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CONSULTATION OF THE CHAIR OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN AGENCY FOR COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (IACD)

EXTENSION OF THE EXECUTION DEADLINE OF THE NICARAGUA FEMCIDI PROJECT “FORTALECIMIENTO DE LAS CAPACIDADES Y ENTRENAMIENTO DE LOS RECURSOS 

HUMANOS CON ESPECIAL ÉNFASIS EN LA MICRO, PEQUEÑA Y MEDIANA EMPRESA 

TURÍSTICA CENTROAMERICANA” AE-301/07 AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC PROJECT  

“PROYECTO DE FACILITACIÓN COMERCIAL, ADUANERA Y PORTUARIA” AE-260/08
The Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) presents its compliments to the members of the Management Board and, on instructions from the Chair, Mr. Enrique Maruri Londoño, Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, has the honor to advise that this past January 29, the official note No. MPN-OEA/00009/01/10 was received from the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua, requesting consideration of an extension until June 30, 2010 of the deadline to execute the multinational project “Fortalecimiento de las capacidades y entrenamiento de los recursos humanos con especial énfasis en la micro, pequeña y mediana empresa turística centroamericana”. The Project is financed with FEMCIDI 2007 resources.  

Additionally, on February 5, 2010, the Executive Secretariat received the Verbal Note MP-RD-OEA 0112-10 from the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republican, requesting consideration of an extension until May 31, 2010 of the Project “Facilitación Comercial, Aduanera y Portuaria”, financed with FEMCIDI 2008 resources.  

Below is a summary of the explanations provided by the executing agencies of each project to support the respective requests:

Nicaragua:

This Project was programmed to end in March of 2010.  However, a contract with a consulting company had to be cancelled due to legal problems with said company. This in turn caused major delays in the execution of the project. The project has now resolved the problem but needs an extension until June 30, 2010 to guarantee the successful conclusion of its first year of execution. It is important to note that the project is slated to continue in 2010-2011 in the framework of the FEMCIDI 2009 Programming Cycle. 
Dominican Republic: 

In August of 2009, important institutional changes took place in the public administration of the country, including in the Customs General Office, the Trade Secretariat and the Dominican Ports Authorities, all executing institutions of the Project. These changes caused delays in the execution of the activities and as such, these activities cannot be concluded by the established deadline of March 31, 2010. Only two activities remain to be carried out: i) Technical assistance from two consultants to design draft project concepts on customs and ports issues, which will be presented in the following event to be carried out in the Framework of the Project; ii) National Forum on Trade Facilitation, an event which will be attended by national authorities as well as international experts on those issues. The participants will identify those project concepts that could become the basis for a new regional project.  The concepts will further be presented at the forum to representatives of international agencies such as the World Bank, the IDB, UNCTAD and others.  Without this extension, the efforts of four years of work could be thwarted. Indeed, the project has enabled strengthening the Dominican authorities through extensive training as well as generating new ideas potentially as new projects aimed at accelerating the trade facilitation process and the customs and ports Management in the country.  On these bases, an extension is being requested until May 31, 2010. 
It would be appreciated if the views of the members of the Management Board of the IACD on this consultation could be received no later than March 23, 2010.  In accordance with the provisions of Article 19.1 of the Management Board’s Rules of Procedure, an absence of replies by that deadline shall be taken as acceptance of the proposals for extension.
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