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I. Introduction

Through resolutions AG/RES. 2455 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) urged the Permanent Council to convene a "special meeting on human rights and older persons, with the participation of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations, for the purpose of sharing information and best practices and examining the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons." That meeting was held on October 28, 2010, with the participation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), civil society representatives and specialists of the OAS General Secretariat.

Furthermore, in the Summits of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas pledged to continue “working to incorporate issues of aging into public policy agendas” and to promote them in the regional framework, taking into account the efforts under way in the inter-American framework to prepare a legally binding instrument to protect the rights of older persons and international discussions on the subject.

Subsequently, through resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11), the General Assembly requested that the Permanent Council establish "a working group composed of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations and specialized agencies," which, after preparing a report analyzing "the situation of older persons in the Hemisphere and the effectiveness of binding universal and regional human rights instruments with regard to protection of the rights of older persons," would prepare a draft inter-American convention for the protection and promotion of the rights of older persons," to be presented to the Permanent Council before the end of first half 2012.

Recently, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12), asked the Permanent Council to extend the mandate of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons to enable it to conduct, with technical support from the Department of Social Development and Employment, the process of formal negotiation of the draft inter-American convention on the human rights of older persons and seek to present it to the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) for adoption at its forty-third regular session.

In 2012, specialists and delegates of the member states held meetings to discuss the subject, which served to consolidate points of consensus and to debate aspects that will be taken into consideration during formal negotiation of the convention, pursuant to the General Assembly mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12). These meetings included, in particular, the International Forum on Protection of the Rights of Older Persons, held in Mexico City from March 26 to 28, 2012 and the Meeting of Experts to seek points of consensus on an Inter-American Convention to Protect the Rights of Older persons, held in Buenos Aires, from September 19 to 21, 2012.

II. Officers

The Working Group for the period under review was installed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on September 13, 2012. Pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, on that same day Ms. Ana Pastorino, Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, was elected Chair. On October 15, 2012, the Working Group elected as its vice chairs Mr. Ivan Chanis Barahona, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, and Ms. Wendy Jeannette Acevedo Castillo, Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS.

III. Mandate

On August 22, 2012, the Permanent Council assigned to the CAJP the task of monitoring and implementing resolution AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12), "Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons"
/. According to the mandate contained in that resolution, the Group is to conduct the process of "formal negotiation of the draft inter-American convention on the human rights of older persons and seek to present it to the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) for adoption at its forty-third regular session."
IV. Participation of Civil Society

The Working Group will promote participation by civil society organizations entered in the OAS register and which have special expertise in the subject area, in keeping with the requirements stipulated in the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council through resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).

V. Activities of the Working Group

To comply with the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2726 (XLIIO/12), the Working Group will hold seven two-day meetings, as per the attached schedule. The Group's activities will focus on formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12,enriched with any agreements reached as a result of the proposals and comments included in the Compendium of Proposals, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-44/12 and applying the negotiation methodology approved by the Working Group and contained in document CAJP/GT/DHPM-50/12.

This Work Plan will serve as a general framework for the Group's activities in 2012-2013. It may be amended by the Working Group itself or as required by advances in the tasks entrusted to the Group, in order to ensure optimum results.

I would like to take this opportunity to say that suggestions by the delegations regarding this Draft Work Plan are very welcome and that I thank them for their support of the Working Group’s effort to carry out the tasks assigned to it.

Ana Pastorino,

Chair of the Working Group

On Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons,
Alternate Representative of the Argentine Mission to the OAS
APPENDIX I

	CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2012-2013
/



	October 2012– April 2013



	October 15 and 16, 2012

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	1. Election of the Vice Chair.

2. Presentation and approval of negotiation procedures.

3. Presentation and approval of the Draft Work Plan.

4. Start of formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12,

	November 19 and 20, 2012

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12

	December 3 and 4, 2012

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12

	January 7 and 8, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12

	February 11 and 12, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12

	March 18 and 19, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	1. Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12
2. Presentation of the draft resolution.

	April 15 and 16, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
	1. Formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the human rights of older persons, document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12
2. Negotiation of the draft resolution.
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�.	Assignment of mandates issued by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session approved by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012), document � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc&classNum=4793&lang=e" �(CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 1)�.


�.	This calendar is subject to any changes the Group itself might approve or that are needed in accordance with the progress made with the tasks assigned to the Group, in order to ensure optimum results.





