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The order of business, document CAJP/GT/ RDI-98/08, was adopted without any amendment.

1. Progress Report by the Chair of the Working Group on preparations for the special meeting of the Working Group, to be held November 20, 2008
The Chair gave the Secretariat the floor to give an update on invitations issued for the special meeting, in accordance with document CAJP/GT/ RDI-90/08 rev.2, which was adopted by the Working Group at its meeting on October 20.

Accordingly, the Secretariat reported that the following individuals were invited to the Working Group’s special meeting as presenters:

· Dr. Flávia Piovesan, Human rights and constitutional law expert from Brazil

· Ambassador José Augusto Lindgren Alves, Brazilian expert on the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
· Dr. Claudio Nash Rojas, Academic Coordinator of the Human Rights Center, University of Chile Faculty of Law 

· Mr. Githu Muigai, United Nations Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 
· Ms. Gay McDougall, United Nations Special Rapporteur on Minorities
· Dr. Paolo Carozza, Chairman, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Sir Clare Roberts, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and Racial Discrimination 
· Dr. Catalina Botero, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression 
· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
· Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
· Dr. Jaime Aparicio, Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

· Dr. Roberto Cuéllar, Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH)

· Dr. Javier Vázquez, Health and human rights specialist, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Dr. Juan Carlos Murillo, Regional Legal Advisor, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

· Diego Beltrand, Regional Advisor for Latin America and the Caribbean, International Organization for Migration (IOM)

· Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
· Dr. Carlos Quesada, Director of the Latin America Program, Global Rights Partners for Justice 

· Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· Dr. Ariel Dulitzky, Guest Lecturer in Law and Latin American Studies and Deputy Director of the Bernard and Audre Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice
· Diego Rodriguez Pinzon and Claudia Martin, Washington School of Law, American University

Finally, the Secretariat said that informal contact had been made with Dr. Yusuf Abdulqawi, Director of the United National Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs, inviting him to participate. To date, no reply has been received from UNESCO. 


The Secretariat advised that the following invitees had confirmed their participation:

· Ambassador José Augusto Lindgren Alves, Brazilian expert  on the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
· Dr. Jaime Aparicio, Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

· Dr. Javier Vázquez, Health and Human Rights Specialist, Pan American Health Organization 
· Ms. Flor de María Valdez, Inter-American Commission of Women 
· Dr. Carlos Quesada, Director of the Latin America Program, Global Rights Partners for Justice 

· Claudia Martin, Washington School of Law, American University

The Chair further reported that the following organizations had expressed interest but that confirmation had yet to be received as to their respective representatives to the special meeting: 
· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
· Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH)

· Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· International Organization for Migration (IOM)

The delegation of Argentina stated that it was working to have one government expert on the subject participate, and that it would let the Chair know as soon as participation is confirmed.

The Secretariat for External Relations’ Department of International Affairs also updated the Working Group on invitations sent to civil society organizations—those registered with the Organization as well as those that are not. It was reported that to date three e-mails had been sent with an invitation and information on the special meeting under reference. The Department of International Affairs also noted that invitations had been extended to the following universities: The City University of New York (CUNY), Columbia Law, Wellesley College, University of Texas, University of Massachusetts Boston, Tufts University, and University of Hartford. Finally, it was also noted that B'nai Brith was the only civil society organization to date to confirm that it was attending.
The Chair submitted for consideration the draft schedule for the special meeting, distributed as document CAJP/GT/ RDI-91/08 rev.1. Some delegations expressed concern that some invitees had failed to confirm, and that more time should be needed for the dialogue of delegations as well as for the civil society dialogue. The Chair explained that some of the participants could not be easily confirmed for the special meeting because of schedules and time as well as financial constraints. The Chair also reported that the necessary arrangements would be made to have the proceedings of the meeting webcast on the OAS website.  The Chair also said the rapporteur’s report would be prepared by the OAS Department of International Law.

2. Other business
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed.
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