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STATE OF EXECUTION OF THE UNITED STATES PROJECT “IMPLEMENTATION OF METROLOGY INFRASTRUCTURES OF THE AMERICAS TO SUPPORT FREE TRADE AND IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE” - AE-267/08
· The Project is in its fourth and final year of execution. In other words, it will not continue under the FEMCIDI 2009 Programming Cycle. 
· The overall coordination of the project is under the responsibility of the US National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

· The project has three regional executing agencies: 

· NIST – US

· Technological Laboratory of Uruguay (LATU) – Uruguay

· National Center of Metrology (CENAM) – Mexico

· Amount expended to date: US$ 250,501 of US$ 270,000 approved. 

· The activities programmed for this last phase were: 
· Activity 1.1: Chemical Metrology – Establishment of new services, re-enforcement of already established Chemicals metrology services in strategic areas for commerce and environmental protection in developing countries (infrastructure and personnel) through training, seminars, workshops, pilot studies and comparisons. 
· Activity 1.2: Physical Metrology – Cooperation, training, comparisons, workshops, seminars and technical assistance in physical metrology areas for assuring comparable reliable measurements. 

· Activity 1.3: Communications: SIM network linking, GPS Satellite linking and video conferencing for cooperation, training, comparisons and seminars. 

· Activity 1.4: Legal metrology: assistance and training in basic legal metrology in strategic areas for commerce, environment protection and health. 

· Activity 2.1: annual regional awareness seminars
· Activity 2.1: Sub-regional workshops and seminars to develop sub-regional awareness of the economic impact of metrology and its role as part of infrastructure development and capacity building the Americas (one per sub-region)

· Activity 2.3: Communications and outreach: website. INFOSIM, outreach-publicity and promotions, coordination meeting. 

· So far, the vast majority of expected results have been met or exceeded
· Among the most notable results obtained to date are: 

· 1 new country expected to become members of the International Bureau of Weights and Measures.  So far, 2 countries (Peru and Paraguay) have become associate members of the Bureau. 

· 3 countries expected to have increased or improved Calibration and Measurement Capabilities. So far, 7 countries have reached this target. 

· The last 2 activities planned for execution in the Framework of the Project were 2 seminars of: Force Metrology and Chemical Metrology.  Both were programmed to take place in Santiago, Chile.  

· However, due to the terrible earthquake which shook the Chilean Capital at the end of February of 2010, it is no longer possible to carry out the two events in Santiago.  

· The coordinating institution is therefore requesting a two-month extension to reprogram the events.  In that regard, it is important to point out that one of the events has been reprogrammed to take place in Bogota, Colombia. 
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