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Working Group on the Review

of OAS Programs
NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL TO THE CHAIR 
OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE REVIEW OF OAS PROGRAMS

Washington, D.C., February 8, 2012
His Excellency

Pierre Giroux

Alternate Representative of Canada

Chair of the Working Group for the Review of OAS programs
Excellency:

I have the honor of writing regarding the Working Group for the Review of OAS Programs.

By resolution AG/RES. 35 (I-O/71) of April 22, 1971, the OAS General Assembly established the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization to consider disputes affecting members of the staff of the General Secretariat. As that resolution rightly provided, the existence of this organ was necessary to ensure observance of the General Standards for the Operation of the General Secretariat and other provisions relative to the rights and obligations of the staff members, since their unique status as international civil servants precluded recourse to domestic courts to air their grievances.
The members of the Administrative Tribunal note that, according to documents CP/CAAP-3147/11 rev. 7 and CP/CAAP/SA-594/12, the Working Group for the Review of OAS Programs will meet on February 21, 2012, to discuss, inter alia, the workings of the Administrative Tribunal.

On behalf of the judges of the Administrative Tribunal, and within the context of the year marking the 40th anniversary of that organ’s inception, I would like to request the opportunity to offer a presentation to the members of the Working Group at the February 21 meeting in order to shed light on the fundamental role that the Tribunal performs in ensuring job stability within the General Secretariat and the Organization’s immunity.
I thank you for your kind attention in this matter and avail myself of the opportunity to convey assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.

Judge Homer Bibiloni

President

OAS Administrative Tribunal
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