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The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons and has the pleasure of referring to the meeting of the Working Group to be held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from February 27 to March 1, 2013.


In that regard, it is pleased to enclose logistical information on the meeting in the hopes that it might be conveyed to the Working Group.

The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States avails itself of this occasion to convey to the Chair of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., February 8, 2013

Chair of the Working Group

on Protection of the Human Rights

of Older Persons

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP
ON PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
OF OLDER PERSONS
February 27 to March 1, 2013
San Salvador, El Salvador
INFORMATION BULLETIN
1. Venue and date of the Meeting
The meeting of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons will be held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from February 27 to March 1, 2013. All sessions will be held at the Hotel Sheraton Presidente on Avenida La Revolución, Col. San Benito, San Salvador, El Salvador. Telephone: (503) 2283- 4000.
The meeting will begin on the morning of February 27. The schedule and agenda will be confirmed in the respective notice and order of business that the Chair of the Working Group will distribute in advance of the meeting.
2. General Coordination 
Karla Serrano
Assistant, Department of Older Persons
Secretariat for Social Inclusion of the Office of the President of the
Republic of El Salvador
San Salvador, El Salvador
Tel: (503) 2244-2700
Fax: (503) 2264-3152
E-mail: kserrano@inclusionsocial.gob.sv
Darling Azucena Mejía
Specialist on Older Persons
and Persons with Disabilities
Bureau of Integral Social Development
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Telephone: (503) 2231-1356
Fax: (503) 2231-1348
E-mail: dazucena@rree.gob.sv
3. Hotel and registration
The Government of El Salvador will cover the cost of accommodation and meals for two delegates per participating member state (permanent mission representative and national expert) at the Hotel Sheraton Presidente on Avenida La Revolución, Colonia San Benito, San Salvador, El Salvador. Telephone: (503) 2283- 4000. The period covered will be from the afternoon of February 26 (when registration will open for delegates) until breakfast on Saturday, March 2. The working days will be February 27 and 28, and March 1.  Each participant will be responsible for any laundry, telephone or other service charges they incur.
To ensure reservations for accommodation and meals, delegates should confirm their attendance and flight arrival and departure dates by Friday, February 15, 2013, with  Karla Serrano and Azucena Mejía at kserrano@inclusionsocial.gob.sv and dazucena@rree.gob.sv (with a copy to José Gabriel Salazar at jgsalazar@oas.org). 
It is suggested that, if possible, all other participants stay at the Hotel Sheraton Presidente, where the event will be held.  The names of other hotels located near the meeting venue are provided below. Participants wishing to stay at any of these hotels must make their own bookings directly with their hotel of choice.  
	Recommended Hotels
	Web site

	Hotel Villa Florencia, Zona Rosa
Hotel Crowne Plaza

	www.hotelvillaflorencia.com
www.crowneplaza.com



4. Flights
Delegates and other participants should book their round-trip flights directly with the travel agency or airline of their choice as soon as possible. 
A number of airlines offer direct flights or flights with connections to San Salvador, including Avianca, Taca, Copa, American Airlines, Delta Airlines, and United Airlines, among others.
5. Requirements for entering and leaving the country 
Delegates are responsible for complying with the visa requirements established by the Government of El Salvador. Participants who require a visa are recommended to contact the nearest  Salvadoran diplomatic mission to apply for one.  
The Consulate General of El Salvador in Washington, D.C., will assist delegates from countries whose nationals require a visa at the following address:
2332 Winconsin Av. NW
Washington, D.C. 20007
Tel.:      (202) 337-4032
Fax.:    (202) 337-2038
Visa information is available at the following link:
http://www.rree.gob.sv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=443&Itemid=176
6.
Yellow fever vaccination 
As El Salvador has succeeded in eradicating yellow fever, the Ministry of Health ruled that as of April 7, 2008, anyone entering Salvadorian territory must have been vaccinated against yellow fever and is required to show the corresponding “international certificate of vaccination (ICV) against yellow fever.” 

This applies to: Anyone traveling to El Salvador from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru or Venezuela. The ICV must be an original (not a copy).
Vaccination must be performed at least 10 days prior to the date of travel. Anyone who fails to comply with this requirement will not be allowed to enter the country and risks being returned to their country of origin
Exceptions Children under 12 months of age, pregnant women, and persons for whom yellow fever vaccination is contraindicated because of their state of health, as certified by an authorized medical or health sector official.
7.
Transportation from the airport to the hotel
It is recommended that travelers make use of the taxi services provided at Comalapa International Airport. El Salvador's international airport is located 41.9 kilometers (26 miles) from San Salvador. A taxi from the airport to San Salvador costs between US$25.00 and US$30.00.
It is also recommended that participants contact their country's embassy in El Salvador for transportation purposes during their stay in San Salvador.
8. Working languages and documents
There will be simultaneous interpretation in Spanish and English during the working sessions. During the meeting, documents will be distributed in the same two languages.
Delegations are urged to bring hard copies of the meeting working documents, which will be indicated in the notice of convocation and order of business. In keeping with the print-when-requested policy aimed at cutting use of paper, documents will only be printed if strictly necessary.  
9. Communications
INTERNET facilities will be available for participants at the site of the Meeting. Participants will be responsible for paying their national and international telephone and fax bills. 
10. Medical care

It is recommended that delegates have medical insurance with international coverage for medical expenses.
11. Other items of interest
a. Opening hours
Stores are generally open all day from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. from Monday to Sunday. Department stores and shopping malls open every day of the week.
Banks are open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday in most cases; those located in shopping malls stay open until 5:00 p.m. Most banks open on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
b. Currency
The official currency in El Salvador is the U.S. dollar. All international credit cards are accepted.

c. Weather
San Salvador usually enjoys hot weather in February and March.   The normal temperature range is from 20ºC to 32ºC. We suggest that you consult the weather at www.weather.com before you travel. 
d. Electric current:
The power supply in El Salvador is 110 volts. Plugs have two flat parallel pins and a round grounding pin.
e. Area code:
The international dialing code to El Salvador is 503.
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