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N O T I C E

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions and, on instructions from the Chair of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, wishes to advise that, as agreed, the Working Group will hold its next meeting on Friday, April 19, 2013, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Guerrero Room.
The Chair would be grateful if the delegations would conduct the necessary consultations to proceed with consideration of the pending paragraphs of the Draft Convention, including those paragraphs that have been modified as a result of the need to adapt the terms “institutionalized older person” and “institutionalization,” in order to be consistent with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
/
The modified paragraphs are:

· Article 11: Alternative fifth paragraph
· Article 12: Alternative second paragraph and section (a)
· Article 14: Last paragraph 
· Article 17: Alternative sections (a) and (e)
· Article 25: Second paragraph 
· Article 34: Alternative title and proposals by the chair for the following paragraphs: first, second, and fourth; and sections (a) and (b)
The links to the documents for the meeting are listed below.

· Order of business, CAJP/GT/DHPM-84/13
· Articles considered at the meetings held on April 15 and 16, 2013, CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12 add. 12
· Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons, CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12
· Compendium of Proposals for the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons, CAJP/GT/DHPM-44/12 rev. 2
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�.	Despite being defined in Article 2 of the draft convention, the term “institutionalized person” has been a source of confusion among different organizations concerned with the rights of persons with disabilities. These organizations were of the opinion that the term used in the draft convention could be interpreted as an “acceptance” by the draft convention of the deprivation of liberty of an “institutionalized” older person. However, that was never the case, given that on January 28, 2013, the Working Group approved the following paragraph: “States Party shall adopt measures to ensure that, before being institutionalized, an older person is asked to give their prior and informed consent agreeing to their admission to said institution and the services to be provided by the latter.”





However, to avoid any possible misinterpretation of the terms set forth in the draft convention, it was preferred to borrow the language adopted in resolutions �HYPERLINK "http://www2.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2009/CD49-08-e.pdf"��CD49/8� “Plan of Action on the Health of Older Persons, Including Active and Healthy Aging” and �HYPERLINK "http://www1.paho.org/english/gov/csp/csp26.r20-e.pdf"��CSP26.R20� “health and aging” by the Pan American Sanitary Conference of PAHO. 





In resolution CD49/8, the PAHO Directing Council resolved to urge the member states to “advocate for the promotion and protection of the human rights and basic freedoms of older persons through the adoption of legal frameworks and implementation mechanisms, chiefly in the context of long-term care services. For its part, resolution CSP26.R20 urges member states to promote initiatives for the development of long-term care options and regulate the delivery of care in such settings.





According to PAHO, the long-term care services mentioned in these resolutions are those provided to older persons who reside temporarily or permanently in a facility, whether public or private, where they must receive comprehensive social and health care services, as mentioned in the proposed definition.





Furthermore, to underscore the effective exercise of the right of older persons to freely enter, stay in, and leave such services, Article 34 included language that reiterates the requirement that older persons give their prior and informed consent for all those situations (even though that requirement was already stipulated in the aforementioned Article 10).





