PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 

OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CAJP/GT/RDI/SA-13/08 rev. 1




22 September 2008


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Original: Spanish


Working Group to Prepare


a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism


and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

_________________________________________________________________________________

Summary of the meeting held on September 15, 2008

The order of business, distributed as document CAJP/GT/RDI-85/08, was adopted after modification of the first item on the election of the Vice Chair of the Working Group, which was postponed until its next meeting.  The revised order of business was distributed after the meeting as document CAJP/GT/RDI-85/08 rev. 1.

1. Presentation and consideration of the draft work plan, methodology, and calendar for 2008-2009
The Chair presented the draft work plan of the Working Group for the 2008-2009 term, contained in document CAJP/GT/RDI-83/08.  She indicated that the only innovation vis-à-vis earlier years was that the work plan document for the current term included a methodology to facilitate its consultation plan by the delegations.  With regard to the methodological content, she explained that it was proposed to take the same approach to the work to be done this term, since the methodology was still appropriate for use in fulfilling the mandates assigned to the Working Group.  She emphasized that the only difference in the methodology presented for the 2008-2009 term was a special meeting, to be held prior to the close of 2008, whose preparations would be the central item on the agendas for the next meetings of the Working Group.


The delegation of Venezuela expressed appreciation to the Chair and the Secretariat for the work plan presented for the 2008-2009 term, as well as its support for the document.  The delegation of Costa Rica also referred to the contributions made by member states to the draft Convention and requested that the Secretariat include in the work plan document their contributions to the draft Convention.  The delegation of Argentina also requested inclusion in document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 rev. 7 corr. 1, “Consolidated Document – Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” the contribution that it had made to the definition of racism, which was contained in document CP/CAJP-2357/06 rev. 7.

As there were no other comments, the work plan, methodology, and calendar were adopted as amended.  The revised document was distributed as document CAJP/GT/RDI-83/08 rev. 1.

2. Presentation by the delegation of Brazil on the Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean Preparatory to the Durban Review Conference, held on June 17, 18, and 19, 2008, in Brasilia

The delegation of Brazil presented the document on the Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean Preparatory to the Durban Review Conference, distributed as document CAJP/GT/RDI/INF. 7/08.  The Chair informed the Working Group that she had attended said event and had been invited to give a presentation in the plenary on the negotiation process for the draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

The delegation of Uruguay indicated that, in its view, it was constructive for the region to meet to analyze how commitments made were being implemented, and that the Preparatory Conference was a body where authorities of different countries had an opportunity to approach one another directly and, especially, were able to have contact with civil society organizations of the entire region.  It also indicated that it was satisfied with the document that had arisen from said conference, since it did not reflect a retreat in terms of levels of protection and since it reflected most of the proposals its country had made.

3. Presentation of the document “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance–Comments, Contributions, and Recommendations,” prepared by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights
The Chair presented, on behalf of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, the document “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance–Comments, Contributions, and Recommendations prepared by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights,” distributed after the meeting as document CAJP/GT/RDI/INF. 8/08.  The Chair referred to the document’s high value in lending continuity to Working Group efforts.  The Chair indicated that the purpose of the document was to serve as an instrument to support member state efforts in negotiations for a convention instrument that would decisively combat racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance.
Some delegations expressed their satisfaction and appreciation for the presentation and distribution of the document of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR).  Delegations also emphasized the importance and value of the IIHR’s contributions and the need to take them into account during the negotiations of the Working Group.


The Chair reported that the IIHR was willing to provide the technical assistance necessary for negotiations for the draft Convention so as to move forward and that it was at the disposal of the Working Group to provide the support needed.  The Chair also reported that, in her capacity as Chair of the Working Group, she would send a letter to the IIHR thanking it for the valuable support it had provided the Working Group.

4. Preliminary consideration of the draft agenda for the special meeting to be held prior to the close of 2008 in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08)

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” the Working Group is to hold a one-day meeting at OAS headquarters, prior to the close of 2008, to receive contributions and inputs from experts for the purpose of furthering and strengthening the negotiation process through the analysis of specific points previously identified in the Working Group in the text of said draft.


The Secretariat gave a brief explanation of the draft agenda, presented as document CAJP/GT/RDI-86/08, which was based on the latest version of the consolidated document.


Some delegations reported to the Working Group that the document had been forwarded to their capitals for the necessary consultations; accordingly, they were awaiting instructions.  The delegation of Canada requested that consideration be given to inclusion in the first part of the draft agenda consideration of the benefit and added value to the OAS of an Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  The Secretariat indicated that this was being considered with regard to the second part of the draft agenda, but that the relevant changes would be made in accordance with the request of the delegation of Canada.



Under the agenda item referring to Chapter III, “Acts and Manifestations of Racism, Discrimination, and Intolerance,” the delegation of Venezuela requested inclusion of the subject of contemporary new forms of racism.  The delegation also requested that the subject be approached descriptively, citing specific examples of acts and contemporary manifestations of racism and discrimination.


The delegation of Argentina requested that considerable time be allowed to consider the contribution that the Convention would make regarding new manifestations of racism, since the intent was that it not duplicate existing international instruments.


The delegation of Costa Rica also emphasized potential contributions to be made by the inter-American Convention.  It noted that the draft agenda presented at this meeting was very broad and expressed doubts as to whether it could be completed in a one-day meeting.  The delegate of Costa Rica also emphasized the need to take an approach that enabled priority items to be addressed.  Lastly, the delegate suggested that consideration be given to the possibility of participation by the Inter-American institute of Human Rights in the one-day meeting, since its academic inputs might contribute to discussions.


The Chair emphasized the need for significant efforts to be made to engage in highly focused discussion and resolve very specific points, with participation by experts, so as to be able to contribute to the debate examples of contemporary acts and manifestations of racism.

5. Other business
As there was no other business, the Chair declared the meeting closed.
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