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First of all, my delegation would like to thank the Chair for convening and organizing this meeting.  Special thanks to the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, for joining us this afternoon and for sharing his views on a subject that is of utmost importance for the entire Organization, as we have the opportunity to once again break new ground in preparing and proposing binding legal instruments in the area of human rights.

We especially appreciate the participation of the experts who have joined us this afternoon.  Their interesting remarks have set the stage for the dialogue we will have today in order to fulfill this working group's objective: to prepare a draft inter-American convention for the advancement and protection of the rights of older persons, which must be submitted to the Permanent Council before the end of the first quarter of 2012.

We would also like to thank the Chair of the group for having circulated the ECLAC document entitled “Guidelines for a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons,” for member states' information and analysis, so that it can serve as a starting point or “sacrificial document” for the preparation of our draft convention.

The delegation of El Salvador believes that the document provides a basis on which we can develop the draft inter-American convention, enriching it and adapting its structure and purposes to the regional context with the help of all the contributions and proposals from the member states.  This will help pave the way, to a large extent, for us to reach that objective.

We believe this is an important input, coming out of a process that brings together the contributions of many of this Organization's member states that participated in the meetings in Brazil, Argentina, and more recently in the III Follow-Up Meeting on the Brasilia Declaration, “For the Rights of Older Persons,” held in Santiago, Chile, in October 2009.  The process also had the support of international organizations specialized in this field, which gives it a value added to be considered.

In addition, as the ECLAC representative mentioned in her remarks, this document supports her analysis based on the national and subregional contexts.  In the case of the Central American region, El Salvador hosted the Subregional Meeting on “Guidelines for a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons,” held in June 2010, which included the participation of SICA Group national representatives who are experts in this field.


The purpose of that meeting, in fact, was to analyze the document “Guidelines for a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons,” in order to find common ground on the most relevant issues that from a subregional perspective we believe should be considered in a draft convention on this subject, and to identify points of agreement or disagreement, in accordance with each country's situation.


The result was the development of twenty recommendations that my delegation feels are important to take into account in the preparation of the first draft of the instrument that will be proposed to the Permanent Council.  These recommendations are as follows:
One - Continue efforts to support and follow up on the drafting of a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons with the help of all existing regional and international players (inter-American or global).

Two - Ensure that a crosscutting gender perspective is built into in any draft convention and eliminate any reference to older women as a specific group.

Three - Include an extensive section on definitions in order to clarify the scope of the obligations under that instrument.

Four - Make sure the text takes into account the heterogeneity and specific characteristics of older persons.

Five - Consider that the specific protection and assistance owed to older persons is part of a concern to promote and protect their human rights.  It should be reaffirmed that older persons have rights and are not passive objects of policies.

Six - Before setting a specific age, conduct studies, debates, and analyses of the subject, because not all countries legislate in the same way in this regard.

Seven - Incorporate the right of older persons deprived of liberty to have special programs and comprehensive care, including rehabilitation mechanisms to facilitate their reintegration into society.

Eight - Include access to the right to own property in the section on “right to housing and to a healthy environment.”
Nine - Include in the proposed convention the right of access to credit—without impairing the ability of persons to support themselves—and the right to free enterprise as part of their economic rights.

Ten - Include in the convention provisions to the effect that states must promote legislative measures and specialized mechanisms for guaranteeing older persons' right to identity.

Eleven - Promote inclusion and social cohesion through protection initiatives and skills-building.

Twelve - Include guidelines to guarantee the establishment of specialized training programs for professional staff and assistants who care for the elderly.

Thirteen - Include in the proposed convention, standards on the right of older persons to access to information, prevention, and treatment programs on STIs and HIV/AIDS.
Fourteen - Include guidelines on fostering education and other actions promoting life-long healthy lifestyles leading to enjoyment of a dignified and successful old age.

Fifteen - States should consider strengthening their integrated statistics systems and carry out studies and research on aging with a view to designing and implement public policies.
Sixteen - Include a provision in the text of the convention that the states parties shall promote policies for regional and international cultural exchanges.

Seventeen - Specifically reinforce a system ensuring that the state, the family, and society are responsible for looking after, promoting, and observing the rights of older persons.

Eighteen - Include a clause on support and cooperation mechanisms, like that contained in Article 32 of the Convention on Persons with Disabilities.

Nineteen - Include in the draft convention the responsibility of the state to guarantee an integral approach to strengthening families looked after by older persons.

Twenty - States should adopt legislative, administrative, and other measures related to operating rules and basic standards of care at facilities for the elderly (old persons' homes, dormitories, shelters, and assisted living and other facilities), as well as mechanisms for monitoring, evaluating, and strengthening them.


These recommendations, which came out of the meeting, are included in the document “El Salvador's Views Regarding the Rights of Older Persons,” which has already been circulated.


I would like to conclude by reiterating the support and commitment of this delegation—both as a country and as Vice Chair of this working group—to reach this group's objectives, so that the draft convention we have been asked to develop can be ready on schedule.  Thank you very much.
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