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The Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons hereby introduces the methodology for the prompt conclusion of the formal negotiation process on the draft inter-American convention on the human rights of older persons, pursuant to the mandate contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12), “Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons.”
Methodology:

· The basis of the negotiations is document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12 “Preliminary Draft Inter-American Convention on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons,” which will be enriched with the decisions adopted, taking into consideration the proposals and comments included in the last update of the Compendium of Proposals (CAJP/GT/DHPM-44/12).

· Before each meeting, member state delegations will be requested to submit, preferably two weeks in advance, the proposals to be included in the Compendium to be discussed at the meeting, with the aim of facilitating exchange of information among all delegations.
· The Chair will distribute the documents resulting from each meeting of negotiation to the members of the Working Group. Agreed-upon paragraphs will be included in the Draft Convention (document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12) and suggestions put forth by states, in the Compendium of Proposals (document CAJP/GT/DHPM-44/12),
/ if possible within five working days after each meeting.
· The Technical Secretariat, with the support of ECLAC and PAHO, will classify the articles to be negotiated by subject matter and level of complexity. This will facilitate division of labor and make it easier to schedule the time needed for discussion at each meeting. 
· According to the schedule attached to the Working Group’s work plan, the first meeting of negotiation will examine the first 10 articles of the Draft Convention and, possibly, others that are directly related to them in terms of subject matter. The remaining articles will be negotiated according to the same procedure on the dates stipulated in the calendar of meetings established in the Group's Work Plan. Each meeting will consider just one set of articles in detail.
· During the discussions, the relevant article in the base document for the negotiations will appear on screen in Spanish and English in order to facilitate the negotiations and assist in reaching consensus.
/
· In the course of the negotiations, consideration may be given to points of consensus reached by certain groups of delegations in other specialized forums, such as meetings of experts and/or delegates.

· The Technical Secretariat will coordinate the preparation of an institutional memory. For that, it will request the collaboration of experts in institutions known to have ample experience in the subject, including those that helped write the Draft Convention, along with other specialized organizations, as needed. This "institutional memory" will point to existing inter-American and universal regulatory instruments (conventions, declarations OAS General Assembly resolutions, and others) relating to each of the topics in the Draft Convention to be dealt with, so as to avoid duplication and facilitate debate. 
· Should some clearly defined article or topic in the Draft trigger excessively long discussion or debate, the Chair of the Working Group may propose the establishment of a sub-working group to deal specifically with that subject in depth during informal meetings and come up with a recommendation to the Working Group by a given date.
· Should disagreement persist, the Chair will offer an alternative draft for the Working Group’s consideration.
· If, after these efforts, consensus is still not reached, the pending word, sentence or paragraph will be left in square brackets.
· Prior to each meeting of negotiation, a maximum length of time will be established for interventions by delegations and for the discussion of each item on the order of business. Additional considerations that members of the group might like to put forward after their time has been used up may be submitted to the Chair in writing for distribution to the Group and incorporation in the negotiations.
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�.	It should be recalled that in the process of preparing the document entitled “Compendium of Proposals on the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons” (CAJP/GT/DHPM 44/12), contributions from some countries were channeled via the Chair and thus included in the text.


�.	The official version in English will be distributed after it has been reviewed against the Spanish section by the Organization’s Language Section.





