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Summary of the meeting held on March 29, 2012

The Working Group met under the chairmanship of the Alternative Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, Joy-Dee Davis, to consider the matters on the order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-197/11 rev. 1.

The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, the Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru.
1. Presentation of the draft resolution “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” (CAJP/GT/RDI-196/12) 


The Chair presented the draft resolution “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” contained in document CAJP/GT/RDI-196/12. 


The delegations thanked the Chair for presenting this draft resolution and made the following initial comments:

· The delegation of Argentina suggested changing the title of the draft resolution to reflect the reality that the Group is now negotiating a “convention” and an “instrument.”

· The delegation of Panama requested that the reference to the possible special meeting in operative paragraph 2 not be deleted.

2. Consideration of the following documents:
· Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-179/12 rev. 5)

· Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-190/12 rev. 3)

The Working Group discussed Article 3 of Chapter II—proposals included in the document “Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance” (CAJP/GT/RDI-190/12 rev. 4). 

· Draft of a Legally Binding “Instrument” against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-180/11 rev. 4)

· Table Incorporating the Proposals of Member States on the “Draft of a Legally Binding ‘Instrument’ against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” (CAJP/GT/RDI-188/12 rev. 2)

The delegations discussed Article 3 of Chapter II and Articles 4 and 5 of Chapters III and IV of the “Draft of a Legally Binding ‘Instrument’ against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” whose proposals were included in the document “Table Incorporating the Proposals of Member States on the ‘Draft of a Legally Binding “Instrument” against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance’ ” (CAJP/GT/RDI-188/12 rev. 3.).

In addition, the delegations of Costa Rica and Mexico requested that the Chair circulate a table comparing Articles 4 and 5 of Chapter III for consideration of their possible consolidation.

3. Other business

Sophia Castillero, Alternative Representative of Panama, in her capacity as Vice Chair of the Working Group, announced that she would be calling an informal meeting for Monday, April 2, to consider proposals on the pending paragraphs.

There being no further business, the meeting was called to a close.
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