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INFORMATION ON THE EXECUTION STATUS OF THE PROJECT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC “TRADE, CUSTOMS AND PORT FACILITATION” - AE-260/08

· The Project is in its fourth and final year of implementation. In other words, it will not continue under the FEMCIDI programming cycle for 2009 

· The activities programmed for this final phase are as follows:
· Activity 1.1 – IV Course on International Customs Techniques for 60 participants

· Course held from October 19 to 30, 2009.

· The goal set was met in full: The course was attended by 53 specialists from Customs, four individuals from the port authority, and three from the Ministry of Industry and Trade.  The participants acquired new expertise and tools for an improved performance of their duties. 

· Activity 1.2 – IV Port Management Course for 60 participants.

· The course is in progress.
· Activity 2.1 – Advisory services on Comprehensive Trade Facilitation Projects from international experts. 

· Contracts were signed with two experts who are working on the design of trade facilitation project profiles, which were to be delivered to the coordinating agency by the end of March 2010. However, the experts are asking for more time in order to submit and discuss the project profiles with national authorities and the international community.
· Activity 3.1 – Holding of a National Forum on “Trade Facilitation.”
· The Forum, which is the last activity under the project is set to be held in Santo Domingo.  At the Forum, 40 officials from the Customs, port, and trade sectors will be updated in the area of “Trade Facilitation”.  Also at this forum the experts will present the project profiles developed to experts and representatives from international cooperation agencies, including the World Bank, IDB, UNCTAD and the OAS. 

· If the extension is approved the forum is scheduled for May 2010. 
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