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Thank you, Madam Chair.
First of all, the delegation of Brazil is grateful for the presentations this afternoon, which, I think, have given everyone here a more precise idea why the working group meeting today was set up. We would be grateful if we could receive the information and comments presented, in order to serve as inputs for this working group's next steps.
Second, Madam Chair, Brazil would like to offer a brief historical summary of the attention this issue has received at the international level. 
Both the 1982 Vienna Plan of Action on Ageing and the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing are important diagnostic studies on the situation of the elderly. Those documents contain recommendations and demands for advancing the cause. However, neither of them are binding. In January this year, the United Nations Human Rights Council Advisory Committee published a report titled “The necessity of a human rights approach and effective United Nations mechanism for the human rights of the older person.” The study highlights the importance of and need for an international convention that specifically addresses the rights of the older person, as well as the inclusion on the international human rights agenda of the issue of older persons.
Brazil, the Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR), and Latin America have played a leading role in discussions on the rights of older persons, particularly in the context of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Organization of American States (OAS). The Regional Intergovernmental Conferences on Ageing have already demonstrated the region's commitment to move forward with the issue. The first conference, held in 2003, defined strategies for the implementation in the region of the Madrid Plan of Action. The second conference, in 2007, was especially significant as it adopted the Brasilia Declaration. In that declaration, the countries that took part affirmed their commitment to implement the Madrid Plan of Action and, at articles 25 and 26, respectively, underscored the importance of appointing a special rapporteur (responsible for the promotion and protection of the human rights of older persons) and of making consultations with their governments with a view to drafting a convention on the rights of older persons.
In the context of MERCOSUR, in 2009, the Meeting of Competent High Authorities on Human Rights and Foreign Ministries of MERCOSUR and Associated States (RAADH) established a working group on older persons, which consolidated the issue's presence on the bloc's human rights agenda. The joint communiqué of the presidents of the MERCOSUR associated states issued on the occasion of the XXXVII Meeting of the MERCOSUR Council (July 2009) reiterated the commitment of the bloc to promote, in the general framework of the United Nations, attention to the issue of the rights of older persons with a view to advancing toward the adoption of an international convention on the issue. In this context, the communiqué expresses a commitment to strengthen inter-American dialogue on the subject.
It is important to note that there are no binding international legal instruments in place on the human rights of the older person at either the inter-American or the international level. At present, working groups at the OAS and the UN are engaged in discussions on the need and advisability of introducing an international convention on the human rights of older persons. It is worth pointing out that at the United Nations there is no consensus in favor of a future convention, which hampers progress in that setting.
In the opinion of the Brazilian government, a binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses older persons would represent an important tool for ensuring and promoting the rights of that population.  Such an instrument would serve a number of relevant and necessary functions, notably by:
· establishing a basic set of human, civil, political, social, and economic rights, as well as proscribing and combating violence and discrimination against older persons;
· creating mechanisms for protecting those rights, for combating violence and discrimination against older persons, and for providing reparation to victims of rights violations or discrimination;
· clearly establishing the obligations of member states as regards ensuring and promoting the rights recognized in the convention;
· compensating for shortcomings and gaps in existing international documents on aging;
· providing states parties to the convention with a benchmark for drafting and improving domestic laws in this area;
· increasing, at the domestic and international level, visibility and recognition of the need to protect and promote the rights of older persons;
· offering states parties to the convention a platform for exchanging best public policy practices;
· allowing, through encouragement of dialogue between states, civil society, NGOs, the private sector, and older persons, the monitoring of the convention's implementation and identification of discriminatory practices or violations of rights recognized in the convention.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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