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Washington, D.C., October 26, 2010

Dear Mr. Gonzalez:


I am pleased to write you, in your capacity as Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, with reference to the consultations on procedure, which are being undertaken by that Group.


In that regard, I am hereby informing you that the delegation of Mexico would prefer a Convention that addresses the issue of discrimination in broad terms.  Mindful, however, of the difficulties that have arisen in trying to reach consensus in the negotiation process, Mexico believes the Antigua and Barbuda proposal, which entails preparing a convention focused on the issue of eliminating racial discrimination and one or several optional protocols covering discrimination in a broad sense, could be a compromise out of the impasse.


The foregoing notwithstanding, Mexico believes that two instruments should be negotiated–one focused on racial discrimination and another to address discrimination in a broad sense.  Finally, should the Antigua and Barbuda proposal prevail, Mexico needs procedural guarantees that both instruments will be negotiated simultaneously and submitted for approval at the same time.


Sincerely,


Gustavo Albin


Ambassador


Permanent Representative

Mr. Danilo González

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft 

  Inter-American Convention against Racism and All

  Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
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