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PROGRAMMING, OBLIGATION, AND EXECUTION SCHEDULE FOR THE FIRST PROGRAMMING CYCLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FUND (OAS/DCF) 

(Approved during the meeting held September 16, 2014)
Given that the Development Cooperation Fund entered into force in June 2014 following approval at the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, held on Paraguay, it is necessary to adjust article 17 of the “Statutes of the OAS Development Cooperation Fund (OAS/DCF) and Provisions Regarding other Partnership for Development Resources” so that the first programming cycle of the OAS/DCF would begin as soon as possible. Said modifications will only apply to the first programming cycle of the OAS/DCF and will establish new deadlines for the definition and implementation of the first programming cycle contained in article 17 (f), (g), (h), (j), (k), (l), and (n).
With respect to the section under article 17 titled “Voluntary contributions from member states” [article17 (a) to (c)], it is worth noting that the same resolution approved by way of exception, and only for this first cycle, that only member states that make voluntary contributions in 2014 and in at least one of the two prior years, 2012 and 2013, may participate in this cycle. Member states that have contributed in only one of those years (2012, 2013, or 2014), or whose 2014 contributions were received outside the deadline, shall be governed by Article 13 of the Statutes of the OAS Development Cooperation Fund (OAS/DCF).
“Article 17.
The partnership for development activities financed by the OAS/DCF shall be governed by a Programming, Obligation, and Execution Schedule with the following deadlines:


Voluntary contributions from member states: 

a. Voluntary contribution pledges to the OAS/DCF shall be made in writing, clearly indicating the allocation among the accounts no later than July 31 of each year. 

b. Member states shall make their annual contributions to the OAS/DCF no later than October 31.  Those contributions shall be added to the seed capital for the appropriate programming cycle, in order to continue creating synergies and raise additional funds from potential external partners.
c. On the basis of the contributions that they regularly provide to the OAS/DCF, member states shall submit letters of commitment and support to the OAS/DCF process, which will serve as a demonstration of their commitment to potential partners/donors for the programs that will be implemented.
Definition of Programming:

d. In order to develop a clearly defined objective, the Technical Cooperation Section (TCS), in coordination with the ONEs and the pertinent national authorities, shall identify the corresponding area of action of the Strategic Plan as well as the thematic areas that may be helpful in its formulation, including Education and Science and Technology as crosscutting themes.

e. The TCS, in collaboration with each member state’s ONE, shall hold consultations and organize a survey to identify the member states’ priorities for the areas of action of the Strategic Plan and the corresponding thematic areas for up to four programs.

f. The TCS shall present the results of the survey to CIDI for consideration so that said body may approve the area of action and the thematic areas, which will define up to four programs for initial formulation of the proposed programmatic framework by October 28 of the first year of the programming cycle. 

g. The MB/IACD shall confirm the amount of seed funding available for the programming cycle by November 5, 2014.
h. To ensure the participation of each member state in the formulation of programs and the identification of activities, member states shall be requested, through their permanent missions, to submit a letter confirming their participation in one of the programs, in accordance with their needs, and identifying the executing agenc(y) (ies) and the responsible official(s) in each participating country, by November 20, 2014. 

i. The IACD Management Board will increase member state participation to more than one program to the extent that financial resources allow.  

j. The TCS, in collaboration with the SEDI departments and in close coordination with the ONEs and the pertinent national authorities, shall develop a proposed three-year programmatic framework for implementation that shall include the objective, programs with their respective activities, and the budget for each approved thematic are, including evaluation costs, by February 27, 2015.

k. SEDI shall present the Programmatic Framework to the MB/IACD for its consideration and approval by March 27, 2015.
Programming implementation:

l. By April 5, 2015, the TCS shall prepare and send to the member states the necessary documentation (execution agreements and appropriate forms).

m. Each participating member state shall present an execution plan, including the budget and execution schedule for the duration of the three-year program according to the dates established in the execution agreement.

n. The participating member states (executing agency and ONE) shall sign the execution agreements by April 25, 2015. 
o. SEDI shall obligate the resources for program execution at the beginning of each programming cycle, upon receiving the signed execution agreements from the member states. 

Financial disbursements:

p. Disbursements for the execution of the programs can be processed immediately after the resources have been obligated, once the executing agencies have presented a satisfactory implementation plan for executing the activities in each country and have signed the respective execution agreements.
q. Funds will be disbursed every six months based on the presentation of satisfactory progress reports. Where a report is unsatisfactory, a decision in that regard shall be adopted by the IACD Management Board in accordance with the provisions of the execution agreement.

Monitoring and evaluation:

r. The national coordinators of each program shall have 90 days following the signing of the Agreement to submit a monitoring and evaluation plan to the TCS that shall cover all three years of the program’s execution.
s. A monitoring and evaluation plan is included in the corresponding Execution Plan.

t. The TCS shall prepare a mid-term follow-up report on implementation of the programming cycle (at the end of the second year), in order to make any necessary execution changes to ensure that programs are being implemented satisfactorily.

u. A final evaluation of programs, coordinated by the TCS jointly with the Department of Planning and Evaluation (DPE), shall be performed at the end of the respective programming cycle. The evaluation shall be carried out by a qualified independent evaluator, according to standards defined in the respective Execution Agreement.

This Schedule may be amended by the IACD Management Board, in accordance with its regulations.  The IACD Management Board shall notify CIDI of its decision to make any such changes within five working days following the date of that decision.”
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