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Instituto de Políticas Públicas en Derechos Humanos / Instituto de Políticas Públicas em Direitos Humanos

[Institute of Public Policies on Human Rights]

Buenos Aires, October 25, 2011

MERCOSUR/IPPDH/NOTA_SI_N°145 /11

Ms. Ana Pastorino

Chair of the Working Group on Protecting

  the Human Rights of Older Persons 

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Organization of American States (OAS)

Dear Madam:

It is my pleasure to address you in my capacity as Executive Secretary of the Institute for Public Policies on Human Rights of MERCOSUR (IPPDH), to inform you that this entity accepts the invitation sent on October 24, 2011, to take part in the process of implementation of the mandates established in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI​O/11) on "Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons."

In the IPPDH annual work plan for 2012, one of the human rights public policy coordination guidelines approved by the Council of Governmental Representatives on October 7 is support for the governments’ initiatives in the context of discussions on legal instruments for protecting the rights of older persons in the framework of the OAS.

In this regard, considering that the Working Group’s second meeting will be held on November 4, 2011, I am transmitting herewith two documents that could be a contribution to the discussion at that meeting.

The first is a Joint Communiqué of the MERCOSUR member states and Chile that was issued in connection with the second meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Working Group on Aging, which indicates the most flagrant legal gaps in protection of older persons. The arguments presented in this document are also relevant for the process of discussion at the inter-American level, because at the regional level there are no legally binding instruments to regulate the specific protection of these rights.
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Instituto de Políticas Públicas en Derechos Humanos / Instituto de Políticas Públicas em Direitos Humanos

[Institute of Public Policies on Human Rights]

The second is a technical document prepared by the IPPDH on the principle of equality and nondiscrimination in the protection of the rights of older persons, which is intended as a contribution to the discussion of an international legal instrument.

As indicated above, I wish to affirm the support of the IPPDH for the OAS Working Group, and stress how important it is for the region to move forward with the discussion of an inter-American convention for the protection of the rights of older persons.


Sincerely yours,


Víctor Abramovich


Executive Secretary


Institute of Public Policies on Human Rights


MERCOSUR -IPPDH-

JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ OF MERCOSUR

UNITED NATIONS WORKING GROUP ON AGEING.  SECOND WORKING MEETING.  NEW YORK, AUGUST 4, 2011.

Dear Chair,

I have the honor to address the Open-ended Working Group on behalf of the member states of Mercosur and Chile, a group for which my country is acting Chair.

I congratulate you and thank you for your effort and the exemplary manner that you and your team have led the discussions during the last three days in this working meeting of the Working Group on Ageing.
After hearing the latest data and developments in the area of the rights of older persons in the world, we see even more clearly the need to work together to achieve higher standards of protection of older persons. This will be done through more detailed knowledge of their situation and recognition of international minimum standards for their rights. 
In this connection we see a series of gaps in the protection of the rights of older persons, which we would like to note as follows:

· Care for persons living in long-term care institutions, whether for medical care or in the area of mental health. This point includes protection of personal communication and private and personal content, periodic reviews of the residents of this type of institution, and review and construction of standards in the process for voluntary and involuntary admission. 
· Care for incarcerated persons, with maximum age standards for confinement. 
· Informed consent, adequate information on medical, socio-health, or research treatments and procedures.

· Policies broken down by age, national plans or programs for older persons. Also production of statistical data and information broken down by age. 
· Health in areas of accessibility, availability of services, prevention policies, treatment of terminal illnesses, and primary level of health care. Palliative care and treatment of terminal illnesses. Avoiding unnecessary pain or being the victim of negligence or neglect.
· Care policies.  On this point we detect the lack of appropriate interventions and practices to respond to situations of dependence and promote personal independence.

· Participation.  In areas of monitoring of public policies for older persons. Policies for older persons in the Americas do not promote active aging.
· Appropriate training and education for experts in all the areas with special emphasis on the social and health area. Awareness-building and training for personnel in the justice system and legislators.

· Access to justice, legal and personal representation, legal guardians.
· Prohibition of violence, inhumane and degrading treatment. Detection of situations of abuse and mistreatment.
· Actions to avoid discrimination by age, multiple discrimination. Discrimination against the LGTB population.
· Right to work for older persons. Revision of the compulsory retirement ages.

As members of the Mercosur bloc, and our partner Chile, we urge the United Nations General Assembly to continue supporting the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing. We are convinced that the progress made by this Working Group must continue toward the establishment of a Special Rapporteur in the framework of the United Nations Human Rights Council, and simultaneously toward the production of a draft international convention capable of guaranteeing the minimum basic rights of older persons.
Mr. President, I ask that you include these conclusions of the Mercosur countries and Chile in your summary of this meeting, because they reflect the actual problems we confront and the views of various member states represented here. Thank you. 
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