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Alternate Representative of Colombia Sandra Lucía Mikan Venegas chaired the Working Group meeting, which was called to consider the issues on the order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-123/09.  This was approved without objections.

Present were the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1.
Report to the Working Group, on the issue of Afro descendants in the Americas within the framework of the “Project for the incorporation of the issue of Indigenous peoples and Afro descendants in OAS policies and programs”
Dr. Diego Moreno, representative of the Department of International Law presented a brief report on this activity, details of which may be accessed on the website:

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/discriminacion.htm.

The Working Group expressed appreciation and took note of the report presented.

2. Continuation of negotiations on the draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 rev. 11)

The Chair spoke about certain aspects of the negotiation process. Her presentation was circulated as document CAJP/GT/RDI/INF-16/10.

She recalled that the Group had taken a break in the hope that the delegations that were still awaiting instructions would receive same from their respective foreign ministries.

The delegation of Brazil announced that after internal consultations, its instructions were to continue the process of negotiating the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

As well, the Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, Francisco Cruz, made a presentation, which was issued as document CAJP/GT/RDI/INF-17/10.


The Chair stressed that the fact that there is a mandate from the General Assembly involves the need to try to reach a certain minimum level of consensus.


The delegations reaffirmed their positions with respect to the process:


The delegation of Canada noted that the Permanent Council could discuss how it wished to orient this draft and that this would be one way to move the issue forward. It also reaffirmed its proposal to seek a non-binding instrument, different from a convention.


The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Guatemala, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Mexico, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, and Uruguay emphasized that the mandate of the Working Group was to produce a draft convention and not a political statement.  They also reaffirmed the General Assembly’s mandate and the commitment to continuing the negotiation of a draft Convention.


The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay, Chile, and Nicaragua reiterated their commitment to pursuing a comprehensive convention.


After some discussion, it was decided that the following paragraph would be approved for the first part of Article 1.1, ad referendum of the delegation of Canada:
CHAPTER I

Definitions 

Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention: 

1.
Discrimination is any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference, in any public or private arena, that has the objective or effect of annulling or limiting the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of one or more human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in the international instruments applicable to the States party.
/
A draft text for the second paragraph of Article 1.1 was then distributed by the delegation of Brazil. 

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda reiterated a proposal it had made at previous meetings, in terms of finding an alternative avenue through negotiation of an instrument containing only the racism element, which, by its very nature, would garner a larger number of accessions, and could also have a series of additional protocols in the future.
A number of delegations expressed interest in this proposal, and a request was made for it to be presented in writing.
Supported by Uruguay, the delegation of Bolivia cited the Convention of Belém do Pará as a frame of reference that could be used in the future.
After the delegations commented, it was decided that representatives of the Department of International Law and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights would be asked to submit a draft paragraph based on the proposal by the delegation of Brazil and comments received, for discussion at the next meeting, on February 23.
3. Other business
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP23886E03�








�.	Paragraph agreed upon ad referendum of the delegation of Canada.





PAGE  

