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DECISIONS OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD

(Adopted at the meeting of December 9, 2019)


The meeting of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) was held at OAS Headquarters on December 9, 2019.

Participants: 

The meeting was attended by the following members of the Management Board:

Ambassador Luz Elena Baños Rivas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, Chair of the Management Board.

Members of the Management Board

· Cynthia Liliana Hotton, Alternate Representative of Argentina

· Eisha Deveaux, Alternate Representative of The Bahamas

· Carlos Cuenca, Alternate Representative of Brazil

· Sofía Mitjavila Sánchez, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica

· Jenny Caicedo, Alternate Representative of Ecuador

· Wendy Acevedo, Ambassador, Alternate Representative of El Salvador

· Michael Pointer, Alternate Representative of the United States

· Miguel Ángel Guerrero Lechón, Alternate Representative of Mexico
· Gina Castro, Alternate Representative of Panama

Authorities of the member countries of the Management Board via videoconferencing

· Juan Ignacio Roccatagliata, Director of Multilateral Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Argentina

· Verónica Olivares, Director General of Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, El Salvador

· María Elena Alcaraz, Head of the General Planning Directorate of the Mexican Agency for Development Cooperation 

Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, along with the delegations of Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic (on-site and by videoconference), Honduras, Paraguay, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines as observers.
The meeting began with the adoption of the draft order of business, AICD/JD/OD-59/19 (Español – English).
1. Election of the Vice Chair of the IACD:
Decision No. 1:
The Management Board elected, by acclamation, the delegation of El Salvador, represented by Ms. Verónica Olivares, Director General of Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, to serve as its Vice Chair. 

2. Discussion on the results of the Technical Meeting on Cooperation for Development, held on October 31 and November 1, 2019:
The Secretariat provided a summary of the conclusions and results of the group working sessions held during the technical meeting, covering six topics for discussion as indicated in the executive summary document prepared by the Secretariat (AICD/JD/doc.174/19, Español – English). 

The Secretariat also presented the document “Suggested 2020-2021 MB/IACD Work Plan Priorities” (AICD/JD/doc.175/19, Español – English) as an input for consideration by the member states in defining the Work Plan. The outcomes of the Plan will be reported at the next meeting of High Cooperation Authorities scheduled to take place in 2021. 


The delegations expressed their satisfaction with both documents and asked the Secretariat to set a deadline for submitting their comments on the Suggested MB/IACD Work Plan Priorities document. 

The Chair also noted that during the technical meeting, some of the delegations suggested determining the regularity with which meetings of the MB/IACD were held, which would facilitate the planning of the Board’s work and online participation by authorities from their capitals. Regarding those issues, the Board adopted the following decisions.

Decision No. 2: 
To set January 21, 2020, as the deadline for the delegations to submit, to the Secretariat, the priorities to be included in the 2020–2021 Work Plan, bearing in mind the document prepared by the Secretariat “Suggested 2020-2021 MB/IACD Work Plan Priorities” (AICD/JD/doc.175/19, Español – English).
Decision No. 3:
To convene meetings of the MB/IACD at least every two months or sooner when deemed necessary. Those meetings should provide tools to allow cooperation authorities to participate remotely from their capitals. 

3. Discussion and approval of the budget allocated for the administration of scholarships in 2020

Under this item, Jesus Giacoman, Director of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment, provided an explanation of the work done by the department in this yer regarding the administration of the scholarship program.

presented an advance report on the work carried out by the Department during the past year, in which he underscored the renegotiation of agreements entered into with universities and academic institutions in the region, which was enabling the number of available scholarships to be increased. 

Other topics discussed included the need to reduce costs, on account of which consideration was being given to forgoing the services provided by the company LASPAU Academic & Professional Programs for the Americas, Inc., which supports scholarship recipients in processing their visas and medical insurance, among other formalities, and transferring these additional responsibilities directly to the recipients. 

In addition, the Director remarked that over the past two years (2017 and 2018, respectively) 37 and 38 traditional scholarships were awarded, of the approved total of 47. He explained that the under-utilization of scholarships was largely because not all the countries put forward the expected two candidates in a timely and correct fashion. On that point, some delegations suggested freeing those scholarships in order to benefit other eligible candidates put forward by the member states. 

Regarding the budget allocated for the administration of scholarships during 2020 in accordance with the decision of the Management Board, the Secretariat explained that the budget had been the object of intense work, with the collaboration of some of the Board’s members, and that it had already been approved by CIDI through resolution CIDI/RES. 337 (LXXXVIII-O/19) Español – English. The Management Board adopted the following decision on this point.

Decision No. 4:
Approve the budget allocated for the administration of scholarships in 2020 according to forecasts adopted in resolution CIDI/RES. 337 (LXXXVIII-O/19), with the inclussion of an updated table in accordance with the amount executed in 2019 and the forecasts for the following years.
4. Discussion on the approach for defining the area of action for the 2021–2024 programming cycle of the OAS Development Cooperation Fund (DCF/OAS).

The Secretariat highlighted the need to open dialogue about how the member states expect to define the DCF’s area of action for the upcoming 2021–2024 programming cycle. The Secretariat explained that the definition of the area of action for the previous cycle (2017–2021) had strayed from the current guidelines of using the priority topics identified by the countries in 2014 by means of a survey in line with national development plans, and that that the countries had decided instead to align the projects with the Inter-American Education Agenda (IEA) adopted at the Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2017. Moreover, at the October 2019 technical cooperation meeting, some delegations expressed their interest in reassessing how to make the DCF more flexible in order to respond more speedily to the member states’ urgent and emerging needs, and how to attract additional sources of funding to capitalize the Fund. Some delegations expressed ideas for topics aligned with the projects, while noting their hope that this discussion could be continued in the future.

In addition, given that the deadline for the member states to make their 2019 voluntary contribution payments to the DCF expired on October 31, the delegation of Panama proposed examining the possibility of extending the deadline until March 31, 2020, following the practice of previous years. On this point the Secretariat indicated that in accordance with practice, an electronic consultation would be held in order to extend the deadline for making voluntary contributions to March 31, 2020. 
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