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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE A DRAFT 

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST RACISM AND ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE

OAS headquarters – Washington, D.C.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

November 20, 2008

DRAFT SCHEDULE

9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
OPENING SESSION

· Remarks by Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General

· Remarks by Counselor María Cristina Pereira da Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil to the OAS, and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
FIRST PLENARY SESSION

· Adoption of the Schedule
Current laws and regulations on racism, discrimination, and intolerance at the universal and regional level.  The challenges of a future convention on the subject for the Americas

· Dr. Diego Moreno, Legal Officer, OAS Department of International Law

· Ambassador Jaime Aparicio, Inter-American Juridical Committee

· Dr. María José Lubertino, President of the Argentine National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism (INADI)
· Dr. Carlos Quesada, Director of the Latin America Program, Global Rights Partners for Justice 

Definition and scope of application of the Convention

· Relationship between “any distinction, exclusion, restriction, or preference” and the recognition, enjoyment, or exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms

· Dr. Carlos Urquilla Bonilla, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR)
· Dr. Javier Vázquez, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

· Michel Gabaudan, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR)

Contemporary forms of racism, discrimination and intolerance: the hemispheric situation
· Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Dialogue among delegations

1: 00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
LUNCH

2:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
SECOND PLENARY SESSION

Continuation: Contemporary forms of racism, discrimination, and intolerance:  the hemispheric situation

· The role of the media in combating racism, discrimination, and intolerance
· Ambassador Roy Chaderton Matos, Permanent Representative of Venezuela to the OAS

· The role of public policies in eliminating racism, discrimination, and intolerance, among them, those promoting equal access to education
· Dr. Carlos Quesada, Director of the Latin America Program, Global Rights Partners for Justice 

Mechanisms for protection and follow-up:  their efficacy and vulnerability.  Procedural aspects

· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights

· Dr. Diego Moreno, Legal Officer, OAS Department of International Law 

· Ambassador José Augusto Lindgren Alves, Expert of Brazil on the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

· Dr. Claudia Martín, Washington School of Law, American University

· Michael Camilleri of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· Ms. Flor de María Valdez, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

4:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.
Comments by representatives of civil society organizations

5:15 p.m – 5:50 p.m.
Dialogue among delegations

5:50 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION

· Preliminary conclusions of the Rapporteur of the meeting

· Remarks by the Chair of the Working Group, Counselor María Cristina Pereira da Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil to the OAS
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