for the World Radiocommunication Conference, the World Telecommunication Development Conference and the Plenipotentiary Conference; and

That on February 10, 2014, a Strategic Dialogue on “Broadband and Internet Development in the Americas” was held with a unique audience mix including ministers, regulators, industry CEOs, heads of international organizations, and academic leaders considering the importance of ensuring that the potential of broadband connectivity and the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications technologies are available to all;
RECOGNIZING:

That while in recent years considerable progress has been made in access to information and communications technologies in some areas, the digital divide persists in many member states, further recognizing that thre are significant challenges due to less than 60.8 per cent of the population in the Americas using the Internet; 

That information and communications technologies present new opportunities and challenges, and that the establishment of national telecommunication policy and effective regulatory frameworks that promote the sustainable development of telecommunication/ICT services can foster economic growth, competitiveness, access to information and knowledge, and social inclusion;


That it is necessary to prepare proposals coordinated at the regional levelto be presented at international forums on matters for determining the strategy for telecommunication/ICT development in the region if the shared objectives of the members states in this area are to be achieved; 
The pivotal role of the OAS in promoting development and that information and communications technologies have the potential to provide new solutions to development challenges, and can foster economic growth, competitiveness, access to information and knowledge, and social inclusion; and

That the OAS, through CITEL, is in an ideal position and has the necessary experience to serve as the forum for the coordination, debate and harmonization of national and regional telecommunication strategies and policy, as well as information exchange in this area,
RESOLVES:
1.
To congratulate and thank the Government of the Dominican Republic for successfully hosting the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL). 

2.
To endorse the Declaration of Santo Domingo, adopted on February 13, 2013 (see Appendix I), which is an integral part of this resolution.

3.
To urge CITEL to continue coordinating efforts to develop, and improve telecommunication/ICTs and to continue to provide a platform where policymakers, regulators, private sector representatives, researchers, academics, and other interested parties can exchange views, experiences, and best practices in this area for the establishment and implementation of sustainable national policies, strategies and plans, through sharing best practices.

4.
To foster cooperation, among member states on telecommunication/ICT development issues, by providing through CITEL the forum for consensus building on telecommunication/ICT technical and policy issues for international conferences.

5.
To urge the member states to participate in the activities of CITEL in order to ensure regional representation in the debates.

6.
To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue devoting to CITEL the financial support necessary to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates.
7.
To request that CITEL report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

FOOTNOTES


1.
… to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate.


2.
… in that during that event, the Heads of State and Government were unable to consider or adopt the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on a footing of sovereign equality. We reaffirm that a “Summit of the Americas” cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative paragraphs on the core themes were part of the Political Declaration and as the latter were not adopted, nor were the former. For that reason, Nicaragua disagrees with making references to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted.

ANNEX

DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO

February 13, 2014

We, the representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), gathered at the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from February 10 to 13, 2014,

BEARING IN MIND:

a)
The importance of renewing our commitment to achieving the development targets and objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals;

b)
That the Heads of State and Government, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas,
,
 defined “access to and use of ICTs,” “integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas,” and “disaster risk reduction and management” as three of the five main mandates of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, and that these are integral parts of the core mandate of CITEL;

c)
That the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito identify the contribution of ICTs to education, health, employment, culture, and economic development, among others; and

d)
That the Heads of State, Ministers, [tr.] heads of regional organizations, and high-level representatives of the private and academia sectors, at the Connect Americas Summit, held in 2012, reaffirmed the importance of the inclusion of the many stakeholders on issues such as broadband infrastructure, digital inclusion, and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)’ role in public safety,

CONSIDERING:

That the OAS General Assembly: 

a)
Established CITEL in 1994 as an autonomous and decentralized entity to serve as the OAS’ leading advisory body in all matters relating to telecommunications/ICT in the Hemisphere;

b)
In its resolution AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), instructs CITEL “to remain a forum for dialogue, coordination, and cooperation in the telecommunication area in the Hemisphere and to maintain a high level in providing technical assistance and capacity-building in the member states ….”;

c)
In its resolution AG/RES. 2765 (XLIII-O/13), emphasized that the core competencies of CITEL in the field of ICTs, such as assistance in bridging the digital divide; regional and international cooperation; and radio spectrum management are of crucial importance in building the Information Society; and urged CITEL to promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies, as applicable, to expand the use of ICTs, with support from the private sector and social actors of the [capitalized in resolution 2765- tr.]Hemisphere, in accordance with commitments undertaken at the Sixth Summit of the Americas;

d)
In its resolution AG/RES. 2765 (XLIII-O/13) refers to the fact that CITEL will promote the preparations of the Americas for the 2014 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-14), the 2014 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-14), and the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15), as well as the 2016 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-16); and

e)
That CITEL is recognized by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Resolution 58 (Guadalajara, 2010)) as the principal regional telecommunication organization of the Americas,

RECOGNIZING:

a)
That active participation in the “digital economy” through the advent of telecommunications/ICTs is essential in promoting economic growth, competitiveness, and access to knowledge through information, contributing to the eradication of poverty and the integration of all countries;

b)
That telecommunications/ICTs are the most efficient and effective instruments in enabling ample access for all to information and education and in allowing for freedom of speech and expression, which are essential components to the promotion of democracy, the defense of human rights, the assurance of security and the fostering of integral development and prosperity in the hemisphere, the four pillars of the Organization of American States (OAS);

c)
That CITEL’s activities on telecommunication/ICTs during 2010-2014 term have directly contributed to the implementation of the four pillars the OAS;

d)
That public policies must be adopted that are aimed at resolving the problems that affect our people, in particular women, utilizing information and communications technologies as a means of implementing those policies, in accordance with the 2013 Santo Domingo Consensus of the XII Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean”;

e)
That telecommunication/ICTs are essential components of early warning disaster prevention and disaster risk reduction systems, and that telecommunication/ICTs can greatly improve the efficiency and effectiveness of disaster management and mitigation; and

f)
That CITEL approved 13 inter-American proposals for the 2010 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-10), seven inter-American proposals for the 2010 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10), more than 200 inter-American proposals for the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12), 14 inter-American proposals for the 2012 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12), and 39 inter-American proposals to the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12),

DECLARE:

1.
That we reaffirm our support to CITEL as the leading intergovernmental organization of the OAS in all matters relating to telecommunications/ICTs;

2.
That, in order to fulfill its mandate, purposes and objectives, CITEL is fully dependent on and cannot exist as it is without the annual regular fund budget from the OAS;

3.
That CITEL must strive, within its mandate, to directly contribute to the implementation of the four pillars of the OAS;

AGREE:

1.
To strengthen CITEL’s role as the principal intergovernmental organization entity for telecommunications and information and communication technologies (ICTs).

2.
To identify, promote and implement measures aimed at ensuring the financial and operational sustainability of CITEL.

3.
To promote greater participation by the Member States and associate members comprising CITEL, promoting the incorporation of new actors related to the telecommunications/ICT sector.

4.
To promote, in the framework of CITEL, the drafting of recommendations and best practices/principles that promote issues for the benefit of telecommunication service users.

5.
To strengthen cooperation in formulating strategies for the development and deployment of broadband in order to promote connectivity and the social, economic, and cultural development of our peoples.

6.
To devote special attention to the most disadvantaged, remote, and/or hard-to-access populations, persons with disabilities, older persons, women, children, indigenous peoples, with the aim of digital inclusion, and ensuring that telecommunications/ICT facilitate their development.

7.
To promote cooperation within the Organization of American States (OAS) with the aim of optimizing resources and strengthening the coordination of telecommunication/ICTs related projects. 

8.
To foster and strengthen regulatory frameworks that promote competition, investment, innovation, users’ rights, and public-private partnerships.

9.
To identify measures to promote the affordability and transparency of international roaming services, focusing especially on the realities and needs of border areas.

10.
To promote the most effective ways to support regional cooperation to enhance cybersecurity and to protect children on the Internet.

11.
To promote the development of strategies that recognize telecommunications/ICT infrastructure as a determining factor in natural disaster prevention and mitigation, rescue and relief, and reconstruction actions;

12.
To promote access to broadband in order to reduce the technological gap among and within societies of the Hemisphere, placing special emphasis on the reduction of costs of international Internet connectivity for landlocked developing countries and small developing island States.
13.
To promote the interconnection of international networks through national and regional traffic exchange points to improve quality and increase connectivity, and network resilience, promoting competition and the reduction of international telecommunication interconnection costs.

14.
To promote the creation of local content that facilitates growing use of broadband access, promoting cultural exchange and the digital inclusion of all peoples.

15.
To strengthen CITEL’s training program, which is conducted in coordination with Regional Training Centers, the Center of Excellence for the Americas of the International Telecommunication Union, the private sector, and regional and subregional organizations, through the use of advanced education and research networks and the establishment of Caribbean networks, and with other civil society entities;
16.
To continue strengthening cooperation and collaboration with other pertinent regional and subregional organizations in the telecommunications/ICT area in the Americas and with organizations outside the region.

In witness whereof, the delegates of the OAS member states participating in the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission hereby adopt this Declaration in the city of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on February 13, 2014.

	Argentina
	Brazil

	Canada
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	Costa Rica
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Item 15 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION 
MODIFICATIONS TO CITEL STATUTE AND REGULATIONS 

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27 and transmitted to the
General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Chile and Venezuela)

(Pending Articles 17q; 17r; 17s; 17t; 26p1; and 27
of the Statutes contained in Annex 1 hereto)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
[image: image4.wmf] 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

 

HAVING SEEN:

Revisions to the CITEL Statute and Regulations approved  by the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL by means of Resolution CITEL RES. 73 (VI-40),
CONSIDERING:
That modifications to the CITEL Statute approved by the CITEL Assembly, pursuant to Articles 5 and  34 of the CITEL Statute, are subject to the approval of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), and all modifications to the CITEL Regulations, approved by the CITEL Assembly,  must be sent to the OAS General Assembly for its information,   
RESOLVES:
1.
To approve, nunc pro tunc as of the date of its approval by the Sixth Regular Meeting of CITEL Assembly, by means of Resolution CITEL RES. 73 (VI-14), all modifications to the CITEL Statute contained in Annex 1 herein.
2.
To take note of modifications to CITEL Regulations approved by the Sixth Regular Meeting of CITEL Assembly by means of Resoltuion CITEL RES. 73 (VI-14) contained in Annex 2 herein.
ANNEX 1:

	
	PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE STATUTE OF CITEL 
	

	
	(Document approved at the Third Plenary Session of the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL)
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STATUTE OF THE


INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION


COMMISSION

CHAPTER ONE
ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP

Article 1 
Nature, Mission, and Vision
The Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) is an entity of the Organization of American States (hereinafter "the Organization"), established by the General Assembly, in accordance with Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization.

CITEL has the mission to facilitate and promote the integral and sustainable development of interoperable, innovative and reliable telecommunications/ICTs in the Americas, under the principles of universality, equity and affordability.

The vision of CITEL is the full integration of the American States into the Global Information Society, with a view to enabling and accelerating social, economic and environmentally sustainable development for all the region’s inhabitants through the development of telecommunications and information and communication technologies (ICTs).
CITEL   enjoys technical autonomy in the performance of its functions, within the limits of the Charter of the Organization, this Statute, and the mandates of the General Assembly of the Organization.
Article 2  
Structure

CITEL shall achieve its objectives through the following bodies:

a.
The Assembly of CITEL;

b.
The Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL);

c.
The Permanent Consultative Committees; and

d.
The Secretariat.

Article 3  
Objectives and Functions   



a.
To facilitate and promote, by all means available to it, the continuing development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) (hereinafter telecommunications/ICTs) in the Hemisphere in pursuance of sustainable development.

b.
To promote and foster the existence of appropriate telecommunications/ICTs that contribute to the integral development process in the region, with particular attention to underserved areas.

c.
To organize promote, and evaluate the periodic holding of meetings of technicians and experts to study planning, financing, construction, operation, standardization, technical assistance, maintenance, and other matters related to the use and development of   telecommunications/ICTs in the Americas.

d.
To promote the unification of criteria and technical standards for the installation, operation, and maintenance of systems, in order to obtain maximum benefit from the facilities available to each country and to the region in general, in the global standardization framework of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and other relevant standardization organizations.

e.
To promote and study technical assistance, in agreement with the governments of the respective countries, giving priority to the needs of developing countries.

 telecommunications/ICT networks of the Member States of CITEL.

g.
To recommend studies and promote the adoption of official agreements among governments of Member States of the Organization for the planning, installation, maintenance, and operation of telecommunications/ICT systems in the Hemisphere.

h.
To promote and encourage the study and dissemination of the impact of telecommunications on the environment and climate change and their relationship to ICTs, in keeping with policies developed by the ITU and other organizations with competence in this area.

i.
To promote the harmonization, equitable access, and efficient use of the radio spectrum among the Member States, devoting special attention to the needs of developing countries.

j.
To promote and encourage the use and appropriation of telecommunications/ICTs in the Hemisphere, particularly by women, girls, and people with special needs.

k.
To promote capacity-building in the Member States of CITEL to better attain their objectives.

Functions

a.
To serve as the Organization’s leading advisory body in all matters relating to   telecommunications/ICTs in the Hemisphere.

sustainable development of telecommunications/ICTs 
c.
To maintain ongoing contact with the various international governmental and nongovernmental 


f.
To compile and disseminate to the member states of the Organization information pertaining to the fulfillment of the objectives of CITEL, as well as any other information that may be of interest, including the results of the work of the Commission.

d.
To maintain ongoing contact with the various international governmental and nongovernmental organizations in the field of telecommunications/ICTs, and to promote mutual cooperation and coordination of their activities with those of the Member States of the Organization.

e.
To analyze, propose, and implement different forms of financing to support the approved plans and projects.

.
To study the technical, legal, economic, policy, and regulatory aspects of
 telecommunications/ICTs of relevance to the region.
jg.
To make recommendations in the area of telecommunications/ICTs to the governments of the Member States of CITEL, taking into account those made by the ITU and by other relevant organizations.


l.h.
To consider matters related to inter-American cooperation in the field of telecommunications/ICTs assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Summit of the Americas. 
mi. 
To promote the development of new applications that promote the inclusion of the region’s countries in the Knowledge-based Society.


j. To identify mechanisms to encourage participation by all Member States in the meetings of CITEL, and to increase the number of associate members.
k.
To promote the coordination of positions among the Member States for the different international telecommunications/ICT conferences, assemblies, and meetings.

Article 4  
Membership

The following States can be members of CITEL:

a.
All the Member States of the Organization.

b.
Other American States that are not members of the Organization, whose request for membership in CITEL is favorably decided upon by the CITEL Assembly and the General Assembly of the Organization, because of the special interest shown by those governments in cooperating in the attainment of the purpose and objectives of CITEL.

-- *  --

CHAPTER TWO 
CITEL ASSEMBLY

Article 5  
Purpose and Functions  

Purpose

It is the apex body of CITEL and is composed of the Member States of the Organization.


It serves as an inter-American forum in which the highest telecommunications/ICT authorities of the  Member States of the Organization  share opinions and experiences and make appropriate decisions to direct their activities towards achieving its assigned objectives and mandates.

Functions   

a.
Establishing the policies for achieving the objectives and functions set out in Article 3 of this Statute.

b.
Adopting the Strategic Plan of CITEL.

c.
Establishing the mandates for each of the bodies of CITEL.

d.
Electing the members of COM/CITEL.

ce.
Establishing the Permanent Consultative Committees.

df.
Approving the request for membership of CITEL of American States that are not members of the Organization, subject to ratification by the General Assembly of the Organization.

eg.
Proposing amendments to this Statute for approval by the General Assembly of the Organization.

fh.
Approving the CITEL Regulations and presenting them to the General Assembly of the Organization for its information. 

i.
Approving the report on the financial situation of CITEL.

j.
 Establishing the amount of the fee to be paid by the associate members of the PCCs and the participation fee for observers.

Article 6  
Place and Frequency of Meetings

CITEL shall hold a Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly every four years, in the place as determined by the CITEL Assembly in accordance with the principle of rotation set forth in the Regulations.

The CITEL Assembly may hold Special Meetings as provided in the Regulations.

Article 7  
Participation in the CITEL Assembly

Delegations
.
Secretary General of the Organization
The Secretary General of the Organization, or his representative, may participate with voice but without vote in the deliberations of the CITEL Assembly, both in the plenary sessions and in the committees and subcommittees.

Observers
The following may be represented by observers at a meeting of the CITEL Assembly with the right to voice but without vote:

a.
Permanent Observers to the Organization.

b.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those American States that are not Members of the Organization and which have asked to participate in the meeting.

c.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those Non-American States that are Members of the United Nations or its specialized Agencies and which have asked to participate in the meeting.

d.
Inter-American specialized organizations and entities of the Organization, and Inter-American intergovernmental regional organizations.

e.
The United Nations and its specialized agencies.

f.
International and national organizations that are parties to agreements or arrangements establishing relations of cooperation with the Organization, with  its organs, organizations or agencies, when such agreements or arrangements provide for participation of observers. 
g. Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, those international, regional, sub regional and national agencies and organizations that are involved in telecommunications/ICT activities in the region and which have asked to participate in the meeting.

h.
The associate members of the Permanent Consultative Committees.


Guests
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval and in consultation with the government of the host country, other persons or institutions not covered in this Article as may be deemed advisable, may attend the CITEL Assembly as guests, as defined in the Regulations.

Article 8  
Officers of the CITEL Assembly

There shall be a Chair and two Vice Chairs of the CITEL Assembly, elected at the first plenary session, by an absolute majority of the Member States represented at the Assembly.  Before the election of the Chair of the CITEL Assembly, the Chair of COM/CITEL shall serve as the provisional Chair.

Article 9  
Agenda

COM/CITEL shall prepare the preliminary agenda for each CITEL Assembly meeting, and shall submit it to the Member States for consideration, at least three (3) months in advance of the opening of the CITEL Assembly Meeting. The Member States shall have thirty consecutive days to present their observations on the draft agenda to the Chair of COM/CITEL. On the basis of these observations, COM/CITEL shall draw up the final agenda.

The agenda so approved, may be amended or otherwise modified only during the Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by a vote of two thirds of the participating Member States.

Article 10  
Sessions and Meetings

Each Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall consist of such Plenary Sessions as are required to complete the Agenda for the Meeting and the sessions of the Committees of the CITEL Assembly as provided under this Statute.

Article 11  
Committees

There shall be a Steering Committee, a Credentials Committee and a Style Committee, as further provided in the Regulations.

The CITEL Assembly may establish such other committees, subcommittees, and working groups when required.

Article 12  
Quorum

For Plenary Sessions, the presence of more than half of the Member States shall constitute a quorum.

For committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly, the presence of more than half of the Member States of the body concerned shall constitute a quorum.

Article 13  
Voting

The decisions of the CITEL Assembly shall be adopted at the plenary sessions and consensus shall always be sought.  Each delegation of a Member State shall have the right to one vote. The right to vote does not imply an obligation to vote.

In the absence of consensus in the deliberations, the decisions of the CITEL Assembly shall be adopted by the vote of an absolute majority of the Member States participating, except in those cases where a two-thirds vote of the participating Member States is expressly required.

In the committees, subcommittees, and working groups, decisions shall be adopted by a simple majority.

For the purposes of this Statute, the term "absolute majority" means more than half of the votes of the Member States participating in a meeting of the CITEL Assembly. The term "simple majority" means more than half of those present and voting in any given session of a Committee, subcommittee, or working group.

-- * --

CHAPTER THREE
THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (COM/CITEL)

Article 14  
Membership

The Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL) is the executive organ of CITEL. It is composed of representatives of thirteen Member States elected at the CITEL Assembly, who shall serve until the next Regular Meeting of the Assembly.

 The principles of rotation and of an equitable geographic representation shall be observed, insofar as possible, in the election of eleven of these Member States. One of the members shall be the representative of the Member State hosting the meeting of the CITEL Assembly in which the election takes place. Another shall be the representative of the Member State in whose territory the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly will be held. In the election of the remaining eleven Member States, the principles of rotation and of an equitable geographic representation shall be observed, insofar as possible.
Article 15  
Installation Session and Officers 

COM/CITEL shall be installed by the Chair of the CITEL Assembly before the closing of the Meeting at which the Member States that are to serve on COM/CITEL are elected.

At the installation session of COM/CITEL, the Chair of the CITEL Assembly shall be appointed Chair of COM/CITEL.  The representative of the Member State that has offered to host the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall become the Vice-Chair of COM/CITEL.

Article 16  
Chair of COM/CITEL

The Chair of COM/CITEL shall have the following specific responsibilities:

a.
To preside over the meetings of COM/CITEL.

b.
To preside initially at the CITEL Assemblies.

c.
To represent CITEL before other Organs of the Organization, the governmental telecommunications/ICTs entities of the CITEL Members, and other organizations that participate in telecommunications/ICT development activities in the Americas.

d.
To supervise and coordinate the fulfillment of the responsibilities of COM/CITEL, especially during the interim between Regular Meetings. 

e.
To direct and coordinate the meetings and forums, that COM/CITEL may conduct with other entities of the regional telecommunications/ICT sector, or with other international entities.

f. 
To coordinate with the General Secretariat of the OAS in accordance with its internal structure, the process of presenting candidacies for the position of Executive Secretary of CITEL. 

Article 17  
Functions of COM/CITEL

The following are functions of COM/CITEL:

a.
To carry out the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, taking into consideration the recommendations of the General Assembly of the Organization and the mandates from the Summit of the Americas related to telecommunications/ICTs.

b.
To carry out and enforce the objectives of Article 3 of this Statute.

c.
To set the date for the Regular  and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly, the site for the Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly, and to change either or both as necessary.

d.
To prepare the draft agendas for the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly and to submit them to the governments of the Member States of CITEL for consideration, through the Executive Secretary, pursuant to Article 9 of this Statute.

e.
To propose to the CITEL Assembly any amendments it may consider necessary to introduce to this Statute and the Regulations.

f.
To establish a work program for the Secretariat and for the office of the Chair of COM/CITEL for implementation of the decisions of the CITEL Assembly. 

g.
To adopt any urgent measures, which cannot be deferred until the next meeting of the CITEL Assembly and which shall remain in force until the CITEL Assembly can consider them.

h.
Through its Chair or some other designated member of COM/CITEL, to represent CITEL at world, regional, or national meetings or conferences on telecommunications/ICTs or related activities.

i.
With the cooperation of the Secretariat, to prepare studies, drafts of nter-American conventions and treaties, and any other documents relating to telecommunications/ICTs in the Hemisphere.

j.
Through the Secretary General and the appropriate Council of the Organization, to present to the General Assembly an annual report on the activities of CITEL.

k.
To establish such technical committees and working groups as it may consider necessary, determining  their work programs.
l.
Within the framework of CITEL's objectives, to plan and coordinate inter-American activities in the area of telecommunications/ICTs.

m. To review and approve a work program based on the program-budget approved by the General Assembly and an annual proposed budget for CITEL in pursuance of the provisions of Article 112 (c) of the Charter of the Organization; ensuring the strictest possible economy, mindful of the obligation upon CITEL to achieve satisfactory results from the work programs undertaken.
n. To approve the annual training plan and oversee its implementation.

o. To approve the participation of observers and guests in the meetings of the Assembly of CITEL.

p. To coordinate CITEL´s preparatory processes for the ITU´s Plenipotentiary Conference, World Telecommunications Development Conference and meetings of the Council.

q. To define the profile and the selection criteria for candidates to occupy the position of Executive Secretary of CITEL and receive nominations from interested Member States.

r. To select a consensus candidate to occupy the position of Executive Secretary of CITEL 

s. To participate in the process of determining the membership, recruitment, and selection of the Secretariat of CITEL.

t. If no consensus is reached, Article 20 herein shall apply.

Article 18  
Meetings and Headquarters of COM/CITEL

 COM/CITEL shall meet at least once a year, in the country represented by its Chair, in another country, or at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization as the Committee may decide at its preceding meeting. In the event special meetings are held, they may be attendance-based or online.
of COM/CITEL and of its working groups, with voice but without vote.
In consultation with COM/CITEL members, the Chair may invite representatives of specialized agencies or experts in matters to be considered at the meetings to advise as required. 

The Member State elected to preside over COM/CITEL shall organize, at its expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chair, an office in accordance with the Regulations.

Article 19  
Quorum

More than half of the members of COM/CITEL shall constitute quorum for a COM/CITEL meeting.

Article 20  
Voting

In the deliberations of COM/CITEL, each Member State shall have one vote, and  in the absence of consensus, the decisions of COM/CITEL shall be adopted by the vote of an absolute majority of the quorum.  However, on questions of procedure, decisions shall be taken taken by a simple majority of those present and voting. In the latter case, abstentions shall not be counted as votes cast. 

Article 21  
Travel Expenses

Travel expenses of the Chair of COM/CITEL or some other member acting on his behalf, to attend a meeting of an international agency as the representative of CITEL, shall be defrayed by the Organization as provided in the Organization's Program-Budget.

Travel expenses incurred by the members of COM/CITEL to attend its meetings or those of the CITEL Assembly shall be defrayed by the respective Member States they represent.

-- *  --

CHAPTER FOUR
PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES (PCCs)
Article 22  
Purpose

The purpose of Permanent Consultative Committees is to provide advice to all those entities that constitute the regional telecommunications/ICT sector, in matters relating to their respective areas of competence.

Article 23  
Structure of the Permanent Consultative Committees

Organization
The CITEL Assembly shall organize the Permanent Consultative Committees it considers necessary to attain the objectives defined in Article 3 of this Statute and shall elect the host countries of the Permanent Consultative Committees, observing to the extent possible, the principles of rotation and an equitable geographic distribution.

Officers
The representative appointed by the host country of the Permanent Consultative Committee shall be the Chair of the Committee and shall have the duties set forth in the Regulations.  Each Permanent Consultative Committee may establish up to three vice chairmanships.
The Member State that presides over the Permanent Consultative Committee shall organize, at its expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chair, an office in accordance with the Regulations.

Meetings
The Permanent Consultative Committees shall meet at least once a year at a time and place determined by its respective Chair.  The Vice-Chairs shall be responsible for assisting the Chair in his duties, and may offer to host an additional meeting of the Consultative Committee if deemed necessary.

Each Consultative Committee may set up working groups which shall submit reports concerning their activities to the Consultative Committee.

Papers, studies, decisions, and draft resolutions of the Permanent Consultative Committees that are to be considered by the CITEL Assembly shall be submitted to COM/CITEL at least four months before a meeting of the CITEL Assembly takes place.

In the absence of consensus in the deliberations of the Permanent Consultative Committees, draft resolutions shall be adopted in accordance with the voting procedures set forth in the Regulations. The approval will always require the favorable vote of at least one-third of the Member States.

Article 24  
Participation in the Permanent Consultative Committees: Members, Associate Members and Observers

The Member States and associate members of CITEL, whose rights and obligations are defined in this Statute, collaborate with a view to attaining the objectives of CITEL. /
Members

telecommunications/ICTs, who may be removed or replaced by the Member State simply by notifying the Executive Secretary of CITEL of its decision to do so.

Associate Members
1.
Any  academic entity, organization, institution, or industry related to telecommunications/ICTs which has legal personality in one of the Member States and with the approval of any such State, or which has legal personality in a non-Member State and with the approval of three Member States of CITEL, may become an associate member of a Permanent Consultative Committee. The Member States shall notify the Chair of COM/CITEL in writing of the names of the entities, organizations, or institutions they have approved. Any entity, organization, or institution shall cease to be an associate member in the event that any of the Member States withdraws its approval.
2.
An international or regional inter-governmental organization with multiple memberships of States of the Americas that is related to telecommunications/ICTs and has legal personality may become an associate member of a Permanent Consultative Committee with the approval of COM/CITEL. This international or regional organization shall cease to be an associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by COM/CITEL. 

3.
Associate members of a Permanent Consultative Committee may fully participate in all the activities of that Permanent Consultative Committee, with voice but without vote. They may present technical papers and receive the documents of the Committee to which they pertain.

Observers
The terms and manner of participation of observers are dealt with in the Regulations.

-- * --

CHAPTER FIVE
THE SECRETARIAT

Article 25  
Purposes and Functions

The Secretariat is the central and permanent administrative organ of CITEL. It shall coordinate the administrative services required for implementing the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL, and the Permanent Consultative Committees, and it shall perform such other functions as are assigned by those organs.

Article 26  
The Executive Secretary of CITEL

In consultation with COM/CITEL shall propose a consensus candidate to the Secretary General for the position of Executive Secretary of CITEL, whose functions shall include:

a.
Performance of technical and administrative duties entrusted to the Secretariat, and coordination of the administrative services provided by the Secretariat.

b.
Preparation and submission to COM/CITEL and to the Secretary General of the Organization of the proposed Program-Budget of income and expenditure of CITEL.
c.
Representation of the Secretary General of the Organization, when so authorized, with voice but without vote, in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL, and the Permanent Consultative Committees.

d.
Assistance in the coordination and implementation of the work plans of the Permanent Consultative Committees and the working groups of COM/CITEL.

e.
Preparations for holding the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly.

The Executive Secretary of CITEL shall perform those functions in accordance with the General Standards Governing the Operation of the General Secretariat of the Organization ("General Standards") and such other rules and regulations that apply to the General Secretariat and its personnel.

Article 27  
Secretariat Services

The General Secretariat of the Organization shall provide secretariat services to CITEL in accordance with the allocation of funds in the Program-Budget of the Organization and the Secretary General  shall consult with the Chair of COM/CITEL regarding the movements of technical and administrative personnel who provide those services in accordance with the General Standards and such other rules and regulations governing the operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization.
-- *  --

CHAPTER SIX
EXPENSES AND FUNDS OF CITEL

Article 28  
CITEL Funding Sources

The resources of CITEL operations will come from:

a.
The Regular Fund of the Organization; and

b.
Specific Funds.

Each Member State of CITEL shall bear the expenses of its representatives.

Article 29  
Specific Funds

The General Secretariat shall establish the following Specific Funds, pursuant to Article 74 of the General Standards for the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization.

a.
A Supplementary Fund for the Activities of the Permanent Consultative Committees to be funded by voluntary contributions from CITEL Members and by fees from associate members, as determined by the CITEL Regulations.

b.
A Supplementary Fund for Development Activities within CITEL's work program, to be funded by specific gifts, donations, and contributions.

c.
A Supplementary Fund for Support of General Operations, to be funded by voluntary contributions of CITEL Member States.

Accounting for these Specific Funds shall be carried out in accordance with the General Standards and Financial Rules and Regulations of the Organization.

-- * --

CHAPTER SEVEN
OFFICIAL AND WORKING LANGUAGES

Article 30  
Official Languages

English, French, Portuguese and Spanish are the official languages of the CITEL.

Article 31  
Working Languages

Spanish and English shall be the working languages.  For the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly, the Executive Secretary shall inquire of the CITEL Members concerned if simultaneous interpretation into French and Portuguese will be necessary. The working documents of CITEL shall be made available in Spanish and English. Delegations may present their proposals to the CITEL Assembly in any of the official languages of CITEL.

Article 32  
Documents

The draft resolutions, recommendations and decisions, and any amendments thereto, as well as the decisions of the CITEL Assembly, shall be published in the official languages.  The CITEL annual report and the reports of the CITEL Assembly meetings shall be published in the official languages.  Other documents emanating from CITEL shall be published in the working languages.

-- *  --

CHAPTER EIGHT
GENERAL PROVISIONS REGARDING THE STATUTE AND RULES OF PROCEDURES

Article 33  
Governing Norms

CITEL shall be governed by the present Statute, by its Regulations, and by the resolutions of the General Assembly of the Organization.

Article 34  
Amendments

The present Statute, approved by the General Assembly of the Organization, may be amended only by the General Assembly, at its own initiative or upon CITEL's request as provided under CITEL's Regulations.

Article 35  
CITEL Regulations

CITEL shall adopt its Regulations in accordance with this Statute and shall submit them to the General Assembly of the Organization with its first annual report.

Article 36  
Entry into force

The present Statute shall enter into force on the date of its approval by the General Assembly.

-- *  --
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REGULATIONS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION

COMMISSION (CITEL)
CHAPTER I 
NATURE, ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP

Article 1 
Nature

1.
CITEL is governed by its Statute and these Regulations. The Regulations complement the Statute, which was approved by Resolution of the OAS General Assembly, and serve to provide more specific rules for the operation, administration, and procedures of CITEL for the achievement of its purposes and objectives.

2.
In case of conflict between the Statute and these Regulations, the Statute shall take precedence.

3.
The technical autonomy of CITEL, established pursuant to the Statute, includes:

a.
The capacity and competence to freely program its activities within the scope of Article 1 of the Statute;

b.
A direct technical relationship with the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (hereafter "the Organization") notwithstanding its obligation to submit its Annual Report of activities to the Permanent Council of the Organization, so that the Council has the opportunity to present its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly pursuant to Article 91(f) of the Charter of the Organization;

c.
Direct contact with the Secretary General of the Organization for all administrative and budgetary matters; 

d.
Competence to establish relations with other international organizations that participate in the development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICT) (hereinafter telecommunications/ICT) throughout the American States; and

e.
Participation in the planning of technical assistance to CITEL members.

Article 2 

Organization


CITEL fulfills its objectives through: the CITEL Assembly, the Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL), the Permanent Consultative Committees, and the Secretariat. The aforementioned shall include such committees, sub-committees, working groups and ad hoc groups, joint working groups and rapporteurships as may be established in accordance with these Regulations.

Article 3 
Applications for Membership


Any American State which is not a member of the Organization and wants to join CITEL must submit its membership request to the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall transmit it to COM/CITEL for study and recommendation before it is considered by the CITEL Assembly and approved by the General Assembly of the Organization. 

Article 4 
Liaison


Each Member State shall notify the Executive Secretary of CITEL, in writing, within thirty days of the termination of the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, the name of the institution and the person within the institution that will serve as the official liaison between CITEL and that Member State with respect to telecommunications/ICT. The person appointed shall serve as the official to whom and from whom, official correspondence shall be addressed and exchanged, including all notices, technical contributions to meetings, reports of meetings, and accreditation letters.

-- * --

CHAPTER II 
THE CITEL ASSEMBLY

A. MEETINGS
Article 5 
Regular Meetings



CITEL shall schedule the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, preferably every four years, during the first quarter of the year. The Regular Meetings shall be numbered consecutively.

Article 6 
Meeting Site, Principle of Rotation
Any Member State that wishes to host the next regular meeting of the Assembly shall give sufficient notification of its offer to the Secretariat of CITEL.


In application of the principle of rotation in selecting the country where a Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly is to take place, it is understood that the Regular Meeting shall not be held in the territory of a Member State if another Member State in which fewer meetings have been held should offer its territory for this purpose Recognized regional affinities shall also be considered when applying the principle of rotation, e.g. North America, Central America, Andean, Caribbean Region, or other distinguishable regional affinities.

Article 7 
Special Meetings


In special circumstances, at the initiative of the General Assembly of the Organization, on the recommendation of any Council of the Organization, or at the initiative of COM/CITEL, the CITEL Assembly may hold a Special Meeting to consider specific matters, if those matters are of such importance as to preclude waiting for the next Regular Meeting of the Assembly. COM/CITEL will convene and set the date and place for such Special Meeting, subject to available funding.

Article 8 
Alternative Site for the Meetings



If for any reason a Regular or Special Meeting of the CITEL Assembly cannot be held in a selected country, it shall be held at the General Secretariat of the Organization headquarters, unless one of the Member States, with sufficient advance notice, offers to host the Assembly, in which case COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country.

Article 9 
Notice of Convocation of Meetings


The Secretary General of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of convocation of the CITEL Assembly Meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host the Assembly confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting, and that it has available sufficient funds for that purpose. The country offering to host the Assembly shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary, no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.

B. PARTICIPANTS
Article 10 
Delegations


“Delegation” means the person or persons designated as representatives of a country to participate in the Assembly. If the delegation is composed of more than one delegate, a head of delegation shall be designated.


Each head of delegation may delegate his duties to the alternate head, or if there is none, to any other member of the delegation. Each Member State shall endeavor to designate to its delegations representatives who are versed in telecommunications/ICT. Delegations shall have the right to participate with voice and vote, in all public and private meetings of the Assembly, including its committees, subcommittees, working groups and ad hoc groups, in accordance with these Regulations and any special Rules of Procedure adopted for such meetings.

Article 11 
Credentials


Accreditation of the members of each delegation shall be made by the respective governments by means of written communications to the Executive Secretary, granting the delegates full powers to participate in the decisions on subjects included in the agenda of the sessions of the Assembly.

Article 12 
Order of Precedence

At the informal session prior to the opening session of the Assembly, the delegations shall establish by lot an order of precedence for the delegations. This order of precedence shall be used for the delegations' location in the meeting room, in the voting process and in the use of the floor whenever the delegations are requested to give their opinions on some subject-matter. The host delegation shall not be included in the "by lot" procedure and shall hold last place in the order of precedence.

Article 13 
Permanent Observers to the Organization

1.
States that are Permanent Observers to the Organization shall enjoy the same status in the CITEL and any of its organs. They shall accredit their respective representatives to participate in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, by means of a written communication addressed to the Executive Secretary.

2.
The representatives of the Permanent Observers may attend the public sessions of the CITEL Assembly Meetings, and of its principal committees and, when invited by the corresponding presiding officer, the private sessions. With the permission of the presiding officer, Permanent Observers may speak at any meeting.

Article 14 
Observers from Inter -American Specialized Organizations, Organs of the OAS, and Inter-American Intergovernmental Regional Organizations


Representatives of Inter American specialized organizations and organs of the OAS, and Inter-American intergovernmental regional organizations may attend the CITEL Assembly as observers. With the permission of the presiding officer, those representatives may speak at the meeting or address the meeting in writing.

Article 15 
Observers from the United Nations


Representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies may attend the Meetings of the CITEL Assembly as observers. With the permission of the presiding officer, they may speak at the meeting or address the meeting in writing.

Article 16 
Other Observers

1.
International and national organizations that are parties to agreements or arrangements establishing relations of cooperation with the Organization, its organs, organizations or agencies may also attend the CITEL Assembly meetings when such agreements or arrangements provide for the participation of observers. 

2.
Subject to COM/CITEL's approval, the following may send observers to the CITEL Assembly:

a.
American States that are not Members or Permanent Observers of the Organization who have asked to participate in the meeting.

b.
Non-American States that are Members of the United Nations or its specialized agencies who have asked to participate in the meeting.

c.
International, regional, subregional, and national agencies and organizations that are involved in telecommunications/ICT activities in the region who have asked to participate in the meeting.

3.
The observers referred to in this Article may speak at the plenary session of the CITEL Assembly or at the sessions of its principal committees, only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion. Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.

4.
The participation of the observers referred to in this Article, before the CITEL Assembly, is without prejudice to the status that they may have, as associate members of the PCC, in accordance with Article 85 of the Regulations
Article 17 
           Active associate members may attend the public sessions of the CITEL Assembly as observers. The observers referred to in this Article may speak at the plenary sessions of the CITEL Assembly or at the sessions of its principal committees only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer because of special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion. Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.

Article 18 
Unless otherwise specified by COM/CITEL, any State or entity referred to in Article 16 that wishes to participate in a meeting of the CITEL Assembly as an observer, shall apply to attend, in writing, to the Chair of COM/CITEL, at least sixty days before the anticipated opening of that meeting of the CITEL Assembly. The Chair of COM/CITEL shall consult such applications with the Members of COM/CITEL, and if they approve, the corresponding invitations shall be extended in accordance with Article 9 of these Regulations.
Article 19 
Observer's Participation Fee
1.
Distribution of documents of the meetings of the CITEL Assembly to the categories of observers identified in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of these Regulations, shall be governed by the applicable principles, practices and rules of the Organization.

2.
Distribution of documents of the meetings of the Assembly to the observers identified in Article 16 shall be conditioned upon payment of a fee to cover the administrative cost of that category of observer's participation in the meeting. This fee, called a "participation fee", shall be equivalent to 15% of the "contributory unit" corresponding to an associate member.

3.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, COM/CITEL may decide to exempt payment of the participation fee by any observer, covered by Article 16, where CITEL is exempted from making similar payments to that observer, on the basis of reciprocity.

Article 20 
Guests


Subject to COM/CITEL's approval and in consultation with the government of the host country, any person or entity not covered in Article 16, that is a recognized authority or that has a particular interest in the field of telecommunications/ICT, may attend the meetings of the CITEL Assembly as a guest. COM/CITEL will develop guidelines to determine qualifications for guests.

Article 21 

Individuals or entities wishing to participate as guests to a meeting of the CITEL Assembly, under Article20, should apply in writing to the Chair of COM/CITEL no later than forty five days prior to the scheduled start of the CITEL Assembly meeting. The Chair of COM/CITEL will consult with COM/CITEL members and, with their consent, extend the corresponding invitations pursuant to Article 9 of these Regulations, unless the Government of the host country objects.

Article 22


Guests may attend the plenary meetings and the meetings of the committees for the sole purpose of following the discussions. However, they may take part in committee discussions only if they are requested to do so by the Chair of the Committee and there is no objection from any Member State present. Guests shall not receive copies of contributions, papers or reports of the proceedings, unless COM/CITEL decides to provide the documents to a guest when it approves an invitation. 

C. ASSEMBLY OFFICERS
Article 23 
Election of the Chair and Vice Chairs

The Assembly Chair and both Vice Chairs shall be elected in the first plenary session, in accordance with the procedures outlined in Article 8 of the Statute. These officials will remain in office until the Assembly is adjourned. 

Article 24 
Duties of the Chair of the CITEL Assembly

1.
The Assembly Chair shall:

a.
Convoke plenary sessions;

b.
Establish the order of business of the sessions;

c.
Open and close the plenary sessions and direct their discussions;

d.
Grant the floor to the participants in the order in which they request it, giving precedence to representatives of the Member States when appropriate;

e.
Put the topics under discussion to a vote, and announce the decisions taken;

f.
Rule on points of order being submitted to the Assembly for consideration;

g.
Establish the working committees, and

h.
In general, ensure compliance with these Regulations.

2.
When any speaker departs from the topic under discussion the Assembly Chair may draw this to his attention. Likewise, during the discussion of a topic, the Chair may propose limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, limitation of the number of times a participant may speak, closure of the list of speakers, or closure of discussion. He may also propose the suspension or adjournment of a session, or postponement of discussion of the matter under consideration.

Article 25 
Participation by the Assembly Chair in Voting and Discussion


The Assembly Chair shall not participate from the chair in a substantive discussion, nor shall vote on any matter before the plenary sessions of the Assembly.

Article 26 
Duties of the Vice Chairs Acting as Chair


If the Chair is absent from a session or from part of it, one of the Vice Chairs shall take his place, according to the order of precedence, and shall enjoy the same powers and duties as the Chair.
Article 27 
Absence or Impediment of the Chair and Vice Chairs

In the event of the absence or impediment of the Chair and the Vice Chairs of the CITEL Assembly, the Meeting shall be presided over by one of the Chairmen of the working committees,  in accordance with the order in which those committees are numbered.
D. AGENDA
Article 28 
Agendas for  Regular Meetings

1.
COM/CITEL shall prepare a preliminary agenda for each Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly, to be provided to the Member States for their consideration at least three months in advance of the anticipated opening of the Assembly.

2.
In preparing the preliminary agenda, COM/CITEL shall take into account the topics proposed by the governments of the Member States, those mandated by the General Assembly of the Organization, and may take into consideration those recommended by other organs of the Organization.

3.
The Member States shall have thirty days to present their observations on the preliminary agenda to the Chair of COM/CITEL. On the basis of these observations, COM/CITEL shall draw-up the agenda for the Assembly meeting.

4.
The agenda so approved may be amended or otherwise modified only during the Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly by a vote of two thirds of the participating Member States.

Article 29 
Agendas for Special Meetings


The agenda of each Special Meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall be confined to the subject or subjects for which the Meeting was convoked. The procedures and time periods for the preparation of the agenda of a Special Meeting shall be established in each case by COM/CITEL.

Article 30
Reports and Proposals

Generally In general, the CITEL Assembly shall consider two kinds of papers: reports and proposals. Reports shall be informative in nature, while proposals shall be submitted to the Assembly for its consideration. During an Assembly meeting, other forms of work or technical contributions may be requested. The documents thus submitted shall not include any information of a promotional or commercial nature.
Article 31 
1.
Reports and proposals shall normally be presented to the Executive Secretary fifteen days in advance of the date set for the opening of the CITEL Assembly, in order to permit their distribution to the Member States in CITEL working languages, together with the report of COM/CITEL and that of the Secretariat. Documents that do not meet the deadlines set in this Article will be presented at the meeting of heads of delegation to determine whether they are to be considered as information or working documents during said meeting. The Executive Secretary shall make such documents available to the Member States as they are received, by the most suitable means, before the start of a meeting. 


E. SESSIONS
Article 32 
Informal Meeting of Heads of Delegations

 
Prior to the inaugural session, the heads of delegations of the Member States or their alternates shall meet informally, upon being called together by the Chair of COM/CITEL, to agree on the various aspects concerning the organization of the work of the CITEL Assembly.

Article 33 
First Plenary Session


The first plenary session shall be held as soon as possible after the CITEL Assembly Meeting has been inaugurated. At that session, the CITEL Assembly shall elect its officers, and establish the committees referred to in Chapter II section F of these Regulations. Immediately thereafter the working committees shall be installed and their respective officers elected.

Article 34 
Adoption of Decisions


The CITEL Assembly shall adopt its decisions in the form of resolutions, recommendations and declarations, at its plenary sessions. The Secretariat shall distribute those decisions immediately after their adoption.

Article 35 


Decisions with financial repercussions for the Organization shall include an estimate of the corresponding cost.

Article 36 
Public and Private Sessions

1.
Plenary sessions at the Assembly and of the working committees shall be public. However, if the Chair so provides or any representative Member State so requests, the session shall be private, and shall so continue unless the members participating in the session decide otherwise.

2.
Private Sessions may only be attended by the heads of delegations of the Member States, the members of the delegations designated by those heads and such Secretariat personnel as the Chair of the respective body may expressly authorize in each case. 
Article 37 

All decisions taken by the CITEL Assembly in a private plenary session shall be announced at the next public plenary session.
Article 38


No plenary, committee, subcommittee, ad hoc group, or working group session shall be held unless the place and time have been announced to participants sufficiently in advance to permit them to attend.

F. COMMITTEES

Article 39 
Steering Committee

1.
The Steering Committee is made up of the Chair of the CITEL Assembly, who shall preside over it, the two Vice Chairs, and the Chairmen of the working committees.

2.
The Chair of the CITEL Assembly shall convoke the Steering Committee whenever he deems it desirable for the best performance of the work of the Assembly. 

3.
The task of the Steering Committee is to resolve any difficulties that may arise regarding the functioning of the CITEL Assembly and to suggest appropriate solutions to the committees or to a plenary session. For the effective operation of the CITEL Assembly, it shall coordinate the work of the working committees.

Article 40 
Credentials Committee

1.
The Credentials Committee is composed of the representatives of three member states elected at the first plenary session of the CITEL Assembly. The Committee shall elect its  Chair.

2.
The Credentials Committee  shall examine the credentials of the delegations and submit a report, before the election of the COM/CITEL members and Chairs of the PCCs, to the CITEL Assembly forthwith.

Article 41 
Style Committee

1.
The Style Committee is composed of the representatives of four Member States elected at the first plenary session of the CITEL Assembly, each of which shall represent one of the four languages.

2.
The Style Committee shall receive the drafts of resolutions and recommendations adopted by committees before they are submitted to a plenary session of the Assembly for its consideration, and shall introduce in them such style changes as it deems necessary. If the Style Committee notes that a draft suffers from defects of form that it can not correct, then it shall raise the question with the committee concerned, or at a plenary session of the Assembly.

Article 42 
Drafting Committee


The Drafting Committee for the working sessions of the Plenary meetings and for the Final Report of the Assembly, shall be designated during the first Plenary Session and shall be composed of the first four delegates by order of precedence who volunteer. The Drafting Committee shall draft the minutes of the meeting of the informal session, of each Plenary session, of the inaugural and closing sessions, as well as the Final Report of the Assembly. The Committee shall present to each Plenary Session a draft report of all preceding sessions. 

Article 43 
Working Committees

1.
The CITEL Assembly shall establish such working committees as it deems desirable for consideration of the various topics on the agenda.

2.
A working committee is made up of the delegations of the Member States that advise the Chair of the CITEL Assembly before the first working meeting of the committee, that they wish to take part in that committee.

3.
The  meeting establishing each working committee shall be held with the delegations that up to the time of the meeting, have expressed their desire to form part of it.

4.
Each working committee shall elect a Chair, and may also elect a vice-Chair and a rapporteur.

5.
Each working committee shall study the topics assigned to it by the CITEL Assembly and shall present to the plenary session a report on its discussions, the draft resolutions or proposals considered, and its recommendations.

Article 44 
Subcommittees and Working Groups

1.
Each working committee may establish such subcommittees and/or working or drafting groups, as it considers advisable. A working committee may also authorize its Chair to appoint to the subcommittees or groups, members who reflect the different views that have been expressed on the matters which the subcommittee or group is to consider.

2. Each subcommittee may establish such working or drafting groups as it may consider necessary. The Chair of each such group shall present to the body that established it, its conclusions or recommendations.

3.
Delegations that are not members of a subcommittee, working group, or drafting group, shall have the right to participate in the meetings of these bodies with voice but without vote.

G. QUORUM
Article 45

1.
For Plenary Sessions, the presence of more than half of the Member States shall constitute a quorum.

2.
For committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly, the presence of more than half of the members of the body concerned shall constitute a quorum.

H. DEBATES AND PROCEDURES
Article 46 
Proposals and Amendments


Proposals

1.
Proposals must be presented in writing to the Secretariat by the Member State delegations no later than the day before the session at which they are to be discussed or submitted to a vote, in order to be distributed in the CITEL working languages to participating Member States before deliberation of them begins. However, if no Member State objects, the Chair of the body that is required to deal with the matter may authorize discussion of a proposal that was not duly distributed in time and form.
2.
The delegation that presents a proposal shall indicate the working committee that should study it, unless the proposal is one that is required to be submitted to a plenary session for discussion. In case of doubt, the Chair of the Assembly shall decide.


Amendments
3.
Motions to amend a proposal may be made during the deliberations on the proposal.

4.
A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from, or revises part of a proposal. A motion that would totally replace the original proposal, or that is not directly related to it, shall not be considered as an amendment. 

Article 47
Withdrawals of Proposals


A proposal or an amendment may be withdrawn by its proponent before it has been put to  vote. Any delegate may present again a proposal or amendment that has been withdrawn.

Article 48 
Reconsideration of Decisions


Proposals concerning decisions that have already been taken may be reconsidered, if a request to do so is made prior to the adjournment of the session at which the proposal was voted upon, or at the session immediately following. In the case of a motion for reconsideration, the floor shall be granted to one speaker to second the motion and to two other speakers to oppose it, after which the motion shall be submitted to a vote. For approval of such a motion, the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the body concerned is required. When the motion for reconsideration has been approved, the discussion and vote on the substance of the matter shall be governed by the applicable provisions of these Regulations.

Article 49 
Points of Order


During the discussion of a matter, any delegation may raise a point of order, which shall be decided upon immediately by the Chair. Any representative of a delegation may appeal the decision of the Chair, in which case the appeal shall be put to a vote. When raising a point of order, a representative may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Article 50 
Suspension of Discussion


The Chair or any representative of a delegation may make a motion that discussion be suspended. Only two such representatives may speak briefly in favor of such a motion and two against it, after which it shall be immediately put to a vote. 

Article 51 
Close of Discussion

1.
Any representative of a delegation may make a motion that debate be closed when he/she considers that a topic has been discussed sufficiently. This motion may be opposed by two representatives of delegations, after which it shall be declared approved if it receives the vote of two-thirds of the delegations present at the session. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers under this Article.

2.
The Chair may close the debate if he/she considers that it has become repetitive, or if it no longer addresses the issue at hand. In this case, the Chair shall take into consideration the issues which have up to then obtained consensus and establish the way in which the meeting shall proceed. Two delegations may speak briefly against such a decision, after which it shall be declared approved if it receives the vote of two-thirds of the delegations present at the session.

Article 52 
Suspension or Adjournment of a Session


During the discussion of any topic, a representative of a delegation may make a motion that the session be suspended or adjourned. Such motions shall be put to a vote immediately, without discussion. The Chair may limit the length of the remarks of the representative who proposes suspension or adjournment of the session.

Article 53 
Order of Procedural Motions


Except as provided in Article 48, the following motions shall have precedence over all other proposals or motions, in the order set forth below:

a.
Suspension of the session.

b.
Adjournment of the session.

c.
Suspension of discussion of the topic under consideration.

d.
Close of the debate of the topic under consideration.

Article 54 
General Provisions for All the Deliberative Bodies 
of the CITEL Assembly Meeting


The general provisions relating to discussion contained in this chapter shall be applicable to the plenary sessions, and to the committees, subcommittees, and working groups of the CITEL Assembly.

I. VOTING

Article 55 
Voting on Proposals


Once debate is closed, and if the proposals presented are not approved by consensus, those proposals, together with any proposed amendments, shall be put to a vote. Proposals shall be voted upon in the order in which they are presented, unless the respective body decides to the contrary. After the Chair has announced the start of the voting, no representative may interrupt it, except for a point of order relating to the manner in which the voting is being conducted. The process of voting and vote-counting shall end when the Chair announces the result.

Article 56 
Abstentions


For the purpose of establishing the necessary majority, abstentions shall be counted as votes cast.

Article 57 
Ties


In the event of a tie, the proposal voted on shall be considered to have been rejected.

Article 58 
Repeat Vote


Should any doubt arise as to the results of a vote, any delegation may request that the vote be repeated immediately. The new vote shall be limited to the same delegations that took part in the original vote.

Article 59


When an amendment to a proposal is presented, the amendment shall be voted on first. When two or more amendments to a proposal are made, the CITEL Assembly shall take a vote first on the one that departs furthest from the original text. The other amendments shall be voted upon in like order. In case of doubt in this regard, they shall be voted upon in the order of their presentation.

Article 60


When the adoption of an amendment necessarily implies the exclusion of another, the latter amendment shall not be put to a vote. If one or more of the amendments are adopted, the complete proposal as amended shall be put to a vote.

Article 61


If any delegation so requests, a proposal or amendment shall be put to a vote by parts. If any delegation is opposed to that request, the body concerned shall decide whether the voting should be by parts. If the request for voting by parts is accepted, the various parts of the proposal or amendment that are accepted shall be voted upon as a whole. If all the operative parts of a proposal or amendment are rejected, it shall be deemed that it has been rejected entirely.

J. ELECTIONS
Article 62


In cases where only one Member State or one person is to be elected, if If no candidate obtains the vote of an absolute majority of the participating Member States on the first ballot, a second, or if necessary a third ballot shall be taken, limited to the two candidates receiving the largest number of votes. If after the third ballot no candidate has obtained the required majority, the election shall be suspended for a period of up to twenty-four hours. When the election is resumed, up to two additional ballots shall be taken. If neither of the two candidates is elected, the balloting procedure established in this Article shall be started again, with respect to the candidates who are presented. 

Article 63


When two or more elected posts are to be filled at the same time and under the same conditions, the candidates obtaining the vote of an absolute majority on the first ballot shall be declared elected. If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining posts, the voting being limited to the candidates who have received the most votes on the previous ballot, in such a way that the number of candidates will not be more than twice the number of posts remaining to be filled.

Article 64


In case of a tie among two or more candidates or Member States, as the case may be, who have received at least the required majority, if the number of places to be filled is less than the number of candidates or Member States who have received the same number of votes, another ballot shall be taken. If the tie is not broken in this second ballot, the elections shall be decided by lot.

K. DOCUMENTS
Article 65 
Summary Minutes


Summary minutes shall be kept of the open plenary sessions and of the open committee meetings of the CITEL Assembly. The Secretariat of CITEL shall distribute the summary minutes to the delegations as promptly as possible. The delegations shall present to the Secretariat, within twenty-four hours following the distribution of the summary minutes, any corrections of style they consider necessary. The minutes so corrected and the appendices shall be published as part of the official documentation of the CITEL Assembly. The appendices of the summary minutes shall contain the complete statement of a delegation if the delegation so requests.

Article 66 
Summary of the Activities


After the close   of the Assembly Meeting, the Secretariat shall prepare and distribute the final report of the Assembly, containing a summary of the activities carried out by it, which shall include background information on the Assembly; the list of officers of the Assembly and of the Committees, Subcommittees, Working groups and ad hoc groups; the official list of participants; a brief summary of the sessions held, and the decisions adopted by the Assembly in their final form. This document shall be prepared in the four official languages. For this purpose, the Secretariat may request the advice of the delegations to the Permanent Council of the Organization that represent the countries where those languages are spoken, and of COM/CITEL.

Article 67 
Filing of Documents


The Secretariat shall be the custodian of the official documents and files of the meetings of the Assembly. The Chair of COM/CITEL shall keep in his possession copies of all these documents and files. 

-- * --
CHAPTER III 
THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (COM/CITEL)

Article 68 
Length of Term


The Officers and members of COM/CITEL shall occupy their positions until the election of the new members at the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly.

Article 69 
Appointment of Representatives of COM/CITEL


The institution designated to act on behalf of each Member State elected to COM/CITEL, shall appoint a principal representative and an alternate representative, both of them specialized in telecommunications/ICT matters, and the Member State may replace them as it deems advisable. The names of the representatives shall be communicated in writing to the Executive Secretary as soon as they are appointed.

Article 70 
Functions


The functions of COM/CITEL are set out in Article 17 of the Statute.

Article 71 
Work Program

1.
COM/CITEL shall prepare, at each meeting, its work program for the intervening period until its next meeting, and shall set the date and place for its meetings
2.
 COM/CITEL may establish technical committees, subcommittees, working groups and ad hoc groups, joint working groups and rapporteurships to perform its functions.
Article 72 
Duties of the Chair

The Chair of COM/CITEL is an ex officio member of all committees of CITEL and shall have the following duties in addition to those identified in the Statute:

a.
To preside provisionally over the Regular and Special Meetings of the CITEL Assembly until the Chair of the Assembly is elected.

b.
To represent CITEL before other organs of the Organization, the governmental telecommunications/ICT entities of the CITEL Members, and other organizations that participate in telecommunications/ICT development activities in the American States.

c.
To see that the functions of COM/CITEL, as provided in Article 17 of the Statute, are performed.

d.
In cooperation with the Executive Secretary, to draw up the agendas for the meetings of COM/CITEL, in consultation with the other members.

e.
To speak for COM/CITEL to the Secretary General of the Organization, and to communicate to him the decisions that COM/CITEL has adopted.

f.
To communicate through the Executive Secretary with the governments of the Member States of CITEL and institutions interested in the objectives of CITEL regarding matters relating to the functioning of CITEL.

g.
To represent CITEL, when COM/CITEL so authorizes him, at public functions and at meetings of international organizations, with authority to delegate this representation to another member of COM/CITEL.

h.
Through the Executive Secretary of CITEL, to present to the Secretary General of the Organization an annual progress report on the activities of CITEL to comply with Article 91 (f) of the Charter of the Organization.

i.
With the assistance of the Executive Secretary, to make known and to coordinate on behalf of COM/CITEL, the work of the technical committees, and working groups established by COM/CITEL and see that it is carried out.

j.
To coordinate the work of the Permanent Consultative Committees, and to see that it is carried out.

Article 73 
Order of Succession


In the event of temporary impediment of the Chair of COM/CITEL to serve, the Vice-Chair shall replace him/her. In the event of impediment of both, the eldest of the Chairs of the Permanent Consultative Committees shall exercise the duties of the Chair while the impediment lasts.

Article 74 
Headquarters of COM/CITEL

1.
The Member State elected to preside over COM/CITEL shall organize and maintain during its term, at its sole expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chair, an office composed of a full time assistant to the Chair, and all necessary technical and administrative personnel. In addition, that Member State shall provide premises for the office and for meetings, as well as other suitable work facilities for the best possible performance of COM/CITEL's duties and responsibilities. For all purposes, the office shall be responsible exclusively to the Chair of COM/CITEL, and shall not be dependent upon the General Secretariat of the Organization. 

2.
The Chair of COM/CITEL shall maintain close cooperative and working relations with the Executive Secretary for purposes of coordination and liaison, as well as for the best possible performance of the various tasks of COM/CITEL. The Chair of COM/CITEL shall send copies of all official correspondence sent or received by him to the Executive Secretary.

Article 75


When COM/CITEL establishes a technical committee, subcommittee, a working group, or an ad hoc group, that committee, subcommittee or group shall have its headquarters in the country selected to preside over it. As in the case of the headquarters of COM/CITEL, the country concerned shall provide, at its expense, the staff and the necessary facilities for the performance of its functions.

Article 76



The rules governing COM/CITEL meetings, quorum, voting and travel expenses are those contained in Articles 18 to 21 of the Statute
Article 77 
1.
COM/CITEL shall adopt its decisions in the form of resolutions, recommendations, or decisions at its plenary sessions.

2.
In order to ensure their due deliberation, all draft resolutions, recommendations or decisions presented must be distributed in writing in the CITEL working languages to participating delegations, before the start of the session in which they are to be debated or submitted to a vote. However, if there is not objection on the part of any COM/CITEL Member State present at the meeting, a proposal written in only one of the working languages of CITEL may be discussed and decided upon.

3.
If for any reason a regular Meeting of COM/CITEL cannot be held in the country of the Chairperson, it shall be held at the General Secretariat of the Organization headquarters, unless one of the Member states, with sufficient advance notice, offers to host the meeting, in which case COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country. In the event special meetings are held, they may be attendance-based or on-line.

4.
The General Secretary of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of the convocation of the Meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host a meeting confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting, and that it has available sufficient funds for that purpose. The country offering to host the meeting shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.

5.
Observers in the categories stipulated in Articles 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 may attend COM/CITEL meetings as observers on the same conditions as those established in the Regulations for their participation in the CITEL Assembly meetings.
Article 78 


When, in view of their urgency, matters to be resolved cannot be left until its next meeting, COM/CITEL may approve resolutions, recommendations, or decisions electronically. Such resolutions, recommendations, or decisions shall be approved in keeping with such procedures as may be adopted by COM/CITEL for that purpose. The CITEL Secretariat shall keep a written record of the consultation made and its results, and shall inform the Chair and the other members COM/CITEL thereof.
Article 79 


COM/CITEL may invite representatives of associate members to participate in its Working Groups because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic pertaining to the mandate of the working group. 

-- * --

CHAPTER IV 
PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES (PCCs)

A. ORGANIZATION AND OFFICERS
Article 80 
1.
The CITEL Assembly shall establish the Permanent Consultative Committees (PCCs) that it considers necessary to attain the objectives defined in Article 3 of the Statute together with specific mandates for each PCC. For the selection of countries to host meetings of the PCCs, the principles of rotation and equitable geographic distribution shall be observed to the extent possible. A PCC shall continue in force until such time as the CITEL Assembly itself, or COM/CITEL, deems its functions and purpose to be concluded. The names of the PCCs are listed in Annex 1 of these Regulations.

2.
The host countries of the PCCs may submit their candidacy for one re-election only. A Member State may not submit its candidacy for a second re-election, if another Member State – which has been elected fewer times – should present its candidacy. 
the representative appointed by the government of the host country for the PCC. Each PCC may establish  up to three vice chairmanships  to assist the Chair in the performance of his duties. The Chair of each PCC shall recommend to the PCC the number of Vice Chairs he deems appropriate, taking into account insofar as possible an equitable geographical distribution. The countries from which a Vice-Chair is appointed, may host an additional meeting of the PCC in a given year, and in such case, will be responsible for providing meeting sites, personnel, and administrative support for the meeting.

4.
Each PCC shall determine its internal work structure, which must fully comply with the provisions of the Statute and these Regulations.

Article 81
Duties of the Chair of a PCC


The Chair of a PCC shall:

a.
Convene the PCC through the Executive Secretary at least once a year and designate the place and date for the meeting.

b.
Direct the work of the PCC, prepare the material for meetings, as well as studies, decisions, and draft resolutions, and send them to the Chair of COM/CITEL for information and to the Executive Secretary for processing.

c.
Report PCC work results, in writing, every six months, to the Executive Secretary and to the Chair of COM/CITEL.

d.
Report to the CITEL Assembly on matters within the competence of the PCC.
e. 
Ensure that the Working Groups, Ad Hoc Groups, and Rapporteurships established, as well as the coordination tasks assigned, operate in accordance with the working procedures that govern PCC activities, as provided in Article 96.

f.
Seek to ensure that all decisions taken by the PCC Plenary are consensus decisions.

g. 
Confirm that the quorum provided for in the regulations is present at the meeting.

h.
Inform the Executive Secretary and the Chair of COM/CITEL about the contribution of the PCC’s work to the Strategic Plan of CITEL.
Article 82
Chair’s Office


The Member State elected to preside over a PCC shall organize, and maintain at its sole expense, and under the exclusive responsibility of the Chair, an office composed of the necessary technical and administrative personnel. For all purposes, this office shall be responsible exclusively to the Chair of the PCC and shall not be dependent in any way upon the General Secretariat of the Organization.

Article 83 
Working Ggroups, Ad Hoc Groups and Rapporteurships
1.
Each PCC may establish working groups and ad hoc groups in accordance with Article 96. Those groups shall submit reports of their activities to the corresponding PCC.

2.
PCC shall also establish rapporteurships and appoint rapporteurs for their working groups and ad hoc groups in order to deal with the issues entrusted to said groups. The rapporteurs shall submit their reports to the working groups or ad hoc groups to which they belong.

3.
The PCC shall elect the Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Rapporteurs from among those candidates who represent a Member State or an associate member. If the representative designated as Chair, Vice-Chair, or Rapporteur is no longer able to represent the corresponding Member State or associate member, the aforementioned Member shall designate another representative for the rest of the term.
B. PARTICIPATION IN THE PCC
Article 84 
Members


Each CITEL Member State may appoint to a PCC the delegation that it deems relevant, whose members are specialists in telecommunications/ICT in accordance with the method set out in Article 4. A Member State may remove or replace the members of that delegation by notifying the Executive Secretary, in writing, of its decision to do so.

Article 85 
Associate Members

1. 
Associate membership on a PCC is open to: 

a. Any entity, organization or institution, or academic institution, related to the telecommunications/ICT industry that has legal personality (hereinafter "entity"), provided that the entity's associate membership is approved by the corresponding Member State of CITEL. The expression "corresponding Member State of CITEL" means the country where the "entity" was constituted or has its principal office.

b.
Any entity related with the telecommunications/ICT industry with legal personality in a non-Member State, whose associate membership is approved by a minimum of three Member States. 

c.
An international or regional inter-governmental, or private, academic, or civil society organization related to telecommunications/ICT and has legal personality (hereinafter “the organization”), with the approval of COM/CITEL.

2.
Applications from entities wishing to become associate members of a PCC, if any, must be forwarded to the corresponding Member State, together with an indication of the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of a contact person to whom procedural information may be sent. The corresponding Member State shall be responsible for examining and approving such applications based on such criteria or procedures for sponsoring associate members as it deems appropriate.

3.
In the case of an organization, the application procedures for acquiring the status of associate member of a PCC will be made to COM/CITEL.
4.
Where appropriate, the corresponding Member State or COM/CITEL will notify the Executive Secretary of its approval of an application received from an entity or organization, indicating the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of the contact person appointed by the entity or the organization to whom procedural information may be sent.

5.
The Executive Secretary will notify the requesting entity or organization of the decision made with respect to its application and the procedures which associate membership entails.

6.
The Executive Secretary will notify the Chair of COM/CITEL and the Chair of the respective PCC about the admission of the entity referred to in number 5 of this Article. In the case of the admission of an organization, the notification shall be sent only to the Chairperson of the respective PCC.

7.
A list of all entities and organizations granted associate membership in each PCC shall be compiled and maintained by the Executive Secretary. The Executive Secretary shall provide the Secretary General of the Organization, all Member States of CITEL and the Chairs of the PCCs with a copy of that list, and shall publish it in available electronic media.

8.
An entity shall cease to be an associate member of a PCC if  at least one Member State withdraws its approval of that entity.  An organization shall cease to be an associate member in the event that COM/CITEL withdraws its approval of that entity.
Article 86 
Participation of Associate Members

1.
Each associate member has the right to participate in any of the meetings of the PCCs to which the associate member is affiliated by sending one or more representatives. To that end, associate members shall provide in writing to the Executive Secretary the names of their representatives before the opening of each PCC meeting.

2.
Associate members of a PCC may fully participate in all the activities of that PCC with voice but without vote. They may submit technical documents and receive documents from the Committee they belong to. An associate member of any PCC shall be entitled to participate in the work of any joint working group of the PCC to which that associate member belongs, without being requested the payment of additional fees.

3.
In order for an associate member to speak on behalf of and in representation of the corresponding Member State, he shall:

a.
Have been previously accredited as part of that Member State delegation, and

b.
Be presented by his/her delegation, before speaking, indicating that his/her verbal statements are as a representative of that Member State.

Article 87 
Associate Membership Fee

1.
Associate members shall contribute to the funding of their respective PCC, voluntarily choosing the level of contribution.  The minimum contributory level shall be “one” unit for associate members with legal personality in one of the Member States and “one and one half” units for the others.  All these contributionsmay be increased in minimum “one half” unit levels. 
2.
The monetary value of the unit, stated in U.S.A. dollars, shall be established by the CITEL Assembly, and shall cover membership payment for one calendar year or, as the case may be, for the prorated corresponding part.

3.
Associate members shall have until October of each year to notify the Executive Secretary of CITEL of any change in the level of their contributions, which must comply with the provisions of this Article. Any such change shall take effect as of the year immediately following. Associate members that do not indicate any change shall continue to be considered as being at the previously selected contributory level.

4.
Funds derived from associate membership fees shall be allocated to the budget of the corresponding PCC and used as directed by the respective PCC Chair to defray expenses of PCC meetings, their groups, and relevant activities of the corresponding PCC. 

5.
Associate members shall pay their annual contribution in advance. The due date for the payment of the annual membership fee is January 1 of the corresponding year; however, for a new associate member, the due date during the first year of membership is thirty days after that Member receives notice of its acceptance as an associate member. Associate members who pay their membership fees within sixty days after the due date shall be deemed active associate members. Those who do not pay within this time without informing the Executive Secretary on the reasons for such delay shall be deemed passive associate members, and shall have their membership privileges suspended by the Executive Secretary until such time as their accounts are paid up to date. If the Executive Secretary is satisfied with the justification of the delayed payment of fees by a Member, he may extend the deadline for payment up until June 30 of the corresponding year.

6.
Any associate member may renounce membership in any PCC by written notification of such intention to the Executive Secretary. Such renunciation will become effective ninety days from the date of notification.  In such a case, membership fees will be prorated on a yearly basis. Passive associate member that is more than two years in arrears in the payment of membership fees shall be deemed to have implicitly renounced membership effective immediately.
7.
In case of resignation, associate members shall be liable for their fees up until the effective date of renunciation, and likewise, those who are up to date in their fees shall be considered active associate members up until that same effective date.

8. The Executive Secretary shall make all reasonable efforts to collect past due membership fees and shall report on those efforts annually to COM/CITEL. Membership fees past due for more than three years shall be considered uncollectible and shall be treated accordingly on CITEL’s financial statements. 

9. Fee incomes shall be credited against the outstanding balance of the earliest fiscal year, as is the practice in the OAS
Article 88 
Observers and Guests

Observers
1.
Observers in the categories set out in Articles 13, 14, 15, and 16, paragraph 1 may participate as observers to the PCCs on the same terms as prescribed in Regulations for their participation in the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, by appointing their representatives in a written notice addressed to the Executive Secretary, who will inform the Chair of the corresponding PCC. 

2.
Observers in the categories referred to in Article 16, paragraph 2 may participate as observers of the PCCs, subject to the approval of their request to participate by the Chair of the corresponding PCC. The request to participate shall be presented in writing to the Executive Secretary of CITEL forty-five days in advance of the corresponding meeting.

3.
Observers referred to in Article 16, paragraphs 1 and 2 may speak at the PCC meetings only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion. Similarly, such observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.

Guests
4.
An entity involved in telecommunications/ICT or a person with a specific interest in telecommunications/ICT may attend as a guest the meetings of PCCs, its Working Groups, and Ad Hoc Groups under the following conditions:

a.
The person or entity must request the Executive Secretary in writing their interest to participate in a meeting at least forty-five days before the meeting.

b.
The Executive Secretary shall inform the corresponding Chair and the Member States that participate in the group.

c.
If there is no objection and on the instructions of the respective Chair, the Executive Secretary will extend the corresponding invitation.

5.
The guests, with the authorization from the Chair, and if there is no objection from a Member State attending the meeting, may receive copy of the documents of the meeting and make verbal or written presentations at the meeting.

C. MEETINGS
Article 89 
1.
Each PCC shall meet at least once a year at a time and place determined by its respective Chair. The meetings of a PCC shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of these Regulations corresponding to the CITEL Assembly, to the extent that such provisions are applicable.

2.
Papers, studies, decisions, and draft resolutions of a PCC which require the consideration of the CITEL Assembly shall be submitted to COM/CITEL at least four months before a meeting of the CITEL Assembly is held.

3.
A PCC may hold private sessions restricting participation solely to Members and associate members. The Chair of a PCC, a Working Group, or an Ad Hoc Group may convene private sessions during a meeting at his discretion or at the request of a Member State. However, on the basis of reciprocity, observer organizations may be invited by the Chair to attend these private sessions, if there is no objection from a Member State.

4.
If for any reason a Regular Meeting of a Permanent Consultative Committees cannot be held in the country chosen by the Chair, it shall be held at the seat of the General Secretariat of the Organization, unless one of the Member States, with sufficient advance notice offers to host the meeting, in which case the Chair of COM/CITEL may agree to hold the meeting in that country.

5.
The Secretary General of the Organization, or by delegation, the CITEL Executive Secretary, shall transmit the notice of convocation of the meeting and the invitations to the participants as soon as the country offering to host the meeting confirms to the CITEL Secretariat the exact date, city and specific location for the meeting. The country offering to host a meeting shall provide this information to the Executive Secretary, no later than sixty days before the proposed date of the meeting.

Article 90 
Decisions

1.
In the absence of consensus in the deliberations of the PCCs, draft resolutions shall be adopted in accordance with the Regulations on voting established in Article 97 of these Regulations. In order to approve a resolution, decision or recommendation by vote or consensus, the PCC meeting must have a quorum of one third of the Member States of CITEL.

2.
The approval of any PCC resolution will require the affirmative vote of at least one third of all CITEL Member States.

3.
In addition, PCCs may adopt resolutions, decisions, or recommendations by correspondence provided there are no negative responses from the CITEL Member States and applying such procedures as may be established by COM/CITEL.

-- * --

CHAPTER V
THE SECRETARIAT

Article 91


The Secretariat shall be composed of the Executive Secretary, appointed by the Secretary General of the Organization, in consultation with the members of COM/CITEL, and the professional and administrative staff that the Secretary General appoints in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.
Article 92 
The Executive Secretary of CITEL

 
2.
In addition to the functions established in the CITEL Statute, the Executive Secretary shall have the following duties:

a.
To prepare the technical documents assigned to him by the organs of CITEL and the working documents for CITEL meetings.

b.
To serve as Technical Secretary of the meetings of the CITEL Assembly and of COM/CITEL.

c.
To see that the minutes, decisions, papers, and draft resolutions of all the organs of CITEL are in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization, the mandates of the General Assembly, the Statute of CITEL, and these Regulations.

d.
To receive official correspondence relating to CITEL, to deal with it appropriately, and to handle communications regarding the work of the Secretariat, informing the Secretary General of the Organization thereof. Copies of such correspondence shall be sent to the Chair of COM/CITEL.

e.
To carry out the decisions and tasks that the different organs of CITEL may request.

f. f. To cooperate with the Chair of COM/CITEL in the preparation of the draft agenda for each CITEL Assembly Meeting, as well as in the preparation of the agenda for each COM/CITEL meeting.

g.
To prepare documents, studies, and reports necessary for each CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL meetings, taking into account the guidelines established in this regard by COM/CITEL.

h.
Once COM/CITEL has decided upon the date and place for the regular and special meetings of the Assembly, to so inform the Member States immediately in writing.

i.
To prepare notices of convocation for the meetings of all CITEL organs.

j.
To cooperate with COM/CITEL in the preparation of the annual report of CITEL to be presented through the Secretary General to the Permanent Council of the Organization for its consideration.

k.
To keep CITEL Member States permanently informed of technical activities in the telecommunications/ICT field, in accordance with the instructions received from the Chair of COM/CITEL and taking into account the information received by COM/CITEL.

to and keep world and regional, governmental and nongovernmental entities specializing in ICT abreast of the resolutions and decisions of the CITEL Assembly on telecommunications/ICT matters, for which purpose a periodic newsletter may be utilized.

m.
To provide a periodic information service, with widespread coverage on the progress of telecommunications/ICT and their development in the American States.

n.
To maintain custody of the files containing the official documentation of all the meetings of the CITEL organs. 

o.
To represent the Chair of COM/CITEL at public or private functions and at meetings of international organizations, when the Chair so decides.

p.
After consultation with the Chairmen of the PCCs, to prepare and submit to COM/CITEL an annual preliminary draft budget taking into account the directions given by the previous CITEL Assembly Meeting. 
q.
To supervise the staff of the CITEL Secretariat, in order to ensure the most effective use of personnel.

r.
To prepare and make available to the Member States and associate members by electronic means the resolutions, recommendations, decisions, and declarations of the organs of CITEL.

s.
 To prepare annually, for submission to and approval by COM/CITEL, a schedule of meetings covering the coming two-year period. In preparing the schedule of meetings, the Secretariat should take into consideration the schedule of pertinent OAS, ITU and Regional Organizations meetings, and should also coordinate beforehand with the chairpersons of the various committees.

t.
Regularly to prepare and distribute to the Chair of COM/CITEL and the Chairs of the PCCs a report on the expenditures paid with CITEL financial resources, including associate membership fees.


CHAPTER VI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. TRAVEL EXPENSES
Article 93


Travel expenses for staff members of the General Secretariat of the Organization attending any meeting of the CITEL organs, in order to be charged to CITEL's budget, must be expressly provided for and approved in that budget.

B. WORKING METHODS OF CITEL
Article 94 
Schedule of Meetings and Agendas

1.
Meeting dates should be set well in advance.

a.
COM/CITEL shall set and distribute a calendar of proposed meetings for all CITEL organs, including specific dates and venues.

b.
The calendar of proposed meetings should be drawn up to minimize conflict with major activities of the ITU, and as appropriate, with regional meetings of related standards or development organizations.

c.
To the extent practicable, meetings of CITEL organs provided for in the Statute should be regularized. Additional meetings may be scheduled at the discretion of the Chairmen.

2.
Information about the calendar meetings and meeting notices should be published regularly.

3.
COM/CITEL shall prepare a draft preliminary agenda for each Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly one year in advance.

4.
The Chairmen of the PCCs, with the assistance of the Executive Secretary, shall send proposed agendas for the PCC meetings to all participants of the respective committees at least two months prior to the meeting.

Instruments
A. - 
Resolution


a.
Definition.
It is a manifestation of the will of an organ, acting within the scope of its jurisdiction, by which it approves measures or actions relating to any of the functions assigned to the corresponding provisions of the Statute of CITEL, Regulations or other resolutions from competent bodies as a result of the review and judgments made ​​on the issue or issues subject of the resolution. Its application can be either transient or permanent.
(i)
The Resolutions of the Assembly of CITEL may refer, as appropriate, to any of the objectives of CITEL indicated in Article 3 or the functions of the Assembly indicated in Article 5 of the Statute of CITEL; 

(ii)
The Resolutions of COM/CITEL may refer, as appropriate, to any of the objectives of CITEL indicated in Article 3 or the functions of the indicated in Article 17 of the Statute of CITEL;

(iii)
The Resolutions of the PCC focus on measures or actions of internal application concerning one or more aspects of a specific topic, within the scope of the jurisdiction assigned to it by the Assembly of CITEL.

b.
Format.
The format of the Resolutions must consist of a descriptive text and an operative text.

The descriptive text may contain one or more “Whereas” sections that mention the documents, resolutions or legal provisions that have been taken into account as background for the resolution, with one or more "Considering" or "Recitals" being mentioned, in which the facts and rules that justify or necessitate the adoption of the operative text of the resolution are discussed.

The operative text must contain one or more paragraphs on decisions to be made. When deemed necessary, a Resolution may also include in its operative text one or more recommendations and/or instructions either for the Executive Secretary or any other party to which it corresponds.

B. Recommendation

a.
Definition 
It is a manifestation of the will of an organ, acting within the scope of their competence, by which it invites the Administrations of Member States or other deliberative organs of CITEL and the OAS, to accept the opinion and judgment made ​​by the recommending body on different aspects of a specific issue, or to implement it, as appropriate. Its application can be either transient or permanent.

(i).
The recommendations of the Assembly of CITEL may be addressed to the General Assembly of the OAS or any other organ of the OAS, when appropriate, to the authorities of the Member States or any deliberative organ of CITEL;

(ii).
The recommendations of COM/CITEL may be addressed to the Administrations of the Member States, the Assembly of CITEL or to other deliberative organs of CITEL; and where applicable, to the General Assembly of the OAS or any other organ of the OAS, to present CITEL’s position.

(iii)
The recommendations of a PCC may be addressed to its Working Groups or Ad Hoc Groups, to another PCC, to COM/CITEL or to the Assembly of CITEL, through COM/CITEL.


b.
Format.
The format of the Recommendations must consist of a descriptive text and an operative text.

The descriptive text must have the same characteristics indicated for the descriptive text of the resolutions.

The operative text must contain one or more recommendations. In addition, where applicable, it may contain one or more instructions for the Executive Secretary or any other party to which it corresponds.

C. Decision
a. 
Definition.
It is a manifestation of the will of a body by which it approves, within the scope of its competence, the execution of a specific purely administrative activity. This category includes tasks such as requests for information, the submission of forms to national Administrations, or other similar activities.

b.
Format. Decisions do not require descriptive text. In the case of decisions by the PCC, they will be found in the text of the minutes of the meetings; they will also be published in a table in the Final Report of each meeting, numbered consecutively. The Decisions of the Assembly of CITEL and the Permanent Consultative Committee of CITEL will be maintained in the current format.


D.
Inter-American Proposals

Preliminary Proposal (PP):

Definition: That which is presented for debate for the purpose of having it acquire the nature of a Draft Inter-American Proposal  and then Inter-American Proposal.

Draft Inter-American Proposal (DIAP):

Definition: That Proposal which, after being presented for consideration and debate by the Member States, has the support of more than 1 (one) Administration.

Inter-American Proposal (IAP): 

Definition: This is a Preliminary Proposal or Draft Inter-American Proposal about which the Office of  Rapporteur  for the Preparation of the WTSA/WCIT  has finalized its consideration and debate, and has been supported by at least 6 (six) Administrations, and which is not opposed by more than 50% (fifty per cent) of the total number of backings obtained.

Article 95 
Conduct of Meetings and Administrative Support

1.
The Secretariat shall provide administrative support to prepare for, conduct, and follow up on all the meetings of the CITEL Assembly, COM/CITEL and each of the PCCs in accordance with the budget, and taking into account the level of support provided by the host country to the meetings.
2.
The Chair’s reports and the technical contributions or proposals to be considered at each PCC Plenary meeting should be made available to all members as they are received, by the most suitable means, prior to the meeting. Additional technical contributions may be submitted up to the date of the meeting at the discretion of the Chair. 

3.
The Chair may limit the time for the presentation and discussion of documents, taking into account whether they are information documents or proposals. Information documents shall not be submitted for discussion nor translated, but rather comments will be requested thereon which will also be subject to a time limit. The Chair will have to respect at all times the right to speak of the Member States and the associate members.

4. 
All documents for meetings of the CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL are to be translated and distributed by the Secretariat to members in final reproducible form, if possible in English and Spanish, as soon as they are available. 

5.
Members are encouraged to use modern means of communication to conduct business to the extent possible. This should be the normal way of operation for the working groups, and ad hoc groups to work to minimize the number of meetings.

6. 
Seminars, and meetings of ad hoc groups and working groups of each PCC should be scheduled, as much as possible, in conjunction with a relevant PCC Plenary meeting.

7.
Member States or associate members who host seminars or meetings of, ad hoc groups or working groups that meet independently of a regular PCC meeting shall bear the costs of such meetings if there are not resources approved for that purpose in the CITEL program-budget.

Article 96 
Working Procedures Governing the Activities of the PCCs
1.
The process that determines areas of priority interest among the participants involves holding seminars on topics of interests, and forming ad hoc groups to explore areas that may be subject of permanent working groups. This process should be used at the PCC level.

2. 
Seminars and discussions on topics of interest should be held in conjunction with PCC meetings, with the meetings of working groups or ad hoc groups, or whenever necessary as agreed with the PCC.
3. 
For a Working Group to be created, at least six Member States should undertake to actively participate in its work. The establishment of the Working Group shall be approved by a PCC resolution indicating its scope of interest and mandate.


54. 
Ad hoc groups shall work up to two consecutive years, their term may be exceptionally extended by the corresponding Committee or by the Assembly when applicable, for a limited period to allow for the completion of tasks. Eventually, the PCC may transform the ad hoc group into a Working Group, pursuant to the procedure described in paragraph 3 above.

5.
Every working group, rapporteurship, and ad hoc group shall have a Chair and one or more Vice Chairs . The Chair and Vice-Chair may be held by either a Member State or an associate member.. In the selection of a Chair or Vice-chair, equitable geographic distribution should be taken into account in as far as possible. 

6.
All PCC members may attend the meetings of the working groups, rapporteurships, and the ad hoc groups. . However, only those that specifically register as members of the working group or ad hoc group may be assured of getting working documents and would be expected to participate actively in the work of the group. The discussions on the working documents and the reports arising there-from shall take place within the meetings held by the Group and shall at all times observe the provisions of the mandate. 
7.
The Chairpersons of the working groups and ad hoc groups, as well as the rapporteurs must provide reports in writing and/or verbally regarding the progress made at each PCC meeting. The final report presented by any Group shall reflect its results and must be distributed by the Executive Secretariat to the PCC members. The final report cannot be amended by the PCC. Nevertheless, any proposal for action that might arise as a result of the report must be dealt with by the PCC.

8.
Any actions proposed to the PCC in the form of resolutions, recommendations, or decisions from a working group, or ad hoc group must be clearly identified and supported in the Group report. The report shall state whether the action being proposed has received approval from all the participating members of the Group. 

9.
With a view to ensuring their due consideration by the Member States, all draft resolutions, recommendations, or decisions presented to the PCC Plenary meeting by a working group, or ad hoc group shall be distributed, in the working languages of CITEL, to the Member States present at the PCC meeting before the start of the meeting, where they shall be discussed or submitted to a vote.

10.
The plenary of the PCC shall adopt the resolutions or recommendations of the Working Groups by consensus and with the presence of at least one-third of its members; those measures can be adopted also by electronic means provided that there are not negative answers.

11.
PCCs are allowed to change and adapt their work methods to most efficiently meet the needs of their members, provided they do not contravene the provisions of the CITEL Statute and Regulations.

12.
COM/CITEL shall routinely review the work programs of PCCs and provide advice to the PCC chairmen regarding areas where there is overlap or redundancy and where more coordination among the PCCs is required. In this regard, the chairmen of the PCCs should routinely coordinate to avoid duplication and to identify areas where formal cooperation between or among PCCs would be useful. Likewise, efforts should be made to ensure that new working groups or ad hoc groups do not duplicate the work that is being performed by already existing groups. This may be achieved by reviewing the mandates of the existing groups and taking such actions as may be necessary to effectively coordinate the work of the corresponding working groups, rapporteurships, ad hoc groups or PCCs.

13.
PCCs shall regularly evaluate the need to retain their working groups, rapporteurships and ad hoc groups depending on their activities and on the effectiveness of their work, in particular those having failed to submit their report at two consecutive meetings of the PCC. This evaluation may result in a draft resolution whereby:

a.
The group is required to continue its tasks.

b.
The group’s work is terminated.

c.
The group’s scope of activities, mandate or duration is changed.

d.
A new Chair and/or Vice-Chair are/is appointed for the group.

e.
Any other action is taken to contribute to achieving the goals sought.

14.
Work shall be performed, insofar as possible, with the use of electronic documents transmission systems.

15. 
Both the CITEL Assembly and COM/CITEL may apply the above procedures or any part thereof in establishing their Working Groups or Ad Hoc Groups.

C. VOTING RULES
Article 97

1.
Where the Statute or these Regulations requires that a decision be taken and a consensus is not reached, there shall be a vote by secret ballot. The secret ballot rule may be suspended temporarily on a case by case basis, provided that, before the secret vote is begun, a motion is made to suspend the rule, and an absolute majority of the participating Member States approves that motion by a show of hands.

2.
The Chair may permit a delegate to explain his vote, either before or after the voting, and he may limit the time for such an explanation. 

D. RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Article 98

1.
With a view to maximizing cooperation and coordination in its activities and work, CITEL shall collaborate, through such agreements as it deems pertinent, with technical, governmental, nongovernmental and intergovernmental agencies engaged in activities similar to those contemplated in the objectives and functions of CITEL, set out in Article 3 of the Statute.

2.
When the activities of CITEL are germane to the technical competence of an inter-American specialized organization, the subsidiary organs, agencies, and other entities of the inter-American System, CITEL shall request their cooperation in carrying out those activities.

E. OTHER PROVISIONS
Article 99 
Entry into Force

These Regulations shall enter into force on the date of their approval by the CITEL Assembly and shall govern all meetings of all CITEL organs.

Article 100 
Amendments to the Regulations

1.
Proposals to amend these Regulations shall be submitted to the CITEL Assembly for adoption. Adoption of amendments shall be by an absolute majority of the participating Member States.

2.
When COM/CITEL determines that an amendment is urgent, it may decide to apply that amendment provisionally pending final decision by the CITEL Assembly at its next Regular or Special meeting, in accordance with Article 17 (g) of the Statute. 

3.
Amendments to these Regulations, once adopted by the CITEL Assembly, shall be presented to the General Assembly of the Organization at its next regular session for its information.

Article 101 
Suspension of Provisions from Chapter II


The provisions of Chapter II of these Regulations shall apply to all meetings of the CITEL Assembly. However, in exceptional circumstances, the Assembly may decide by a two-thirds majority vote of the participating Member States to suspend temporarily any provision of Chapter II of these Regulations for the more efficient functioning of the Assembly. This suspension shall not contravene any provision of the Statute.

Article 102 
Unregulated Matters

Situations and matters not provided for in these Regulations shall be decided by COM/CITEL by an absolute majority vote of the Member States participating in the CITEL Assembly or COM/CITEL members if the Assembly is not in session. Should the Assembly or COM/CITEL not be in session, they shall be dealt with provisionally by the Chair, after consulting with the other members of COM/CITEL, until COM/CITEL ratifies this decision at its next meeting. COM/CITEL shall report all decisions adopted under this Article, to the next Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly. No decision adopted under this Article can contradict the provisions of the CITEL Statute.

-- * --
ANNEX 
NAMES OF THE PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

In reference to Article 80 of these Regulations, CITEL has the following Permanent Consultative Committees:
Permanent Consultative Committee I (PCC.I): Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)
Permanent Consultative Committee II (PCC.II): 
Radiocommunications 












OEA/Ser.P


AG/doc.5447/14


29 May 2014


Original: English











Item 66 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE AMERICAS:  A ZONE OF PEACE, COOPERATION, 
AND PEACEFUL DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly ad referendum of Panama)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

BEARING IN MIND that Article 2 of the Charter of the Organization of American States enshrines strengthening the peace and security of the continent, preventing possible causes of difficulties, and ensuring the pacific settlement of disputes that may arise among the member states as one of its essential purposes; paragraph approved
UNDERSCORING that the General Assembly, meeting in Santiago, Chile, on June 8 to 10, 2003, acknowledged with satisfaction and emphasized, as an important achievement for hemispheric security, the declaration of the South American presidents, adopted at their second meeting, held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on July 27, 2002, establishing the region as a South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation; paragraph approved

NOTING that the General Assembly, meeting in Santiago, Chile, on June 8 to 10, 2003, expressed the commitment of the Organization of American States toward contributing effectively to initiatives carried out at the regional and subregional levels to strengthen peace and security; paragraph approved
HIGHLIGHTING that peace is a value and a principle in itself, based on democracy, justice, respect for human rights, solidarity, security, and respect for international law; paragraph approved

REAFFIRMING that peace is a supreme asset and a legitimate aspiration of all peoples and that preserving peace is a fundamental element of hemispheric integration and cooperation; paragraph approved
REITERATING our commitment to the principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and the OAS Charter and our decision to strengthen peace in the Hemisphere, through conflict prevention and the peaceful settlement of disputes; paragraph approved
RECALLING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, in Mexico City, Mexico, in October 2003, the member states considered that “zones of peace and cooperation contribute to peace, security, and cooperation in the Hemisphere” and declared their support for “the creation of zones of peace at the bilateral or subregional level by member states”; paragraph approved
UNDERSCORING that in the Consensus of Guayaquil, Ecuador, of July 2002, the South American presidents, inspired by the vocation of attaining peaceful coexistence, declared South America to be a Zone of Peace and Cooperation; paragraph approved
CONSIDERING that the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, held in the city of Quito, Ecuador, from June 6 to 8, 2004, reiterated the content and aims of resolution AG/RES. 1969 (XXXIII-O/03), “Recognition of the South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation,” in particular the expressed commitment of the Organization of American States to contribute effectively to initiatives carried out at the regional and subregional levels to strengthen peace; paragraph approved
CONSIDERING that the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session, held in the city of Quito, Ecuador, from June 6 to 8, 2004, requested the Permanent Council to continue to consider, in the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which would help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security and promote fruitful hemispheric cooperation, and to report on this matter to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session; paragraph approved

NOTING that important regional initiatives have been established in:

a. the Galápagos Declaration: Andean Agreement on Peace, Security, and Cooperation of December 1983; 

b. the 1990 Declaration of Puntarenas, which declares Central America to be a region of peace, freedom, democracy, and development; 

c. the Declaration of MERCOSUR, Bolivia, and Chile as a Zone of Peace, signed in Ushuaia, Argentina, in July 1998; 

d. the commitment adopted in the Communiqué of Brasilia at the First Meeting of Presidents of South America on September 1, 2000; 

e. the Lima Commitment, established in the Andean Charter for Peace and Security, signed on June 17, 2002;

f. the unanimous decision of the ministers of foreign affairs and defense of South America who resolved to make UNASUR a privileged forum for dialogue and political cooperation for the peaceful coexistence of peoples, as a result of which UNASUR decided at the presidential level to strengthen South America as a zone of peace; and

g. the Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace, adopted by thirty-three heads of state and government at the Second Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, held on January 28 and 29, 2014, in Havana, Cuba, which reaffirms our states’ political will to guarantee and promote peace and the peaceful resolution of disputes; paragraph approved
EMPHASIZING that the Hemisphere of the Americas has managed to resolve all conflicts among states, using existing means for the peaceful settlement of disputes, as a result of which it is the only region in which there are currently no armed conflicts between states; paragraph approved
REAFFIRMING the Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas, adopted by the OAS General Assembly session held in Lima, Peru, in June 2010, in which, inter alia, it ratified its respect for international law and its faith in the peaceful settlement of disputes and at the same time its decision to continue fostering a culture of peace and promoting education for peace among the countries of the region; paragraph approved 

REAFFIRMING the global and regional validity of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction, and the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Tlatelolco); and paragraph approved
AFFIRMING with pride and humility that the peoples of the Americas have attained the political maturity that allows them to resolve disputes between states by using all the tools necessary to uphold peace and permanent cooperation, paragraph approved
RESOLVES: 

1. To reaffirm the purposes and principles related to the peace of the Hemisphere enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States and to reaffirm its commitment to respect international law and its faith in the peaceful settlement of disputes. paragraph approved
2. To declare [MEX: To pledge to continue working to consolidate] the Americas a zone of peace based on respect for the principles and provisions of international law, including the international instruments to which the member states are parties, and the principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter and the Charter of the Organization of American States.

3. To reaffirm and extend to all the countries of the Hemisphere the content and aims of resolution AG/RES. 1969 (XXXIII-O/03), “Recognition of the South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation,” in particular the expressed commitment of the Organization of American States to contribute effectively to initiatives carried out at the regional and subregional levels to strengthen peace. [CAN & USA: Propose deletion of the paragraph]

4. Based on the principles upheld in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) of respect for the personality, sovereignty, and independence of states, the sovereign right of every state to choose its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and of condemnation of wars of aggression, the states of the Americas renew their determination to cooperate extensively to eliminate poverty, consolidate social justice and security, permit full enjoyment of the fundamental rights of the individual, and strengthen democracy in the Hemisphere, as valid paths for consolidating peace among the states of the Hemisphere and the solidarity that makes it possible to settle any dispute that may arise among the states of the Americas. paragraph approved
5. To assist in the preservation of peace and the peaceful settlement of disputes between OAS member states and to reiterate the commitment that no State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle precludes not only armed force, but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of a State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements; and to reiterate the commitment to observe the principles of national sovereignty and other principles of international law. paragraph approved
6. To reaffirm also that democracy constitutes a right and a fundamental shared value that contributes to the stability, peace, and development of the States of the Hemisphere and that the full exercise thereof is essential for the consolidation of the rule of law and the political, economic, and social development of peoples, as set forth in the Democratic Charter. paragraph approved
7. Their commitment to ensuring that the Organization of American States continues to contribute to the overcoming of tensions and solution of crises, with full respect for the sovereignty of states and the principles of the OAS Charter; and, in addition, to continue supporting bilateral, subregional, regional, and international efforts, agreements, and mechanisms to prevent conflicts and achieve the peaceful settlement of disputes. paragraph approved
8. To support bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts, agreements, and mechanisms for conflict prevention and the peaceful settlement of disputes. paragraph approved 
9. To ask the Permanent Council to continue to consider, in the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which will help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security. paragraph approved
10. [To promote agreement and greater trust among the States in the region, as well as disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, as a priority objective, in order to contribute to confidence-building among the member states that includes, among other arms control instruments, effective compliance with the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC); bearing in mind that compliance with these international commitments makes it possible to devote more resources to economic and social development.] paragraph open

10 bis [CHI and USA: To actively promote disarmament and nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems and to continue developing and implementing confidence-building measures, including among them the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)] [PE:, bearing in mind that compliance with these international commitments makes it possible to devote more resources to economic and social development].
[USA:  To strengthen cooperation and assistance to effectively address the pressing challenges of crime and violence so as to strengthen peace in the Americas] [ EC: delete]
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Item 50 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting of May 27, 2014 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly, ad referendum of Venezuela)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2773 (XLIII-O/13), “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”; 

RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) should take place in a context of close collaboration among the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”; 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role that the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;

UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programs, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”;

RECOGNIZING the participation of civil society and social actors in the Sixth Summit of the Americas
/
/ held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012;

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2772 (XLIII-O/13), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation;


CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “it is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy,” and that “the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;


CONSIDERING that the Social Charter of the Americas recognizes the importance of citizen participation for social development, with Articles 6 and 34, respectively, establishing that “the individual is at the center, as principal participant and beneficiary, of an inclusive, just, and equitable economic development process” and “member states will foster conscious and creative public participation in their development process”; 


NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives and other social actors, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states;

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy and social development in all member states; 

NOTING the contributions and recommendations suggested by civil society organizations and other social actors at the 11th Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and Social Actors that took place on April 24, 2014, on the theme of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, “Development with Social Inclusion,” and the priorities on the inter-American agenda, as well as the comments received by the OAS General Secretariat on the draft Declaration; 

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.

2. To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to continue facilitating the implementation of the strategies for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

3. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate participation by civil society and other social actors in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities undertaken by the OAS as a result of the Summits of the Americas process, as well as efforts by the member states to foster said participation.

4. To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and other social actors and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” 

5. To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to support the participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among the heads of delegation of the member states, the Secretary General, and the representatives of civil society organizations.

6. To continue to urge member states to:

a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

7. To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society and other social actors, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.

8. To recognize the efforts of the Government of the Republic of Paraguay as host country of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations and social actors to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions. 

9. To adopt the Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 3) in order to promote a coordinated model that will facilitate civil society participation in OAS activities. 

10. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, integrate, and incorporate civil society input and advocacy.

11. To ask the General Secretariat to produce a follow-up report on the implementation of the strategies to increase and strengthen the participation of civil society organizations and social actors in the activities of the OAS and of its organs, agencies, and entities, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), in order to identify the topics from CSOs and social actors that have been incorporated into the Organization’s thematic agenda and to strengthen synergies.

12. To request that the General Secretariat report to the Permanent Council before the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES


1.
…the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate.


2.
…in that during that event, the Heads of State and Government were unable to consider or adopt the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on a footing of sovereign equality. We reaffirm that a “Summit of the Americas” cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative paragraphs on the core themes were part of the Political Declaration and as the latter were not adopted, nor were the former. For that reason, Nicaragua disagrees with making references to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted. 
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Item 33 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27 and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1022 (XIX-O/89), AG/RES. 1479 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1549 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1610 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1780 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1851 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07),  AG/RES. 2368 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2565 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2674 (XLI-O/11), AG/RES. 2724 (XLII-O/12), and AG/RES. 2793 (XLIII-O/13); (APPROVED)


UNDERSCORING the [COL: adoption of the] Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by of the United Nations General Assembly [US: on September 13, 2007,] and that it has been signed [COL, CAN: adopted] by all the OAS member states; (CAN, MEX, ARG, COL, PAN: support this paragraph) (BOL, PAR, CAN: in consultations on this paragraph)


ALSO UNDERSCORING the efforts made by the Working Group since 1998 in negotiating an American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; (PARAGRAPH APPROVED)


RECOGNIZING the important presence and contribution of indigenous peoples in the Americas; and (PARAGRAPH APPROVED)


CONSIDERING the work in promoting and disseminating the rights of indigenous peoples carried out by various areas of the Organization, (PARAGRAPH APPROVED)

RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm the willingness and commitment of the member states of the Organization of American States in promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples in the Hemisphere. (PARAGRAPH APPROVED)

1. bis
PAR, BOL, ECU, VEN: To endorse the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the United Nations General Assembly [US: adopted on September 13, 2007,], which has been signed [VEN: adopted] [PER, CAN: accepted] by all the OAS member states; (PER, MEX, ARG, CHI: in consultations)

1. ter
PAR, BOL: To instruct the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting with the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives to take stock of the process of negotiation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and examine necessary and other mechanisms for the promotion and observance of their rights.


2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to consider the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the United Nations on September 13, 2007, as a Convention within the inter-American area, and to present the General Assembly with a report thereon.

ALT BOL:
To instruct the Permanent Council to establish a direct and broad dialogue with the indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, in order to begin consideration of an American Convention based on the Universal Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

ALT MEX, CHI, PAN, PER, GUA, ELS, CAN, US:
To instruct the Permanent Council [CR: to hold a dialogue with the participation of the indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, in order] to prepare a Plan of Action focused on implementing the rights of indigenous peoples contained in the international instruments that exist on the topic. 

Alt BOL: To request that the Permanent Council establish a working group to prepare, in coordination with indigenous representatives, the Secretariat, and specialized organs and agencies of the Organization, and taking into account the results of the special meeting, a draft international instrument on promotion and protection of indigenous peoples for adoption at the forty-fifth regular session of General Assembly, and that it recommend other measures for moving forward with the promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples.

PER 2 bis.: To call upon member states, permanent observers, and institutions to contribute to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in order to resume the meetings of negotiation in the quest for points of consensus with the effective participation of representatives of member states and indigenous peoples.


3.
[PER: To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to present prepare a report on the viability of converting considering the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the United Nations into as an American Convention for the protection and promotion of the rights of the Hemisphere’s indigenous peoples.]

[MEX, CHI, PAN, PER, GUA: ALT:To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to present a report on the viability of converting the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the United Nations into an American Convention for the protection and promotion of the rights of the Hemisphere’s indigenous peoples.]


4.
[PER: To ask the General Secretariat and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to provide their valuable support to the process of preparing this draft Convention.]

ALT MEX, CHI, PAN, PER, GUA:
To ask the General Secretariat and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to provide their valuable support to the process of preparing said Plan of Action this draft Convention] [PER: and to look for alternative ways to overcome the current financial difficulties and resume the process of negotiation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples].


5.
To entrust the different areas of the OAS General Secretariat with continuing to make efforts for the promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples in the Hemisphere.
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Item 29 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PERSONS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED AND ASSISTANCE 
TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 27, 2014, and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2794 (XLIII-O/13), “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of their Families,” adopted by the General Assembly on June 5, 2013; resolution 67/180, “International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance,” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 20, 2012; other past resolutions on this subject, adopted by both forums, by the former Commission on Human Rights and by the present Human Rights Council of the United Nations, as well as the treaties on international humanitarian law and international human rights law, both universal and regional, that address this problem;


NOTING that the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons, adopted in Belém do Pará, Brazil, on June 9, 1994, by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, came into force on March 28, 1996, and that 16 states have ratified it or adhered to it; and that the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, adopted on December 20, 2006, by the United Nations General Assembly, entered into force on December 23, 2010, and that 42 countries have ratified or acceded to it, of which 14 are states of the Hemisphere, and that four of the 14 countries that have recognized the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances belong to this region;

BEARING IN MIND that the problem of missing persons and assistance to members of their families is addressed in both international humanitarian law and international human rights law within their respective spheres of application, and that, in accordance with those legal frameworks, states are further urged to adopt, progressively, the national implementing measures referred to in previous resolutions of this General Assembly on the subject, in particular, in terms of prevention, investigation of cases, information management, and treatment of human remains, and support to family members; 


PP4
REAFFIRMING the humanitarian need and the responsibility of states to continue necessary efforts to alleviate the suffering, anxiety, and uncertainty besetting the family members of persons who are presumed to have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or situations of armed violence, [CHI, CAN: disasters, or migratory processes], [ARG: as well as their right to the truth and to justice] to ensure [CAN: their right to learn about the whereabouts and the fate of those persons the right of family members to learn the fate of their relatives who disappeared during armed conflict,] [ARG: as recognized in resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09),] and, where appropriate, to receive legal remedy for the damage caused;


ALT BRA:  REAFFIRMING the humanitarian need and the responsibility of states to continue necessary efforts to alleviate the suffering, anxiety, and uncertainty besetting the family members of persons who are presumed to have disappeared [BRA: in situations of armed conflict or situations of armed violence, disasters, or migratory processes], to ensure their right to learn about the whereabouts and the fate of those persons, [ARG: their right to the truth and to justice as recognized in resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09)] and, where appropriate, to receive legal remedy for the damage caused;

[PE: ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL: RETURN TO THE LANGUAGE AGREED IN 2013 AND INCLUDE PP4 BIS:


PP4 
REAFFIRMING the humanitarian need and the responsibility of states to continue necessary efforts to alleviate the suffering, anxiety, and uncertainty besetting the family members of persons who are presumed to have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or armed violence, as well as their right to truth and justice, to learn about the fate and whereabouts of those persons, as recognized in OAS resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), and, where appropriate, to receive legal remedy for the damage caused;


PP4 BIS: CONCERNED over the situation of migrants presumed to have disappeared and aware of the need to persist in efforts to find solutions to this problem]

REAFFIRMING that forced disappearance is a multiple and continuous violation of several human rights, the widespread or systematic practice of which constitutes a crime against humanity as defined in applicable international law and that, therefore, it cannot be practiced, permitted, or tolerated, even in states of emergency or exception or of suspension of guarantees;

RECOGNIZING the need to address the issue of persons considered to have disappeared in the context of armed conflicts or situations of armed violence as part of peace-building, and consolidation of peace processes, using all available judicial and transitional-justice mechanisms, within a framework of the rule of law, transparency, accountability, and public participation; 


EMPHASIZING the development of forensic science and its important contribution to the process of searching for missing persons, especially as regards the location, recovery, analysis, identification, and return of human remains to their families, and as regards the whereabouts and fate met by persons who are presumed to have disappeared; and

TAKING NOTE of the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) in 2009, the Guiding Principles/Model Law on the Missing of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the ICRC’s handbook “Accompanying the Families of Missing Persons,” and the minimum standards for psychosocial work proposed in the “International Consensus on Minimum Principles and Standards for Psychosocial Work in Exhumation Processes and Forensic Investigations in Cases of Enforced Disappearance, Arbitrary or Extrajudicial Executions,”

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate the provisions of operative paragraphs 1 to 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” adopted by the General Assembly on June 8, 2010.

2.
To urge member states, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law and with pertinent national and international jurisprudence, to continue the progressive adoption of measures as regards persons who have disappeared [BRA: in the context of armed conflicts or other situations of armed violence, disasters, or migratory processes], including domestic regulatory and institutional provisions to: 


ALT PE: To urge member states, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law and with pertinent national and international jurisprudence, to continue the progressive adoption of measures, including domestic regulatory and institutional provisions, to:

a) prevent the disappearance of persons, with particular focus on those related to vulnerable groups;

b) clarify the whereabouts and fate met by those who have disappeared;

c) attend to the needs of the family members; and

d) strengthen technical capacity and promote regional cooperation in the search for disappeared persons, the recovery, analysis use of forensic genetics, identification, and return of human remains to the families with dignity, [PE: ELIMINATED BECAUSE OF REINCORPORATION OF PREVIOUS OP 7] using standardized forensic protocols and promoting the creation of unified databases.] including with regard to the problem of migrants presumed to have disappeared;
ALT PER:  d. strengthen technical capacity and promote regional cooperation for forensic search, recovery, and use of forensic genetics for the identification of human remains, including with regard to the problem of migrants presumed to have disappeared;  (WAS SUBARTICLE C OF THE 2013 RESOLUTION)
3. To encourage member states, in order to address the legal situation of missing persons and its effect on that of family members, to proceed to adopt the necessary comprehensive domestic legal framework to recognize and address the legal and practical difficulty and hardship faced by the missing person and his or her family members, including the legal framework needed to authorize a “declaration of absence” for persons who are presumed to have disappeared. 

4. To invite member states to enact timely provisions that ensure the participation and representation of victims [BRA: of forced disappearance] and their families in the relevant proceedings, as well as access to justice and to mechanisms for them to be able to seek fair, prompt, and effective reparation; and, likewise, provisions to guarantee protection for victims and witnesses, especially women and children and adolescents of both sexes, human rights defenders, and lawyers involved in cases of serious violations of international humanitarian law and of international human rights law filed in their courts and in other transitional-justice mechanisms.

5. To ask member states to pay maximum attention to cases of children and adolescents of both sexes presumed to have disappeared and to adopt appropriate measures to seek out, identify, and, if possible, reunite them with their families.

6. To invite member states to consider ratifying or acceding to, and implementing in their domestic legal systems the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons of 1994 and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance of 2006, and to recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances for envisaged in the latter convention.
[ARG Reinstate: 7. To exhort member states, in order to allow family members to exercise their right to learn [BRA: the fate and whereabouts of relatives who have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or armed violence the truth about the circumstances of forced disappearance, the course and results of the investigation, and the fate of the disappeared person], as recognized in resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), to adopt effective measures in the context of a broad and comprehensive investigation for the location, recovery, identification, and return of human remains, using standardized forensic protocols and promoting the establishment of centralized databases, while respecting the families’ dignity, traditions, and mental health]. (BRA: consultations on this paragraph)

8.
To invite member states to collect, protect, and manage data on disappeared persons in accordance with national and international legal standards and provisions, and to support the training of forensic scientists in their respective countries, together with the implementation of forensic examinations consistent with internationally validated scientific standards and procedures. To those ends, to urge states to foster international cooperation, exchanges of information, and the participation and technical assistance of international and national institutions with recognized experience in the field. 


9.
To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the ICRC, a recognized, neutral, independent humanitarian institution, in its areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons and providing assistance to their families.


10.
To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law, or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and, when appropriate, with technical collaboration from the ICRC, to promote, at the national level, the adoption of measures regarding the provisions of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families” and to provide information thereon, entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information before the forty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

11.
To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	The United States and St. Vincent and the Grenadines believe that other organizations, such as the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the…. 


�.	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is unable to join consensus on the approval of this resolution. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is of the view that the term “gender expression" is one that is not ...


�.	The State of Guatemala declares that it promotes and defends all human rights and, regarding the provisions of this resolution, does not discriminate for any reason on the grounds of race, creed, sex … 


�.	The Republic of Paraguay reaffirms its commitment to the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international conventions concluded on the matter …


�.	The Government of Belize is unable to join consensus on this resolution given the fact that several of the issues and principles addressed therein, directly or indirectly, are at present the subject …





�.	The United States strongly supports this resolution but wishes to make one clarification as it relates to the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. …


�.	Footnote of the delegation of the United States of America: While some issues at the OAS are cross-cutting, other issues are clearly the responsibilities of specific committees that have competence ...





�.	Idem, footnote 1.


�.	Idem, footnote 1.


�.	The United States will continue to support OAS efforts to eliminate the humanitarian threat of all remaining landmines and declare countries “mine-impact-free.” Additionally, …


�.	The United States did not support establishment of the Open-ended Working Group, and did not participate in its meetings. Such non-consensus efforts will not advance the cause of …


�.	The Republic of Ecuador formalized its withdrawal from the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) on March 11, 2014. For that reason the Republic of Ecuador is not a party to the consensus … 


�.	The Republic of Ecuador issues its express reservation to the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, 2012, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice … 


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers the reference to the Summit of Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” inappropriate, … 


�.	The Republic of Ecuador issues its express reservation to the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, 2012, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice …


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers the reference to the Summit of Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” inappropriate, …


� [CITEL-2006] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06) (objectives a and b, functions f, g, h)] [CITEL-2010]


� [CITEL-2006, f] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06)]


� [CITEL-2002, f, h] [AG/RES.1946 (XXXIII-O/03]


� [CITEL-2006] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06)]


� [CITEL-2002, m] [AG/RES.1946 (XXXIII-O/03]


� [CITEL-2006] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06)]


� [CITEL-1998] [AG/RES 1589 (XXVIII-O/98)] [CITEL-2002] [AG/RES.1946 (XXXIII-O/03)] [CITEL-2006] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06)]


� [CITEL-1998] [AG/RES 1589 (XXVIII-O/98)]


�	[CITEL-2002] [AG/RES.1946 (XXXIII-O/03])]


� [CITEL-2002] [AG/RES.1946 (XXXIII-O/03]


� The number of the Article of the General Standards for the Operation of the General Secretariat was modified to take into account the updated version. (January 2006). [CITEL-2006] [AG/RES. 2159 (XXXVI-O/06)]


�	[CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006, only Spanish]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006, only Spanish]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-1998]


� [CITEL-2006, only Spanish]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-1998]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2002, e,f,g]


� [CITEL-1998]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002] [COM/CITEL RES. 206 (XVIII-06)] [CITEL-2010]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2002]


� [CITEL-2006]


� [CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006, only Spanish]


� [CITEL-1998] [CITEL-2002]


�	[CITEL-2002] [CITEL-2006] [CITEL-2010]


�.	The Republic of Ecuador enters its express reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012, without prejudice to…


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate, … 





iv

_1457776774.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY


