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Working Group to Prepare Draft Legally

Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism

and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms 

of Discrimination and Intolerance
Summary of the meeting of April 10, 2013
The Working Group met under the chairmanship of the Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, Joy-Dee Davis, to consider the matters on the order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-228/12.
The following delegations took part in the meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Consideration of the following documents:
· Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-179/11 rev. 17)
· Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-190/12 rev. 15)
· Draft Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-180/11 rev. 15)
· Table Incorporating Proposals from Member States on the Draft Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-188/12 rev. 12)
The following additional articles were approved:
· In the Draft Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance – Article 15i (ad referendum of Brazil and Venezuela).
· In the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance – Article 15i (ad referendum of Brazil and Venezuela).

The delegation of Bolivia withdrew its ad referendum to Article 15iv of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic requested that the following statement be placed on record in the minutes of this meeting:
"First, we wish to announce that our delegation joins the consensus regarding the name or title of the legally binding instruments (draft resolutions), and, at the same time, we congratulate the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda and its alternate representative and Chair of the Working Group, Joy-Dee Davis Lake, on both the proposal originally put forward by that delegation in 2010 (which overcame obstacles and opened up new scenarios in the negotiation process) for a Convention focusing on racism and racial discrimination and several optional protocols referring to discrimination and intolerance (which we always backed), and on their leadership and dynamism in the final part of the negotiations.  Our concern is always to forge points of consensus.
Nevertheless, we wish to place on record that the purpose of our proposals regarding the name or title was not to detract from the legal status, enforceability, or hierarchical ranking of the draft legally binding instrument on discrimination and intolerance, but rather to follow the  standard of other international conventions and treaties that have used different kinds of protocols to cover important and contemporary aspects of a particular issue, without the need to create a new international legal instrument.
Finally, we trust that this precedent of a multilateral and internationally valid exercise, agreement, and, above all, expression of political will, is echoed in other exercises and agreements still pending, and still being negotiated, in our Organization. In other words, let us attach the same legal value and ranking to each binding exercise.
From a historical stand point, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples poses a challenge and a represents an historic duty, because, according to studies by ECLAC and the United Nations, the indigenous and Afro-descendant population in our Hemisphere numbers some 150 million citizens. It is a challenge that is not just pending, but urgent."
2. Consideration of the following draft resolutions: 
· Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-225/13 rev. 1)
· Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CAJP/GT/RDI-226/13 rev. 1)

The delegation of the United States announced that it would be including a footnote in both draft resolutions.

The draft resolutions were agreed upon, ad referendum of the delegation of Brazil.
3. Consideration of the Report of the Chair of the Working Group “Activities of the Working Group for the Period 2012-2013” (CAJP/GT/RDI-229/13)

The Chair of the Working Group, Joy-Dee Davis Lake, presented the report “Activities of the Working Group for the Period 2012-2013” (CAJP/GT/RDI-229/13).

The delegations of Venezuela, Argentina, Barbados, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Uruguay, Panama, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, and Costa Rica referred to the report and thanked the Chair for her dedication and hard work.

The Chair announced that the report would be submitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on May 2, 2013.
4. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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