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DECISIONS OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD

(Adopted at the meeting held on September 20, 2011)


The meeting of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) was held at OAS headquarters on September 20, 2011.

Participants:


The following member states on the Management Board took part in the meeting:

Chair of the Management Board (2010-2011):
· Ana María Méndez Chicas, Undersecretary for International Cooperation of the Secretariat for Planning and Programming of the Office of the President of Guatemala (Segeplan) (via video conference)
Members of the Management Board:

· Rosa Delia Gómez Durán, Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina (via teleconference) and Carolina Dones, Alternate Representative of Argentina
· Maria F. Melo Bueno, Alternate Representative of Colombia 

· Agustín Vásquez Gómez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador

· Carla Menendez McManus, Alternate Representative of the United States

· Jorge Contreras, Alternate Representative of Guatemala

· Juan Gabriel Morales, Alternate Representative of Mexico

· Ambassador Celia A. Prince, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

· Jerrel Winston Moriah, Alternate Representative of Suriname


Also present was Jorge Saggiante, interim Executive Secretary for Integral Development and acting Director General of the IACD.

Topics addressed at the meeting:

The meeting of the Management Board began with the adoption of the order of business (AICD/JD/OD-32/11 rev. 3), after which the new members of the Management Board were bade welcome and Mr. Jorge Saggiante was introduced, that being the first meeting since his appointment as interim Executive Secretary for Integral Development and acting Director General of the IACD.
Delegations offered general considerations about the work of the Management Board (2011-2012) in light of the decisions of the sixteenth regular meeting of CIDI, the implementation of the new FEMCIDI structure and the tasks pending in that regard, as well as issues concerning the Sixth Summit of the Americas.  It was noted that among the more important matters to be addressed was to strengthen the IACD Management Board to see to it that it performed the functions set out in its statutes.  That is, to ensure that the Management Board and the IACD become lead players in the reform and strengthening of CIDI and FEMCIDI, so that they might have more influence on the overall process, particularly in the mobilization and procurement of resources.  Attention was also drawn to the importance of developing an evaluation mechanism and revitalizing the Board. The importance was underscored of including these matters in the next work plan of the MB/IACD.

The meeting received the reports of the Secretariat on late payments, additional payments, and sectoral distribution of FEMCIDI 2010 contributions, and on pledges and contributions to the FEMCIDI 2011 Programming Cycle (AICD/JD/CN-16/11 and AICD/JD/CN-17/11).  In this regard, the MB/IACD adopted the following decisions:
Decision No.  1:
To extend until November 30, 2011, the pledges, payments, and account distribution of voluntary contributions to the FEMCIDI 2011 Programming Cycle; and

Decision No.  2:
To authorize late payments of voluntary contributions to the FEMCIDI 2010 Programming Cycle and their distribution among sectoral accounts.  In those cases where delegations did not distribute contributions among sectoral accounts, it was decided to divide the contributions in equal parts among the three sectoral accounts that were incorporated into the transition process under the new FEMCIDI structure; namely, Science and Technology, Culture, and Education.  The Secretariat was asked to bring this decision to the attention of the delegations that did not distribute their contributions among sectoral accounts as required. 

Antonio Levy, OAS consultant for FEMCIDI project evaluation processes, presented a summary of the seventh FEMCIDI evaluation cycle, statistics for FEMCIDI, methodology used, and the findings of the evaluations of recent years (AICD/JD/INF.12/11 and AICD/JD/INF.14/11) 
Inter alia, Mr. Levy mentioned that the evaluations followed the spirit and methodological principles on cooperation effectiveness framed by the Paris Declaration.  The Argentine delegation noted the importance of project evaluations; however, she requested that the record show her objection to the use in the evaluation presented by the General Secretariat of the methodology of the OECD Paris Declaration, which she described as a standard alien to the Organization of American States and not applicable to all forms of cooperation. She mentioned, in that respect, that the position of her country had been consistent at every instance in the OAS, that that question had arisen previously, and that those principles did not, in essence, constitute a universal standard for technical cooperation but an instrument of development aid that belonged to another context. Following up on the comments of Argentina, another delegation recalled that the political bodies of the OAS had not yet discussed the matter in depth.
The Management Board elected Rosa Delia Gómez Durán, Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, as chair for the 2011-2012 term.  The Argentine delegate expressed thanks for the appointment and vote of confidence, as well as acknowledging the work of the outgoing chair, Ana María Méndez Chicas, Undersecretary of International Cooperation of the Secretariat for Planning and Programming of the Office of the President of Guatemala (Segeplan), and her dedication to strengthening the IACD.  The complete text of the remarks of the incoming chair was distributed after the meeting as document AICD/JD/INF-13/11.  The election of the vice chair was postponed until the next meeting of the MB. In the meantime, the delegations were urged to proceed with informal consultations. 
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