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Alternate Representative of Colombia Sandra Lucia Mikan Venegas chaired the meeting of the Working Group, called to consider the matters on the order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-123/09, which was approved without any objection.

After the meeting was called to order, the Working Group reaffirmed the election of the Alternate Representative of Bolivia, William Torres Armas, to serve as its Vice Chair.
1. Continuation of negotiations on the draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
The Chair noted that it was now time to continue negotiations on the draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, taking into consideration the progress reflected in the document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 rev. 11, “Consolidated Document: Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” and the proposals included in the “Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” (CAJP/GT/RDI-112/09 rev. 1).

Before moving on, she reiterated aspects of the working methodology, agreed on at the previous meeting when the Working Group’s work plan was approved:
· Start this period of discussions with Chapter I and move to consensus and closure.
· Only if discussion on the previous chapter has been fully exhausted will the next chapter be taken up.
· After reading an article that is up for consideration, the Chair of the Working Group will invite the member state delegations to comment on said article.

· Only those items on which consensus is reached will be added to the text from the preliminary draft convention. Until that happens, the proposals from the delegations will be recorded in the document entitled “Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” (CAJP/GT/RDI-112/09 rev. 1).
The delegation of Canada requested to place on the record its position on this issue, which is reflected in the document that was subsequently distributed as CAJP/GT/RDI/INF.13/09.


The other delegations made preliminary comments on the negotiation process.  Finally, a decision was taken to schedule an informal meeting of the Working Group to seek to bring positions closer together on the outstanding issues.

2. Other business
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned, with appreciation expressed to everyone for attending.
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