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The Permanent Mission of Peru presents its compliments to the honorable Chair of the Working Group on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and refers to the request that member states submit a document setting forth their views on the specific rights of older persons and the corresponding duties of states, which are to serve an inputs in evaluating the diagnostic report that will be presented to the Permanent Council.


The Permanent Mission is pleased to transmit herewith the comments issued by the Ministry of Women and Social Development (MIMDES) on the subject.


The Permanent Mission of Peru avails itself of this opportunity to express to the honorable Chair of the Working Group on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons of the CAJP the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 16, 2011

Honorable Chair 

Working Group on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

Washington, D.C. 

views on the specific rights of older persons and the corresponding DUTIES of states, which are to serve aS inputs in evaluating the diagnostic report that will be presented to the Permanent Council

The Directorate of Older Adults recognizes that a convention on the human rights of older adults is necessary because it would make it possible to take the older person into account as a bearer of rights, would bring greater visibility to the problems of this population in exercising its human rights, would promote a rights-based approach to policies on aging, and would strengthen the protection and promotion of those rights.

The Directorate therefore places priority on the protection of the following specific rights:

· Right to equality and freedom from discrimination for reasons of age

· Right to live and die in dignity

· Right to age with economic and social security

· Right to decent treatment

· Freedom from mistreatment

· Right to autonomy

· Rights of older women

· Comprehensive health rights (physical and mental)

· Right to work

· Right to Social Security (decent pensions, whether contributory or noncontributory)

· Right to respect for cultural differences

· Right to participate in the social and cultural life of the community

· Right to political participation in one’s community and country

It also recognizes that the state has the duty to design and apply regulatory legal measures based on a human rights perspective, and in that connection emphasizes the following principles that the state should take into account in its national, regional, and local policy:

1.
Policy on older adults is integral to the country’s sustainable human development, the main objective of which is to raise the quality of life of all persons.

2.
Aging is a lifelong process influenced by a range of factors that require consideration of a multidisciplinary, comprehensive, dynamic approach that makes aging a factor of development for older adults themselves and for society as a whole.

3.
Allocation of the necessary resources to implement policies and measures on aging and the elderly should be considered an investment, so it is important to coordinate economic and social factors to enhance their contribution and make them more efficient, appropriately combining technical and policy criteria in decision-making.

4.
The state should guarantee that older adults living in poverty or extreme poverty, or those most vulnerable, receive priority access to benefits, so as to lessen social and territorial inequality and bring about equality.

5.
In the development of policy on aging and the elderly, account should be taken of the shared responsibility of the state, the family, and the elder population.

6.
The state should call for the broadest participation by older adults and other social actors, mainly nongovernmental organizations and universities, and their commitment to the design and execution of specific programs and projects.

7.
Older adults should be encouraged to remain intellectually, emotionally, physically, and socially active, so their access to health, social security, recreational, and cultural services is essential.

8.
It is a political and social responsibility, now and in the future, to promote intergenerational solidarity, not only among the general population toward older persons, but also among older persons toward the younger generations, promoting the transfer of knowledge, skills, and experience, and recognizing the contributions of older persons from the spiritual, socioeconomic, and cultural points of view.

9.
Older adults should live with dignity and security, receiving decent treatment, regardless of age, sex, race, ethnic origin, or other factors, and should be valued regardless of their economic contributions.  In particular, the state, taking an intercultural approach to the needs of older adults of the country’s different ethnic groups, recognizes and supports their identities, their cultures, and their interests.

10.
The state should ensure the full exercise of the essential rights of older adults.

11.
The state, the family, and the elder adult population itself are jointly responsible for carrying out policies for preventing mistreatment.

12.
A culture of peace and proper treatment in connection with the rights of older adults should be promoted, making them active participants in society.

13.
The promotion and interests of older adults should prevail in situations of conflict, emergencies, or natural disasters.

14.
Social and generational equality should be promoted in the treatment of older adults, with respect for their human dignity and the exercise of their fundamental rights.

15.
The state should provide and ensure gender equality among older adults, promoting equal opportunity for men and women, without discrimination.

16.
Values of tolerance and respect toward older adults should be fostered within the family.
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