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Summary of the meeting held on October 20, 2008

The order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-94/08, was adopted as presented.
1. Continued consideration of the draft agenda for the special meeting to be held by the end of 2008, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08) 

The Chair of the Working Group submitted the draft agenda for the special meeting of the Working Group, document CAJP/GT/RDI-86/08 rev. 3, for consideration by the delegations.  On that subject, the Permanent Representative of Brazil underscored the importance his Government attached to the issue of racism, discrimination, and intolerance, as manifested in its sponsoring of political and legislative initiatives in Brazil. The Permanent Representative mentioned that that priority also applied to the international sphere, which was why the delegation of Brazil had acted decisively from the start to ensure that the Hemisphere has a modern instrument, tailored to today’s world, to address racism, discrimination, and intolerance.  The Permanent Representative also reminded the delegations present at the meeting that the mandate assigned to the Working Group for the Special Meeting was to assess the value of the text being negotiated. The Permanent Representative reminded delegations of the proposal put forward by the delegation of Canada during one of the first meetings of the Working Group in this period to address ways of raising the standards of current rules and regulations in this area. The delegation of Brazil proposed that the parameter suggested by the delegation of Canada be taken as a starting point and an analysis carried out to ascertain in what way this draft Convention raised existing standards and protection mechanisms.  The Permanent Representative of Brazil called upon the delegations to exercise understanding and pragmatism so that in the Special Meeting they would be able to focus on issues that would, in a deeper and broader way, provide this group with the wherewithal for a resumption of the negotiation process.  Finally, the Representative of Brazil supported the proposal by the Chair to invite specialists, during the period of negotiations, so as to be able to continue addressing some other issues identified by the delegations and related with the draft Convention. 

In response to the remarks of the Permanent Representative of Brazil, the delegations expressed their appreciation and their agreement that the specific topics be addressed, leaving discussion of collateral issues for a later date. Thus, the delegate of Bolivia asked to withdraw from the order of business of the Special Meeting his delegation’s request to include a discussion of “Manifestations of xenophobia in sport and institutional responses to address the subject,” on the understanding that that issue would be discussed in the course of the period during the negotiations of the draft Convention, as proposed by the Chair. 

The delegate of Ecuador pointed out that the inclusion of the topic proposed by her delegation was in strict compliance with instructions from her Ministry of Foreign Affairs, due to the existence of a series of manifestations of discrimination against migrants. However, the delegate said that she would convey the concerns expressed at the meeting to her authorities and would inform the Chair of the outcome of her consultations on this matter and the possibility of discussing this matter during the Working Group’s meetings of negotiation.

The delegation of Venezuela pointed out that its delegation had found that the role of the media was important when it comes to the subject of racism, discrimination, and intolerance, and asked for the topic to be kept on the order of business of the Special Meeting. The delegate of Venezuela added that, notwithstanding her request to keep the topic proposed by her delegation on the order of business, she would convey to her authorities the concerns voiced during the meeting. 

Accordingly, the Chair suggested that this draft order of business be approved, with the amendments made by those present and ad referendum of the consultations to be carried out by the delegations of Ecuador and Venezuela regarding the inclusion of their topics in the Special Meeting.  The Chair also announced that the schedule for the Special Meeting would be drawn up based on acceptances by the speakers invited to take part in that Meeting.

Finally, the delegation of Mexico suggested analyzing the contribution of each of the topics proposed and possibly ruling out some of them based on that analysis.  The Chair pointed out that it was important to ascertain not just the value of the text but also the main shortcomings of the draft being negotiated.

There being no further comments, the order of business was approved with the change made during the meeting and ad referendum of the consultations of the above-mentioned delegations.
2. Consideration of the draft list of speakers for the special meeting to be held by the end of 2008, according to resolution AG/RES. 2367 (XXXVIII-O/08) 

The Chair presented the draft list of speakers for the Special Meeting, document CAJP/GT/ RDI-90/08 rev. 1.  The Chair said it was possible that some of the guests on the list may not attend the Special Meeting.  That being so, the Chair reserved the right for changes to be made, as needed, in the run up to the meeting.

There being no comments, the list of speakers was approved by the Working Group. 

3. Other business
There being no other business to discuss, the Chair declared the meeting closed.
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