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Summary of the meeting held on October 14, 2008

The Order of the Day, document CAJP/GT/ RDI-92/08, was approved without modifications. 

1. Continuation of consideration of the draft agenda for the special meeting to be held before the end of 2008, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08).

The Chair presented the draft agenda contained in document CAJP/GT/ RDI-86/08 rev.2, and pointed out the difficulty in formulating the agenda due to the numerous topics brought up for consideration for a one-day special meeting.  The Chair also pointed out that it would be very difficult to tackle the best practices subject, not only because of insufficient time, but, also, because the delegations of governmental experts had not submitted any concrete proposals to introduce best practices in their respective countries.  

The delegation of Mexico requested the inclusion of the terms “Relationship between ‘any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference’ with the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of human rights and fundamental liberties” in line II of the agenda; and on the subject of best practices the inclusion of the definition of administrative measures that could be imposed to eliminate racism, discrimination and intolerance, among them, equal access to quality education.  


The Chair emphasized that this special meeting was convened to serve as a pause to reevaluate the text of the draft Convention being negotiated, and, the Chair pointed out, that the subject of best practices could divert their attention from the main objective of the special meeting.  The Chair suggested that the subject of best practices, and other specific topics that had been proposed, could be discussed in other meetings of the Working Group during the current period. The delegation of Ecuador supported the Chair’s proposal. 

The delegation of Costa Rica pointed out that the subject of best practices must be analyzed more carefully, that the methodology to do so should be defined and that the manner in which the subject would be approached within the process of negotiation of the draft Convention should be outlined. The delegation of Costa Rica also expressed concern with the subject of migrants and the potential duplication of efforts in this area considering that there were other fora within the OAS that were already dealing with this subject. 


The delegation of Ecuador explained that the inclusion of the subject of migrants was proposed so that it could be determined if the text included the impact of migration when addressing racisms and discrimination. 

The delegation of Venezuela called attention to the specific mandate of the resolution which underscores the need for the special meeting to focus, specifically, on those subjects that still generate doubts and objections. The delegation of Venezuela also pointed out the importance of the communications media since it could be possible to find communications outlets that gave voice to acts of racism or intolerance. The delegation of Venezuela requested that when extending invitations to presenters, it should be made abundantly clear which specific topic was to be discussed in order to address directly the concerns identified by the Working Group and the topics identified as needing the input of experts so that progress could be made in the preparation of the text of the draft Convention.  It was agreed that the proposal made by Venezuela with regard to the role played by the communications media would be included in the discussion of the topic “Current forms of racism, discrimination and intolerance” (item III of the draft agenda).


The delegations discussed the relevancy of the subject of migrants’ and how it relates to the subject of refugees. Some delegations requested further clarification of the subject.  In this regard, the Secretariat indicated that the topic would be included in item II of the draft agenda, which refers to the scope of the convention (article 1.1), where reference is made to both the subject of refugees as well as the subject of migrants.  The delegation of Costa Rica pointed out that those subjects could be repetitious and proposed that they should be included within larger topics in order to focus on the topics within the scope of the Working Group and on the text of the draft Convention. The delegations agreed to include the subject of migrants when discussing “Definition and Scope of the Convention” (item II of the draft agenda). 


When some delegations requested clarification of the changes proposed during the meeting, the Secretariat indicated that similar topics and specific topics that had been proposed and that would be discussed during the special meeting, would be organized taking into account the different panels and the amount of time available for each subject. 

With regard to the subject proposed by the delegation of Bolivia “Xenophobic displays in sports and institutional answers to address the subject,” it was agreed that this subject was included in “Current forms of racism, discrimination and intolerance” (item III of the draft agenda).


The delegation of Canada pointed out that the draft agenda was too ambitious for the amount of time allocated to this special meeting. The Canadian delegates also pointed out that the purpose of the meeting was to allow the experts to review the text of the draft Convention so that the different subjects and concerns that had been brought up during the process of negotiation of the text could be addressed. The delegation of Canada also supported the idea of discussing the subject of best practices at another time during the process of negotiation of the draft Convention.  


Lastly, the Chair underscored the importance of the subject of best practices but it also pointed out the insufficient amount of time available to address it during the special meeting. The Chair again proposed that the subject be addressed during the negotiation period. The Chair indicated that a new draft agenda reflecting the changes made by the delegations and agreed upon during the meeting would be distributed.  

2. Consideration of the draft list of presenters for the special session to be held before the end of 2008, in accordance with Resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08).

The Chair submitted the draft list of presenters for the special meeting contained in document CAJP/GT/RDI-90/08, and invited the delegations to make their observations with regard to the document.  

First, the delegations pointed out that the list of presenters would depend on the agenda approved by the Working Group and would vary according to the topics approved for discussion. In addition, the delegates expressed concern with the number of presenters being contemplated and with the time limitations imposed in order for all the invited presenters to be able to participate in this special meeting.  On this point, the Chair indicated that one of the challenges and concerns it had was to be able to divide the time in order to include all the presenters necessary to address the number and complexity of the proposed subjects.   

The Chair indicated that it would move up the date of the next meeting of the Working Group in order to make the necessary decisions with regard to the special meeting since the time to extend the invitations was also short. The delegation of Costa Rica indicated that it would support the Chair when the time came to identify the presenters that could address the proposed subjects and to make the necessary changes on the list of presenters for the special meeting. . 

The delegation of Mexico emphasized that considering the subject proposed by them of equal access to quality education it would be necessary to invite and expert in education. The delegation pointed out that this document would change when the agenda was finalized in order address each of the subjects approved by the relevant experts.  

The Chair pointed out the importance of extending invitations to some of the presenters who were essential in addressing the subject that must be discussed during the special meeting because they were very high level presenters, and that the invitations should be made as soon as possible in order to ensure their participation. The chair also requested that the delegations identify presenters who could address the specific subjects they had proposed.  

It was agreed that the representative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights should be the Special Rapporteur for the Rights of Afro-descendants and Against Racial Discrimination. In order to address the topics already discussed and included in the draft agenda the addition of a representative from the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and a representative from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was also proposed.  


When mentioning the relevance of inviting the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-descendants and Against Racial Discrimination of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, it was suggested that, in other meetings, the Working Group should consider the possibility of inviting other rapporteurs of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to address specific subjects.  


Finally, there was a brief discussion of the possibility of extending the special meeting to a day and a half and of changing the date of the meeting if there was not enough time to organize it.  The Chair also indicated that the documents reflecting the changes would be distributed as soon as possible and that the date of the next meeting of the Working Group would be moved up in order to proceed with the organization of the special meeting.  
3. Consideration of the draft schedule for the special meeting to be held before the end of 2008, in accordance with Resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08)

Considering the subjects covered and the progress made in the discussion of the previous two points, there was no consideration of the draft schedule (document CAJP/GT/ RDI-91/08) for the special meeting because any changes would depend on the changes proposed in the preceding two points. 

4. Other matters
With no other matters to discuss, the Chair adjourned the meeting. 
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