2
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE

OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CAJP/GT/DHPM-28/12




29 February 2012


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Original: Spanish


Working Group on Protection of the 


Human Rights of Older Persons

INPUT FROM THE DELEGATION OF BRAZIL FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSONS
(Presented at the meeting of the Working Group held on February 22, 2012)

Presentation of the delegation of Brazil at the meeting of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, February 22, 2012


In the opinion of Brazil, the following eight core elements should constitute the guiding principles of the prospective convention: 
- 
Respect for the inherent dignity and independence of older persons, including their freedom of choice and to preserve their independence as individuals; 

- 
nondiscrimination on the basis of age or any other individual attribute; 

- 
full and effective participation and inclusion in society; 

- 
equality of opportunities; 

- 
accessibility; 

- 
gender equality; 

- 
observance of and attention to the rights and special needs of older persons of all cultures, regardless of their ethnic or racial origins; and

- 
recognition of the existence of mutual ties and obligations among persons, irrespective of their age, based on their membership of the same political community.


The prospective binding legal instrument should include, inter alia, the following principles and rights:
- 
equality and nondiscrimination; 

- 
equal rights for men and women; 

- 
access to justice;

- 
liberty and security of the person; prevention of torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment; 

- 
prevention of exploitation, violence, abuse, and mistreatment; 

- 
protection of the well-being of older persons; 

- 
an independent life and inclusion in the community; 

- 
freedom of expression and opinion, as well as of access to information; 

- 
respect for privacy;

- 
respect for the home and family diversity;

- 
education, health, work, and employment; 

- 
guarantee of income, social security, and a pension; 

- 
priority attention; 

- 
adequate standard of living and social protection; 

- 
participation in public and political life;

- 
participation in cultural, recreational, leisure, and sports activities.


Brazil also considers it crucial that the text of the future convention make provision for protection and advancement of the rights of social groups that are particularly vulnerable to human rights violations relating to sexual orientation; gender; gender, ethnic/racial, and regional identity; xenophobia; disability (persons with disabilities); traditional communities; street dwellers; prison populations, and people living with HIV/AIDS.
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