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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Uruguay to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and has the honor to forward the comments of the Uruguayan Government on the Consolidated Text of the aforementioned draft Convention as a contribution to Working Group’s efforts, as follows:
Title of the Draft Convention
· Uruguay supports Mexico’s proposal, since the intention of the Convention is to provide protection against any from of discrimination.  That notwithstanding, Uruguay will help find a consensus formula.
Chapter 1 – Definitions and scope of application

· Art. 1.1 - Uruguay will continue to support a broad definition that attempts to encompass all existing categories of discrimination and that maintains the phrase “or any other social condition” as a way of keeping the formula open to new categories that may arise in the future.
· As for “infectious-contagious condition”, Uruguay considers it appropriate to mention it explicitly, as it is a category which is indeed subject to severe discrimination.
· Art. 1.3 – It is considered essential to keep the word “aggravated”.
· Art. 1.4 – Uruguay supports including a paragraph on racism in the operative section of the Convention.  It also supports Brazil’s suggestion of merging it with the existing paragraph.
· Article 1.6 – It is important for the text to clearly reflect the definition of intolerance of any origin whatsoever.
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Chapter II – Protected rights
· Art. 2 – It is understood that the way it is finally drafted will coincide with the title of the Convention.
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Uruguay would be grateful if these comments could be distributed to all the delegations and avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., April 11, 2008
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